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HAT the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, 
. from a juſt ſenſe of the danger and odium incident to the ex- 
tenſion of their conqueſts in the Eaſt Indies, and from an experience 
of the diſorders and corrupt practices, which intrigues and 93 
tions to bring about revolutions among the country powers had pro- 
duced, did poſitively and repeatedly direct their ſervants in Bengal 
not to engage in any offenſive war whatſoever:— That the ſaid 
Court laid it down as an i#xwariable maxim, which ought ever to be 
maintained, that they were to avoid taking part in the political ſchemes 
of any of the country princes; and did, in particular, order and di- 
rect, that they ſhould not engage with a certain Prince called Sujak 
ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, in any 
2 beyond certain limits in the faid orders ſpecially de- 
ctibed. 
That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, then Governor of Fort Wil- 
liam in Bengal, did, with other Members of the Council, declare 
his clear — of the true intent and meaning of the ſaid 


poſitive and repeated orders and injunctions did — to the 

Court of Directors his approbation of the policy thereof; did de- 

clare, that he adopted the fame ab ſincerity and ſatisfuction, and 

that he was too well aware of the ruinous tendency of all ſchemes of 

conqueſt, ever to adopt them, or ever to, depart from the abſolute lind 

of ſelf-defence, unleſs impelled to 1 by the moſt obvious neceſſity ent 
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did ſignify to the Nabob of Oude the ſaid orders, and his obliga- 
tion to yield punctual obedience thereto; and did folemnly engage 
and promiſe to the Court of Directors, with the unanimous concur- 
rence of the whole Council, “ That no object or confideration ſhould 
« either tempt or compel him to paſs the political line, which 
«© they (che Directors) had laid down for his operations with the 
« Vizier;” aſſuring the Court of Directors, that he © ſcarce ſaw 
«© a poſlible advantage, which could compenſate the hazard and 
« expence to be incurred by a contrary conduct: That he did 
frequently repeat the ſame declarations, or declarations to the ſame 
effect, particularly in a letter to the Nabob himſelf, of the 22d of 
November, 1773, in the following words: The commands of 
„ my ſuperiors are, as I have repeatedly informed you, peremp- 
* tory, that I ſhall not ſuffer their arms to be carried beyond the 
line of their own boundaries, and thoſe of your Excellency their 
N 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in direct contradiction to the 
ſaid orders, and to his own ſenſe of their propriety and coercive 
authority, and in breach of his expreſs promiſes and engagements, 
did, in September, 1773, enter into a private engagement with the 
ſaid Nabob of Oude, who was the ſpecial object of the prohibition, 
to furniſh him, for a ſtipulated ſum of money, to be paid to the 
Eaſt India Company, with a body of troops, for the declared pur- 

| Poſe of © thoroughly extirpating the nation of the Rohillas;“ 

a nation, from Whom the Company had never rectived, or pre- 
tended to receive, or apprehend, any injury whatſoever ; whoſe 
country, in the month of February, 1773, by an unanimous Reſo— 
lution of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Council, was included 
in the line of defence againſt the Marattas, and from whom the Na- 
bob never complained of an aggreſſion or act of hoſtility, nor pre- 
tended a diſtinct cauſe of quarrel, other than the non-payment of a 
ſum of money in diſpute between him and that people. 

That ſuppoſing the ſum of money in queſtion to have been ſtrictly 
due to the ſaid Nabob, by virtue of any engagement between him 
and the Rohilla Chiefs, the Eaſt India Company, or their repre- 
ſentatives, were not parties to that engagement, or guarantees 
thereof, nor bound by any obligation whatever, to enforce the ex- 
ecution of it. 

That, previous to the ſaid Warren Haſtings's entering into the 
agreement or bargain aforeſaid, to extirpate the ſaid nation, he 
did not make, or cauſe to be made, a due enquiry into the validity 
of the ſole pretext uſed by the ſaid Nabob; nor did he give notice 
of the ſaid claims of debt to the nation of the Rohiilas, in order to 
receive an explanation on their part, of the matter in litigation, 
nor did he offer any mediation, nor propoſe, nor afford an oppor- 
tunity of propoſing, an agreement or ſubmiſſion, by which the 
calamities of war might be avoided; as, by the high ſtate in 
which the Eaſt India Company ſtood, as a Sovereign Power in the 
Eaſt, and the honour and character it ought to maintain, as well 
as by the principles of equity and humanity, and by the true and 
obvious policy of uniting the power of the Mahometan Princes 
againſt the Marattas, he was bound to do: That, inſtead of ſuch 
h previous 
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previous enquiry, or tender of good offices, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings did ſtimulate the ambition and ferocity of the Nabob of Oude, 
to the full completion of the inhuman end of the ſaid unjuſltthable 
enterprize, by informing him, „that it would be abſolutely neceſ- 
« ſary to perſevere in it until it ſhould be accompliſhed ;?* pretend- 
ing, that a fear of the Company's diſpleaſure was his motive for 
annexing the accompliſhment of the enterprize as a condition of his 
aſſiſtance, and aſſerting, ** that he couid not hazard or anſwer for 
the diſpleaſure of the Company, his maſters, if they ſhould find 
<< themſelves involved in a fruitle/s war, or in an expence for pro- 
«« ſecuting it;“ a pretence tending to the high diſhonour of the 
Eaſt India Company, as if the gain to be acquired was to reconcile 
that body to the breach of their own orders, prohibiting all ſuch 
eaterprizes. And in order further to involve the ſaid Nabob be- 
yond the power of retreating, he did, in the courſe of the proceed- 
ing, purpoſely put the ſaid Nabob under difficulties, in caſe he 
ſhould decline that war, and did oblige him to accept even the per- 
miſſion to relinquiſh the execution of this unjuſt project as a favour, 
and to make conceſſions for it; thereby acting, as if the Company 
were principals in the hoſtility ; and employing for this purpoſe 
much double dealing, and divers unworthy artifices, to entangle 
and perplex the ſaid Nabob, but by means of which, he found 
himſelf (as he has entered it on Record) hampered and embarraſſed 

in a particular manner. 
That the ſaid compact for offenſive alliance in favour of a great 
Prince, againſt a conſiderable nation, was not carried on by pro- 
jects and counter- projects in writing; nor were the articles and 
conditions thereof formed into any regular written 1ultrument, . 
ſigned and ſealed by the parties; but the whole (both the negocia- 
tion and the compact of offenſive alliance againſt the Rohillas) was 
a mere verbal engagement, the purport and conventions whereof 
no where appeared, except in ſublequent correſpondence, in which 
certain of the Articles, as they were ſtated by the ſeveral parties, 
did materially differ ;—a proceeding new and unprecedented, aud 
directly leading to mutual miſconſtruction, evaſion, and ill faith, 
and tending to encourage and protect every ſpecies of corrupt, - 
clandeſtine practice: — That, at the time when this private verbal 
agreement was made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings with the Nabob 
of Oude, a public oſtenſible treaty was concluded by him with the 
ſaid Nabob, in which there is no mention whatever of ſuch agree- 
ment, or reference whatever to it; in defence of which omiſſion, it | 
is aſſerted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the multiplication of . 
T reaties weakens their efficacy, and therefore they ſhould be reſerved ently 
for very important and permanent obligations; notwithſtanding he had 
previouſly declared to the ſaid Nabob, “ that the points, which he 
nad propoſed, required much conſideration, and the previous ratifi- 
cation of a formal agreement, before he could conſent to them.“ 
— That the whole of the ſaid verbal agreement with the Nabob of 
Oude in his own perſon, without any afhſtance on his part, was 
carried on and concluded by the ſaid Warren Haltings alone, with- 
out any perſon who might witneſs the {ame ; without the interven- 
tion even of an interpreter, though he confeſſes, that he {poke the 
B 2 Hindoſtan 


Hindoſtan language imperfe2ly, and although he had with him at 
that time and place, ſeveral perſons _ in the Company's ſervice 


and confidence ; namely, the Commander in Chief of their forces, 
two members of their Council, and the Secretary to the Council, 
who were not otherwiſe acquainted with the proceedings between 
him and the ſaid Nabob, than by ſach communications as he 
thought fit to make to them. 

That the object avowed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the 
motives urged by him, for employing the Britiſh arms in the utter 
extirpation of the Rohilla nation, are ſtated by himſelf in the fol- 
lowing terms: The acquiſition of forty lacks of rupees to the 
Company, and of ſo much ſpecie added to the exhauſted curren- 
** cy of our Provinces ;—that it would give wealth to the Nabob of 
«© Oude, of which we ſhould participate ;—that the ſaid Warren 
*© Haſtings fould always be ready to profeſs that he did reckon the 
5 probable acquiſition of wealth among his reaſons for taking up 
*© arms againſt his zeighhours ;—that it would eaſe the Company of 
EY — part of their military expence, and preſerve their 
«* troops from inaction and relaxation of diſcipline that the weak 
«© ſtate of the Rohillas promiſed an eaſy conqueſt of them; and, 
finally, that ſuch was. his idea of the Company's diſtreſs at home, 
* added to his knowledge of their wants abroad, that he ſhould 
** have been glad of any occaſion to employ their forces, which 
** ſaved ſo much of their pay and expences.“ 

That, in the private verbal agreement aforeſaid, for offenſive 
war, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did tranſgreſs the bounds of the au- 
thority given him by his inſtructions from the Council of Fort Wil- 
ham, which had limited his powers to ſuch compacts, “ as were 
** conſiſtent with the ſpirit of the Company's orders; which Coun- 
cil he afterwards perſuaded, and with difficulty drew into an ac- 
guieſcence in what he had done, f 

That the agreement, to the effe& aforeſaid, was ſettled in the 
ſaid ſecret conferences, before the 10th of September 1773 ; but 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, concealing from the Court of DireQors 
a matter of which it was his duty to afford them the earlieſt and 
fulleſt information, did, on the ſaid 10th of September 1773, write 
to the Directors, and diſpatched his letter over land, giving them 
an account of the public treaty, but taking not the leaſt notice of 
= agreement for a mexcenary war againſt the nation of the Ro- 

Nas, | 

That, in order to conceal the true purport of the ſaid clandeſtine 
agreement the more effectually, and until he ſhould find means of 
gaining over the reſt of the Council to a concurrence in his diſ- 
obedience of orders, he entered a minute in the Council Books, 
giving a falſe account of the tranſaction; in which minute he re- 
preſented, that the Nabob had indeed prepo/ed the deſign aforeſaid, 
and that he (the ſaid Warren Haſtings) was pleaſed that he urged 
the ſcheme of this expedition no further; when, in reality and truth, 
he had abſolutely conſented to the ſaid gi ee and had engaged 
to aſſiſt him in it (which he afterwards admitted) and confetied 
that he did act in conſequence of the fame. ke 


That 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Council were ſenſible of 
the true nature of the enterprize in which they had engaged the 
Company's arms, and of the heavy reſponſibility to which it would 
ſubject himſelf and the Council, the perſona} hazard they, the 
«« Council, run, in undertaking ſo uncommon a meaſure, without 
«« pefftive inſtructions, at their own riſk, with the eyes of the whole 
<* nation on the affairs of the Company, and the paſſions and pre- 
« judices of almoſt every man in England inflamed againſt the 
conduct of the Company, and the character of its ſervants; 
yet they engaged in the very practice, which had brought ſuch odi- 
um on the Company, and on the character of its ſervants, though 
they further ſay, that they had continually before their eyes, rhe 
dread of forfeiting the favour of their employers, and becoming the 
objects of popular invectives.“ The ſaid Warren Haſtings him- 
ſelf ſays, at the very time when he propoſed the meaſure, «© I muſk 
«© confeſs, I entertain ſome doubts as to its expediency at this time, 
from the circumſtances of the Company at home, expoſed to po- 
© pular clamour, and all its meaſures liable to be canvaſſed in Par- 
© liament; their charter drawing to a cloſe, and his Majeſty's Mi- 
7 niſters unqueſtionably ready to take advantage of every unfa- 
* yourable circumſtance in the negociations of its renewal.” All 
theſe confiderations did not prevent the ſaid Warren Haſtings from 
making and carrying into execution the ſaid mercenary agreement 
for a ſum of money, the payment of which the Nabob endeavoured 
to evade on a conſtruction of the verbal treaty ; and was fo far from 
being inſiſted on, as it ought to have been, by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, that when, after the completion of the ſervice, the Com- 
mander in Chief was directed to make a demand of the money, the 
agent of the ſaid Warren Haltings at the ſame time aſſured the 
Nabob, & that the demand was nothing more than matter of form, 
* common, and even neceflary in all public tranſactions; and 
ce that, although the Board conſidered the claim of the Govern- 
© ment literally due, it was not the intention of adminiſtration to 
ce preſcribe to his Excellency the mode, or even limits of payment.” 
Nor was any part of the money recovered until the eſtablihment of 
the Governor General and Council by A& of Parliameat, aad their 
determination to withdraw the brigade from the Nabob's ſervice; 
the Reſident at his Court, appointed by the faid Warren Haſtinge, 
having written that he had expcrienced much duplicity and deceit in 
moſt of his trauſuct ions with his Excellency ; and the ſaid Nabob and 
his ſucceſſors falling back in other payments in the ſame or greater 
proportion, as he advanced in the payment of this debt; the conſi- 
deration of lucre to the Company, the declared motive to this 
ſhameful tranſaction, totally failed, and no money in effect and 
ſubſtance (as far as by any account to be depended on appears) hus 
been obtained, 

That the ſaid Nabob of Oude did, in conſequence of the ſaid 
agreement, and with the aſſiſtance of Britiſh troops, which were 
ordered to march, and ſubjected to his diſpoſal by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and the Council, unjultly enter into and invade the coun- 
try of the Rohillas, and did there make war in a barbarous and in- 
human manner, by an abuſe of victory ;”* „ by the unneceſſary 

Tons « deftruQtion 
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ce deſtruction of the country 3” * by a wanton diſplay of violence 

t and oppreſſion, of inhumanity and cruelty ;” and, „ by the 

c ſudden expulſion and caſting down of an whole race of people, 

*© towhom the ſlighteſt benevolence was denied.” When prayer was 
made not to diſhonour the Begum (a Princeſs of great rank, whoſe 

huſband had been killed in battle) and other women, by dragging 

them about the country, to be loaded with the ſcoffs of the Nabob's 

rabble, and otherwiſe ftill worſe uſed ; the Nabob refuſed to liſten to 

the entreaties of a Britiſh Commander in Chief in their favour ; and 

the ſaid women of high rank were expoſed not only to the vileſt per- 

ſonal indignities, but even to abſolute want; and theſe tranſactions 

being by Colonel Champion communicated to the ſaid Warren 

Haſtings, inſtead of commendations for his intelligence, and orders 

to redreſs the ſaid evils, and to prevent the like in future, by means 

which were ſuggeſted, and which appear to have been proper and 

feaſible, he received a reprimand from the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 

who declared that we had no authority to controul the conduct of 
the Vizier in the treatment of his ſubjects: And that Colonel 

Champion deſiſted from making further repreſentations on this ſub- 

ject to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being apprehenſive of having al- 

ready run ſome riſque of diſpleaſing, by perhaps a too free com- 

munication of ſentiments.— That in conſequence of the ſaid pro- 
ceedings, not only the eminent families of the Chiefs of the Ro- 

hilla nation were either cut off or baniſhed, and their wives and 
offsprings reduced to utter ruin, but the country itſelf, heretofore 

diſtinguiſhed above all others for the extent of its cultivation, as a 

Garden, not having one ſpot in it of uncultivated ground, and from 

being in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate that a country could be, was, by the 

inhuman mode of carrying on the war, and the ill government 

during the conſequent uſurpation, reduced to a ſtate of great decay 

and depopulation, in which it ſtill remains. 

That the Eaſt India Company, having had reaſon to conceive 
that, for the purpoſe of concealing corrupt tranſactions, their ſer- 
vants in India had made unfair, mutilated, and garbled communi- 
cations of correſpondence, and ſometimes had wholly withheld the 
ſame, made an order in their letter of the 23d of March 1770, in 
the following tenor: The Governor ſingly ſhall correſpond with 
«© the country powers; but al/ letters, before they ſhall be by him 
« ſent, muſt be communicated to the other Members of the Select 
Committee, and receive their approbation; and alſo all letters 
«© avhat/ſvever which may be received by the Governor, in anſwer 
ce to or in courſe of correſpondence, ſhall likewiſe be laid before 
ec the ſaid Selet Committee, for their information and confidera- 
« tion.” And that in their inſtructions to their Governor General 
and Council, dated zoth March 1774, they did repeat their orders 
to the ſame purpoſe and effect. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not obey, as in duty he was 
bound to do, the ſaid ſtanding orders; nor did communicate all his 
correſpondence with Mr. Middleton, the Company's Agent at the 
Court of the Soubah of Oude, or with Colonel Champion, the 
Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in the Rohilla war, 
to the Select Committee: And when afterwards, that is to ſay, on 

| the 
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the 25th of October 1774, he was required by the majority of the 
Council appointed by the Act of Parliament of 1773, whoſe opi- 
nion was by the ſaid Act directed to be taken as the Act of the 
whole Council, to produce all his correſpondence with Mr. Mid- 
dleton and Colonel Champion, for the direction of their future pro- 
ceedings, relative to the obſcure, intricate, and critical tranſac- 
tion aforeſaid, he did poſitively and pertinaciouſly refuſe to dehver 
any other than ſuch parts of the ſaid correſpondence as he thought 
convenient; covering his ſaid illegal refuſal under general vague 
pretences of ſecrecy, and danger from the communication ; although 
the ſaid order and inſtruction of the Court of Directors above-men- 
tioned was urged to him, and although it was repreſented to him 
by the ſaid Council, that they, as well as he, were bound by an 
oath of ſecrecy : Which refuſal to obey the orders of the Court of 
Directors (orders ſpecially and on weighty grounds of experience 
pointed to caſes of this very nature) gave riſe to much jealouſy, and 
excited preat ſuſpicions relative to the motives and grounds on which 
the Rohilla War had been undertaken. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the grounds alledged in his 
juſtification, of his refuſal to communicate to his colleagues in the 
ſuperior Council, his correſpondence with Mr. Middleton, the 
Company's reſident at Oude, was guilty of a new offence ; arro- 
gating to himſelf unprecedented and dangerous powers, on prin- 
ciples utterly ſubverſive of all order and diſcipline in ſervice, and 
introd uctory to corrupt confederacies and diſobedience among the 
Company's ſervants; the ſaid Warren Haſtings inſiſting, that Mr. 
Middleton, the Company's covenanted ſervant, the public reſident 
for tranſacting the Company's affairs at the Court of the Soubah of 
Oude, and as ſuch receiving from the Company a ſalary for his ſer- 
vice, was no other than the official agent of him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and that, being ſuch, he was not obliged to communicate 
nis correſpondence. 

That the Court of Directors, and afterwards a General Court of 
the Proprietors of the Eaſt India Company, although the latter 
!hewed favourable diſpoſitions towards the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and expreſſed (but without aſſigning any ground or reaſon) the 
higheſt opinion of his ſervices and integrity, did unanimouſly con- 
demn (along with his conduct relative to the Rohilla treaty and 
war,) his refuſal to communicate his whole correſpondence with Mr. 
Middleton to the Superior Council; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in defiance of the opinion of the Directors, and the unanimous opi- 
nion of the General Court of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, as well 
as the precedent poſitive orders of the Court of Directors, and the 
inj unctions of an Act of Parliament, has, from that time to the pre- 
ſent, never made any communication of the whole of his correſpon- 
dence to the Governor General and Council, or to the Court of 
Directors. 
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HAT, in a ſolemn Treaty of Peace, concluded the 16th of 
Auguſt, 1765, between the Eaſt India Company and the late 
Nabob of Oude, Shuja ul Dowla, and highly approved of, con- 
firmed and ratified by the ſaid Company, it is agreed, That the 
«« King Shaw Allum ſhall remain in full poſſeſſion of Cora, and 
«« ſuch part of the province of Illiabad as he now poſſeſſes, which 
r are ceded to his Majeſty as a royal Demeſne, for the ſupport of 
* his Dignity and Expences.“— That, in a ſepafate agreement, 
concluded at the ſame time, between the King Shaw Allum, and 
the then Subadar of Bengal, under the immediate ſecurity and 
guaranty of the Engliſh Company, the faith of the Company was 
pledged to the ſaid King for the annual payment of twenty-ſix 
lack of rupees, for his ſupport, out of the revenues of Bengal ; 
and that the ſaid Company did then receive from the ſaid King a 
grant of the Dewanny of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriſſa, on the expreſs condition of their being ſecurity for the 
annual payment above- mentioned: — That the Eaſt India Company 
have held, and continue to hold the Dewanny ſo granted, and, for 
ſome years, have complied with the conditions, on which they 
accepted of the grant thereof; and have at all times acknowledged 
that they held the Dewanny ia virtue of the Mogul's grants.—That 
the ſaid Court of Directors, in their letter of the zo June 1769; 
to Bengal, declared, ** that they eſteemed themſelves bound by 
«« treaty to protect the King's perſon, and ſecure him the poſſeſſion 
«© of the Corah and Illahabad diſtricts;“ and, ſuppoſing an agree- 
ment ſhould be made, reſpecting theſe provinces, between the King 
and Shuja ul Dowla, the Directors then ſaid, ©* that they ſhould 
* be ſubje& to no farther claim or requiſition from the King, 
«© excepting for the ſtipulated tribute for Bengal, which they 
% (the Governor and Council) were to pay to his agent, or remit 

to him in ſuch manner as he might direct.“ 
That, in the year 1772, the King Shaw Allum, who had hitherto 
reſided at Allahabad, truſting to engagements which he had entered 
into with the Marattas, quitted that place and removed to Delhi 
but, having ſoon quarrelled with thoſe people, and afterwards 
being taken priſoner, had been treated by them with very great 
diſreſpect and cruelty :—That, among other inſtances of their 
abuſe of their immediate power over him, the Governor and 
Council of Bengal, in their letter of the 16th of Auguſt 1773, 
inform the Court of Directors, that he had been compeiled, while 
a priſoner in their hands, to grant Sunnuds for the ſurrender of Corab 
and [lliabad to them; and it appears from ſundry other minutes of 
their own, that the ſaid Governor and Council did at all times 
conſider the ſurrender above-mentioned as extorted from the King, 
and unqueſtionably an ad of violence, which could not alienate, or 
impair his right to thoſe provinces; and that, when they took 
—_— thereof, it was at the requeſt of the King's Naib, or 
iceroy, who put them under the Council's Protection; that, = 
this 
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this footing they were accepted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings and 
his Council, and for ſome time conſidered by them as a depoſit 
committed to their care by a Prince, to whom the poſſeſſion thereof 
was particularly guaranteed by the Ealt India Company.—la their 
letter of the 1 of March, 1773; they, (the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
and his Council) ſay, “ In no ſhape can this compulſatory ceſſion 
by the King releaſe us from the obligation we are under to de- 
* fend the provinces, which we have ſo particularly guarantied to 
*« him.” But it appears that they foon adopted other ideas, and 
aſſumed other principles concerning this object. In the inſtructions 
dated the 23d of June, 1773, which the Council of Fort William 
gave to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, previous to his interview with 
the Nabob Sujah ul Dowla at Benares, they fay, that, while the 
King continued at Delhi, whither he proceeded in oppoſition to 
their molt ſtrenuous remonſtrances, they ſhould certainly confider 
the engagements between him and the Company as diſſolved, 
by his alienation from them and their intereſt ;—that the poſ- 
*« ſeflion of ſo remote a country could never be expected to yield 
any profit to the Company, and the defence of it muſt require a 
*« perpetual aid of their forces; yet, in the ſame inſtructions, 
they declare their opinion, that, “ if the King ſhould make over- 
*© tures to renew his former connection, kis right to reclaim the 
*« diftrits of Corah and Illiabad could not with propriety be dis- 
% puted;” and they authorized the ſaid Warren Haſtings to reſtore, 
them to him, on condition that he ſhould renounce his claim to the annual 
tribute of twenty-ix lack of rupees, herein before mentioned, and to 
the arrears which might be due ;—thereby acknowledging the juſtice 
of a claim, which they determined not to comply with, but in 
return for the ſurrender of another equally valid: — That, never- 
theleſs, in the treaty concluded by the ſaid Warren Haſtings with 
Sujah ul Dowla, on the 7th of September, 1773, it 1s aſſerted, 
that his Majeſty (meaning the King Shaw Allum) having“ aban- 
© doned the Diſtricts of Corah and Illihabad, and given a Sunnud 
for Corah and Currah to the Marattas, had thereby forfeited 
* his right to the ſaid diſtricts;“ although it was well known to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and had been fo ſtated by him to the 
Court of Directors, that this ſurrender, on the part of the King, 
had been extorted from him by violence, while he was a priſoner 
in the hands of the Marattas ; and although 1t was equally well 
known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that there was nothing in the 
original treaty of 1765, which could reſtrain the King from 
changing the place of his refidence, conſequently that his removal 
to Deihi could not occaſion a forfeiture of his right to the pro- 
vinces ſecured to him by that treaty. 

I'hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the Report which he made 
of his interview and negaciations with Sujah ul Dowla, dated the 
4th of October, 1773, declared “ that the Adminiſtration would 
have been culpable in the higheſt degree, in retainiug poſſeſſion 
of Corah and Illiabad for any other purpoſe than that of making 
% an advantage by the diſpoſal of them,”” and therefore he had 
ceded them to the Vizir for fifty lack of rupees; a meaſure for which 
he had no authority whatever _ the King Shaw Allum, and _ 
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the execution of which no reſerve whatever was made in favour of 
the rights of that Prince, nor any care taken of his intereſts. 

That, the ſale of theſe provinces to Sujah Dowla involved the 
Eaſt India Company in a triple breach of juſtice, ſince, by the 
ſame act, they violated a treaty, they ſold the property of ano- 
ther, and they alienated a depoſit committed to their friendſhip 
and good faith, and as ſuch accepted by them. —That a meaſure of 
this nature is not to be defended on the motives of policy and 
convenience, ſuppoſing ſuch motives to have exiſted, without a 
total loſs of public honour, and ſhaking all ſecurity in the faith of 
treaties; but that, in reality, the pretences urged by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, for ſelling the King's country to Sujah Dowla, 
were falſe and invalid. —-[t could not ſtrengthen our alliance with 
Sujah ul Dowla ; ſince, paying a price for a purchaſe, he received 
no favour, and incurred no obligation. It did not free the Com- 
pany from all the dangers attending either a remote property or a 
remote connection; ſince the moment the country in queſtion be- 
came part of Sujah Dowla's dominions, it was included in the 
Company's former guaranty of thoſe dominions ; and in caſe of 
invaſion, the Company were obliged to ſend part of their army to 
defend it, at the requiſition of the ſaid Sujah Dowla: And if the 
remote ſituation of thoſe provinces made the defence of them dith- 
cult and dangerous, much more was it a difficult and dangerous 
enterprize to engage the Company's force in an attack and invaſion 
of the Rohillas, whoſe country lay at a muck greater diſtance from 
the Company's frontier: Which, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings agreed to, and undertook, at the very time when, under 
pretence of the difficulty of defending Cora and Illiabad, he fold 
thoſe provinces to Sujah Dowla. It did not relieve the Company 
from the exp:nce of defending the country, ſince the revenues 
thereof far exceeded the ſubſidy to be paid by Sujah Dowla, and 
theſe revenues juſtly belonged to the Company as long as the 
country continued under their protection, and would have anſwer— 
ed the expence of defending it. Finally, that the ſum of 
fifty lack of rupees, ſtipulated with the ſaid Sujah Dowla, was in- 
adequate to the value of the country, the annual revenues of 
which were ſtated at twenty. five lack of rupees, which General Sir 
Robert Barker, then Commander in Chief of the Company's 
forces, affirms, was certain, aud tos generally known to admit of a 
doubt. 

That the King Shaw Allum received, for ſome years, the annual 
tribute of twenty-ſix lack of rupees above- mentioned, and was en- 
titled to continue to receive it, by virtue of an engagement deli- 
berately, and for an adequate conſideration, entered into with him 
by the Company's ſervants, and approved of and ratified by the 
Company themſelves ;—that this engagement was abſolute and un- 
conditional, and did neither expreſs, nor ſuppoſe, any caſe, in 
which the ſaid King ſhould forſeit, or the Company ſhould have 
a right to reſume, the tribute ; that, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and his Council, immediately after ſelling the King's 
country to Sujah Dowla, reſolved to withhold, and actually with- 
held, the payment of the ſaid tribute, of which the King Shaw 
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Allum has never ſince received any part ;—that this reſolution of 
the Council is not juſtified, even by themſelves, on principles of 
right and juſtice, but by arguments of policy and convenience, by 
which the beſt-founded claims of right and juſtice may at all times 
be ſet aſide and defeated. *«** They judged it highly impolitic 
„and unſafe to anſwer the drafts of the King until they were 
«« ſatisfied of his amicable intentions, and thoſe of his new allies.” 
But neither had they any reaſon to queſtion the King's amicable 
intentions, nor was he pledged to anſwer for thoſe of the Marattas; 
his truſting to the good faith of that people, and relying on their 
aſſiſtance, to reinſtate him in the poſſeſſion of his capital, might 
have been imprudent and impolitic ; but theſe meaſures, however 
ruinous to himſelf, indicated no enmity to the Engliſh, nor were 
they productive of any effects injurious to the Engliſh intereſts. 
And it is plain, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Council 
were perfectly aware that their motives or pretences for withholding 
the tribute were too weak to juſtify their conduct, having princi- 
pally inſiſted on the reduced ſtate of their treaſury, which, as they 
ſaid, rendered it impracticable to comply with thoſe payments. The 
right of a creditor does not depend on the circumſtances of the 
debtor; on the contrary, the plea of inability includes a virtual 
acknowledgment of the debt, fince, if the creditor's right were 
denied, the plea would be ſuperfluous. 

That the Eaſt India Company, having on their part violated the 
engagements, and renounced the conditions, on which they re- 
ceived, and have hitherto held and enjoyed, the Dewanny of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, from the King Shaw Allum, have thereby 
forfeited all right and title to the ſaid Dewanny, ariſing from the 
ſaid grant, and that it is free and open to the ſaid King to 
reſume ſuch grant; and to transfer it to any other Prince or State: 
— That, notwithſtanding any diftreſs or weakneſs, to which he 
may be actually reduced, his lawful authority, as ſovereign of the 
Mogul Empire, is ſtill acknowledged in India, and that his grant 
of the Dewanny would ſufficiently authorize, and materially aſfiſt 
any Prince or State that might attempt to diſpoſſeſs the Eaſt India 
Company thereof, ſince it would convey a right, which could not 
be diſputed, and to which nothing but force could be oppoled. 
Nor can theſe opinions be more more ſtrongly expreſſed, than they 
have been lately by the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, who, in a 
minute recorded the iſt of December, 1784, has declared that, 
fallen as the houſe of Timur is, it is yet the relick of the moſt 
„ 1]Nluſtrious line of the eaſtern world ;—that its Sovereignty is 
univerſally acknowledged, though the ſubitance of it no longer 
exiſts; and that the Company itſelf derives its conſtitutional 
dominion from its oſtenſible bounty.“ 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by this declaration, has re- 
nounced and condemned the prinéiple on which he avowedly acted 
towards the Mogul in the year 1773, when he denied that the 
Sunnuds or grants of the Mogul, it they were in the hands of 
another nation, would avail them any thing ; and when he de- 
clared, “ that the ſword, which gave us the dominion of Bengal, 
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*. muſt be the inſtrument of its preſervation, and that, if it ſhould 
ever ceaſe to be ours, the next proprietor would derive his right 
and poſſeſſion from the ſame natural charter.” That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, to anſwer any immediate purpoſe, adopts any 
principle of policy, however falſe or dangerous, without any regard 
to former declarations made, or to principles avowed on other occa- 
fions by himſelf; and particularly that, in his conduct to Shaw 
Allum, he firſt maintained, that the grants of that Prince were of 

o ayail, that we held the dominion of Bengal by the ſword, which 

e has falſely declared the ſource of rigbt, and the natural Charter 
of dominion ; whereas, at a later period, he has declared, that 
the ſovereignty of the family of Sha Allum is univerſally acknow- 
ledged, and that the Company itſelf derives it conſtitutional domi: 
nion from their oſtenſible bounty. 
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Rights and Titles of the Rajah of Benares. 


J. HAT the territory of Benares 1s a fruitful, and has been, 

not long ſince, an orderly, well cultivated, and improved 
province ; of great extent ; and its capital city, as Warren Haſt- 
ings, Eſq; has informed the Court of Directors, in his letter of 
the 21ſt of November, 1781, “ is highly revered by the natives of 
* the Hindu perſuaſion ; ſo that many, who have acquired inde- 
„ pendent fortunes, retire to cloſe their days in a place ſo emi- 


„ nently diſtinguiſhed for its ſanctity: - And he further acquaints 


the Directors, „that it may rather be conſidered as the ſeat of 
«© the Hindũ religion, than as the capital of a province. But as its 
* inhabitants are not compoſed of Hindis only, the former wealth 
„„ which flowed into it from the offerings of pilgrims, as well as 
* from the tranſactions of exchange, for which its central ſituation 
* is adapted, has attracted numbers of Mahomedans, who ſtill 
% continue to reſide in it with their families.“ And theſe circum- 
ſtances of the city of Benares, which not only attracted the atten- 
tion of all the different deſcriptions of men who inhabit Hindoſtan, 
but intereſted them warmly in whatever it might ſuffer, did, in a 
peculiar manner, require, that the Governor General and Council 
of Calcutta ſhould conduct themlelves, with regard to its rulers 
and inhabitants, when it became dependent on the Company, on 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed principles of good faith, equity, moderation, 
and mildneſs. 

II. That the Rajah Bulwant Sing, late Prince or Zemindar of the 
province aforeſaid, was a great Lord of the Mogul empire, de- 
pendent on the ſame, through the Vizier of the empire, the late 
Sujah ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude; and the ſaid Bulwant Sing, in 
the commencement of the Englith power, did attach himſelf to the 
cauſe of the Engliſh Company; and the Court of Directors of the 
ſaid Company did acknowledge, in their letter of the 26th of May, 
1768, that Bulwant Sing's joining us, at the time he did, was 
of figial ſervice, and the ſtipulation in his favour, was what he 
« was juſtly entitled to:“ —and they did commend “ the care that 
* had been taken (by the then preſidency) of thoſe that had ſhewn 
* their attachment to them (the Company) during the war;“ 
and they did finally expreſs their hope and expectation in the words 
following: „The moderation and attention paid to thoſe wha 
© have eſpouſed our intereſts in this war, will refore our reputa- 
* tion in Hindoſtan, and that the Indian powers will be convinced 
*5 NO &reach of treaty will ever have our fandion,” 
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III. That the Rajah Bulwant Sing died on the 23d of Auguſt, 
1770, and his ſon, Cheit Sing, ſucceeding to his rights and pre- 
tenſions, the Preſidency of Calcutta (John Cartier, Eſquire, being 
then preſident) did inſtruct Captain Gabriel Harper, to procure 
a confirmation of the ſucceſſion to his ſon Cheit Sing, „as it was 
* of the utmoſt political import to the Company's affairs; and 
ce that the young man * not to conſider the price to be paid 
«« to ſatisfy he Vixier's jealouſy and avarice.” And they did fur- 
ther declare as follows: The ſtrong and inviolable attachment 
which ſubſiſted betwixt the Company and the father, makes us 
«© moſt readily interpoſe our good offices for the ſon.” And the 
young Rajah aforeſaid, having agreed, under the mediation of 
Captain Harper, to pay near two hundred thouſand pounds as a 
gift to the faid Vizier, and to increaſe his tribute by near thirty 
thouſand pounds annually, a deed of confirmation was paſſed by 
the ſaid Vizier to the ſaid Rajah, and his heirs, by which he be- 
came a purchaſer, for valuable confiderations, of his right and in- 
heritance in the Zemindary aforeſaid. In conſequence of this 
grant, ſo by him purchaſed, the Rajah was ſolemnly inveſted with 
the government in the city of Benares, * amidſt the acclamations 
of a numerous people, and to the great ſatis faction of all par- 
« ties.” And the ſaid Harper, in his letter of the 8th of October, 
1770, giving an account of the inveſtiture aforeſaid, did exprefs 
himſelf in theſe words: I will leave the young Rajah, and others, 
*© to acquaint you how I have conducted myſelf : only thus much 
cc let me ſay, that I have kept a ſtrict Eye not to diminiſh our na- 
« tional honour, diſintereſtedneſs, and juſtice ; which I will con- 
« clude, has had a greater effect in ſecuring to the Company 
their vaſt poſſeſſions, than even the force of arms, however for- 
„ midable, could do.” The preſident of Calcutta teflified his 
approbation of the ſaid Harper's conduct in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
that is, in the following: «* Your diſintereſtedneſs has been equally 
« diſtinguiſhable as your abilities, and both do you the greateſt 
«© honour.” 

IV. That the agreement between the Rajah and Nabob afore- 
ſaid, continued on both fides without any violation, under the 
ſanction and guarantee of the Eaſt India Company, for three years; 
when Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, being then Preſident, did pro- 
poſe a further confirmation of the ſaid grant ; and did, on the 12th 
of October, 1773, obtain a delegation for himſelf to be the perſon 
to negociate the ſame : it being his opinion, as expreſſed in his 
Report of October the 4th, 1773, that the Rajah was not only 
entitled to the inheritance of his Zemindary by the grants through 
Captain Harper, but that the preceding treaty of Illabad, though 
literally expreſſing no more than a ſecurity perſonal to Bulwant 
Sing, did notwithſtanding, in the true ſenſe and import thereof, 
extend to his poſterity ; “ and that it had been differently under- 
« ſtood (that 15, not literally) by the Company, and by this ad- 
«« miniſtration ; and the Vizier had before put it out of all dif- 
„ pute, by the ſolemn act paſſed in the Rajah's favour on his 
«« ſucceſſion to the Zemindary,” 
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That the Council, in their inſtructions to the ſaid Governor 
Haſtings, did impower him “ to renew, in behalf of the Rajah 
«« Cheit Sing, the ſtipulation which was formerly made with the 
«« Vizier, in conſideration of his ſervices in 1564; and the go- 
vernment was accordingly ſettled on the Rajah and his poſterity, or 
his heirs, on the ſame footing on which it was granted to his ſaid 
father, excepting the addition aforeſaid to the tribute; with an 
expreſs proviſion, „ that 20 increaſe ſhall ever hereafter be de- 
„ manded.” And the grant and ſtipulation aforeſaid was further 
confirmed by the ſaid Sujah ul Dowla, under the Company's gua- 
rantee, by the moſt ſolemn and awful form of oath known in the 
Mahomedan religion, inſerted in the body of the deed or grant; 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſtrongly impreſſed with the opinion 
of the propriety of protecting the Rajah, and of the injuſtice, ma- 
| lice, and avarice of the ſaid Sujah Dowla, and the known family 
enmity ſubſiſting between him and the Rajah, did declare, in his 
report to the Council, as follows: I am well convinced, that 
« the Rajah's inheritance, and perhaps his life, are no longer ſafe 
© than while he enjoys the Company's protection, which is his 
«« due by the ties of juſtice, and the obligations of public faith. 

VI. That ſome time after the new confirmation aforeſaid, that 
is to ſay, in the year 1774, the Governor General and Council, 
which had been formed, and the Members thereof appointed, by 
Act of Parliament, did obtain the aſſignment of the ſovereignty 
paramount of the ſaid government by treaty with the Nabob of 
Oude; by which, although the ſupreme dominion was changed, 
the terms and conditions of the tenure of the Rajah of Benares re- 
mained ; as the ſaid Nabob of Oude could transfer to the Eaſt 
India Company no other or greater eſtate than he himſelf poſſeſſed 
in or over the ſaid Zemindary. But, to obviate any miſconftruc- 
tion on the ſubject, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did propoſe to the 
Board, that whatever proviſion might in the ſaid treaty be made 
for the intereſt of the Company, the ſame ſhould be“ without an 
*« encroachment on the juſt rights of the Rajah, or the engagements 
actually ſubſiſting with him.” 

VII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings then having, or pretending 
to have, an extraordinary care of the intereſt of the Rajah of 
Benares, did, on his transfer of the ſovereignty, propoſe a new 
grant- to be conveyed in new inſtruments to the ſaid Rajah, con- 
terring upon him further privileges ; namely, the addition of the 
ſovereign rights of the mint, and of the right of criminal juſtice 
of life and death : and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as Governor 
General, did himſelf propoſe the reſolution for that purpoſe in 
Council, in the following words, with remarks explanatory of the 
principles upon which the grants aforeſaid were made : namely, 

Minute. 

VIII.“ That the perpetual and dependent poſſeſſion of the Zemin- 
*« dary of Benares, and its dependencies, be confirmed and guarantied 
to the Rajah Cheit Sing and his heirs for ever, /ubjed only to the an- 
nꝝnual payment of the revenues hitherto paid to the late Visier, amount- 
ing Benares, /ca. rupees, 23,71,059,12, to be diſpoſed of as is ex- 
** prefled in the following article: That no other demand be made 

** on 
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* kind of authority or juriſdiction be exerciſed by either within the 
1% diſtricts aſſigned him.” To which minute he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did ſubjoin the following obſervation in writing, and re- 
corded therewith in the Council books, that is to ſay: ** The Rajah 
« of Benares, from the ſituation of his country, which is a frontier 
* to the provinces of Oude and Bahar, may be made a ſerviceable 
«© Ally to the Company, whenever their affairs ſhall require it. He 
*© has always been conſidered in this light both by the Company and the 
«« ſucceſſive Members of the late Council; but, to inſure his attachment 
«© to the Company, his intereſt muſt be connefed with it, which cannot 
1 be better effefted than by freeing him totally from the REMAINS 
«© of his preſent vaſſalage, under the guarantee and protection of the 
«© Company ; and at the ſame time guarding him againſt any appre- 
* henſions from this government, by thus pledging its faith that no 
« encroachment ſhall ever be made on his rights by the Company. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the fifth of July, 1775, did 
himſelf propoſe, among other articles of the treaty relative to this 
object, one of the following tenor: That whilſt the Rajah ſhall 
« continue faithful to theſe engagements, and punctual in his pay- 
“ ments, and ſhall pay due obedience to the authority of this go- 
« vernment, 20 more demands ſhall be made upon him by the 
«© honourable Company, of ANY KIND; or, on any pret&nce” 
e whatſoever, ſhall any perſon be allowed to interfere with his 
« authority, or to diſturb the peace of his country.” And the 
ſaid article was by the other Members of the Council aſſented to 
without debate. 

IX. On transferring the Rajah's tribute from the Nabob to the 
Company, the ſtipulation with the Nabob was renewed on the 
propoſition of the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, and expreſſed in 
a yet more diſtinct manner; namely, That no more demands 
«© ſhall be made upon him, by the honourable Company, of 
« any kind:“ and the faid Warren Haſtings, in juſtification of 
his propoſal of giving the Rajah “ a complete and uncontrolled 
% authority over his Zemindary,” did enter on the Council book: 
the following reaſons for inveſting him with the fame ; flrougly 
indicating the ſituation in which he muſt be left under any other 
circumſtances, whether under the Nabob of Oude, or under the 
Engliſh, or under the double influence of both: Thar the ſecu- 
«« rity of his perſon and poſſeſſions, from the Company's protection, 
«© may be rated equal to many lacks of rupees ; ce, though 
% /aved to him, are no loſs to the government on which hs A ends, 
«* being all articles of inviſible expence ; in fees to the Minitters and 
«© Officers of the Nabob ; in the charges of a double eſtabliſhment 
«© of Vackeels to both governments; in preſents and charges of 
accommodation to the Nabob, during his reſidence at any place 
„c within the boundaries of his Zemindary ; in the frauds, ember. 
10 glements, and oppreſſions exerciſed in the Mint and Cutwally ; beſides 
«© the allowed profits of thoſe officers, and the advantages which 
r every man in occaſional power, or in the credit of it, might make of 
«© the Rajab's known weakneſs, and the dread he ſtood in both of the 
*« diſpleaſure of the Nabob, and the ill awill of individuals among 
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«« the Engliſh, who were all conſidered, either in their preſent lations 
© or connections, or the right of ſucceſſion, as Members of the ſtate of 
« Bengal. It would be ſcarce poſſible to enumerate all the incon- 
„ vemencies to which the Rajah was liable in his former ſituation, 
or to eſtimate the preciſe effect which they produced on his re- 
«« venue, and on the groſs amount of his expence ; but it may be 
«« eaſily conceived, that both were enormous, and of a nature the 
*© molt likely to leſſen the profits of government, inſtead of _— 
*« tothem.” And in juſtification of his propoſal of giving the Raj 
the ſymbols of ſovereignty in the power of life and death, and in 
the coining of money, as pledges of his independence, he ſtates the 
deplorable fituation of Princes reduced to dependence on the Vizier, 
or the Company, and obliged to entertain an Engliſh refident at 
their Court, in the following words: It is propoſed to receive the 
«© payment of his (the Rajah's) Rents at Patna, becauſe that is the 
«« neareſt provincial ſtation, and becauſe it would not fruſtrate the 
intention of rendering the Rajah independent. If a reſident was 
appointed to receive the money, as it became due; at Benares, 
«« ſuch à reſident would unavoidably acquire an influence over the 
© Rajah, and over his country, which would in effect render him 
« the maſter of both. This conſequence might not, perhaps, be 
brought completely to paſs without a fruggle and many appeals 
* to Council, which, in a government conſtituted like this, cannot 
« fail to terminate againſt the Rajah ; and, by the conſtruction to 
« ewhich his oppoſition to the agent would be liable, might eventually 
% draw on him ſevere reſtrictions, and in reducing him to the mean 
and depraved ſtate of a mere Zemindar. 

That in order to fatisfy the ſaid Rajah of the intentions of the 


A 


cc 


Company towards him, and of the true ſenſe and conſtruction of 


the grants to him, the ſaid Rajah, to be made, the Governor Ge- 
neral (he the ſaid Warren Haſtings) and Council did, on the 24tH 
Auguſt, 1775, inſtruct Mr. Fowke, the reſident at the Rajah's 
Court, in the following words: “It is proper to aſſure the Rajah 
* we do not mean to increaſe his tribute, but to require from him 
an exact ſum. That, under the ſovereignty of the Company, 
we are determined to leave him the free and uncontrolled ma- 
nagement of the internal government of his country, and the 
collection and regulation of the revenues, ſo long as he adheres 
to the terms of his engagement; and will zever demand any 
augmentation of the annual tribute which may be fixed.“ 

XI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the Council General, 
not being fatished with having inſtructed the reſident to make the 
repreſentation aforefaid, to remove all ſuſpicion that by the new 
grants any attempts ſhould infidiouſly be made to change his former 
tenure, did re{olve, that a letter ſhould be written by rhe Governor 
General himſelf to the Rajah of Benares, to be delivered to Mr. 
Fowke the reſident, together with his credentials ; in which lettef 
they declare the Board willing to continue the grant of the Zee 
„ mindary to him, in as @s full and ample a manner as he poſſeſſed it 
«« from former ſovereigns; and on his paying the annual tribute, &c.“ 
And in explaining the reaſons for granting to him the mint and 
criminal juſtice, they inform him, that this is done in order“ _ 
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c he may poſſeſs an uncontrolled and free authority in the regulation 
and government of his Zemindary.“ 

XII. That, on the 26th of February, 1776, the Board and 
Council did order, that the proper inſtruments ſhould be prepared 
for conveying to the Rajah aforeſaid the government and criminal 
juſtice and mint of Benares, with its dependencies, “in the uſual 
form; expreſſing the conditions already reſolved on in the ſeveral 
«« proceedings of the Board.” And on the ſame day a letter was 
written to the Refident at Benares, fignifying that they had ordered 
the proper inſtruments to be prepared, ſpecifying 5 terms con- 
cerning the remittance of the Rajah's tribute to Calcutta, as well 
as ©* the ſeveral other conditions which had been already agreed to; 
«© and that they ſhould forward it to him, to be delivered to the 
„% Rajah.” And on the 2oth of March following, the Board did 
again explain the terms of the ſaid tribute, in a letter to the Court 
of Directors; and did add, “that a Sannud (grant or patent) for 
„his (Cheit Sing's) Zemindary ſhould be furniſhed him, or the/e 
«© and the conditions before agreed on.” 

XIII. That during the courſe of the tranſactions. aforeſaid in 
Council, and the various aflurances given to the Rajah and Court 
of Directors, certain improper and fraudulent practices were uſed, 
with regard to the ſymbols of inveſtiture which ought to have been 
given, and the form of the deeds by which the ſaid Zemindary 
ought to have been granted: for it appears, that the original deeds 
were ſigned by the Board on the 4th of September, 1775, and 
tranſmitted to Mr. Fowke, the reſident at the Rajah's Court ; and 
that, on the 2oth of November following, the Court of Directors 
were acquainted, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the Council, 
that Rajah Cheit Sing had been inveſted with the Sannud (charters 
or patents) for his Zemindary, and the Kellaut (or robes of inveſti- 
ture) in all the proper forms. But, on the iſt of October, 1775, 
the Rajah did complain to the Governor General and Council, that 
the Kellaut (or robes) with which he was to be inveſted, according 
to their order, “ 7s not f the ſame kind as that which he received 
© from the late Vizier, on the like occaſion,” In conſequence of 
the ſaid complaint, the Board did, in their letter to the refident of 
the 11th of the ſame month, delice him “ to make inquiry reſpect- 
ing the nature of the Kellaut, and inveſt him with one of the /ame 

© fort, on the part of this government, inſtead of that which they 
— formerly deſcribed to him.” And it appears highly probable, 


© that the inflruments which accompanied the ſaid robes of inveſti- 


ture, were made in a manner conformable to the orders and direc- 
tions of the Board, and the conditions by them agreed to; as the 
Rajah, who complained of the inſufficiency of the robes, did make 
no complaint of the inſufficiency of the in{truments, or of any de- 
viation in them from thoſe he had formerly received from the 
Vizier. But à copy or duplicate of the ſaid deeds or inſtruments avere 
in feme manner ſurreptitiouſly diſpoſed of, and withheld from the re- 
cords of the Company, and never were tranſmitted to the Court of 

Directors. 
XIV. That ſeveral months after the ſaid ſettlement and inveſti- 
ture, namely, on the 15th of April, 1776, the Secretary my 
the 
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the Court that he had prepared a Sannud, Cabbolut, and Pottakh _ 


K (that is, a patent, an agreement, and a rent roll) for Cheit Sing's 

Zemindary; and the Board ordered the ſame to be executed. But 
7 the reſident, on receiving the ſame, did tranſmit the ſeveral objec- 
1 tions made by the Rajah thereto, and particularly to a clauſe in 
1 the patent, made in direct contradiction to the engagements of the 
[ Council ſo ſolemnly and repeatedly given; by which Clauſe the 
/ former patents are declared to be null. That on the repreſentation 
1 aforeſaid, on the 29th July, the Secretary was ordered to prepare 


new and proper inſtruments, omitting the clauſe declaring the for- 
mer Patents to be null, and the ſaid new patents were delivered to 
1 the Rajah ; and the others which he objected to, as well as thoſe 


3 which had been delivered to him originally, were returned to the 

.n preſidency. But neither the firſt ſet of deeds, nor the fraudulent 

d patent aforeſaid, nor the new inſtruments made out on the com- 

bs laint of the Rajah, omitting the exceptionable words, have been 

od inſerted in the records, although it was the particular duty of the 

G ſaid Warren Haſtings, that all tranſactions with the country powers 
ſhould be faithfully entered; as well as to take care that all inſtru- 

* ments tranſmitted to them, on the faith of the Company, ſhould 

. be honeſtly, candidly, and fairly executed, according to the true 

» intent and meaning of the engagements entered into on the part of 

n the Company; giving, by the ſaid complicated, artificial, and 

y fraudulent management, as well as by his ſaid omitting to record 

5 the ſaid material document, ftrong reaſon to preſume, that he did 

Y even then meditate to make ſome evil uſe of the deeds which he 

8 . thus withheld from the Company, and which he did afterwards in 

by reality make, when he found means and opportunity to effect his 

6 evil purpoſe, | 

: ; 
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Deſigns of Mr, Haſtings to ruin the Rajah of Benares, 


I. T HAT the tribute transferred to the Company, by the tre- 

aty with the Nabob of Oude, being 250,000). a year ſter- 
ling, and upwards, without any deductions whatſoever, was paid 
monthly, with ſuch punctual exaCtneſs, as had no parallel in the 
Company's dealings with any of the native princes, or with any 
ſubject Zeminder, being the only one who never was in arrears ; 
and, according to all appearance, a perfect harmony did prevail 
between the Supreme Council at Calcutta and the Rajah. But 
though the Rajah of Benares furniſhed no occaſion of diſpleaſure to 
the Board, yet it fince appears that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, 
at ſome time in the year 1777, conceive diſpleaſure againſt him. 
In that year, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, retracted his own act 
of reſignation of his office, made to the Court of Directors through 


his agent Mr. Maclean ; and, calling in the aid of the military to 


ſupport him in his authority, breught the diviſions of the govern - 
ment, according to his own expreſſion, “to an extremity bordering 
on civil violence.” This extremity he attributes, in a narrative 
by him tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, and printed, not to 
his own fraud and prevarication, but to what he calls an attempt 
„% to wrelt from him his authority; and in the ſaid narrative he 
pretends that the Rajah of Benares had deputed an agent, with an 
expreſs commiſſion, to his opponent Sir John Clavering.— This fact, 
if it had been true, (which is not proved) was in no ſort criminal 
or offt ſive to the Company's Government; but was at firſt ſight 
nothing more than a proper mark of duty and reſpect to the ſuppoſed 
ſucceſſion of office. Nor is it poſſible to conceive in what manner it 
could offend the ſaid Haſtings, if he did not imagine that the ex- 
preſs commiſſion, to which 1a the ſaid narrative he refers, might 
relate to the diſcovery to Sir John Clavering of ſome practice which 
he migat wiſh to conceal; the ſaid Clavering, whom he ſtyles 
i bis opponent,” having been engaged, in obedience to the Com- 
pany's expreſs orders, in the diſcovery of ſundry peculations, and 
other evil practices, charged upon the ſg Haſtings. But although, 
at the time of the ſaid pretended deputation, he diſſembled his re- 
ſentment, it appears to have . in his mind, and that he never 
forgave it, of whatever nature it might have been (the ſame never 
having been by him explained;) and ſome years after he recorded 
it in his juſtification of his oppreſſive conduct towards the Rajah, 
urging the ſame, with great virulence and aſperity, as a proof or 
preſumption of his the ſaid Rajah's diſaffection to the Company's 
Government; and, by his ſubſequent acts, he ſeems from the firſt 
to have reſolved, when opportunity ſhould occur, on a ſevere 
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II. That having obtained, in his caſting vote, a majority in 
Council, on the death of Sir John Clavering and Mr. Monſon, he 
did ſuddenly, and without any previous general communication 
with the Members of the Board, by a minute of conſultation of the 

th of July 1778, make an extraordinary demand, namely, “ that 
« the Rajah of Benares ſhould conſent to the eſtabliſhment of three 
regular battalions of Sepoys, to be raiſed and maintained at bis 
& own expence; and the ſaid expence was eſtimated at between 
fifty and ſixty thouſand pounds ſterling. 

III. That the ſaid requiſition did ſuppoſe the conſent of the Ra- 
jah, the very word being inſerted in the body of his, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings's, minute; and the ſame was agreed to, though with 
ſome doubts on the parts of two of his colleagues, Mr. Francis and 
Mr. Wheler, concerning the right of making the ſame, even word. 
ed as it was. But Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler ſoon after finding 
that the Rajah was much alarmed by this departure from the treaty, 
the requiſition aforeſaid was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by them. The 
ſaid Haſtings did, notwithſtanding this oppoſition, perſevere ; and 
by his caſting vote alone did carry the ſaid unjuſt and oppreflive de- 
mand. The Rajah ſubmitted, after ſome murmuring and remon- 
trance, to pay the ſum required; but on the expreſs condition (as 
has been frequently aſſerted by him to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
without any contradiction) that the exaction ſhould continue but for 
one year, and ſhould not be drawn into precedent. He alſo requeſted 
that the extraordinary demand ſhould be paid along with the inftal- 
ments of his monthly tribute: But although the ſaid Warren Haſt. 
ings did not ſo much as pretend that the inſtant payment was at all 
neceſſary, and though he was urged by his before-mentianed col- 
leagues to moderate his proceedings, he did inſiſt upon immediate 

ayment of the whole; and did deliver his demand in proud and 
inſulting „ N wholly unfit for a governor of a civilized nation 
to uſe towards eminent perſons in alliance with, and in honourable 
and free dependence upon, its government; and did ſupport the 
ſame with arguments full of unwarrantable paſſion, and with re- 
ferences to reports affecting merely his own perional power and con- 
ſideration, which reports were not proved, nor attempted to be 
proved; and, if proved, furniſhing reaſons inſufficient for his pur. 
poſe, and indecent in any public proceedings. That the ſaid Haſt- 
ings did cauſe the ſaid ſums of money to be rigorouſly exacted, al- 
though no ſuch regular battalions, as he pretended to eſtabliſh as a 
colour for his demand on the Rajah, were then raiſed, or any ſteps 
taken towards railing them. And when the faid Rajah pleaded his 
inability to pay the whole ſum at once, he, the faid Haſtings, per- 
ſevering in his ſaid outrageous and violent demeanour, did order 
the Reſident to wait on the Rajah forthwith, and “' demand of him 
in perſon, and by writing, the full payment in ſpecie to be made 
*© to him within five days of ſuch demand; and to declare to him, 
* in the name of this Government, that his evading or neglecting 
to accompliſh the payment thereof within that ſpace of time, 
* ſhould be deemed equivalent to an av/olute refuſal; and in caſe of 
*© non-compliance with this (the Reſident's) demand, ave perempto- 
rihy enjoin you to refrain from all further intercourſe with bim: The 
FER a | | laid 
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ſaid Haſtings appearing, by all his proceedings, to be more diſ- 
poſed to bring on a quarrel with the Prince of Benares, than to 
provide money for any public ſervice. 

IV. That the ſaid demand was complied with, and the whole 
thereof paid on the 1oth of October, that year. And the ſaid Ra- 
Jah did write to the ſaid Haſtings a letter, in order to mitigate and 
mollify him, declaring to the ſaid Haſtings, that his ſole reliance 
was on him, and that in every inſtance he depended on his faith, 
religion, promiſes, and actions.“ But he, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, as if the being reminded of his faith and promiſes were an 
incentive to him to violate the ſame, although he had agreed that 
his demand ſhonld not be drawn into precedent, and the payment 
of the 50,000]. aforeſaid ſhould continue only for one year, did, the 
very day after he had received the letter aforeſaid, renew a demand 
of the ſame nature, and on the ſame pretence, this year, even leſs 
plauſible than the former of three battalions zo be raiſed. The ſaid 
Rajah, on being informed of this requiſition, did remind the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings that he engaged, in the laſt year, that but one 
payment ſhould be made, and that he ſhould not be called upon in 
future; and pleading inability to diſcharge the new demand, de- 
clared himſelf in the following words to the ſaid Warren Haſtings : 
I] am therefore hopeful you will be kindly pleaſed to excuſe me 
ce the five lacks now demanded, and that nothing may be demanded 
«© of me beyond the amount expreſſed in the Pottah.” 

V. That on the day after the receipt of this letter, that is, on 
the 28th Auguſt 1779, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, made a re- 
ply to the ſaid letter; and, without any remark whatſoever on the 
allegation of the Rajah, ſtating to him his engagement that he, 
the ſaid Rajah, ſhould not be called upon in future, he ſays, I 
«© now repeat my demand, that you do, on the receipt of this, 
«« without evaſion or delay, pay the five lack of rupees into the 
«© hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, who has orders to receive it from 
« you; and, in caſe of your refuſal, to ſummon the two battalions 
* of Sepoys, under the command of Major Camac, to Benares, 
that meaſures may be taken to oblige you to a compliance: And, 
in this caſe, the whole expence of the corps, from the time of 
its march, will fall on you.” 

VI. That the ſaid Rajah did a ſecond and third time repreſent to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he had broke his promiſe, and the 
did Haſtings did in no manner deny the ſame; but did, in cen- 
tempt thereof, as well as of the original treaty between the Com- 

any and the Rajah, order two battalions of troops to march into 
bis territories, and in a manner the moſt harſh, inſulting, and de- 
ſpotic, as if io provoke that Prince to ſome act of reſiſtance, did 
compel him to the payment of the ſaid ſecond unjuſt demand; and 


did extort alſo the ſum of 2,000. on pretence of the charge of the 


troops employed to coerce him. 
VII. That the third year, that is to ſay, in the year 1780, the 
ſame demand was, with the ſame menaces, renewed; and did, as 
before, produce ſeveral humble remonſtrances and ſubmiſſive com- 
laints, which the ſaid Haſtings did always treat as crimes and of- 
— of che higheſt order; And although in the regular _— or 
tribute, 
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tribute, which was monthly payable by treaty, fifty days of grace 
were allowed on each payment, and after the expiration of the ſaid 
fifty days one quarter per cent. only was provided-as a penalty, he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on ſome ſhort delay of payment of his 
third arbitrary and illegal demand, did preſume, of his own au- 
thority, to impoſe a fine or mulct of 10,0901. on the ſaid Raj ah: 
And though it does not appear whether or no the ſame was actually 
levied, the ſaid threat was ſoon after followed by an order, from 
the ſaid Haſtings, for the march of troops into the country of Be- 
nares, as in the preceding year. 

VIII. That theſe violent and inſulting meaſures failing to pro- 
voke the Rajah, and he having paid up the whole demand, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings being reſolved to drive him to extremities, did 
make on the ſaid Rajah a ſudden demand, over and above the or- 
dinary tribute or ſubſidy of 260,000]. per annum, aud over and 
above the 50,000l. extraordinary to provide a body of cavalry for 
the ſervice of the Bengal Government. 

IX. The demand, as expreſſed in the minute of conſultation, 
and in the public inſtructions of the Board to the reſident, to make 
the requiſition, is “ for ſuch part of the cavalry entertained in his 
«« ſervice as he can ſpare; and the demand is in this, and in no 
other manner, deſcribed by the Governor General and Council in 
their letter to the Court of Directors. But in a narrative of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, addreſſed to Edward Wheler, Eſquire, it 
appears, that upon the Rajah's making difficulties, according to 
the repreſentation of the ſaid Haſtings, relative to the ſaid requiſt- 
tion, the correſpondence concerning which the ſaid Haſtings hath 
fraudulently ſuppreſſed, he, the ſaid Haſtings, inſtead of adhering 
to the requiſition of ſuch cavalry as the Rajah could ſpare, and which 
was all that by the order of Council he was authorized to make, 
did, of his own private and arbitrary authority, in ſome letter which 
he hath ſuppreſſed, inſtruct the reſident Markham to make a pe- 
remptory demand for 2000 cavalry, which he well knew to be more 
than the Rajah's finances could ſupport, eſtimating the proviſion 
for the ſame at 96,0001. a year at the loweſt, though the expence 
of the ſame would probably have been much more: which extrava- 
gant demand the ſaid Hatfrings could only have made in hopes of 
provoking the Rajah to ſome imprudent meaſure, or paſſionate re- 
monſtrance. And this arbitrary demand of c»,alry was made and 
peremptorily inſiſted on, although in the original treaty with the 
ſaid Rajah it was left entirely optional whether or not he ſhould 
keep up any cavalry at all : and in the minute of conſultation it 
was expreſsly mentioned to be thus optional: and that for what- 


ſoever cavalry he, the ſaid Rajah ſhould furniſh, he ſhould be paid 


15 rupees per month for cach private, and fo in proportion for of-. 
ficers : yet the demand aforeſaid was made without any offer what- 
ſoever of providing the ſaid payment according to treaty. 

X. That the ſaid Haſtings did ſoon after, but upon what grounds 
does not appear by any Minute of Council, or from any correſpon- 
dence contained in his narrative, reduce the demand to fifteen 
thouſand, and afterwards to one thouſand ; by which he ſhewed 
himſelf to be ſenſible of the extravaganc: of his fir zequiſttion. 

XI. 
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XI. That in conſequence of theſe requiſitions, as he aſſerts in 
his narrative aforeſaid, the Rajah “ did offer 250 horſe, but ſent 
«© none.” But the ſaid Haſtings doth not accompany his ſaid nar- 
rative with any voucher or document whatever ; and therefore the 
account given by the Rajah, and delivered to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings himſelf, inſerted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, 
in his narrative, and in no part thereof attempted to be impeached, 
is more worthy of credit; that is to ſay, | 

With reſpe& to the horſe, you deſired me in your letter, to 
10 inform you of what number I could afford to ſtation with you. 
J ſent you a particular account of all that were in my ſervice, 
«« amounting to one thouſand three hundred horſe, of which ſeve- 
i ral were ſtationed at diſtant places; but I received no anſwer to 

* this. Mr. Markham delivered me an order to prepare a thou- 
«« ſand horſe. In compliance with your wiſhes, I collected five 
«© hundred horſe, and a ſubſtitute for the remainder, five hundred 
«« Burkundaſles | Match-lock-men], of which I ſent you informa- 
4% tion; I told Mr. Markham that they were ready to go to what- 
«© ever place they ſhould be ſent. No anſwer, however, come 
ce from you on this head, and I remained aſtoniſhed at the cauſe 
«« of it. Repeatedly I aſked Mr. Markham about an anſwer to my 
ce letter about the horſe; but he told me that he did not know 
«< the reaſon of no anſwer having been ſent, I remained aſto- 
«© niſhed.” 

XII. That the ſaid Haſtings is guilty of an high offence, in not 
giving an anſwer to letters of ſuch importance, and in concealing 
the ſaid letters from the Court of Directors, as well as much of 
his correſpondence with the reſidents; and more particularly in not 
directing to what place the cavalry and match-lock-men aforeſaid 
ſhould be ſent, when the Rajah had declared they were ready to go 
to whatever ſervice ſhould be deſtined for them, and afterwards in 
maliciouſly accuſing the Rajah for not having ſent the ſame. 

XIII. That, on the 3d of February, 1781, a new demand, for 
the ſupport of the three fictitious battalions of ſepoys aforeſaid, 
was made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings : but, whilit the Rajah was 
paying by inſtalments the ſaid arbitrary demand, the ſaid Rajah 
was alarmed with ſome intelligence of ſecret projects on foot for 
his ruin; and being well apprized of the malicious and revengeful 
temper of the ſaid , Haſtings, in order to pacify him, if poffible, 
offered to redeem himſelf by a large ranſom, to the amount of two 
hundred thouſand pounds fterling, to be paid for the uſe of the 
Company. And it appears, that the ſaid alarm was far from 
being groundleſs ; for Major Palmer, one of the ſecret and confiden- 
tial agents of the ſaid Haſtings, hath ſworn, on the fourth of De- 
cember, 1781, at the deſire of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, before 
Sir Elijah Impey, to the following effect; that is to ſay, „that 
te the ſaid Warren Haſtings had told him, the ſaid Palmer, that 
«© he, the ſaid Haſtings, had rejected the offer of two hundred 
«« thouſand pounds made by the Rajah of Benares for the public 
1c ſervice; and that he was reſolved t convert the faults committed 
«<< by the Rajah into a public benefit, and would exact the ſum of 
<« 500,000 1, as a puniſhment for his breach of engagements 2 

e th 
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„ the government of Bengal, and acts of miſconduR in his Zemin- 
% dary; and, if the Rajan ihould abſolutely refuſe the demand, 
„ that he would deprive him of his Zemindary, or transfer the 
« fovercignty thereof to the Nabob of Oude.“ 

XIV. And Mr. Anderſon, in his declaration from Scindia's 
camp, of the 4th of January, 1782, did alſo, at the deſire of Mr. 
Haſtings, depoſe (though not on oath) concerning a converſation 
between him and the ſaid Haſtings (but mentioning neither time 
nor place where the ſame was held) in which converſation, after 
reciting the allegations of the ſaid Haſtings, relative to ſeveral par- 
ticulars of the delay and backwardneſs of the Rajah in paying the 
aforeſaid extra demand, and his reſolution to exact from the Rajah 
% a conſiderable ſum of money to the relief of the Company's 
* exlgencies,” he proceeds in the following words; That if he 
„ (the Rajah) conſented, you (the ſaid Warren Haſtings) were 
deſirous of M liſbing his poſſejjons on the moſt permanent and eligible 
e footing ; but, if he refuſed, you had it in your power to ra:/e a 
large ſum for the Company, by accepting an offer which had 
„ been made for his diſtricts by the Vizier.” And the ſaid An- 
derſon, in the declaration aforeſaid, made at the requeſt of the ſaid 
Haſtings, and addreſſed to him, expreſſed himſelf as follows: 
That you told me you had communicated our deſigns to Mr. 
« Wheler (his only remaining colleague) and I believe, but I do 
© not poſitively recollect, you ſaid he concurred in them.” But 
no trace of any ſuch communication or concurrence did, at the 
time referred to, or at any time ever after, appear on the conſulta- 
tions, as it ought to have done; and the ſaid Haſtings is criminal, 
for having omitted to enter and record the proceeding. That the 
ſud Wheler did alſo declare, but a confiderable time after the date 
of the converſations aforeſaid, that ** on the eve of the Governor 
« General's departure, the ſaid Haſtings had told him, that the 
% Rajah's offences (not ſtating what offences, he having paid up 
* all the demands, ordinary and extraordinary) were declared to 
require early puniſhment, and as his wealth was great, and the 
© Company's exigencies preſſing, it was thought a meaſure of policy 
*« and of jultice, to exact from him a large pecuniary mul& for 
ce their relief, The ſum to which the Governor declared his reſo- 
« lution to extend the fine, was forty cr fifty lacks ; his ability to 
© pay it, was ſtated as a fact that could not admit of a doubt; 
© and the two alternatives, on which the Governor declared him- 
5 ſelf to have reſolved, were, to the beſt of my recollection, either 
« a removal from his Zemindary entirely; or, by taking imme- 
e diate poſſeſſion of all his forts, to obtain out of the treaſure de- 
«© polited in them the above ſum for the Company. 

XV. That, in the declaration of the ſaid Wheler, the time of 
the converſation aforeſaid, is ſtated to be on the eve of the Go- 
vernor's departure, and then ſaid to be confidential; nor is it ſaid 


or inſinuated that he knew, or ever heard thereof, at a more early 


period ; though it appears by Major Palmer's affidavit, that the 

dehgn of taking not four or five, but abſolutely five hundred thou- 

ſand pounds from the Rajah, was communicated to him as early as 

the month of june. And it does not appear, by the declarations 
| E 


of 
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of the ſaid Wheler, he did ever caſually or officially approve of 
the meaſure; which long concealment and late communication, 
time not being allowed to his coll-ague to conſider the nature and 
conſequences of ſuch a project, or to adviſe any precaution concern— 
ing the ſame, is a high miſdemeanor. 

XVI. That the ſaid Haſtings, having formed a reſolution to ex- 
ecute one of the three viclent and arbitrary reſolutions aforeſaid ; 
namely, to ſell the Company's ſovereignty over Benares to the Na- 
bob of Oude; or to diſpoſſeſs the Rajah of his territories z or to 
ſeize upon his forts, and to plunder them of the treaſure therein 
contained, to the amount of four or five hundred thouland pounds; 
did reject the offer of two hundred thouſand pounds, tendered by 
the ſaid Rajah for his redemption from the injurtes which he had 
diſcovered that the ſaid Haſtings had clandeſtinely meditated againſt 
him; although the ſam aforeſaid would have been a conſiderable 
and ſeaſonable acquiſition at that time; the ſaid Haſtings being 
determined, at a critical period, to rilk the exiſtence of the Britiſn 
empire, rather than to fail in the gratilication of his revenge againſt 
the ſaid Rajah, 

XVII. That the firſt of his three inſtituted projects, namely, the 
depriving the Rajah of his territories, was by himſelf confidered as 
a meaſure likely to be productive of much odium to the Britiſh 
Government; he having declared, whatever opinions he might 
entertain of its juſtice, That it would have an appearance of 
«« ſeverity; and might furniſh grounds wn/avourasle to the credit of 
* our government, and to his own reputation, from the natural influ— 
«« ence which every ad of rigour, exerciſed in the perſons of men 
in elevated /ituations, is apt to impreſs on thoſe who are too re- 
% mote from the ſcene of action to judge, by any evidence of the 
© facts themſelves, of their motives or propriety.” And the ſe- 
cond attempt, the ſum of money which he aimed at, by attacking 
the fortreſſes of the Rajah, and plundering them of the treaſure 
ſuppoſed to be there ſecured, beſides the obvious uncertainty of 
acquiring what was thus ſought, would be liable to the fame impu— 
tations with the former. And with regard to the third project, 
namely, the ſale of the Company's ſovereignty to the Nabob of 
Oude, and his having actually received propotals for the fame, it 
was an high offence to the Company, as preſuming, without their 
authority or conſent, to put up to ſale their ſovereign rights; and 
particularly, to put them up to ſale to that very perſon, againſt 
whom the independence of the ſaid Province had been declared by 
the Governor General and Council to be neceſſary, as a barrier, 
tor the ſecurity of the other provinces, in caſe of a future rupture 
with him. It was an heinous injury to the ſaid Rajah, to attempt 
to change his relation without his conſent, eſpecially en account of 
the perſon to whom he was to be made over for money, by reaſon 
of the known enmity ſubſiſting be:ween his family and that of the 
Nabob, who was to be the purchaſer ; and it was a grievous out- 
rage on the innocent inhabitants of the Zemindary of Benares, to 
propoſe putting them under a perſon long before deſcribed by him- 
ſelf, to the Court of Directors, ©* to want the qualities of the 
«© head and heart requiſite for his tation ;?” and in a letter from 

the 
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| the Britiſh reſident at Oude, tranſmitted to the ſaid Court, repre- 


ſents him to have wholly loſt, by his oppre/icns, the confidence 
« and affections of his own ſubjects ;” and whoſe diſtreſſes, and 
the known diſorders in hi government, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did 
attribute ſolely to his own bad conduct and evil character: admit- 
ting alſo, in a letter written to Edward Wheler, Eſq; and tranſ- 
mitted to the Court of Directors, „ that many circumſtances did 
% favour ſuſpicion of his (the ſaid Nabob's) fidelity to the Engliſh 
« intereſt, the Nabob being ſurrounded by men baſe in their cha- 
« racters, and improvident in their underſtandings, his favourites 
„ and his companions of his looſer hours. Theſe had every cauſe 
«* to dread the effect of mv influence on theirs ; and both theſe, 
« and the relations of the family, whoſe views of conſequence and 
© power were intercepted by our participation in the adminiſtration 
© of his affairs, entertained a mortal hatred to our nation, and 
«« openly avowed it.” And the ſaid Haſtings was well aware, 
that in caſe the Nabob, by him deſcribed in the manner aſoreſaid, 
on making ſuch purchaſe, ſhould continne to obſerve the terms of 
his father's original covenants and engagements with the Rajah, 
and ſhould pay the Company the only tribute which he could law- 
fully exact from the ſaid Rajah; it was impoſſible that he could, 
for the mere naked and unprofitable rights of a ſovereignty para- 
mount, afford to offer ſo great a ſum as the Rajah did offer © the 
ſaid Haſtings, for his redemption from oppreflion. Such an acqui- 
ſition to the Nabob (while he kept his faith) could not poſſibly be 
of any advantage whatever to him ; and that therefore, if a great 
ſum was to be paid by the Nabob of Oude, it mult be for the pur- 
poſe of oppreſſion, and violation of public faith, to be perpetrated 
in the perſon of the ſaid Nabob, to an extent and in a manner, 
which the ſaid Haſtings was then apprehentive he could not juſtify 
to the Court of Directors, as his own pertonal act. 
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Expulſion of the Rajah of Benares. 


| HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being reſolved on the 
ruin of the Rajah aforeſaid, as a preliminary ſtep thereto 


* did, againſt the expreſs orders of the Court of Directors, remove 


Francis Fowke, Eſquire, the Company's reſident at the city of 
Benares, without any complaint, or pretence of complaint what- 
ſoever, but merely on his own declaration, that he muſt have, as a 
reſident at Benares, a perſon of his own ſpecial and perſonal nomi- 
nation and confidence, and not a man of the Company's nomina- 
tion ; and 1n the place of the ſaid Francis Fowke, thus illegally 
diveſted of his office, did appoint thereto another ſervant of the 
Company of his own choice. 

II. That foon after he had removed the Company's reſident, he 
prepared for a journey to the upper provinces, and particularly to 
Benares, in order to execute the wicked and perfidious defigns by 
him before meditated and contrived ; and although he did commu- 
nicate his purpoſe privately to ſuch perſons as he thought fit to 
entruſt therewith, he did not enter any thing on the conſultations 
to that purpoſe, or record the principles, real or pretended, on 
which he had reſolved to act, nor did he ſtate any guilt in the Rajah 
which he intended to puniſh, or charge him, the ſaid Rajah, with 
entertaining any hoſtile intentions, the effects of which were to be 
prevented by any ſtrong meaſure ; but on the contrary, he did in- 
duftriouſly conceal his real deſigns from the Court of Directors, 
and did fallaciouſly enter on the conſultations a minute declaratory 
of purpoſes wholly different therefrom, and which ſuppoſed nothing 
mere than an amicable adjuſtment, founded on the treaties between 
the Company and the Rajah, inveſting himſelf by his ſaid mi- 
nute with ** full power and authority to form /uch arrangements 
« with the Rajah of Benares, for the beiter government and 
«© management of his Zemindary, and to perform ſuch acts for 
% the unprovernent of the intereſt which the Company poſſeſſes in 
« it, as he ſhall think j? and conſonaut to the mutual engagements 
% ſubſiſting between the Company and the Raj ab;“ and for this and 
other purpoſes he did inveſt himtelt with the whole power of the 
Council, giving to himſelf an authority, as if his acts had been 
the acts of the Council itſelf; which, though a power of a 
dangerous, unwarrantable, and illegal exteat, yet does plainly 
imply the following limits, namely, that the acts done ſhould be 
arranged with the Rajah, that is, with his conſent ; and, ſecondly, 
That they ſhould be conſonant to the actual engagements between 
the parties; and nothing appears in the minute conferring the ſaid 
power, which did expreſs or imply any authority for depriving the 
: Rajah 
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Rajah of his government, or ſelling the ſovereignty thereof to his 
hereditary enemy, or for the plunder of his fort treaſures. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having formed the plans aforeſaid 
for the ruin of the Rajah, did ſet out on a journey to the city of 
Benares with a great train, but with a very ſmall force, not much 
exceeding ſix companies of regular black ſoldiers, to perpetrate 
ſome of the unjuſt and violent acts by him meditated and reſolved 
on: And the ſaid Haſtings was met, according to the uſage of 
diſtinguiſhed perſons in that country, by the Rajah of Benares 
with a very great attendance, both in boats and one ſhore, which 
attendance he did apparently intend as a mark of honour and ob- 
ſervance to the place and perſon of the ſaid Haſtings, but which 
the ſaid Haſtings did afterwards groundleſsly and maliciouſly repre- 
ſent as an indication of a deſign upon his life; and the ſaid Rajah 
came into the pinnace in which the ſaid Haſtings was carried, and 
in a lowly and ſuppliant manner, alone, and without any guard or 
attendance whatſoever, entreated his favour ; and being received 
with great ſternneſs and arrogance, he did put his turban in the la 
of the ſaid Haſtings, thereby ſignifying, that he abandoned nis life 
and fortune to his diſpoſal, and then departed ; the ſaid Haſtings 
not apprehending, nor having any reaſon to apprehend, any vio- 
lence whatſoever to his perſon. 

IV. That the ſaid Haſtings, in the utmoſt ſecurity, and freedom 
from apprehenſion, did purſue his journey, and did arrive at the 
city of Benares, on the 14th of Auguſt, 1781, ſome hours before 
the Rajah, who, ſoon after his arrival, intended to pay him a viſit 
of honour and reſpect at his quarters, but was by the ſaid Haſtings 
rudely and inſolently forbid, until he ſhould receive his permiſſion. 
And the ſaid Haſtings, although he had previouſly determined on 
the ruin of the ſaid Rajah, in order to afford ſome colour of regu- 
larity and juſtice to his proceedings, did, en the day after his 
arrival, that is, on the 15th day of Auguſt, 1781, ſend to the 
Rajah a charge in writing, which, though informal and irregular, 
may be reduced to four articles, two general, and two more parti- 
cular. The firſt of the general being, That he, (the Rajah) 
* had, by the means of his ſecret agents, endeavoured to excite 
* diſorders in the government on which he depended ;*” the ſecond, 
* That he had ſuffered the daily perpetration of robberies and 
* murders, even in the ſtreets of Benares, to the great and public 
« ſcandal of the Engliſh name.” 

V. That it appears, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings is guilty of 
an high offence, contrary to the fundamental principles of juſtice, 
in the ſaid mode of charging miſdemeanors, without any ſpecifica- 
tion of perſon, or place, or time, or act, or any offer of ſpeciſica- 
tion or proofs by which the party charged may be enabled to refute 
the ſame, in order to unjuſtly load his reputation, and to prejudice 
him with regard to the articles more clearly ſpecified. 

VI. That the two ſpecified articles relate to certain delays : The 
firſt, with regard to the payment of the ſums of money unjuſtly 
extorted as aforeſaid ; and the ſecond, the non-compliance with a 
requiſition of cavalry; which non-compliance the ſaid Haſtings 
(even if the ſaid charges had been founded) did falſely, and in 

5 contradiction 
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contradiction to all law, affirm and maintain (in his accuſation 
againſt the Rajah, and addrefiing himſelf to him) “ to amount to 
* a direct charge of diſſaffection and 7»/ide/ity to the government 
5 on which you depend.” And further proceeded as follows: 
therefore judged it proper to ſtate them, (the ſaid charges) 
«© thus fully to you in writing, and to reguire your anſwer; and 
«« this | expect Immediately.” That the fad Haſtings ſtating his 
pretended facts to amount to a charge of the nature (as he would 


have it underitood) of high treaſon; and zherefore, calling for an» 


immediate anſwer, did wilfully act againt the rules of natural 
Juſtice, which requires that a convenient time ſhould be given to 
anſwer, proportioned to the greatneſs of the offence alledged, and 
the heavy penalties which attend it ; and when he did arrogate to 
himfelf a right both to charge and to judge in his own perſon, 
he ought to have allowed the Rajah full opportunity for conferring 
with his Miniſters, his Doctors of Law, and his Accountants, on 
the facts charged, and on the criminality inferred in the ſaid accu- 
fation of diſloyalty and diſaffection, or offences of that quality. 
VII. That the ſaid Rajah did, under the preſſure of the diſ- 
advantages aforeſaid, deliver in, upon the very evening of the day 
of the charge, a full, complete, and ſpecific anſwer to the two arti- 
cles therein ſpecified ; and did alledge, and offer proof, that the 
whole of the extraordinary demands of the ſaid Haltings had been 
actually long before paid and diſcharged; and did fate a proper 
defence with regard to the cavalry, even ſuppoſing him bound 
(when he was not bound) to furniſh any. And the ſaid Rajah did 
make a direct denial of the truth of the two general articles, and 
did explain himſelf on the ſame in as fatisfaGory a manner, and as 
fully as their nature could permit ; offering to enter into immediate 
trial of the points in iſſue between him and the ſaid Haſtings, in 


the remarkable words following': “ My enemies, with a view to 


« my ruin, have made falſe repreſentations to you. Now that, 
« happily fer me, you have yourſelf arrived at this place, you will 
4 he able to aſcertain all the circumſtanges; firit, relative to the 
«©. horſe; ſecondly, to my people going to Calcutta; and, third- 
« ly, the dates of the receipts of the particular ſums above-men- 
« tioned. You will then know whether I have amuſed you with a 
«« falſe repreſentation, or made a juſt report to you.” And in the 


faid anſwer the ſaid Rajah complained, but in the moſt modeſt 


terms, of an injury to him of the moſt dangerous and criminal na— 
ture in tranſactions of ſuch moment, namely, his not receiving any 
anſwer to his letters and petitions ; and concluded 1n the following 
words: I have never ſwerved in the ſmalleſt degree from my 
* duty to you. It remains with you to decide on all theſe mat- 
«« ters. I am in every caſe your ſlave, What is juſt 1 have re- 
«© preſented to you. May your proſperity increaſe !”? | 

VIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound, by the eſſen- 
tial principles of natural juſtice, to attend to the claim made by 
the Rajah to a fair and impartial trial and enquiry into the matter 
of accuſation brought againſt him by the ſaid Haſtings, at a time 
and place which furniſhed all proper materials, and the preſence of 
all neceſſary witneſſes ; but the ſaid Haſtings, inſtead of inſtituting 


the 
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the ſaid enquiry, and granting trial, did receive an humble requeſt 
for juſtice from a great prince as a freſh offence, and as a perſonal 
inſult to himſelf ; and did conceive a violent paſſion of anger, and 
a ſtrong reſentment thereat, declaring, that he did conſider the ſaid 
anſwer as not only unſatisfactory in ſubſtance, but offenſive in ſtyle : 
«« This anſwer you will perceive to be not only unſatisfactory in 
*« ſubſtance, but offenſive in ſtyle ; and leſs a vindication of him- 


* ſelf, than a recrimination on me. It expreſſes no concern for 


« the cauſes of complaint contained in my letter, or defire to atone, 
« for them, nor the ſmalleſt intention to purſue a different line of 
* "3 * 
conduct: An anſwer couched nearly in terms of defance to re- 
« quiſitions of fo ſerious a nature, I could not but confider as 2 


* ſtrong indication of that jpirit of independency which the Rajah has | 
* tor tome years paſt aſtumed, and of which indeed I had early.” . 
« oblerved other manifeſt ſymptoms, both before and from the in 


« ſtant of my arrival.” — WV hich repreſentation is altogether, and 
in all parts thereof, grouudleſs and injurious; as the tubſtance of 
the anſwer is a juſtification proper to be pleaded, and the ſtyle, if 
in any thing exceptionable, it is in its extreme humility, Teſulting 
rather from an unmanly and abject ſpirit, than from any thing X 
an offenſive liberty; but being received as diſreſpectful by the 1aid 
Haſtings, it abundantiy indicates the tyrannical arrogance of the 
ſaid Hattings, and the depreſſion into which the natives are ſunk 
under the britiſh Government. 

IX. That the faid Warren Haſtings, pretending to have been 
much alarmed at the offenſive language of the ſaid Kajah's defence, 
and at certain appearances of independency which he had obſeryed, 


not only on former occaſions, but ſince his arrival at Benares (where. 
he had been but little more than one day) and which appearances. | 


he never has ſpecified in any one inſtance, did affert that. He con- 
ceived himſelf indiſpenſably obliged to adopt ſome decifive'plan ; 
and withour any further enquiry or conſultation (whick appears) 
with any perſon, did, at ten o'clock of the very night on which he 
received the before-mentioned full and ſatisfactory, as well as ſhb= 


miſſive anſwer, fend an order to the britiſh Refident (then being Av 


ore. 


public Miniſter repretenting the Britiſh Government at the'© 
of the ſaid Rzjah, and as iuch bound by the law of nations to rex, 
ſpect the Prince at whole Court he was refideat, and not to at- 
tempt any thing againſt his perſon or ſtate; and who ought not. 
therefore to have been choſen by the laid Haſtings, and compelled' 
to ſerve in that buſineſs) that he ſhould on the next morning arreſt 
the ſaid Prince in his palace, and keep him in his cuſtody until 
further orders; which ſaid order being conceived in the moſt pe- 
remptory terms, the Kajah was put under arreſt, with a guard of 
about 30 orderly depoys, with their ſwords drawn: And the parti- 
culars thereof were reported to him as follows: 


« Honourable Sir, 


this morning, in obedience to your orders of laſt night, pro- 
«« ceeded with a few of my orderlies, accompanied by Lieutenant 
% Stalker, to Shewalla Ghaut, the preſent reſidence of Rajah 


«« Chet 
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*© Cheit Sing, and acquainted him, it was your pleaſure he ſhould 
*© conſider himſelf in arreſt; that he ſhould order his people to 
*© behave in a quiet and orderly manner, for that any attempt 70 
* reſcue him would be attended with his own deſtruction. The Rajah 
«© {ubmitted quietly to the arreſt, and aſſured me, that whatever were 
„ your orders, he was ready implicitly to obey : He hoped that 
you would allow him a /#6//ence; but as for his Zemindary, his 
*© forts, and his treaſure, he was ready to lay them at your feet, and 
% his life if required. He expreſſed himſelf much hurt at the igno- 
« miny which he affirmed muſt be the conſequence of his confine- 
* ment; and entreated me to return to you with the foregoing ſub- 
* miſſion, hoping that you would make allowances for his youth 
« and inexperience, and in conſideration of his father's name re- 
4 leaſe him from his confinement, as ſoon as he ſhould prove the 
«* ſincerity of his offers, and himſelf deſerving of your compaſſion 
and forgiveneſs.“ 

X. That a further order was given, that every ſervant of the 
Rajah's ſhould be diſarmed, and a certain number only left to at- 
tend him, under a ſtrict watch. In a quarter of an hour after this 
converſation, two companies of grenadier Sepoys were ſent to the 
Rajah's palace by the ſaid Haſtings ; and the Rajah being diſmayed 
by this unexpected and unprovoked treatment, wrote two ſhort let- 
ters or petitions to the ſaid Haſtings, under the greateſt apparent 
dejection at the outrage and diſhonour he had ſuffered in the eyes 
of his ſubjects, all impriſonment of perſons of rank being held in 
that country as a mark of indelible infamy, and he allo in all pro- 
bability conſidering his impriſonment as a prelude to the taking a- 
way his life; and in the firſt of the ſaid petitions he did expreſs 
himſelf in this manner: * Whatever may be your pleaſure, do it 
«© with your own hands, I am your ſlave. What occaſion can there 
*« be for a guard !”” And in the other, “my honour was beſtowed 
«© upon me by your Highneſs. It depends on you alone to take a- 
« way, or not to take away the country out of my hands. In caſe 
* my honour is not left to me, how ſhall I be equal to the buſineſs 
« of the government? whoever, with his hands in a ſupplicating 
« poſture, is ready with his life and property, what neceſſity can 
© there be for him to be dealt with in this way ?” 

XI. That according to the ſaid Haſtings's narrative of this tranſ- 
action, he, (the ſaid Haſtings) on account of the apparent deſpon- 
dency in which theſe letters were written, “thought it aeceſſary to 
« give him /ome encouragement ;?* and therefore wrote him a note 
of a few lines, careleſsly and haughtily expreſſed, and little calcu- 
lated to relieve him from his uneaſineſs, promiſing to ſend to him 
a perſon to explain particulars; and deſiring him * to ſet his mind 
« at reſt, and not to conceive any terror or apprehenſion.” To 
which an anſwer of great humility and dejection was received. 

XII. That the report of the Rajah's arreſt did cauſe a great 
alarm in the city, in the ſuburbs of which the Rajah's palace is 
ſituated, and in the adjacent country. The people were filled with 
diſmay and anger at the outrage and indignity offered to a prince 
under whoſe government they enjoyed much eaſe and happineſs, 
Under theſe circumſtances the Rajah deſired leave to perform his 

I ablutions ; 
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ablutions; which was refuſed, unleſs he ſent for water, and per- 
formed that ceremony on the ſpot. This he did. And ſoon after 
ſome of the people, Who now began to ſurround che palace in con- 
ſiderable numbers, attempting to force their way into the palace, a 
Britiſh oſſicer commanding the guard upon the Rajah ſtruck one of 
them with his ſword. The people grew more and more irritated; 
but a meſſage being ſent from the Rajah to appeaſe them, they 
continued, on this interpoſition, for a while quiet. Then the 
Rajah retired to a ſort of ſtone pavilion or baſtion, to perform his 
devotions, the guard of Sepoys attending him in this act of reli- 
gion. In the mean time a perſon of the meaneſt ſtation, called a 
Chubdar, at beſt anſwering to our common Beadle or Tipſtaff, 
was ſent with a meſſage (of what nature does not appear) from Mr. 
Haſtings or the reſident, to the prince under arreſt; and this baſe 
perſon, without regard to the rank of the priſoner, or to his then 
occupation, addreſſed him in a rude, boilterous manner, “ä paſſi- 
© onately and inſultingly,” (as the ſaid Rajah has without con- 
tradition aſſerted) ** and reviling him with a loud voice, gave both 
him and his people the vile abuſe;“ and the manner and mat- 
ter being obſervable and audible to the multitude, divided only by 
an open ftone lattice from the ſcene within; and a firing com- 
menced from without the palace; on which the Rajah agaia inter- 
poſed, and did what in him lay to ſuppreſs the tumult, until an 
Engliſh officer, ſtriking him with his ſword, and wounding him 
on the hand, the people no longer kept any meaſures, but broke 
through the incloſure of the palace. The inſolent Tipſtaff was firſt 
cut down, and the multitude falling upon the Sepoys and the Engliſh 
officers, the whole, or nearly the whole, were cut to pieces; the 
ſoldiers having been ordered to that ſervice without any charges for 
their pieces. And in this tumult the Rajah, being juſtly fearful 
of falling into the hands of the ſaid Haſtings, did make his eſcape 
over the walls of his palace, by means of a rope, formed of his 
turban tied together, into a boat upon the river, and from thence 
into a place of ſecurity ; abandoning many of his family to the diſ- 
cretion of the ſaid Haſtings, who did cauſe the ſaid palace to be oc- 
cupied by a company of ſoldiers, after the flight of the Rajah. 
XIII. That the Rajah, as ſoon as he had arrived at a place of 
refuge, did, on the very day of his flight, ſend a ſuppliant letter 
to the ſaid Haſtings, filled with expreſſions of concern (affirmed by 
the ſaid Haſtings to be ſlight expreſſions) for what had happened, 
and profeſſions (ſaid by the ſaid Haſtings to be indihnite and un- 
applied) of fidelity: But the ſaid Warren Haſtings, though bound 
by his duty to hear the ſaid Rajah, and to prevent extremities if 
poſſible, being filled with inſolence and malice, did not think it 
becoming of him to make any reply to it; and that he thought he 
© ordered the bearer of the letter to be told that it required nene. 
XIV. That this letter of ſubmiſſion having been received, the 
ſaid Rajah, not diſcouraged or provoked from uling every attempt 
towards peace and reconciliation, did again apply, on the very 
morning following, to Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, for his interpo- 
ſition, but to no purpoſe ; and did likewiſe, with as little effect, 
lend a meſſage to Canti Babi, _—_ ſteward and confidential * 
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of the ſaid Haſtings, which was afterwards reduced into writing, 
«« to exculpate himſelf from any concern in what had paſſed, and 
<< to profeſs his obedience to his avi (Haſtings's) in wh. tever way 
«© he ſhould diQtate.” But the ſaid Haſtings, for ſeveral falſe and 
contradictory reaſons by him afligned, did not take any advantage 
of the ſaid opening, attributing the ſame to artifice, in order to 
gain time; but, inſtead of accepting the ſaid ſubmiſſions, he did 


reſolve upon flight from the city of Benares, and did ſuddenly fly 


therefrom in great confuſion. 

XV. That the ſaid Haſtings did perſevere in his reſolutions not 
to liſten to any ſubmiſſion, or offer of accommodation whatſoever, 
though ſeveral were afterwards made, through almoſt every perſon 
who might be ſuppoſed to have influence with him, but did cauſe 
the Rajah's troops to be attacked and fallen upon, though they 
only acted on the defenſive (as the Rajah has without contradiction 
aſſerted) and thereby, and by his preceding refuſal of propoſitions 
of the ſame nature, and by other his perfidious, unjuſt, and ty- 
rannical acts, by him perpetrated and done, and by his total im- 
providence in not taking one rational ſecurity whatſoever againſt 
the inevitable conſequences of thoſe acts, did make himſelf guilty 
of all the mutual ſlaughter and devaſtation which enſued, as well 
as, in his opinion, of the imminent danger of the total ſubverſion 
of the Britiſh power in India, by the riſque of his own perſon, 
which he aſſerts that it did run; as alſo, “that it ought not to be 
„ thought he attributed too much conſequence to his perſonal 
e ſafety, when he ſuppoſed the fate of the Britiſh empire in India 
«© connected with it; and that, mean as its ſubſtance may be, its 
«« accidental qualities were equivalent to thoſe which, like the 
« characters of a Talifman in the Arabian Mythology, formed 
<« the 2/ence of the ſtate itſelf, repreſentation, title, and the 
© eftimate of the public opinion. That had he fallen, ſuch a ſtroke 
«© would be univerſally conſidered as deciſive of the national fate. 
© Every ſtate round it would have ſtarted into arms againſt it; and 
« every ſubjed of its own dominion would, according to their ſeveral 
« abilities, have become its enemy.” And that he knew, and has 
declared, that though the ſaid ftroke was not ſtruck, that great 
convulſions did actually enſue from his proceedings. That half 
<< the province of Oude was in a ſtate of as complete rebellion as 
«© that of Benares;” and that invaſions, tumults, and inſurrec- 
tions, were occaſioned thereby in various other parts. 

XVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had collected his 


forces from all parts, did, with little difficulty or bloodſhed, ſub- 


ſequent to that time, on the part of his troops, and in a few days, 
entirely reduce the ſaid province of Benares : and did, after the 
ſaid ſhort, and little-reſiſted hoſtility, in cold blood, ifſue an order 
for — a certain town, in which he accuſed the people at large 
of having killed, „upon what provocation he knows not,“ certain 


wounded Sepoys who were priſoners ; which orders, being generally 
given, when 1t was his duty to have made ſome enquiry concerning 
the particular offenders, but which he did never make or cauſe to 
be made, was cruel, inhuman, and tended to the deſtruction of 
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the reyenues of the Company; and that this, and other acts of 
devaſtation, did cauſe the loſs of two months of the collections. 

XVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only refuſe the 
ſubmiſſions of the ſaid Rajah, which were frequently repeated 
through various perſons after he had left Benares, and even after 
the defeat of certain of the Company's forces, but did proſcribe and 
except him from the pardons which he iſſued after he had ſatisfied 
his vengeance on the province of Benares. 

XVIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſend to a certain 
caſtle called Bidgigur, the reſidence of a perſon of high rank, called 
Pauna, the mother of the Rajah of Benares, with whom his wife, a 
woman deſcribed by the ſaid Haſtings ** to be of an amiable cha- 
« racter;*”” and all the other women of the Rajah's family, and the 
ſurvivors of the family of his father Bulwant Sing, a body of troops 
to diſpoſſeſs them of her ſaid reſidence, and to ſeize upon her money 
and effects, although ſhe did not ſtand, even by himſelf, accuſed of 
any offence whatſoever ; pretending, but not proving, and not at- 
tempting to prove, Shen nor ſince, that the treaſures therein con- 
tained were the 22 of the Rajah, and not her own; and did, 
in order to ſtimulate the Britiſn ſoldiery to rapine and outrage, iſſue 
to them ſeveral barbarous orders, contrary to the practice of civi- 
lized nations, relative to their property, moveable and immove- 
able, attended with unworthy and unbecoming menaces, highly 
offenſive to the manners of the eaſt, and the particular reſpect there 
paid to the female ſex; which letters and orders, as well as the let- 
ters which he had received from the officers concerned, the ſaid 
Haſtings did unlawfully ſuppreſs, until forced, by the diſputes be- 
tween Rim and the ſaid officers, to diſcover the ſame; and the ſaid 
orders are as follow : 

N am this inſtant favoured with your's of yeſterday. Mine of 
e the ſame date (22d October 1781) has before this time acquaint- 
*« ed you with my reſolutions and ſentiments reſpecting the Rannee 
„ (the mother of the Rajah Cheit Sing) I think every demand ſhe 
* has made to you, except that of ſafety and reſpect for her perſon, 
* is unreaſonable. If the reports brought to me are true, your re- 
« jecting her offers, ar any negociations with her, would ſoon obtain 
« you poſſeſſion of the fort upon your own terms. I apprehend 
that ſhe will contrive 10 defraud the captors of a conſiderable part 
H the booty, by being ſuffered to retire without examination. But this 
„is your conſideration, and not mine. T ſhould be very ſorry that your 
© officers and ſoldiers oſt ANY PART of the reward to which they 
* are ſo well entitled; but I cannot make any objection, as you mult 
*f* be the beſt judge of the expediency of the promiſed indulgence to 
*« the Rannee. What you have engaged for, I will certainly ratify ; 
but as to permitting the Rannee to hold the Purgunnah of Hur- 
*« luk, or any other in the Zemindary, without being ſubje& to 
« the authority of the Zemindar, or any lands whatever, or indeed 
© making any conditions with her for a provifien, I will never conſent 
« to it.“ And in another letter to the ſame perſon, dated Benares 
3d of November 1781, in which he the ſaid Haſtings conſents that 
the ſaid woman of diſtinction ſhould be allowed to evacuate the place, 
and to receive protection, he _ expreſs himſelf as follows: 1 
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am willing to grant her now the ſame conditions to which I at 
firſt conſented ; provided that ſhe delivers into your poſſeſſion, 
within twenty-four hours from the time of receiving your meſ- 
ſage, the fort of Bidgigur, with the treaſure and effects lodged 
therein by Cheit Sing, or any of his adherents, with the reſerve 
*« only, as above-mentioned, of ſuch articles as you ſhall think ne- 
* cefary to her ſex and condition, or as you ſhall be ditpoſed of your- 
« ſelf to indulge her with. If ſhe complies, as I expe&t the will, it 
will be your part to ſecure the fort, and the Propery it contains, 
& for the benefit of yourſelf and detachment. I have only further to 
requeſt that you will grant an eſcort, if Panna ſhould require it, 
to conduct her here, or wherever ſhe may chooſe to retire to, 
But ſhould ſhe refuſe to execute the promiſe ſhe has made, or de- 
lay it beyond the term of 24 hours, it is my poſitive inj unction that 
you immediately put a ſtop to any further intercourſe or negocia- 
tion with her, and on no pretext rencw it. If ſhe diſappoints ar 
tries with me, after I have ſubjected my Duan to the diſgrace 
of returning ineffectually, and of courſe myſelf to diſcredit, I 
ſhall conſider it as a wanton affront and indignity which I can never 
„ forgive, nor will I grant her any conditions whatever, but leave 
<< her expoſed to thoſe dangers which ſhe has choſen to riſque, rather 
70 than truſt to the clemency and generoſity of our government, I 
think he cannot be ignorant of theſe conſequences, and will not ven- 
& ture to incur them; and it is for this reaſon I place a dependence 
«© on her offers, and have conſented to ſend my Duan to her.“ 
XIX. That the caſtle aforeſaid being ſurrendered upon terms of 
ſafety, and on expreſs condition of not attempting to ſearch their 
perſons, the woman of rank aforeſaid, her female relations, and 
female dependants, to the number of three hundred, beſides children, 
evacuated the ſaid caſtle ; but the ſpirit of rapacity being excited 
by the letters and other proceedings of the ſaid Haſtings, the capi- 
tulation was ſhamefully and outrageouſly broken, and in deſpite of 
the endeavours of the commanding officer, the ſaid woman of high 
condition, and her female dependants, friends, and ſervants, were 
plundered of the effects they carried with them, and which were 
reſerved to them in the capitulation of their fortreſs, and in their 
pom were otherwiſe rudely and inhumanly dealt with, by the 
icentious followers of the camp; for which outrages, repreſented 
to the ſaid Haſtings with great concern by the commanding officer, 
Major Popham, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did aſterwards recommend 


cc 


a late and frultleſe redreſs. 


XX. That the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, in exciting 
the hopes of the military, by declaring them well entitled to the 
plunder of the fortreſs aforeſaid, the reiidence of the mother and 
other women of the Rajah of Benares, and by wiſhing the troops to 
ſecure the ſame for their own benefit, did adviſe and act in direct 
contradiction to the orders of the Court of Directors, and to his 


own opinion of his public duty, as well as to the truth and reality 


thereof; he having ſome years before entered in writing the de. 
claration which follows: The very idea of prize money ſuggeſts to 
my remembrance he former diſorders which aroſe in our army from 
« this ſeurce, and had almoſt proved fatal to it. Of this circum- 
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e ſtance you mult be ſufficiently apprized, and of the neceſſity for 
« diſcouraging every expectation of this kind amongſt the troops 
6 7t is to be avoided like poiſon, The bad effects of a fimilar meaſure 
«© were but too plainly felt in a former period, and our honourable 
«© maſters did not fail on that occaſion to reprobate with their cen- 
«« ſure, in the moſt ſevere terms, a practice which they regarded 
«© ug the {aro of infinite evils; and which, if eſtabliſhed, would 
« in their judgment neceſſarily bring corruption and ruin on their 
% army.“ 

XXI. That the ſaid Haſtings, after he had given the licence 
aforeiaid, and that in conſequeace thereof the booty found in the 
caſtle, to the amount of 23, 27,813 current rupees, was diſtributed 
among the ſoldiers employed in its reduction, the ſaid Haſtings did 
retract his declaration of right, and his permiſſion to the ſoldiers to 
appropriate to themſelves the plunder, and endeavoured by various 
devices and artitices to explain the ſame away, and to recover the 
ſpoil aforeſaid for the uſe of the Company; and wholly failing in 
his attempts to reſume, by a breach of faith with the ſoldiers, what 
he had unlawfully diſpoſed of by a breach of duty to his conſti- 
tuents, he attempted to obtain the ſame as a loan, in which at- 
tempt he alſo failed; and the aforefaid money being the only part 
of the treaſures belonging to the Rajah, or any of his family, that 
had been found, he was altogether fruſtrated in the acquiſition of 
every part of that diſhonourable object, which alone he pretended 
to and puriued through « long ſertes of acts of injuſtice, inhumanity, 
opprefſion, violence, and bloodſhed, at the hazard of his perſon 
and reputation, and, in his own opinion, at the riſk of the total 
ſubveriion of the Britiſh empire. 

XXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the commiſſion of 
the ottences aforeſaid, being well aware that he ſhould be called to 
an account for the ſame, did, by the evil counſel and agency df 
Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, His Majeſty's Chief Juſtice, who was 
then out ot the limits of his juriſdiction, cauſe to be taken at Be- 
nares, before or by the ſaid Sir Elijah Impey, and through the in- 
tervention, not of the Company's Interpreter, but of a certain pri- 
vate Interpreter of his, the ſaid Haſtings's own appointment, and 
a dependant on him, called Major Davy, ſeveral declarations and 
depoſitions by natives of Hindoſtan, and did alſo cauſe to be taken 
before the ſaid Sir Elijah Impey, ſeveral atteſtations in Engliſh, 
made by Britiſh ſubjects, and which were afterwards tranſmitted to 
Calcutta, and laid before the Council General, ſome of which de. 
poſitions were upon oath, Fome upon honour, and others neither 
upon oath nor honour, but all or moſt of which were of an irregu- 
lar and irrelevant nature, and not fit or decent to be taken by a 
Britiſh magiſtrate, or to be tranſmitted to a Britiſh government. 

XXIII. That one of the ſaid atteſtations (but not on oath) was 
made by a principal Miniſter of the Nabob of Oude, to whom the 
ſaid Haſtings had ſome time before propoſed to ſell the ſovereignty 
of that very territory of Benares ; and that one other atteſtation 
(not upon oath) was made by a native woman of diſtinction, whoſe 
ſon he, the ſaid Haſtings, did actually promote to the government 
of Benares, vacated by the unjuſt expulſion of the Rajah _— 
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and who in her depoſition did declare, that ſhe conſidered the ex- 
pelled Rajah as her enemy ; and that he never did confer with her, 
or ſuffer her to be acquainted with any of his deſigns. 

XXIV. That beſides the depoſitions of perſons intereſted in the 
ruin of the Rajah, others were made by perſons who then received 
penſions from him the ſaid Hattings ; and ſeveral of the affidavits 
were made by perſons of mean condition, and ſo wholly illiterate 
as not to be able to write their names. | 

XXV. That he, the ſaid Haftings, did alſo cauſe to be exa- 
mined, by various proofs and eſſays, the reſult of which was de- 


* hvered in upon honour, the quality of certain military ſtores, taken 


by the Britiſh troops from the ſaid Rajah of Benares; and upon 
the report that the ſame were of a good quality, and executed by 
perſons converſant in the making of good military ſtores, although 
the cannon was ſtated by the ſame authority to be bad, he, the 
faid Warren Haſtings, from the report aforeſaid, did maliciouſly, 
and contrary to the principles of natural and legal reaſon, infer 


that the inſurrection which had been raiſed by his own violence and 


oppreſſion, and rendered for a time ſucceſsful by his own improvi- 
dence, was the conſequence of a premeditated deſign to overturn 
the Britiſh empire in India, and to exterminate therefrom the Bri- 
tiſh nation; which deſign, if it had been true, the faid Haſtings 
might have known, or rationally conjectured, and ought to have 
provided againſt. And if the ſaid Haſtings had received any cre- 
dible information of ſuch deſign, it was his duty to lay the ſame 
before the Council Board, and to ſtate the ſame to the Rajah when 
he was in a condition to haye given an anſwer thereto, or to obſerve 
thereon ; and not, after he had proſcribed and driven him from his 
dominions, to have enquired into offences to juſtify the previous 
infliction of puniſhment. 

XX VI. That it does not appear, that in taking the ſaid depoſitions 
there was any perſon preſent on the part of the Rajah, to object to the 
competence or credibility, or relevancy of any of the ſaid affidavits, 
or other atteſtations, or to account, otherwiſe than as the ſaid 
deponents did account, for any of the facts therein ſtated; nor 
were any copies thereof ſent to the ſaid Rajah, although the Com- 
pany had a Miniſter at the place of his reſidence, namely, in the 
camp of the Maratta Chief Scindia, ſo as to enable him to tranſ- 
mit to the Company any matters which might induce or enable 
them to do juſtice to the injured Prince aforeſaid. And it does 
not appear, that the ſaid Haſtings has eyer produced any witneſs, 
tetter, or other document, tending to prove that the ad Rajah 
ever did carry on any hoſtile negociation whatever with any of 
thoſe powers, with whom he was charged with a conſpiracy againſt 
the Company, previous to the period of the ſaid Haſtings's having 


arreſted him in his palace, although he the ſaid Haſtings had vari- 
ous agents at the Courts of all thoſe princes; and that a late prin- 


cipal agent and near relation of a miniſter of one of them, the Ra- 
jah of Berar, called Benaram Pundit, was, at the time of the tu- 
mult at Benares, actually with the ſaid Haſtings; and the ſaid 
Benaram Pundit was by him highly applauded for his zeal and 
kdelity, and was therefore by him rewarded with a large penſion 
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on thoſe very revenues which he had taken from the Rajah Cheit 
Sing; and if ſuch a conſpiracy had previouſly exiſted, the Ma- 
ratta Miniſter aforeſaid muſt have known, and would have at- 
teſted 1t. 

XXVII. That it appears, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the 
time that he formed his deſign of ſeizing upon the treaſures of the 
Rajah of Benares, and of depoſing him, did not believe him guilty 
of that premeditated project for driving the Engliſh out of India, 
with which he afterwards thought fit to charge him, or that he was 
really guilty of any other great offence ; becauſe he has cauſed it to 
be depoſed, that if the ſaid Rajah ſhould pay the ſum of money by 
him exacted, he would ſettle his Zemindary upon him on the 
„ molt eligible footing :”” Whereas, if he had conceived him to 
have entertained traiterous deſigns againſt the Company, from 
whom he held his tributary eftate, or had been otherwiſe guilty of 
ſuch enormous offences as to make it neceſſary to take extraordinary 
methods for coercing him, it would not have been proper fqr him 
to ſettle upon ſuch a traitor and criminal the Zemindary of Benares, 
or any other territory, upon the moſt eligible, or upon any other 
footing whatever ; whereby the ſaid Haſtings has by his own ſtating 
demonſtrated, that the money intended to have been exacted, was 
not as a puniſhment for crimes, but that the crimes pretended, fcr 
the purpoſe of exacting money. 

XXVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to juſtify the 
acts of violence aforeſaid to the Court of Directors, did aſſert cer- 
tain falſe facts, known by him to be ſuch, and did draw from them 
certain falſe and dangerous inferences, utterly ſubverſive of the 
rights of the Princes and ſubjects dependent on the Britiſh nation ia 
India, contrary to the principles of all juſt government, and highly 
diſhonourable to that of Great Britain; namely, that the“ Rajah 
of Benares was not a vaſſal or tributary Prince; and that the 
5 deeds which paſſed between him and the Board, upon the tranſ- 
« fer of the Zemindary in 1775, were not to be underſtood to bear 
the quality and force of a treaty upon optional conditions be- 
tween equal ſtates; that the payments to be made by him were 
not a tribute, but a rent; and that the inſtruments by which 
** his territories were conveyed to him, did not differ from com- 
mon grants to Zemindars, who were merely ſubjects; but that 
being nothing more than a common Zemindar and mere ſubje&, 
and the Company holding the acknowledged rights of his former 
„ ſovereign, held an abſolute authority over him; that in the 
* known relations of Zemindar to the ſovereign authority or power 
«« delegated by it, he owed a perſonal allegiance, and an implicit 
* and unreſerved obedience to that authority, at the forfeiture of 
*« his Zemindary, and even of his life and property.” Whereas 
the ſaid Haſtings did well know, that whether the payment from 
the Rajah were called rent or tribute, having been frequently by 
kimſelf called the one and the other, and that of whatever nature 
the inſtruments by which he held might have been, he did not con- 
ſider him as a common Zemindar or Landholder, but as far inde- 
pendent as a tributary Prince could be; for he did aſſign as a _— 
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ſon for receiving his rent rather within the Company's province 
than in his own capital, that it would not ** fruſtrate the intention 
of rendering the Rajah independent; that if a reſident was ap- 
* pointed to receive the money as it became due at Benares, ſuch 
% a reſident would unavoidably acquire an influence over the Ra- 
« jah and over his country, which would in effect render him the 
% maſier of both; that this conſequence might not, perhaps, be 
% brought completely to paſs without a ſtruggle, and many ap- 
<< peals to the Council, which, in a government conſtituted like 
te this, cannot fail to terminate againſt the Rajah, and by the 
*© conſtruction to which his oppoſition to the agent would be 
* liable, might eventually draw on him ſevere reſtrictions, and 
te end in reducing him to the mean and depraved ſtate of a Ze- 
<< mindar. | | 

XXIX. And the ſaid Haſtings, in the ſaid minute of conſulta- 
tion, having enumerated the frauds, embezzlements, and oppreſ- 
ſions which would enſue from the Rajah's being in the dependent 
Rate aforeſaid ; and having obviated all apprehenſions from giving 
to him the implied ſymbols of dominion, did aſſert, “ that with- 
5 out ſuch appearance, he would expect from every change of 
« government additional demauds to be made upon him; and 
*© would of courſe deſcend to all the arts of intrigue and conceal- 
e ment practiſed by other dependent Rajahs, which would keep 
him indigent and weak, and eventually prove hurtful to the 
«© Company. But that by proper encouragement and protection, 
«© he might prove a profitable dependent, an uſeful barrier, and 
« even a powerful ally to the Company; but that he would be 
«© neither, if the conditions of his connection with the Company 
were leſt open to future variations.“ 

XXX. That if the fact had been true, that the Rajah of Benares 
Was merely an eminent Landholder, or any other ſubject, the 
wicked and dangerous doctrine aforeſaid ; namely, that he owed a 
perſonal allegiance, and an implicit and unreſerved obedience to 
the ſovereign authority, at the forfeiture of his Zemindary, and 
even of his life and property, at the diſcretion of thoſe who held, 
or fully repreſented, the ſovereign authority, doth leave ſecurity 
neither for life nor property to any perſons reſiding under the Com- 
pany's protection; and that no ſuch powers, nor any powers of 
that nature, had been delegated to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by 
any proviſions of the Act of Parliament apointing a Governor 
General and Council at Fort William, in Bengal. 

XXXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo advance another 
dangerous and pernicious principle, in juſtification of his violent, 
arbitrary, and iniquitous actings aforeſaid ; namely, “ that if he 
© had ated with an unwarrantable rigour, and even injuſtice to- 
« wards Cheit Sing, yet, firſt, if he did believe that extraordinary 
«© means were neceſſary, and thoſe exerted with a ſtrong hand, to 
« preſerve the Company's intereſts from ſinking under the accu- 
«© mulated weight that oppreſſed them; or, ſecondly, if he ſaw a 
re political neceſſity for curbing the overgrown power of a great 
«© member of their dominion, and to make it contribute to —— 
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* relief of their preſſing exigencies; that his error would be ex- 
*« cuſable, as prompted by an exceſs of zeal for their (the Com- 
5 pany's) intereſt, operating with too ſtrong a bias on his judg- 
*© ment z— but that much ſtronger is the preſumption that ſuch 
5e acts are founded on juſt principles, than that they are the reſult of 
* a miſguided judgment.” That the ſaid doctrines are, in both 
the members thereof, ſubverſive of all the principles of juſt govern- 
ment, by empowering a Governor with delegated authority in the 
firſt caſe, on his own private belief concerning the neceſſities of the 
State, not to levy an impartial and equal rate of taxation ſuitable 
to the circumſtance of the ſeveral members of the community, but 
to ſelect any individual from the fame as an object of arbitrary and 
unmeaſured impoſition ; and, in the ſecond caſe, enabling the ſame 
Governor, on the ſame arbitrary principles, to determine whoſe 
property ſhould be conſidered as overgrown, and to reduce the 
ſame at his pleaſure, 
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Second Revolution in Benares. 


H A T the faid Warren Haſtings, after he had, in the 

manner aforeſaid, unjuſtly and violently expelled the Rajah 
Cheit Sing, the Lord or Zemindar of Benares, from his ſaid Lord- 
ſhip or Zemindary, did, of his own mere uſurped authority, and 
without any communication with the other members of the Council 
of Calcutta, appoint another perſon, of the name of Mehip Nar- 
rain, a deſcendant by the mother from the late Rajah Bulwant 
Sing, to the government of Benares; and, on account or pretence 
of his youth and inexperience (the faid Mehip Narrain not being 
above twenty years old) did appoint his father Durbege Sing to act 
his repreſentative or adminiſtrator of his affairs; but did give a 
controlling authority to the Britiſh Reſident over both, notwith- 
ſtanding his declarations before-mentioned of the miſchiefs likely 
to happen to the ſaid country from the eſtabliſhment of a Reſident, 
and his opinion ſince declared, in a letter to the Court of Directors, 
dated from this very place (Benares) the iſt of October, 1784, to 
the ſame or ſtronger effect, in caſe ** agents are ſent into the 
country, and armed with authority for the purpoſes of vengeance 
and corruption, for to no other æuiil they be applied. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſame uſurped 
authority, entirely ſet aſide all the agreements made between the 
late Rajah and the Company (which were real agreements with the 
State of Benares, in the perſon of the Lord or Prince thereof, and 
his heirs ;) and without any form or trial, inquiſition, or other 
legal proceſs, for forfeiture of the privileges of the people to be 
governed by Magiſtrates of their own, and according to their natural 
laws, cuſtoms, and uſages, did, contrary to the ſaid agreement, 
ſeparate the mint and the criminal juſtice from the ſaid govern- 
ment, and did velt the mint in the Brituſh Reſident, and the crimi- 
ni] juſtice in a Mahommedan native of his own appointment: and 
did enhance the tribute to be paid from the province from 250,0001. 
annually, limited by treaty, or thereabouts, to three hundred and 
thirty thouſand pounds for the firſt year, and to four hundred thou- 
fand for every year after; and did compel the adminittrator afore- 
ſa\d (father to the Rajan) to agree to the ſame; and did, by the 
ſame uſurped authority, illegally impoſe, and cauſe to be levied, 
fundry injudicious and oppreilive duties on goods and merchandize, 
which did greatly impair the trade of the province, and threaten 
the utter ruin thereof; and did charge ſeveral penſions on the ſaid 
revenues, of his own mere authority; and did ſend and keep up 
various bodies of the Company's troops in the ſaid country; and 
did perform ſundry other acts, with regard to the ſaid territory, in 
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total ſubverſion of the rights of the ſovereign and the people, and 
in violation of the treaties and agreements aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings being abſent, on account of 
il health, from the preſidency of Calcutta, at a place called Nia 
Serai, about forty miles diſtant therefrom, did carry on a ſecret 
correſpondence with the Relident at Benares, and, under colour 
that the inſtalments for the new rent or tribute were in arrear, did, 
of his own authority, make, in about one year, a ſecond revolu- 
tion in the government of the territory aforeiaid ; and did order 
and direct that Durbege Sing aforeſaid, father of the Rajah, and 
adminiſtrator of his authority, ſhould be deprived of his othce and 
of his lands, and thrown into priſon ; and did threaten him with 
death; although he, the ſaid Warren. Haſtings, had, at the time 
of the making his new arrangement, declared himſelf ſenſible that 
the rent aforeſaid might require abatement; although he was well 
apprized that the adminiſtrator had been for two months of his ad- 
miniſtration in a weak and languid ſtate of body, and wholly in- 
capable of attending to the buſineſs of the collections; though a 
conſiderable drought had prevailed in the ſaid province, and did 
conſequently affect the regularity and produce of the collections; 
and though he had other ſufficient reaſon to believe that the ſaid 
adminiſtrator had not himſelf received from the collectors of govern- 
ment, and the cultivators of the ſoil, the rent in arrear; yet he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without any known procels, cr recording 
any anſwer, defence, plea, exculpation, or apology from the party, 
or recording any other grounds of rigour againſt him, except the 
following paragraph of a letter from the Reſident, not only gave 
the order as aforeſaid, but did afterwards, without laying any other 
or better ground before the Council General, perſuade them to, 
and did procure from them, a confirmation of the aforeſaid cruel 
and illegal proceedings, the correſpondence concerning which had 
not been before communicated: He pleaded his illueſs for not 
communicating the ſame, though that illneſs did not prevent him 
from carrying on correſpondence concerning the depotition of the 
ſaid adminiſtration, and other important affairs in various places. 

That in the letter to the Council; requiring the confirmation 
of his acts aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only pro- 
poſe the confinement of the (aid adminiſtrator at Benares, although 
by his impriſonment he mult have been in a great meaſure diſabled 
from recovering the balances due to him, and for the non-payment 
of which he was thus impriſoned, but did propoſe as an alterna- 
tive his impriſonment at a remote fortreſs, out of the ſaid terri- 
tory, and in the Company's provinces, called Chunar; deſiring 
them to direct the Reſident at Benares to exact from Baboo Dub- 
*© bitzee Sing every rupee of the collections which it ſhall appear 
that he has made, and not brought to account; and either to 
confine him at Benares, or to ſend him a priſoner to Chunar, 
and to keep him in confinement until he ſhall have diſcharged 
the whole of the amount due from him.” And the faid War- 
ren Haſtings did aſſign motives of paſſion and perſonal reſentment 
for the faid unjuſt and rigorous proceedings, as follows: I feel 
** myſelf, and may be allowed on ſuch an occaſion to acknow- 
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5 ledge it, perſonally hurt at the ingratitude of this man, and at 
the diſcredit which his ill conduct has thrown on my appoint- 
«© ment of him. He has deceived me; he has offended againſt the 
«© government which I then repreſented.” And, as a further rea- 
ſon for depriving him of his Jaghire (or ſalary out of land) he did 
inſinuate in the ſaid letter, but without giving or offering any proof, 
that the ſaid Rajah had been guilty of little and mean peculations, 
although the appointments aſſigned to him had been ſufficient to 
* free him from the temptations thereto.” 

That it appears, as it might naturally have been expected, 
that the wife of the ſaid adminiſtrator, the daughter of Bulwant 
Sing the late Rajah of Benares, and her fon the reigning Rajah, 
did oppoſe, to the beſt of their power, but by what remonſtrances, 
or upon what plea, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did never inform the 
Court of Directors, the depoſition, impriſonment, and confiſcation 
of the eſtates of the huſband of the one, and the father of the other; 
but that the ſaid Haſtings, perſiſting in his malice, did declare to 
the ſaid Council as follows: “ The oppoſition made by the Rajah 
*© and the old Rannee, both equally incapable of judging for them- 
e /elves, do certainly originate from ſome ſecret influence, which 
«©. ought to be checked by a decided and peremptory declaration of 
«© the authority of the Board, and a denunciation of their diſplea- 
5 ſure at their preſumption.” | | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not ſatisfied with the inju- 
ries done, and the inſults and diſgraces offered, to the family afore- 
ſaid, did, in a manner unparalleled, except by an act of his own 
on another occaſion, fraudulently and inhumanly endeavour to make 
the wife and ſon of the ſaid adminiftrator, contrary to the ſenti- 
ments and the law of nature, the initruments of his oppreſſions; 
directing, that if they (the mother and fon aforeſaid) could be 
*© induced to yield the appearance of a cheerful acquieſcence in the 
«© new arrangements, and to adopt it as a meaſure formed with their 
tc participation, it would be better than that it ſhould be done by 
«© a declared act of compulſion, but that at all events it ought to 
<< be Gone.” ' 

That, in conſequence of the preſſing declarations aforeſaid, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did, on his. ſpecial recommen- 
dation appoint, in oppoſition to the wiſhes and deſires of the 
Rajah and his mother, another perſon to the adminiſtration of his 
affairs, called Jagher Deo Seo. | 

That the Company having ſent expreſs orders for the ſend- 
ing the Reſident by them before appointed to Benares, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did ſtrongly oppoſe himſelf to the fame; and did 
throw upon the perſon appointed by the Company (Francis Fowke, 
Eſquire) ſeveral ſtrong but unſpecified reflections and aſperſions, 
contrary to the duty he owed to the Company, and to the juſtice 
he owed to all its ſervants. - 

That the ſaid Refident being appointed by the votes of the 
reſt of the Council, in obedience to the reiterated orders of the 
Company, and in deſpite of the oppoſition of the ſaid Haſtings, 
did proceed to Benares ; and on the repreſentation of the parties, 
and the ſubmiſũon of the accounts of the aforeſaid Durbitzee Sing 
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to an arbitrator, did find him, the ſaid Durbitzee Sing, in debt to 
the Company for a ſum not conſiderable enough to juſtify the ſevere 
treatment of the ſaid Durbitzee Sing : His wife and ſon complain- 
ing, at or about the ſame time, that the balances due to him from 
the Aumils, or ſub- collectors, had been received by the new ad- 
miniſtrator, and carried to his own credit, in prejudice and wrong 
to the ſaid Durbitzee Sing ; which repreſentation, the only one that 
has been tranſmitted on the part of the ſaid ſufferers, has not been 
contradicted, | 

That it appears that the ſaid Durbitzee Sing did afterwards 
go to Calcutta, for the redreſs of his grievances ; and that it does 
not appear that the ſame were redreſſed, or even his complaints 
heard, but he received two peremptory orders from the Supreme 
Council to leave the ſaid city, and to return to Benares : That on 
his return to Benares, and being there met by Warren Haſtings 
aforeſaid, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, although he had reaſon to 
be well aſſured that the ſaid Durbitzee Sing, was in poſſeſſion of 
ſmall or no ſubſtance, did again cruelly and inhumanly, and with- 
out any legal authority, order the ſaid Durbitzee Sing to be ſtrictly 
impriſoned : And the ſaid Durbitzee Sing, in conſequence of the 
vexations, hardſhips, and oppreſſions aforeſaid, died in a ſhort time 
after inſolvent ; but whether in priſon or not, does not appear, 
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122 the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, in the manner 
before recited, diveſted Durbege Sing of the adminiſtration 
of the province of Benares, did, of his own arbitrary will and 
pleaſure, and againſt the remonſtrances of the Rajah and his mo- 
ther (in whoſe name and in whoſe right the ſaid Durbege Sing, 
father of the one and huſband of the other, had adminiſtered the 
affairs of the government) appoint a perſon, called Jagher Deo 
Sheo, to adminiſter the ſame. 

That the new adminiſtrator, warned by the ſevere example made of 
his predeceſſor, is repreſented by the ſaid Warren Haſtings as hav- 
ing made it his “ avowed principle (as it might be expected it 
<< ſhould be) that the ſum fixed for the revenue -zu/? be collected.“ 
And he did, upon the principle aforeſaid, and by the means ſug- 
geſted by a principle of that ſort, accordingly levy from the country, 
and did regularly diſcharge to the Britiſh reſident at Benares, by 


monthly payments, the ſums 1mpoſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


as it is aſſerted by the reſident Fowke ; but the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings did aflert, that his annual collections did not amount to more 
than Lack 37, 37, 600, or thereabouts, which he ſays is much ſhort 
of the revenues of the province, and 1s by about twenty-four thou- 
ſand pounds ſhort of his agreement. 

That it further appears, hat notwithſtanding the new admini- 
ſtrator aforeſaid was 2ppointed two months, or thereabouts, after 
the beginning of the Fuſeli year, that is to ſay, about the middle 
of November, 1782, and the former adminiſtrator had collected a 
certain portion of the revenues of that year, amounting to 17,0001. 
and upwards ; yet he, the ſaid new adminiſtrator, upon the unjuſt 
and deſtructive principle aforeſaid, ſuggeſted by the cruel and vio- 
Jent proceedings of the ſaid Warren Haſtings towards his prede- 
ceſſor, did levy on the province, within the ſaid year, the whole 
amount of the revenues to be collected, in addition to the ſum col- 
lected by his predeceſſor aforeſaid, 

That, on account of a great drought which prevailed in the 
province aforeſaid, a remiſſion of certain duties in grain was pro- 
poſed by the chief criminal judge at Benares ; but the adminiſtrator 
aforeſaid, being fearful that the revenue ſhould fall ſhort in his 
hands, did ſtrenuouſly oppoſe himſelf to the neceſſary relief to the 
inhabitants of the ſaid city. 

That notwithſtanding the cantonment of ſeveral bodies of the 
Company's troops within the province, ſince the abolition of the 
native government, it became ſubject in a particular manner to.the 


depredations of the Rajahs upon the borders; inſomuch that in one 
| quarter 
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quarter no fewer than thirty villages had been ſacked and burned, 
and the inhabitants reduced to the moſt extreme diſtreſs. 

That the reſident, in his letter to the Board at Calcutta, 
did repreſent that the collection of the revenue was become very 
difficult; and, beſides the extreme drought, did aſſign for a cauſe 
of that difficulty the following : 

„That there is alſo one fund which, in former years, was often 
« applied in this country to remedy temporary inconveniences in 
«« the revenue, and which in the preſent year does not exiſt. This 
«« was the private fortunes of merchants and ſhroffs (bankers) reſi- 
« dent in Benares, from whom aumils (collectors) of credit could 
* obtain temporary loans, to ſatisfy the immediate calls of the 
«© Rajah. Theſe ſums, which uſed to circulate between the aumil 
« and the merchant, have been turned into a different channel, by 
«« bills of exchange to defray the expences of government, both on 
e the welt coaſt of India, and alſo at Madras.” To which repre- 
ſentation it does not appear that any anſwer was given, or that any 
mode of redreſs was adopted in conſequence thereof, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having paſſed through the 
province of Benares (Gauzipore) in his progreſs towards Oude, 
did, in a letter, dated from the city of Lucknow, the 2d of April, 
1784, give to the Council Board at Calcutta an account (highly 
diſhonourable to the Britiſh government) of the effect of the ar- 
ragements made by himſelf in the years 1781 and 1782, in the 
words following: Having contrived, by making forced ſtages, 
«© while the troops of my eſcort marched at the ordinary rate, to 
«© make a ſtay of five days at Benares, I was thereby furniſhed 
« with the means of acquiring ſome knowledge of the itate of the 
«« province, which I am anxious to communicate to you. Indeed 
* the enquiry, which was in @ great degree obtruded upon me, af- 
«© fected me with very mortifying reflections, on my inability to 
apply it to any uſeful purpoſe. From the contines of Buxar to 
© Benares, I was followed and fatigued by the clamours of the diſ- 
* contented inhabitants. It was what I expected in a degree, 
„ becauſe it is rare, that the exerciſe of authority ſhould prove 
e ſatizfactory to all who are the objects of it. The diſtreſſes which 
© were produced by the long continued drought, unavoidably 
* tended to heighten the general dilcontent ; yet I have reaſon 10 
&«& fear, that the cauſe exiſted principally in a defetive, if not a cor- 
«© rupt and oppreſſive, adminiſtration.”” Of ea multitude of peti- 
„tions which were preſented to me, and of which I took minutes, 
© every one, that did not relate to a perſonal grievance, contained 
the repreſentation of one and the fame ſpecies of oppreſiion, 
which 1s in its nature, of an influence mott fatal to the future 
© cultivation. The practice to which I allude is this: it is affirm- 
ed, that the aumils and renters exact, trom the proprietors of 
the actual harveſt, a large increaſe in kind on their ſtipulated 
rent; that is, from thoie, who hold their potta by the tenure of 
paying ore half of the produce of the crops, either the whole, 
without ſubtertuge, or a /arge proportion of it by a fal/e meaſure- 
ment, or other pretexts; and from thoſe, whoſe engagements 
are for a fixt rent in money, the half, or a greater portion, is 
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taken in kind. This is in effect a tax upon the induſtry of the 
inhabitants; ſince there is ſcarce a field of grain in the province, 
I might Jay not one, which has not been preſerved by the inceſſant 
labour of the cultivator, by digging wells for their ſupply, or 
watering them from the wells of maſonry with which their coun- 
try abounds, or from the neighbouring tanks, rivers, and nul- 
lahs. The people who impoſed on themſelves this voluntary and 
extraordinary labour, and not unattended with expence, did it 
on the expectation of reaping the profits of it; and it is certain, 
they would not have done it, if they had known that their 
rulers, from whom they were entitled to an indemnification, would 
take from them what they had ſo hardly earned. If the ſame 
adminiſtration continues, and the country ſhall again labour 
under a want of rain, every field will be abandoned, the revenue 


fail, and thouſands periſh. through want of ſubſiſtence ; for who 
will labour for the /o/e benefit of others, and to make himſelf the 
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ſubje& of exaction? Theſe practices are to be imputed to the 
Naib himſelf: [the adminiſtrator forced by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings on the preſent Rajah of Benares.] The avowed principle 
on which he acts, and which he acknowledged to myſelf, is, that 
the wwhole ſum fixed for the revenue of the province auf? be col- 
leged; and that, for this purpoſe, the deficiency ariſing in 
places where the crops have failed, or which have been left un- 
cultivated, muſt be ſupplied from the reſources of others, where 
the ſoil has been better ſuited to the ſeaſon, or the induſtry of 
the cultivators hath been more ſucceſsfully exerted : a principle, 
which, however ſpecious and plauſible it may at firſt appear, 
certainly tends to the moſt pernicious and deſtructiue conſequences. 
If this declaration of the Naib had been made only to myſelf, 
I might have doubted my conſtruction of it; but it was repeated 
by him to Mr. Anderſon, who underſtood it exactly in the ſame 
ſenſe. In the management of the cuſtoms, the conduct of the 
Naib, or of the officer under him, was forced alſo upon my at- 
tention. The exorbitant rates exacted by an arbitrary valuation of 
the goods; the practice of exacting duties #avice on the ſame 
goods, firſt from the ſeller, and afterwards from the buyer ; and 
the vexations, difputes, and delays, drawn on the merchants by 
theſe oppreflions, were loudly complained of : and ſome inſtances 
of this kind were ſaid to exilt at the very time I was at Benares. 
Under ſuch circumſtances, we are not to wonder, if the mer- 
chants of foreign countries are diſcouraged from reſorting to 
Benares, and if the commerce of that province ſhould annually 
decay. Other evils, or imputed evils, have accidentally come 
to my knowledge, which I will not now particularize ; as I 
hope that, with the aſſiſtance of the reſident, they may be in part 
corrected. One evil I muſt mention, becauſe it has been veri- 
fied by my own obſervation, and is of that kind which reflects 
an unmerited reproach on our general and national character. 
When I was at Buxar, the reſident, at my deſire, enjoined the 
Naib to appoint creditable people to every town, through which 
our route lay, to perſuade and encourage the inhabitants to 
remain in their houſes, promiſing to give them guards as I ap- 
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« proached, and they required it for their protection; and that he 
«« might perceive now earneſt I was for his obſervation of this pre- 
«© caution, I repeated it to him in perſon, and diſmiſſed him, that 
« he might precede me for that purpoſe. But, to my great diſap- 
e pointment, I found every place, through which I paſſed, aban- 
% doned ; nor had there been a man left in any of them for their pro- 
c fection. I am ſorry to add, that, from Buxar to the oppoſite 
boundary, I have ſeen nothing but traces of complete devaſtation in 
«« every village; whether cauſed by the followers of the troops, which 
« have lately paſſed, for their natural relief, au I know not whether 
« my own may not have had their ſhare, or from the apprehenſions 
« of the inhabitants left to themſelves, and of themſelves deſerting 
« their houſes. I wiſh to acquit my own countrymen of the 
„blame of theſe unfavourable appearances, and in my own heart 
«« I do acquit them; for at one encampment, a crowd of people 
came to me, complaining that their new Aumil (collector) on the 
« approach of any military detachment, himſelf firſt fled from the place; 
* and the inhabitants, having no one to whom they could apply for 
« redreſs, or for the repreſentation of their grievances, and being thus 
*« remedileſs, fled alſo; jo that their houſes and effects became a prey 
« to any perfon who choje to plunder them. The general concluſion 
«© appeared to me an inevitable conſequence from ſuch a ſtate of 
«« fats; and my own ſenſes bore teſtimony to it in this ſpecific 
« inſtance: nor do I know how it is poſſible for any officer com- 
% manding a military party, how attentive ſoever he may be to the 
„ diſcipline and forbearance of his people, to prevent diſorders, 
« avhen there is neither oppoſition to hinder, nor evidence to detect them. 
„ 'Theſe, and many other irregularities, I impute /ole/y to the 
«© Naib, and recommend his inſtant removal. 

I cannot help remarking, that except the city of Benares, the 
e province is in effect without a government. The adminiſtration of 
« the province is miſconducted, and the people oppreſſed, trade di- 
« couraged, and the revenue in danger of a rapid decline, from the 
violent appropriation of its means.” 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did recommend to the coun- 
eil, for a remedy of the diſorders and calamities which had a- 
riſen from his own acts, diſpoſitions, and appointments, that the 
adminiſtrator aforeſaid ſhould be inftantly removed from his office ; 
attributing the aforeſaid “ irregularities and many others, ſolely to 
% him;” although on his own repreſentation, it does _ that 
he was the ſole cauſe of the irregularities therein deſcribed : neither 
does it appear that the adminiſtrator, ſo by the ſaid Haſtings nomi- 
nated and removed, was properly charged and called to anſwer for 
the ſaid recited irregularities, or for the many others not recited, but 
attributed ſolely to him; nor has any plea or excuſe from him been 
tranſmitted to the Board, or to the Court of DireQors : but he 
was, at the inſtance of the ſaid Haſtings, deprived of his ſaid office, 
contrary to the principles of natural juſtice, in a violent and arbi- 
trary manner; which proceeding, combined with the example made 
of his predeceſſor, muſt neceſſarily leave to the perſon,_who ſhould 
ſucceed to the faid office, no —_— principle upon which he 1 
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act with ſafety. But in comparing the conſequences of the two de- 
linquencies charged, the failure of the payment of the revenues 
(from whatever cauſe it may ariſe) is more likely to be avoided than 
any ſevere courſe towards the inhabitants; as the former fault was, 
beſides the deprivation of office, attended with two impriſonments, 
with a menace of death, and an actual death, in diſgrace, poverty, 
and inſolvency; whereas the latter, namely the oppreſſion, and 
thereby the total ruin of the country, charged on the ſecond admi- 
niſtrator, was only followed by a loſs of office; although he, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, did further aſſert (but with what truth does 
not appear) that the collection of the laſt adminiſtrator had fallen 
much ſhort of the revenue of the province. 

That che ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf was ſenſible that the 
frequent changes by him made would much diſorder the manage- 
ment of the revenues, and ſeemed deſirous of concealing his inten- 
tions concerning the laſt change until the time of its execution. 
Yet it appears by a letter from the Britiſh reſident dated the 23d of 
June 1784, * that a very ftrong report prevailed at Benares of his 
<< (the ſaid Haſtings's) intentions of appointing a new Naib for the 
«© approaching year; and that the effect, which the prevalence of 
5 ſuch an idea amongſt the aumils would probably have on the 
5 cultivation at this particular time. The heavy Mofuſſil Kiſts 
„ (harveſt inſtalments) have now been collected by the aumils; 
ce the ſeaſon of tillage is arrived; the ryots (country farmers) muſt 
«© be indulged, and even aſſiſted by advances; and the aumil mult 
«© look for his returns in the abundance of the crop, the conſeguence 
«« of this early attention to the cultivation. The effect is evident 
% evhich the report of a change in the firſt officer of the revenue muſt 
*© have on the minds of the aumils, by leaving them at an uncertainty 
«© of what they have in future to eæpect; and, in proportion to the 
5 degree of this uncertainty, their efforts and expences in promot- 
6e ing the cultivation will be languid and ſparing. 

« in compliance with the Naib's requeſt, I have written to all 
<< the aumi!-, encouraging and ordering them to attend to the cul- 
<< tivation of their reſpective diſtricts, But 1 conceive I ſhould be 
«© able to promote this very defirable intention much more effectual- 
«« ly, if you will honour me with the communication of your in- 
ce tentions on this ſubject. At the ſame time I cannot help juſt re- 
<< marking, that, if a change is intended, the ſooner it takes 
40 place, the more he bad efeas I have deſcribed will be obviated.“ 

That the Council, having received the propoſition for the 
removal of the adminiſtrator aforeſaid, did alſo in a leiter to him 
(the ſaid Haſtings) condemn the frequent changes by him made in 
the adminiſtration of the collections of Benares ; but did conſent 
to ſuch alterations as might be made without encroaching on the 
rights eſtabliſhed by his (the ſaid Haſtings's) agreement in the year 
1781, and did defire him to tranſmit to them his plan for a new 
adminiſtration, ; 

That the ſaid Haſtings did tranſmit a plan, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the evils which had happened from the former frequent 
changes, he did propoſe as @ temporary expedient for the adminiſtra- 
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tion of the revenues of the ſaid province: in which no proviſion was 
made for the reduction or remiſſion of revenue, as exigences might 
require; or for the extraction of the circulating ſpecie from the 
ſaid province; or for the ſupply of the neceſſary advances for cul- 
tivation; nor for the removal or prevention of any of the grievances 
by him before complained of, other than an inſpection by the reſi- 
dent and the chief criminal magiſtrate of Benares, and other regula- 
tions equally void of effect and authority: and which plan Mr. 
Stables, one of the ſupreme Council, did altogether reject; but the 
ſame was approved of, as a temporary expedient, with ſome ex- 
ceptions, by two other Members of the Board, Mr. Wheler and 
Mr. Macpherſon, declaring the /i, Warren Haſtings reſponſible for 
the temporary expediency of the ſame. 

That the ſaid Warren Hattings, in the plan aforeſaid, hav- 
ing ſtrongly objected to the appointment of any European collectors, 
that 1s to ſay, of any European ſervants of the Company being 
concerned in the ſame, declaring that there had been ſufficient ex- 
perience of the ill effects of their being ſo employed in the province 
of Bengal; by which the ſaid Haſtings did eicher, in looſe and ge 
neral terms, convey a falſe imputation upon the conduct of the 
Company's ſervants employed in the collection of the revenues of 
Bengal; or he was guilty of a criminal negle& of duty, in not 
bringing to puniſhment the particular perſons, whoſe evil practices 
had given riſe to ſuch a general imputation on Britiſh ſubjects and 
ſervants of the Company, as to render them unfit for ſervice in 
other places. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, in the courſe of 
three years, made three complete revolutions in the ſtate of Be- 
nares, by expelling, in the firſt inſtance, the lawful and rightful 
governor of the ſame, under whoſe care and ſuperintendance a large 
and certain revenue, ſuitable to the abilities of the country, and 
conſiſtent with its proſperity, was paid with the greateſt punctuality ; 
and by afterwards diſplacing two effective governors or adminiſtra- 
tors of the province, appointed in ſucceſſion by himſelf; and, in 
conſequence of the ſaid appointments, and violent and arbitrary 
removals, the ſaid province “ being left in effect without a govern- 
© ment,” except in one city only; and having, after all, ſettled 
no more than a temporary arrangement; is guilty of an nigh crime 
and miſdemeanor, in the deſtruction of the country aforeſaid. 
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PRINCESSES or OUDE 


I. 1 AT the reigning Nabob of Oude, commonly called 

Aſoph ul Dowla (ſon and ſucceſſor to Shuja ul Dowla) by 
taking into, or continuing in his pay, certain bodies of regular 
Britiſh troops, and by having afterwards admitted the Britiſh Re- 
fident at his Court into the management of all his affairs, foreign 
and domeſtic, and particularly into the adminiſtration of his finances, 
did gradually become, in ſubſtance and effect, as well as in general 
repate and eſtimation, a dependent on, or vaſſal of, the Eaſt India 
Company; and was, and is, ſo much under the controul of the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, that, in the opinion 
of all the native powers, the Engliſh name and character is con- 
cerned in every act of his Government. 

II. That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, contrary to law, and to his 
duty, and in diſobedience to the orders of the Eaft India Company, 
arrogating to himſelf the nomination of the Reſident at the Court 
of Oude, as his particular agent and repreſentative, and rejecting 
the Reſident appointed by the Company, and obtruding upon them 
a perſon of his own choice, did, from that time, render himſelf in 
a particular manner reſponſible for the good government of the Pro- 
vinces, compoſing the dominions of the Nabob of Oude. 

III. That the Provinces aforeſaid having been, at the time of 
their firſt connection with the Company, in an improving and flou- 
riſhing condition, and yielding a revenue of more than three mil- 
lions of pounds ſterling, or thereabouts, did, ſoon after that peri- 
od, begin ſenſibly to decline; and the ſubſidy of the Britiſh troops 
Rationed in that Province, as well as other ſums of money due to 
the Company by treaty, ran conſiderably in arrear; although the 
Prince of the country, during the time theſe arrears accrued, was 
otherwiſe in diltreſs, and had been obliged to reduce all his eſta- 
bliſhments. | 

IV. That the Prince aforeſaid, or Nabob of Oude, did, in hum- 
ble and ſubmiſſive terms, ſupplicate the {aid Warren Haſtings, to 

be relieved from a body of troops, whoſe licentious behaviour he 
complained of, and who were ſtationed in his country without any 
obligation by treaty to maintain them; pleading the failure of 
harveſt, and the prevalence of famine in his country ;—a compli- 
ance with which requeſt, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was refuſed 
in unbecoming, offenſive, and inſulting language. 

V. That the ſaid Nabob, labouring under the aforeſaid and other 
burthens, and being continually urged for payment, was adviſed to 
extort, and did extort from his mother and grandmother, under 
the pretext of loans (and"ſometimes without that appearance) va- 
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rious great ſums of money, amounting in the whole to 630,000). 
ſterling, or thæredbouts; alledging in excuſe the rigorous demands 
of the Eaſt India Company, for whoſe ule the ſaid extorted money 
had been demanded, and to which a (conſiderable part of it had 
been applied. 

VI. That the two female parents of the Nabob aforeſaid, were 
among the women of the greateſt rank, family, and diſtinction in 
Aſia; and were left by the deceaſed Nabob, the ſon of the one, and 
the huſband of the other, in charge of certain conſiderable part of 
his treaſures in money, and other valuable moveables, as well as 
certain landed eſtates, called Jaghires, in order to the ſupport of 
their own dignity, and the honourable maintenance of his women, 
and a numerous. offspring and their dependents; the ſaid family 
amounting in the whole to two thouſand perſons, who were by the 
ſaid Nabob, at his death, recommended 1n a particular manner to 
the care and protection of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 

VII. That on the demand of the Nabob of Oude on his parents 
for the laſt of the ſums, which completed the ſix hundred and thirty 
thouſand pounds aforeſaid, they, Ge ſaid parents did poſitively re- 
fuſe to pay any part of the ſame to their ſon, for the uſe of the 
Company, until he ſhould agree to certain terms, to be ſtipulated 
in a regular treaty ; and, among other particulars, to ſecure them 
in the remainder of their poſſeſſions, and alſo on no account or pre- 
tence to make any further demands or claims on them; and, well 
knowing from whence all his claims and exactions had ariſen, they 
demanded that the ſaid treaty, or family compact, ſhould be gua- 
ranteed by the Governor General and Council of Bengal: And a 
treaty was accordingly agreed to, executed by the Nabob, and gua- 
ranteed by John Briſtow, Eſquire, the Reſident at Oude, under the 
authority and with the expreſs conſent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings * 
and the Council General; and, in conſequence thereof, the ſum 
laſt required was paid, and diſcharges given to the Nabob for all 
the money which he had borrowed from his own mother and the 
mother of his father, 

That the diſtreſſes and diſorders in the Nabob's government, 
and his debt to the Company continuing to increaſe, notwith- 
ſtanding the violent methods before-mentioned taken to augment 
his reſources, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the 21ſt of May, and 
on the 31ſt July, 1781, (he aad Mr. Wheler being the only re- 
maining members of the Council General, and he having the con- 
cluſive and caſting voice, and thereby being in effect the whole 
Council) did, in the name and under the authority of the Board, 
reſolve on a journey to the upper provinces, in order to a perſonal 
interview with the Nabob of Oude, towards the ſettlement of his 
diſtreſſed affairs; and did give to himſelf a delegation of the powers 
of the ſaid Council, in direct violation of the Company's orders, 
forbidding ſuch delegation. 

VIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having by his appointment 
met the Nabob of Oude near a place called Chunar, and poſſeſſing 
an entire and abſolute command over the ſaid Prince, he did, con- 
trary to juſtice and equity and the ſocurity of property, as well as 
to public faith and the ſanction of the Company's guarantee, under 

the 
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the colour of a treaty, which treaty was conducted ſecretly without 
a written document of any part of the proceeding (except the pre- 
tended treaty itſelf) authorize the ſaid Nabob to ſeize upon, and 
confiſcate to his own profit, the landed eſtates, called Jaghires, of 
his parents, kindred, and principal nobility ; only ſtipulating a 
penſion to the net amount of the rent of the ſaid lands as an equi- 
valent, and that equivalent to ſuch only whoſe lands had been 
guaranteed to them by the Company: But provided, neither in the 
laid pretended treaty, nor in any ſubſequent act, the leaſt ſecurity 
for the payment of the ſaid penſion to thoſe for whom ſuch penſions 
was oſtenſibly reſerved ; and, for the others, not ſo much as a ſhew 
of indemnity ;—to the extreme ſcandal of the Britiſh Government, 
which valuing itſelf upon a ſtrict regard to property, did expreſsly 
authorize, if it did not command, an attack upon that right, un- 
precedenred in the deſpotic Governments of India. 

IX. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to cover the violent 
and unjuſt proceedings aforeſaid, did aſſert a claim of right in the 


fame Nabob to all the poſſeſſions of the ſaid mother and grand- 


mother, as belonging to him by the Mahommedan law ; and this 
pretended claim was ſet up by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the 
Nabob had, by a regular treaty, ratified and guaranteed by the 
ſaid Haſtings, as Governor General, renounced and releaſed all 
demands on them. And this falſe pretence of a legal demand, was 
taken up and acted upon by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without 
laying the ſaid queſtion on record before the Council General, or 
giving notice to the perſons to be affected thereby, to ſupport their 
Tights before any of the principal magiſtrates and expounders of 
the Mahommedan law, or taking publicly the opinions of any per- 
fon converſant therein. 

X. That, in order to give farther colour to the acts of ill faith 
and violence aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cauſe to be 
taken at Lucknow, and other places, before divers perſons, and 
particularly before Sir Elijah Impey, Enight, his Majeſty's chief 
Juſtice, acting extrajudicially, and not within the limits of his 
Juriſdiction, ſeveral paſſionate, careleſs, irrelevant, and irregular 
affidavits, conſiſting of matter not fit to be depoſed on oath ; of 
reports, conjectures, and hearſays; ſome of the perſons, ſwearing 
to the ſaid hearſays, having declined to declare from whom they 
heard the accounts at ſecond hand {worn to: The ſaid affidavits in 

eneral tending to ſupport the calumnious charge of the ſaid 
8 Haſtings, namely, that the aged women before- mentioned 
had formed, or engaged in, a plan for the depoſition of their ſon 
and ſovereign, and the utter extirpation of the Engliſh nation: And 
neither the ſaid charge againſt perſons, whoſe dependence was prin- 
cipally, if not wholly, on the good faith of this nation, and highly 
affecting the honour, property, and even lives of women of the 
higheſt condition; nor the affidavits intended to ſupport the ſame, 
extrajudicially taken ex parte, and without notice, by the ſaid Sir 
Elijah Impey, and others, were at any time communicated to the 
parties charged, or to any agent for them ; nor were they called 
upon to anſwer, nor any explanation demanded of them. 


XI. That 


„„ GO WE RE ro Oo EN 


%- LA. 


ED © ons LD UDP Wo. v9 


r 59 
XI. That the article, affecting private property ſecured by pub- 


lic acts, in the ſaid pretended treaty, contains nothing more than 
a general 1 given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for con- 
fiſcating ſuch Jaghires or landed eſtates, with the modifications 
therein contained, ** as he (the Nabob) may find neceſſary ;** but 
does not directly point at, or expreſs by name, any of the landed 
poſſeſſions of the Nabod's mother: But ſoon after the ſigning of the 
ſaid pretended treaty, (that is, on the 2gth November 1781) it 
did appear, that a principal object thereof, was to enable the Na- 
bob to ſeize upon the eſtates of his female parents aforeſaid, which 
had been guaranteed to them by the Eaſt India Company. And 
although in the treaty, or pretended treaty, aforeſaid, nothing 
more is purported than to give a ſimple permiſſion to the Nabob 
to ſeize upon and confiſcate the eftates, leaving the execution or 
non-execution of the ſame wholly to his diſcretion ; yet it appears 
by ſeveral letters from Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, the Reſident 
at the Court of Oude, of the 6th, 7th, and gth of December 
1781, that no ſuch diſcretion, as expreſſed in the treaty, was left, 
or intended to be left with him the id Nabob; but that the ſaid 
article ought practically to have a conſtruction of a directly contrary 
tendency; that, inſtead of conſidering the article as originating 
from the Nabob, and containing a power provided in his favour, 
which he did not poſſeſs before, the confiſcation of the Jaghires 
aforeſaid, was to be conſidered as a meaſure originating from the 
Engliſh ; and to be intended for their benefit; and as ſuch, that the 
execution was to be forced upon him; and the execution thereof was 
accordingly forced upon him. And the Reſident, Middleton, on 
the Nabob's refuſal to act in contradiction to his ſworn engagement, 
guaranteed by the Eaſt India Company, and in the undutiful and un- 
natural manner required, did totally ſuperſede his authority in his own 
dominions, conſidering himſelf as impowered fo to act by the inſtruc- 
tions of the ſaid Haſtings, although he had reaſon to apprehend a ge- 
neral inſurrection in conſequence thereof, and that he found it ne- 
ceſſary to remove his family, „which he did not with to retain there, 
** in caſe of a rupture with the Nabob, or the neceſſity of employing 
** the Britiſh forces in the reduction of bis Aumils and troops ;” and 
he did accordingly, as ſovereign, ifſue his own edits and warrants, 
in defiance of the reſiſtance of the Nabob, in the manner by him 
deſcribed in the letters aforeſaid, in a letter of 6th December 
1781, that is to ſay, Finding the Nabob wawering in his determi- 
% nation abcut the reſumption of the Faghiers, I this day, in pre- 
* ſence of and with the Miniſter's concurrence, ordered the neceſ- 
« ſary Perwannahs to be written to the ſeveral Aumils for that 
«« purpoſe; and it was my firm reſolution to have diſpatched them 
** this evening, with proper people to ſee them punctually and im- 
« plicitly carried into execution; but before they were all tran- 
« ſcribed, I received a meſſage from the Nabob, who had been in- 
© formed by the Miniſter of the reſolution I had taken, entreating 
that I would withhold the Perwannahs until to-morrow morn- 
ing, when he would attend me, and afford me ſatisfaction on 
* this point. As the loſs of a few hours in the diſpatch of the 
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«© Perwarnahs appeared of little moment, and as it is poſſible the 
«© Nabob, /ceing that the bujine/s will at all events be done, may 
* make it an act of his own, I have conſented to indulge him in his re. 
« queſt; but, be the reſult of our interview whatever it may, nothing 
e ſhall prevent the orders being iſſued to-morrow, either by him or 
« myſelf, with the concurrence of the Miniſters, Your pleaſure re- 
* ſpeCting the Begums | have learnt from Sir Elijah; and the mea. 
«© ſure heretofore propoſed, will ſoon follow the reſumption of the 
„ Jaghiers. From both, or indeed from the former alone, I have 
«© no doubt of the complete liquidation of the Company's balance.“ 
—And alſo in another letter of the 7th December 1781,.—“ I had 
* the honour to addreſs you yeſterday, informing you of the ſteps 
4 Thad taken in regard to the reſumption of the Faghiers. This 
% morning the Vixier came to me according to his agreement, but ſeem- 
* ingly without any intention or defire to yield me ſatisfaction on the 
& ſubject under diſcuſſion ; for, after a great deal of converſation, con- 
% fiſting, on his part, of trifling evaſion and puerile excuſes for with. 
& holding his afſent to the meaſure, though at the ſame time profeſſing 
«© the moſt implicit ſubmiſſion to your wiſhes, I found myſelf without 
& any other reſource, than the ane of employing that excluſive authority 
ce evith which I confider your inſtructions to veſt me: I therefore de- 
« clared to the Nabob, in preſence of the Minifter and Mr. Fohnſon, 
«© avho I defired might bear witneſs of the converſation, That I con- 
« ftrued his rejection of the meaſure propaſed, as a breach of his ſolenn 
«© promiſe to you, and an unwill;ngneſs to yield that aſſiſtance, which 
c avas evidently in his power, towards liquidating his heauy accumn- 
% at ing debt to the Company ; and that I muſt in conſequence de- 
„ termine, in my own juttification, to ue immediately the Perwan- 
% zahs, which had only been withheld in the ſanguine hope, that 
c he would be prevailed upon to make that his own act, which no- 
e thing but the moſt urgent neceſſity could force ze to make mine. 
«© — He left me without any reply; but afterwards ſent for his Mi- 
4 niſter, and authorized him to give me hopes, that my requiſition 
«© would be complied with; on which I expreſſed my ſatisfaction, 
© but declared, that I could admit of no further delays; and un- 
« leſs I received his Excellency's formal acquieſcence before the 
« evening, I ſhould then moſt aſſuredly iſſue my Perwannahs ; which 
e have accordingly done, not having had any aſſurances from his 
« Excellency, that could juſtify a further ſuſpenſion. I ſhall, as 
« ſoon as poſlible, inform you of the effect of the Perwannahs, 
„„ which, in many parts, I am apprehenſive it will be found ne- 
«< ceſſary to enforce with 1 litary aid. I am not, however, entirely 
% without hopes that the Nobob, when he /ees the znefficacy of fur- 
ther oppoſition, may alter his conduct, and prevent the confufton 
* and diſagreeable conſequences which would be too likely to reſult from 
* the proſecution of a meaſure of ſuch importance, without his concur- 
c rence. His Excellency talks of going to Fyzabad, for the pur- 
4 poſe heretofore mentioned, in three or four days; I wiſh he may 
« be ſerious in his intention, and you may reſt aſſured, I Hall ſpare 
« no pains to keep him to it,” —And further, in a letter of the gth 
December 1781—** I had the honour to addreſs you on the 7th 
* inſtanr, informing you of the converſation which had paſſed 
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© between the Nabob and me, on the ſubje& of reſuming the Jag- 
en hiers, and the ſtep I had taken in conſequence. His Excellency 
« appeared to be very much hurt and incenſed at the meaſure ; and 
66 loudly complains of the treachery of his Miniſters ; firſt, in giving 
« you any hopes that ſuch a meaſure would be adopted; and, ſecondly, 
« in their promiſing me their whole ſupport in carrying it through. 
« But, as 1 apprehended, rather than ſuffer it to appear that the point 
« had been carried in oppoſition to his will, he at length yielded a 
* nominal acquieſcence, and has this day iſſued his own Perwan- 
„ nahs to that effect; declaring, however, at the ſame time, both to 
« me and his Miniſters, that it is an ad of compulſion. | hope to be 
« able, in a few days, in conſequence of this meaſure, to tranſmit 
«« you an account of the actual value and produce of the Jaghires, 
«© oppoſed to the nominal amount at which they ſtand rated on the 
„ books of the Sircar.” 

XII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of expreſſing any 
diſapprobation of the proceedings atoreſaid, in violation of the 
rights ſecured by treaty with the mother and grandmother of the 
reigning Prince of Oude, and not leſs in violation of the ſovereign 
rights of the Nabob himſelf, did, by frequent meſſages, ſtimulate 
the ſaid Middleton to a perſeverance in, and to a rigorous execution 
of the ſame: And in his letter from Benares of the 25th Decem- 
ber 1781, did “ expreſs doubts of his firmneſs and activity, and, 
above all, of his recollection of his inſtructions, and their im- 
© portance; and that, if he could not rely on his own [power] and 
the means he poſl:fled for performing thoſe ſervices, he wwould 
« free him [the ſtid Middleton] from the charges, and would pro- 
„ ceed himſelf to Lucknow, and would He, undertake them.“ 

XIII. That very doubtful credit is to be given to any letters writ- 
ten by the ſaid Middleton to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when they 
anſwer the purpoſes which the ſaid Warren Haſtings had evidently 
in view, the ſaid Middleton having written to him in the following 
manner from Lucknow, zoth December 1781: 


« My dear Sir, 


« XIV. I have this day anſwered your p#b/ic letter in the form you 
« ſeem to ex, . | hope there is nothing in it thut may appear to y u 
* too pointed. {you wiſh the matter to be otherwiſe underflood than 
« I have taken up and flated it, I need not jay I jhall be ready to con- 
© form to whatever you may preſcribe, and to take upon myſelf any 
« ſhare of the blame of the (hitherto) non-performance of the ſtipulations 
* made on behalf of the Nabob. Though 1 do aſſure you, I myſelf 
* repreſented to his Excellency and the Miniſters, conceiving it to 
* be your deſire, that the apparent aſſumption of the reins of his go- 
* wernment (for in that light he undoubtedly conſidered it at the 
* firſt view) as ſpecified in the agreement executed by him, was 
not meant to be fully and literally enforced, but that it was ne- 
te ceſſary you ſhould have ſomething to ſhew on your fide, as the Com- 
% pany were deprived of a benefit without a requital ; and upon the 
faith of this aſſurance alone, I believe I may ſafely affirm his Ex- 
« cellency's objections to _ treaty were given up. If I 
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«© have 
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„have underſtood the matter wrong, or miſconceived your deſign, 
c« ] am truly ſorry for it; however, it 75 not too late to correct the 
error; and I am ready to undertake, and, God willing, to carry 
* through, whatever you may, on receipt of my public letter, tell me 
«© fs your final reſolve.” 

XV. That it appears, but on his the ſaid Middleton's fole au- 
thority, in a letter from the ſaid Middleton, dated Lucknow, 2d 
December 1781, that the. Nabob of Oude, wiſhing to evade the 


meaſure of reſuming the Jaghires aforefaid, did ſend a meſſage to 


him, purporting, ** that if the meaſure propoſed was intended to 
„ procure the payment of the balance due to the Company, he 
could better and more expeditiouſly effect that object, by taking 

from his mother the treaſures of his father, which he did aſſert 
to be in her hands, and to which he did claim a right; and that 
« jt would be ſufficient that he the ſaid Haſtings would hint his 
opinion upon it, without giving a formal ſanction to the meaſure pro- 
« poſed; and that whatever his reſolution upon the ſubject ſhould 
4% be, it would be expedient to keep it ſecret;” adding * the re- 
« ſumption of the Faghires it is neceſſary to ſuſpend till I have your 
% anſaver to this letter.“ : 

XVI. That it does not appear that the ſaid Haſtings did write 
any letter in anſwer to the propoſal of the ſaid Middleton; but he, 
the ſaid Haſtings, did communicate his pleaſure thereon to Sir 
Elijah Impey, being then at Lucknow, for his the ſaid Middleton's 
information ; and it does appear, that the ſeizing of the treaſures 
of the mother of the Nabob, ſaid to have been propoſed as an al- 
ternative by the ſaid Nabob, to prevent the reſumption of the Jag- 
hire, was determined upon and ordered by the ſaid Haſtings ; and 
that the reſumption of the ſaid Jaghires, for the ranſom of which 
the ſeizing of the treaſures was propoſed, was alſo directed; not 
one only, but both ſides of the alternative being enforced upon the 
female parents of the Nabob aforeſaid, although both the one and 
the other had been ſecured to them by a treaty with the Eaſt India 
Company. 

0 XVII That Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Majeſty's Chief 
Juſtice at Fort William, did undertake a journey of nine hundred 
miles, from Calcutta to Lucknow, on pretence of health and plea- 
ſure ; but was in reality in the ſecret of theſe and other irregular 
tranſactions, and employed as a channel! of confidential communi- 
cation therein. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by preſuming to 
employ the ſaid Chief Juflice, a perſon particularly unfit for an 
agent, in the tranſaction of affairs, prima facie at leaſt unjuſt, vio- 
lent, and oppreſuve, contrary to public faith, and to the ſentiments 
and law of nature; and which he, the ſaid Haſtings, was ſenſible 
« could not fail to draw obloquy on himſelf by his participation,“ 
did diſgrace the King's committon, and render odious to the na- 
tives of Hindoſtan the juſtice of the Crown of Great Britain. 

XIX. That although the fud Warren Haſtings was from the be. 
ginning duly informed of the violence offered to the perſonal in- 
clinations of the Nabob, and the © apparent aſſumption of the 
« reins of his government,“ for the purpoſes aforeſaid, yet, more 
than two years after, he did write to his private agent, Major Pal- 

mer, 
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mer, that is to ſay, in his letter of the 6th of May 1783, ** that it 
«© has been a matter of 29ua/ ſurpriſe and concern to him, to learn 
4 from the letters of the Reſident, that the Nabob Vizier was with 
« difficulty, and almoſt unconquerable reluQtance, induced to give 
ce his conſent to the attachment of the treaſure depoſited by his fa- 
ce ther, under the charge of the Begum his mother, and to the re- 
« ſumption of her Jaghire, and the other Jaghires of the indivi- 
& duals of his family ;”” which pretence of ignorance of the Na- 
bob's inclinations, is fictitious and groundleſs. But whatever de- 
ception he might pretend to be in concerning the original intention 
of the Nabob, he was not, nor did he pretend to be, ignorant of 
his, the Nabob's reluctance to procced in the ſaid meaſures ; but did 
admit his knowledge of the Nabob's reluctance to their full execu- 
tion, and yet did juſtify the ſame as follows : 

XX. I deſire that you will inform him (the Nabob) that in theſe 
and the other meaſuies which were either propoſed by him, or 
received his concurrence in the agreement paſſed between us at 
“ Chunar, I neither had nor could have any object but his relief, 
and the ſtrengthening of his conneXion with the Company; and that I 
«« ſhould not on any other ground have expoſed myſelf to the per- 
«« ſonal obloguy which they could not fail to draw upon me by my parti- 
cipation in them, but left him to regulate, by his own diſcretion, 
„ and by his own means, the economy of his own finances, and 
e with much mare cauſe, the aſſertion of his domeſtic right. In theſe, 
be had no regular claim to my interference; nor had I, in my pub- 
lic character, any claim upon him, but for the payment of the 
debt then due from him to the Company, although I was under 
te the ſtrongeſt obligations to require it for the relief of the preſſing 
exigencies of their affairs. —tie will well remember the manner 
« in which, at a viſit to him in his own tent, I declared my ac- 
„ quieſcence freely and without heſitation to each propoſition, 
* which afterwards formed the ſubſtance of a written agreement, 
« as he ſeverally made them; and he can want no other evidence 
« of my motives for / chearful à conſent, nor for the requeſts which 
* added as the means of fulfilling his purpoſes in them. Had he 
* not made theſe meaſures his own option, I ſhould not have pro- 
« poſed them; hu: having once adopted them, and made them the 
conditions of a formal and ſacred agreement, I had no longer an option 
© to diſpenſe with them, but was bound to the complete performance 
« and execution of them, as points of public duty and of national faith, 
for which I was r:/pn/ible to my King, and the Company my im- 
* mediate ſuperiors; and this was the reaſon for my infiſting on their 
« performance and gxecution, when Lauas told that the Nabob himſelf 
« had relaxed from his original purpoſe, and exprefſed a reluance to 
«© proceed in it.“ 

XXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings does admit, that the Nabob 
had originally no regular claim upon him for his interference, or 
he any claim on the Nabob, which might entitle him to interfere 
in the Nabob's domeſtic concerns; yet, in order to juſtify his fo 
invidious an interference, he did, 1n the letter aforeſaid, give a 
falſe account of the ſaid treaty, which (as before-mentioned) did 
nothing more than give a permi//ion to the Nabob to reſume the 
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Jaghires, if HE ſhould judge the ſame to be neceſſary ; and did therefore 


leave the right of diſpenſing with the whole, or any part thereof, 
as much in his option after the treaty, as it was before ; the de- 
clared intent of the article being only to remove the reſtraint of the 
Company's guarantee forbidding ſuch reſumption, but furniſhing 
nothing which could authorize putting that reſumption into the 
hands and power of the Company, to be enforced at their diſcre- 
tion. And with regard to the other part of the ſpoil made by order 
of the ſaid Haſtings, and by him, in the letter aforeſaid, ſtated to 
be made equally againſt the will of the Nabob ; namely, that 
which was committed on the perſonal and moveable property of the 
female parents of the Nabob, nothing whatſoever in relation to the 
ſame is ſtipulated in the ſaid pretended treaty. 

XXII. That the ſaid Haſtings, in aſſerting that he was bound to 
the acts aforeſaid by public duty, and even by national faith, in the 
very inſtance in which that national faith was by him groſsly violated 
andin juſtifying himſelf, by alledging that he was bound to the complete 
execution, by a reſponſibility to the company which he immediately 
ſerved ; and by aſſerting, that theſe violent and rapacious proceed- 
Ings, ſubjecting all perſons concerned in them to obloquy, would 
be the means of ſtrengthening the connection of the Nabob with 
the Britiſh United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt 
Indies, did diſgrace the authority under which he 1mmediately 
ated. And that the ſaid Haſtings, in juſtifying bis obligations to 
the ſaid acts by a reſponſibility to the King, name'y to the King of 
Great Britain, did endeavour to throw upon his Majeſty, his law- 
ful ſovereign (whoſe name and character he was bound to reſpect, 
and to preſerve in eſtimation with all perſons, and particularly with 
the ſovereign princes, the allies of his Government) the diſgrace 
and odium of the aforeſaid acts, in which a ſovereign E Was 
by him the ſaid Haſtings made an inſtrument of perfidy, wrong, 
and outrage, to two mothers and wives of ſovereign princes; and 
in which he did exhibit to all Aſia (a country remarkable for the 
utmoſt devotion to parental authority) the ſpectacle of a Chriſtian 
Governor repreſenting a Chriſtian Sovereign, compelling a ſon to 
become the inſtrument of ſuch violence and extortion againſt his 
own mother, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by repeated meſſages and 
injunctions, and under menaces of a dreadfu] reſponſibility,“ 
did urge the reſident to a completion of this barbarous act; and 
well knowing that ſuch an act would probably be reſiſted, did order 
him the ſaid reſident to uſe the Britith troops under his direction 
for that purpoſe, and did offer the aſſiſtance of further forces, 
urging the execution in the following peremptory terms: “ You 
% yourſelf muſt be perſenally preſent ; you muſt not allow ary nego- 
% ciation or forbearance ; but muit proſecute both ſervices, until 
« the Begums (Princeſſes) are at the entire mercy of the Nabob.“ 

XXIII. That in conformity to the {aid peremptory orders, a 


party of Britiſh and other troops, with the Nabob ja the aſtenſible, 


and the Britiſh reſident in the real command, were drawn towards 
the city of Fyzabad, in the caſtle of which city the mother wy 
| | grand- 
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rand- mother of the Nabob had their reſidence; and after expend- 
ing two days in negociation (the particulars of which do not appear) 
the reſident not receiving the ſatis faction he looked for, the town 
was firſt ſtormed, and afterwards the caſtle; and little or no reſiſt- 
ance being made, and no blood being ſhed on either fide, the 
Britiſh troops occupied all the outer incloſure of the palace of one 
of the Princeſſes, and blocked up the other. 

XXIV. "That this violent aſſault and forcible occupation of their 
houſes, and the further extremities they had to apprehend, did not 
prevail on the female parents of the Nabob to conſent to any ſub- 
miſſion, until the reſident ſent in unto them a letter from the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings (no copy of which appears) declaring himſelf no 
longer bound by the guaranty, and containing ſuch other matter 
as tended to remove all their hopes, which ſeemed to be centered 
in Britiſh faith, 

XXV. That the chief officers of their houſhold, who were their 
treaſurers and confidential agents, the eunuchs Jewar Ali Khan, 
and Behar Ali Khan, perſons of great eminence, rank and diſtinc- 
tion, who had been in high truſt and favour with the late Nabob, 
were ignominiouſly put into confinement, under an inferior officer, 
in order to extort the diſcovery of the treaſures and effects com- 
mitted to their care and fidelity. And the ſaid Middleton did ſoon 
after, that is to ſay, on the 12th of January, 1782, deliver them 
over for the ſame purpoſe into the cuſtody of Captain Neal Stewart, 
commanding the 8th regiment, by his order given in the following 
words: “ To be kept in cloſe and ſecure confinement, admitting 
© of no intercourſe with them, excepting by their four menial 
*£ ſervants, who are authoriſed to attend them until further orders. 
* You will allow them to have any neceflay and convenience which 
% may be conſiltent with a ſtrict guard over them.” | 

XXVI. That in conſequence of theſe ſeverities upon herſelf, and 
on thoſe whom ſhe moſt regarded and truſted, the mother of the 
{41d Nabob did at length content to the delivering up of her trea- 
ſures, and the ſame were paid to the reſident, to the amount of 
the bond given by the Nabob to the Company, for his balance of 
the year 1779-80, and the ſaid treaſure was taken from the moſt 
t ſecret receſſes in the houſes of the two eunuchs.“ 

XXVII. That the Nabob, continuing ſtill under thepreſſure of 

a further pretended debt to the Company, for his balance of the 
year 1780-81, the reſident not ſatisfied with the ſeizure of the 
eſtates and treaſures of his parents aforeſaid, although he the ſaid 
reſident did confeſs, that the Princeſs mother“ had declared, 
© with apparent truth, that ſhe had delivered up the whole of the 
* property in her hands, excepting goods, which from the experi- 
*« ence which he the reſident had of the / produce of the ſales of 
* a former payment made by her in that mode, he did refuſe, and 
* that, in his opinion, it certainly would have amounted to little 
* or nothing,“ did proceed to extort another great ſum of money, 
hat is to ſay, the ſum of 120,000]. ſterling on account of the laſt 
pretended balance aforeſaid. In order therefore to compel the ſaid 
miniſters and treaſurers either to diſtreſs their principals, by extort- 
ing whatever valuable ſubſtance might, by any poffibility, remain 
con- 
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concealed, or to furniſh the ſaid ſum from their own eſtates, or 
from their credit with their friends, did order their impriſonment 
to be aggravated with circumſtances of great cruelty, giving an 
order to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, dated zoth of January, 
1782, in the following words : 


ce Sir, X 
© XXVIII. When this note is delivered to you by Hoolas Roy, 
« J have to deſire, that you order the two priſoners to be put 7 
« irons, keeping them from all food, Fc. agreeable to my inſtruction. 
« of yeſterday. 
(Signed) 
NATH. MIDDLETON.” 


XXIX. That by the ſaid unjuſt and rigorous proceeding, the ſaid 
eunuchs were compelled to give their engagement for the payment of 
120, ooo l. ſterling aforeſaid, to be completed within the period of 
one month: but after they had entered into the ſaid compulſory 
engagement, they were ſtill kept in cloſe impriſonment, and the 
mother and grand-mother of the Nabob were themſelves held un- 
der a ſtrict guard; although at the ſame time, the confiſcated eſtates 
were actually in the Company's poſſeſſion, and found to exceed the 
amount of what they were rated at in the general liſt of confiſcated 
eſtates; and although the afiitant reſident Johnſun did confeſs 
«« that the object Y diſtreſſing the Bhow Begum was merely to 
te obtain a ready money inſtead of a di/atery payment, and that this 
« ready money payment, if not paid, was recoverable in the courſe 
© of a few months upon the Jaghiers in his poſſeſſion ; and that 
«© therefore it was not worth proceeding to any extremit:es beyond 
*© the one deſcribed (namely, the confinement of the Princeſſes, 
and the impriſonment and fettering of their miniſters) upon ſo 
„ reſpeQable a family.“ 

XXX. That after the ſurrender of the treaſure, and the paſſing 
the bonds and obligations given as aforeſaid, the reſident having 
been ſtrictly ordered by the ſaid Warren Haſtings not to make any 
ſettlement whatſoever with the ſaid women of high rank, the Na- 
bob was induced to leave the city of Fyzabad, without taking 
leave of his mother, or ſhewing her any mark of duty or civility, 
And on the ſame day the reſident left the city aforeſaid ; and after 
his return to Lucknow, in order to pacify the ſaid Haſtings, who 
appeared to reſent, that the Nabob was not urged to greater de- 

rees of rigour than thoſe hitherto uſed towards his mother, he 
the ſaid reſident did, in his letter of the 6th of February, give him 
an aſſurance in the following words: I ſhall, as you direct, ule 
** my influence to diſſuade his Excellency from concluding any /i+ 

* tlement, until I have your further commands.” 

XXI. That the payment of the bond laſt extorted from the eunuchs 
was ſoon after commenced, and the grand-mother, as well as the 
mother, were now compelled to deliver what they declared was 7h? 
extent of the whole of both their poſſeſſions, including down to their 
table utenſils ; which as the reſident admitted, “ they had _— 
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and were ſtill delivering, and that no proof had yet been ob- 
e tained of their having more.“ 

XXXII. That bullion, jewels, and goods, to the amount of five 
hundred thoufand pounds and upwards, were actually received by 
the reſident, for the uſe of the Company, before the 23d of Fe- 
bruary, 1782; and there remained, on the ſaid extorted bond, no 
more than about 25, ooo l. according to the ſtatement of the eu- 
nuchs, and not above fifty thouſand according to that made by the 
reſident. | 

XXXIII. That in this advanced ſtate of the delivery of the ex- 
torted treaſure, the miniſters of women aforeſaid of the reigning 
family, did apply to Captain Leonard Jaques, under whoſe cuſtody 
they were confined, to be informed of the deficiency with which 
they ſtood charged, that they might endeavour, with the aſſiſtance 
of their friends, to provide for the ſame, and praying that they 
might, through his mediation, be freed from the hardſhips they 
ſuſtered under their confinement ; to which application, they re- 
ceived an inſolent anſwer from the ſaid Richard Johnſon, dated 
February 27th, 1782, declaring, that part of what he had received 
in payment was in jewels and bullion ; and that more than a 
month, the time fixed for the final payment, would elapſe before 
he could diſpoſe of the ſame ; inſiſting upon a ready money pay- 
ment, and aſſuring them, that the day on which their agreement 
expired, he ſhould be indiſpenſibly obliged to recommence ſeveri- 
« ties upon them, until the laſt farthing was fully paid.” And in or. 
der to add to their terrors and hardſhips, as well as to find ſome pre- 
text for the further cruel and inhuman aQts intended, an apparently 
groundleſs and injurious charge was ſuggeſted to the impriſoned 
miniſters aforeſaid, in the following words :—<* You may alſo 
„ mention to them, that I have reaſon to /#/þe# that the commo- 
« tions raiſed by Bulbudder, has not been without their /ugge/tion 
« and abetment, which, if proved upon them, in addition to the 
% probable breach of their agreement, will make their ſituation 
„% very deſperate.” 

XXXIV. That on the receipt of the ſaid letter, that is, on the 
2d of March, the miniſter aforetaid did aver, that they were not 
able to obtain caſh in lieu of the jewels and other effects; but that 
if the goods were ſold, and they releaſed from their confinement, 
and permitted (as they haye before requeited) to go abroad amon 
their friends, they could ſoon make gocd the deficiency ; and they 
did abſolutely deny“ that they had any hand in the commotions 
„ raiſed by Bulbudder, or any kind of correſpondence with him 
or his adherents.” 

XXXV. That the priſoners aforeſaid did ſhortly after, that is 
to ſay, on the 13th March, a third time renew their application to 
Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, the reſident, and did requeſt that 
the jewels remaining in his the ſaid reſident's hands, towards the 
payment of the balance remaining, “ might be valued by four or 
«« five eminent merchants, Muſtelmen and Hindus, upon oath,” 
and that if any balance ſhould afterwards appear, they would upon 
their releaſe get their friends to advance the ſame ; and they did 
again repreſent the hardſhip of their impriſonment, and pray for 


relief ; 
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relief; and did again aſſert, that the imputations thrown upon 
them by the ſaid Richard Johnſon were falſe and groundleſs; 
that they had no kind of intercourſe, either directly or indirectly, 
«© with the authors of the commotions alluded to, and that they 
* did ſtake their lives upon the {malleſt proof thereof being 
« brought.” 

XXX VI. That inſtead of their receiving any anſwer to any of the 


aforeſaid reaſonable propoſitions, concerning either the account 


ſtated, or the crimes imputed to them, or any relief from the hard- 
ſhips they ſuffered, he, the reſident Middleton, did, on the 18th 
of the ſaid month, give to the officer who h2d ſupplicated in favour 
of the ſaid priſoners, an order, in which he declared himſelf ** under 
4e the diſagreeable neceſſity of recurring to ſeverities, to enforce 
*© the ſaid payment; and that this is therefore to deſire that you 
«© immediately cauſe them 7o be put in irons, and keep them ſo until 
*c I ſhall arrive at Fyzabad to take further meaſures as may be 
«© neceſſary.” Which order being received at Fyzabad the day 
after it was given, the ſaid eunuchs were a ſecond time thrown into 
irons. And it appears that (probably in reſentment for the humane 
repreſentations of the ſaid Captain Jaques) the reſident did refuſe 
to pay for the ſetters, and other contingent charges of the impri- 
ſonment of the ſaid miniſters of the Nabob's mother, when at the 
ſame time very liberal contingent allowances were made to other 
officers; and the ſaid Jaques did ſtrongly remonſtrate againſt the 
ſame as follows :—* You have alſo ordered me to put the priſoners 
«« in irons—T'his I have done: yet, as I have no buſineſs to pur- 
« chaſe fetters, or ſupply them any other way, it is but reaſonable 
«« that you ſhould order me to be reimburſed. And why ſhould 1 
« add any thing more? A late commander at this place, I am 


c told, draws near as many thouſands monthly contingencies, as 


« my trifling letter for hundreds. However, if you cannot get 
«© my bill paid, be ſo obliging as to return it; and give me an 


« opportunity of declaring to the world, that I believe I am the 


« firſt officer in the Company's ſervice who has ſuffered in his 
c property by an independent command.” 

XX VII. That, in about two months atter the {aid priſoners had 
continued in irons in the manner aforeſaid, the officer on gaard, in 
a letter of the 18th May, did repreſent to the reſident as follows: 
* The priſoners, Baher and Jewar Ali Than, who ſeem to be 
« very ſickly, have requeſted their irons might bs taken off for a 
« few days, that they might take medicine, and walk about the gar- 
«« den of the place where they are conlined. Now, as I am ſure 
d they will be equally ſecure without their irons as with them, I think 
« jt my duty to inform you of this requeſt : I detire to know your 
« pleaſure concerning it.” To which letter the ſaid officer did 
receive a direct refuſal, dated 22d May, 1782, in the following 
words :—** I am forry it is not in my power to comply with your 
% propoſal of eaſing the priſoners for a ſew days of their fetters. 
„% Much as my humanity may be touched by their ſufferings, I 
« ſhould think it inexpedient to afford them any alleviation, while 
« they perſiſt in a breach of their contract with me: and indeed, 


* no indulgence can be ſhewn them without the authority of the 
5 ; ” "Y INabob, 
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«© Nabob, who, inſtead of conſenting to moderate the rigours of 
«« their fituation, would be moſt willing to multiply them.” En- 
deavouring to join the Nabob, whom he well knew to be relactant 
in the whole proceeding, as a party in the cruelties, by which, 
through the medium of her ſervants, it was intended to coerce his 
mother. 

XXXVIII. That the ſaid refident, in a few days after, that is to 
ſay, on the 1| June, 1782, in a letter to Major Gilpin, in command 
at Fyzabad, did order the account, as by himſelf tated, to be read to 
the priſoners ; and, without any taking notice of their propoſal con- 
cerning the valuation of the effects, or their denial of the offences 
imputed to them, to demand a politive anſwer relative to the pay- 
ment; and“ upon receiving from them a negative or unſatisfac- 
« tory reply, to inform them that all further negociation being at 
« an end, they mult prepare for their removal to Lucknow, where 
« they would be called upon to anſwer, not only their recent 
ce breach of faith and ſolemn engagement, but alſo to atone for 
other heavy offences; the puniſhment of which, as had frequently 
te been ſignified to them, it was in their power to have mitigated, 
* by a proper acquittal of themſelves in this tranſaction.“ By 
which intinuations, concerning the pretended offences of the ſaid 
unhappy perſons, and the manner by which they were to atone for 
the ſame, and by their never having been ſpecifically and directly 
made, it doth appear, that the ſaid crimes and offences were charged 
for the purpoſe of extorting money, and not upon principles or for 
the ends of juſtice. 

XXXIX. That after ſome ineffectual negociations to make the 
priſoners pay the money, which it does not appear to have been in 
their power to pay, they were again threatened by the reſident, in 
a letter to Major Gilpin, dated the gth June 1782, in the follow- 
ing terms :—** I wiſh you to explain once more to the priſoners, 
the imprudence and folly of their conduct, in forcing me to a 
% meaſure which muſt be attended with conſequences fo very ſeri- 
* qousto them; and that, when once they are removed to Lucknow, 
it will not be in my power to ſhew them mercy, or to ſtand be- 


* tween them and the vengeance of the Nabob. Adviſe them to 


« refle& ſeriouſly upon the unhappy ſituation in which they will 
be involved in one cafe, and the relief it will be in my power to 
« procure them in the other; and let them make their option.“ 

XL. That he, the ſaid reſident, did alſo, at the ſame time, re- 
ceive a letter from the Princeſs mother, which letter does not ap- 
pear, but to which only the following inſolent return was made; 
that is to ſay, ** The letter from the Bhow Begum is no ways ſatiſ- 
factory, and I cannot think of returning an anſwer to it. Indeed 
© all correſpondence between the Begum and me has long been 
„ ſtopped; and I requeſt you will be pleaſed to inform her, that I. 
by no means with to reſume it, or to maintain any friendly in- 
tercourſe with her, until the has made good my claim upon her 
for the balance due.” 

XLI. That in conſequence of theſe threats, and to prevent a 
ſeparation of the miniſters from their miſtreſſes, ſeveral plans for the 
payment of the balance were offered, both by the mother of the 
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| Nabob, and the priſoners, to which no other objection appears to 


have been made, than the length of time required by the parties to 
Ciſcharge the comparatively ſmall remainder of the extorted bond; 


the officer on command declaring, that, conformable to his in- 


ſtructions, he could not receive the ſame. 
XLII. That the priſoners were actually removed from the city of 


their reſidence to the city of Lucknow, where they arrived on the 


24th of June 1782, and were, on the next day, threatened with 
ſeverities, “ to make them diſcover where the balance might be 
% procurable.” And on the 28th, it ſhould ſeem, that the ſeveri- 


tie, for the purpoſe aforeſaid, were inflicted, at leaſt upon one of 


them; for the aſſiſtant reſident, Johnſon, did, on that day, write 
to Captain Waugh, the officer commanding the guard, the letter 
following, full of diſgrace to the honour, juſtice, and humanity of 
the Britiſh nation. 


ec Sir, 


XLIII. The Nabob having determined to i»: corporal puniſp- 
* ment upon the priſoners under your guard, this is to deſire, that 
«© his officers, when they ſhall come, may have free acceſs to the 
«« priſoners, and be permitted to do with them as they ſhall fee proper, 
* only taking Care, that they leave them always under your 
<< charge.” | 

XLIV. That the faid Richard Johnſon did, further to terrify 
the priſoners, and to extort by all ways the remainder of the ſaid 
unjuſt, oppreſſive, and rapacious demand, threaten to remove them 
out of the Nabob's dominions into the caſtle of Churnagur, in or- 
der for ever to ſeparate them from their principals, and deprive 
both of their reciprocal protection and ſervices ; and did order a 
further guard to be put on the palace of the grandmother of the 
Nabob, an ally of the company, and to prevent the entrance of the 
proviſions to her (which order relative to the guard only was exe- 
cuted) and did uſe ſundry unworthy and inſulting menaces, both 
with regard to herſelf and to her principal miniſters. 

XLV. That a propoſal was ſoon after made by the ſaid Princeſs 
and her daughter-in-law, praying that their miniſters aforeſaid 
ſhould be returned to Fyzabad, and offering to raiſe a ſum of 
money on that condition ; as alſo that they would remove from one 
of their palaces, whilſt the Engliſh were to be permitted to ſearch 
the other. But the aſſiſtant reſident Johnſon did, inſtead of a com- 
pliance with the former of theſe propoſitions, ſend the following 
orders, dated 23d July 1782, to the officer commanding the guard 
on the miniſters aforeſaid : “ Some violent demands having been 
made for the releaſe of the prifoners, it is neceſſary that every 
*< poſſible precaution be taken for their ſecurity ; you will there- 


. *© fore be pleaſed to be very ſtrict in guarding them; and I here- 


«« with ſend another pair of fetters to be added 10 thoſe now upon the 
«« priſoners.” And in anſwer to the ſecond propoſition, the ſaid 
rehdent did reply in the following terms: * The propoſal of eva- 
„ cuating one palace, that it may be ſearched, and then evacuat- 
« ing the next, upon the ſame principle, is apparently fair; but 
; Fen «c it 
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ce jt is well known in the firſt place, that ſuch bricked up, or 
r otherwiſe hidden treaſure, is not to be hit upon in a day, with- 
* out a guide. I have therefore informed the Nabob of this pro- 
«« poſal, and if the matter is to be reduced to a ſearch, he will go 
«« himſelf with ſuch people as he may poſſeſs, for information, 
«« together with the priſoners; and when in poſſeſſion of the ground, 
«© by puniſhing the priſoners, or by ſuch other means as he may find 
«« moſt effettual to forward a ſucceſsful ſearch upon the ſpot, he will 
«« avail himſelf of the propoſal made by the Bhow Begum.” 
XLVI. That, dels” Sams the Nabob's known and avowed 
reluctance to lend himſelf to the perpetration of the oppreſſive and 
iniquitous proceedings of the repreſentative of the Britiſh govern- 
ment, the ſcandalous plan aforeſaid was not carried into execution 
and all the rigours practiſed upon the chief miniſters of the ladies 
aforeſaid at Lucknow, being found ineffectual, and the Princeſs 
mother having declared herſelf ready to deliver up every thing valu- 
able in her poſſeſſion, which Baher Ally Khan, one of her confiden- 
tial miniſters aforeſaid, only could come at, the ſaid change of pri- 
ſon was agreed to :—but not until the Nabob's mother aforeſaid, 
had engaged to pay, for the ſaid change of priſon, a ſum of ten 
thouſand pounds (one half of which was paid on the return of the 
Eunuchs) and that ** ſhe would ranſack the Zenana (women's 
« apartments) for Kincobs, muſlias, cloaths, &c. &c. &c. and 
e that ſhe would even allow a deduction from the annual allow- 
* ance, made to her for her ſubſiſtence in lieu of her jaghire.?” 
XLVII. That ſoon after the return of the aforeſaid miniſters to 
the place of their impriſonment at Fyzabad, bonds for the five 
thouſand pounds aforeſaid, and goods, eſtimated, according to the 
valuation of a merchant appointed to value the ſame, at the ſum of 
forty thouſand pounds, even allowing them to ſell greatly under 
their value, were delivered to the commanding officer at Fyzabad ; 
and the ſaid commanding officer did promiſe to the Begum to viſit 
Lucknow with ſuch propoſals as he hoped would ſecure the /mall 
balance of fifteen thouſand pounds remaining of the unjuſt exaction 
aforeſaid. But the ſaid reſident Middleton did, in his letter of the 
17th of the ſaid month, poſitively refuſe to liſten to any terms, 
before the final diſcharge of the whole of the demand; and did 
politively forbid the commanding officer to come to Lucknow to 
make the propoſal aforeſaid, in the terms following: “ As it is not 
«« poſſible to liſten to any terms from the Begums, before the final 
«*« diſcharge of their conditional agreement for fifty- ſive lacks, your 
coming here upon ſuch an agency can only be lo/5 of time in com- 
* pleting the recovery of the balance of 6,55,000; for which your 
* regiment was ſent to Fyzabad, I muſt therefore deſire you will 
© leave xo efforts, gentle or harſh, unattempted, to complete this, 
* before you move from Fyzabad; and I am very anxious that 
* this ſhould be as ſoon as poſſible, as I want to employ your regi- 
ment upon other emergent ſervice, now ſuffering by every delay.” 
XLVIII. That the goods aforeſaid were ſent to Lucknow, and 
diſpoſed of in a manner unknown; and the harſh and oppreſſive 
meaſures aforeſaid being ſtill continued, the Begum did, about the 
middle of October 1782, cauſe to be repreſented to the ſaid Mid- 
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dleton as follows : That her fituation was truly pitiable ; her eſ- 
<c tate ſequeſtered ; her treaſury ranſacked ; her Cojahs priſoners ; 
«© and her ſervants deſerting daily from want of ſubſiſtence. That 
** ſhe had ſolicited the loan of money, to fatisfy the demands of 


** the company, from every perſon that ſhe imagined would or 


could aſſiſt her with any; but that the opulent would not liſten 
to her adverſity.— She had hoped that the wardrobe ſent to Luck- 


now might have ſold for at leaſt one half of the Company's de- 


mands on her; but even jewellery and goods, ſhe finds from 
woeful experience, loſe their value the moment it is known they 
come from her. That ſhe had now ſolicited the loan of caſh 
„from Almas Ally Cawn, and if ſhe failed in that application, 
** ſhe had no hopes of ever borrowing a ſum equal to the demand.” 
An hope not likely to be realized, as the ſaid Almas Ali was then 
engaged for a ſum of money to be raiſed for the company's uſe on 
the ſecurity of their confiſcated lands; the reſtoration of which 
could form the only apparent ſecurity for a loan. 

XLIX. That this remonſtrance produced no effect on the mind 
of the aforeſaid reſident ; who being about this time removed from 


his reſidency, did, in a letter to his ſucceſſor Mr. Briſtow, dated 


23d October 1782, in effect recommend a perſeverance in the cruel 
and oppreſlive reſtraints aforeſaid, as a certain means of recovering 
the remainder of the extorted bond ; and that the lands with which 
the Princeſſes aforeſaid had been endowed, ſhould not be reſtored 
to them. 

L. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was duly apprized of all the 
material circumſtances in the unjuſt proceedings aforeſaid ; but did 
nothing to ſtop the courſe they were in, or to prevent, relieve, or 
mitigate the ſufferings of the parties affectedeby them; on the con- 
trary, he did, in his letter of the 25th of January 1782, to the 
reſident Middleton, declare that the Nabob having conſented to 
the reſumption of the Jaghires held by the Begums, and to the 
«« confiſcation of their treaſures, and thereby involved my own 
% name and the credit of the company in a participation of both 
e meaſures, I have a right to reguire and infift on the complete exe- 
% cuticn of them; and I look to you for their execution, declaring, 
«© that I ſhall hold you accountable for it.” And it appears, that 
he did write to the Nabeb a letter in the ſame peremptory manner; 
but the ſaid letter has been ſuppreſſed. 

LI. That he the ſaid Haſtings further did manifeſt the concern 
he took in, and the encouragement which he gave to the proceed- 
ings aforeſaid, by conferring honour and diſtinctions upon the Mi— 
niſters of the Nabob, whom he, the Nabob, did conſider as hav- 
ing in the ſaid proceedings diſobeyed him and betrayed him, and 
as inftruments in the diſlionour of his family, and the uſurpation of 
his authority, —'That the ſaid miniſters did make addreſſes to the 
faid Haſtings for that purpoſe (which addreſſes the ſaid Haltings 
had ſuppreſſed); and the reſident Middleton did, with his letter of 
the 11th of February 1782, tranſmit the ſame ; and did, in the ſaid 
letter, acquaiat the ſaid Haſtings, ** that the miniſters of the Na- 
* bob had incurred much odium on account of their participation 
& in his meaſures, and that they were not only conſidered by the 
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«« party of the diſpoſſeſſed Jaghiredars, and the mother and uncle of 
*«. the Nabob, but by the Nabeb himſelf, as the dependents of the 
& Engliſh government, which they certainly are; and it is by its de- 
ce clared and moſt obvious ſupport alone that they can maintain the 
authority and influence which is indiſpenſibly neceſſary.” And 
the ſaid Middleton did therefore recommend, ** that they ſhould be 
„ honoured with ſome teſtimony of his (the ſaid Haſtings's) ap- 
«« probation and favour.” And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
ſend kellauts or robes of honour (the moſt public and diſting utſhed 
mode of acknowledging merit known in India) to the faid miniſters, 
in teſtimony of his approbation of their late ſervices. 

LI. That the ſaid Haſtings did not only give the aforeſaid pub- 
lic encouragement to the miniſters of the Nabob to betray and inſult 
their maſter and his family, in the manner aforeſaid, but when the 
{aid Nabob did write ſeveral letters to him, the ſaid Haſtings, ex- 
preſſive of his diſlike of being uſed as an inſtrument in the diſ- 
honourable acts aforeſaid, and refuſing to be further concerned 
therein, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did not only ſuppreſs and 
hide the ſaid letters from the view of the Court of Directors; 
but in his inſtructions to the reſident Briſtow, did attribute them 
to Hyder Beg Khan, miniſter to the Navob (whom in other re— 
ſpects he did before and ever ſince ſupport againſt his maſter) and 
did expreſs himſelf with great ſcorn and contempt of the ſaid 
Nabob, and with much aſperity againſt the ſaid miniſters; affirm- 
ing, in proud and inſolent terms, that he had, “ by an abuſe of 
* his influence over the Nabob, he, the Nabob himſelf, being 
© (as he ever muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon) a mere cypher in his, 
« (the ſaid miniſter's) dared to make him (the Nabob) ume a very 
© wnbecoming tone of refuſal, reproach, and reſentment, in oppo- 
„ fition to meaſures recommended by ME, and even to as done by 
« MY authority ;“ the ſaid Haſtings, in the inſtruction aforeſaid, 
particularizing the reſumption of the Jaghires, and the confiſcation 
of the treaſures that had been ſo long ſuffered to remain in the 
hands of his (the Nabob's) mother. But the letters of the Nabob, 
which in the 1aid inſtructions he refers to, as containing an oppo- 
1:10n to the meaſures recommended by him, and which he ailerts 
was conveyed in a very wo an, tone of refuſal, reproach, and 
reſentment, he the ſaid Haſtings hath criminally withheld from the 
Company, contrary to their orders, and to his duty ; and the 
more, as the ſaid letters muſt tend to ſhew in what manner the ſaid 
Nabob did feel the indignities offered to his mother, and the man- 
ner in which the ſaid miniſters, notwithſtanding their known depen- 
dence on the Engliſh Government, did expreſs their ſenſe of the 
part which their ſovereign was compelled to act in the ſaid diſ- 
graceful meaſures, And in further inſtructions to him the ſaid 
new relident, he did declare his approbation of the evil acts afore- 
faid, as well as his reſolution of compelling the Nabob to thoſe 
rigorous proceedings againſt his parent, from which he had long 
ſhewn himſelf fo very averſe, in the following words:“ The feve- 
** rities which have been increaſed towards the Begums were molt 
juſtly merited, by the advantage which they took of the troubles 
in which I was perſonally involved laſt year, to create a rebellion 
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in the Nabob's government, and to complete the ruin which 
„ they thought was impeding on ours.” If it is the Nabob's 
„ deſire to forget and to forgive their paſt offences, I have no ob- 
[ * jection to his allowing them, in penſion, the nominal amount of 
|. 4% their Jaghires ; but if he ſhall ever oer to reſtore their Jaghires 
* to them, or to give them any property in land, after the warn- 
«© ing which they have given him by the dangerous abuſe which 
«© they formerly made of his indulgence, you muſt remonſtrate in 
<< the ſtrongeſt terms againſt it; you muſt not permit ſuch an event 
| « to take place, until this government ſhall have received informa- 
| < tion of it, and ſhall have time to interpoſe its influence for the 
prevention of it.” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who did, in 
| the manner aforeſaid, poſitively refuſe to admit the Nabob to re- 
| ſore to his mother and grandmother any part of their landed 
eſtates for their maintenance, did well know that the revenues of 
the ſaid Nabob were at that time fo far applied to the demands of 
the Company (by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, aggravated be- 
yond the whole of what they did produce) or were otherwiſe fo 
far applied to the purpoſes. of ſeveral of the ſervants of the Com- | 
pany and others, the dependents of him the ſaid Haſtings, that | 
none of the penſions or allowances aſſigned by the ſaid Nabob, in | 
lieu of the eſtates confiſcated, were paid, or were likely to be dil. 
charged with that punctuality which was neceſſary even to the ſcanty 
ſubſiſtence of the perſuns, to which they were in name and appear- 
ance —_ For, 

LIII. That fo early as the 6th of March, 1782, Captain Leo- 
nard Jaques, who commanded the ſorces on duty for the purpoſe 
of diſtreſſing the ſeveral women in the palaces at Fyzabad, did com- 
plain to the reſident, Richard Johnſon, in the following words: 
„The women belonging to the Khord Mohul (or leſſer palace) wh 
«© complain of their being in want of every neceſſary of life, and 
« are at laſt driven to that deſperation, that they at night get on 
„ e the top of the Zenanah, make a great diſturbance, and laſt 
i «« night, not only alarmed the ſentinels poſted in the gafden, but 
| * threw dirt at them; they threaten to throw themſelves from the Þ hi 

<« walls of the Zenanah, and alſo to break out of it, Humanity te 
obliges me to acquaint you of this matter, and to requeſt to I th 
5 know, if you have any directions to give me concerning it. I © wi 
«« alſo beg leave to acquaint you, I ſent for Letafit Ally Khan, the Bor 
„ cojah, who has the charge of them, and who informs me it is | foi 
% well grounded, that they have hold every thing they had, even te WM: 

« the cloaths from their backs, and now have no means of ſub- ſan 
if «« ffting.” the 
| LIV. That the diſtreſſes of the ſaid women grew ſo urgent on not 
the night of the ſaid 6th of March, the day when the letter above per 
recited was written, that Captain Leonard Jaques aforeſaid did Gre 
thiak it neceſſary to write again, on the day following, to the Fanc 
Britiſh reſident, in the following words: * I beg leave to addreſs I beſſ 
«© you again concerning the women in the Khord Mohul, (the Net 
«© lefler palace). Their behaviour laſt night was ſo furious, that Fen 
Ac there ſeemed the greateſt probability of their proceeding to the “t 
* uttermoſt extremities, and that they Would either throw themſelves “I 
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«© from the walls, or force open the deors of the Zananah. I have 
made every enquiry concerning the cauſe of their complaints, 
« and find from Lattafit Ally Khan, that they are in a farving 
« condition, having ſold all their cloaths and neceſſaries, and now 
« have not wherewithal to ſupport nature; and as my inſtructions 
« are quite ſilent on this head, I ſhould bu glad to know how to 
proceed, in caſe they were to force the doors of the Zenanah, as 
« ] ſuſpect it will happen, ſhould no ſubſiſtence be very quickly 
« ſent to them.” 

LV. That in conſequence of theſe repreſentations, it appears, 
that the ſaid reſident, Richard Johnſon, did promiſe, that an ap- 
plication ſhould be made to certain of the ſervants of the Nabob 
Vizier, to provide for their ſubſiſtence. 

LVI. That Captain Jaques being relieved from the duty of im- 
priſoning the women of Sujah ul Dowla, the late ſovereign of 
Oude, an ally of the company, who dwelt in the faid lefler palace, 
and Major Gilpin being appointed to ſucceed, the ſame malicious 
deſign of deſtroying the ſaid women, or the ſame ſcandalous neglect 
of their preſervation and ſubſiſtence, did till continue; and Major 
Gilpin found it neceſſary to apply to the new reſident Briſtow, in a 
letter of the zoth of October, 1782, as follows: 

LVII. “ Sir, laſt night about 8 o'clock, the women in the Khord 
«© Mohul [leſſer palace] or Zenanah, [women's apartment] under 
„the charge of Latafut Ally Khan, aſſembled on the tops of the 
buildings, crying in a moſt lamentable manner for food, that for the 
« laſt four days, they had got but a very ſcanty allowance, and that 
« pefterday they had got none. 

LVIII. “ The melancholy cries of famine, are more eaſily imagined 
6 than deſcribed ; and from their repreſentation, I fear the Nabob's 
agents for that buſineſs are very inattentive ; I therefore think 
« jt requiſite to make you acquainted with the circumſtance, that 
*© his excellency the Nabob may cauſe his agents to be more cir- 
© cumſpeCt in their conduct towards theſe poor unhappy women.“ 

LIX. That although the reſident Briſtow did not then think 
himſelf authorized to remove the guard, he did apply to the miniſ- 
ter of the Nabob, who did promiſe ſome relief to the women of 
the late Nabob, confined in the leſſer palace; but apprehending, 
with reaſon, that the miniſter aforeſaid might not be more ready 
or active, in making the neceſſary proviſion for them, than on 
former occaſions, he did render himſelf perſonally reſponſible to 
Major Gilpin, for the repayg.ent of any ſum equal to one thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling, which he might procure for the ſubſiſtence of 
the ſufferers. But whatever relief was given (the amount thereof 
not appearing) the ſame was ſoon exhauſted ; and the number of 
perſons to be maintained in the ſaid leſſer palace being eight hun- 
dred women, the women of the late ſovereign, Sujah ul Dowla, 
and ſeveral of the younger children of the ſaid ſovereign prince, 
beſides their attendants, Major Gilpin was obliged, on the fifteenth 
of November following, again to addreſs the reſident, by a repre- 
ſentation of this tenor: „Sir, the repeated cries of the women in 
„the Khord Mohul Zenanah for ſubſiſtence has been truly me- 
* l.ngholy.” | 
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LX. Dey beg moſt piteouſſy for liberty, that they may earn their 
* daily vread by laborious ſervitude, or to be relieved from their miſery 
* by immediate death.“ 

LXI. In conſequence of their unhappy ſituation, I have this 
% day taken the liberty of drawing on you, in favour of Ramna. 
“ rjan, at ten days fight, for twenty ſon kerah rupees, ten thouſand 
c of which J have paid to Cojah Latafut Ally Khan, under whoſe 
© charge that Zenanah is.“ - 

LXII. That, notwithſtanding all the promiſes and reiterated 
engagements of the miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, the ladies of the 
palace aforeſaid fell again into extreme diſtreſs ; and the reſident 
did again complain to the ſaid miniſter, who was conſidered to be, 
and really and ſubſtantially was, the miniſter of the Governor Ge. 
neral Warren Haſtings aforeſaid, and not of the Nabob (the ſaid 
Nabob being, according to the ſaid Haſtings's own account, 
a cypher in his [the ſaid miniſter's] hands),” that the funds 
allowed for their ſubſiſtence, were not applied to their ſupport. 
But notwithſtanding all theſe repeated complaints and remonſtrances, 
and the conſtant promite of amendment on the part of his, the 
ſaid Haſtings's miniſter, the ſupply was not more plentiful or more 
regular than before. 

LXIII. That the faid refident Briſtow, finding by experience the 
inefficacy of the courſes which had been purſued, with regard to 
the mother and grandmother of the reigning Prince of Oude; and, 
having received a report from Major Gilpin, informing him, that 
all which could be done by force, had been done; and that the 
only hope which remained, for realizing the remainder of the 
money unjuſtly exacted as aforeſaid, lay in more lenient methods; 
he, the ſaid reſident, did, of his own authority, order the removal 
of the guard from the palaces, the troops being long and much 
wanted for the defence of the frontier, and other material ſervices; 
and did releaſe the ſaid miniſters of the ſaid women of rank, who 
had been confined and put in irons, and variouſly diſtreſſed and 
perſecuted, as afore-recited, for near twelve months, 

LXIV. That the manner in which the taid inhuman acts of ra- 
pacity and violence were felt, both by the women of high rank 
concerned, and by all the people, ſtrongly appears in the joy ex- 
preſſed on their releaſe, which took place on the 5th of December, 
1782; and is ſtated, in two letters of that date from Major Gilpin 
to the reſident, in the words following: 5 

LXV. I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
*« 2d inftant, and in conſequence immediately enlarged the pri- 
„ ſoners Behar Ally Khan and Jewar Ally Khan, from their con- 
4 finement ; a circumſtance that gave the Begums, and the city of 
«© Fyzabad in general, the greateſt ſatisfaction. 

LXVI. In tears of joy Behar and Jewar Ally Khan expreſſed 
« their ſincere acknowledgments to the Governor General, his 
«+ Excellency the Nabob Vizier, and to you, Sir, for reſtoring 
«* them to that invaluable bleſſing, liberty, for which they would 
« ever retain the moi grateful remembrance ; and at their requeſt 


&« I tranſmit you ihe encloſed letters. 
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LXVII. I wiſh you had been preſent at the enlargement of the 
«« priſoners. The quivering lips, with the tears of joy ſtealing 
« down the poor men's cheeks, was a ſcene truly affecting. 

LXVIII. If the prayers of theſe poor men will avail, you will, 
at the LAST TRUMP! be tranſlated to the happieſt regions in 
« heaven.“ | 
LXIX. That the reſident Briſtow, knowing how acceptable the 
ſaid proceeding would be to all the people of Oude, and the 
1 independent countries, did generouſly and politically 
(though not truly) in his letter to the Princeſs Mother, attribute 
the ſaid relief given to herſelf, and the releaſe of her Miniſters, to 
the humanity of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, agreeably to whoſe 
orders he pretended to act; aſſerting, that he the ſaid Haſtings 
« was the ſpring from whenge ſhe was reſtored to her dignity and 
« conſequence.” And the account of the proceedings aforeſaid 
were regularly tranſmitted to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the zoth 
of December, 1782, with the reaſons and motives thereto, and a 
copy of the report of the officer concerning the inutility of further 
force, attended with ſundry documents concerning the famiſhing 
and other treatment of the women and children of the late ſove- 
reign ; but the ſame appear to have made no proper impreflion on 
the mind of the ſaid Warren Haſtings; for no anſwer whatſoever 
was given to the ſaid letter until the 3d of March, 1753, when the 
{aid Haſtings, writing in his own character and that of the Council, 
did entirely paſs by all the circumſtances before recited, but did 
give directions for the renewal of meaſures of the like nature and 
tendency with thoſe which (for ſeveral of the laſt months at leaſt of 
the ſaid proceeding) had been employed with ſo little advantage to 
the intereſt, and with ſo much injury to the reputation of the Com- 
pany, his maſters, in whoſe name he acted; expreſſing himſelf in the 
{aid letter of the 3d of March, 1783, as follows: We defire you 
*« will inform us what means have been taken for recovering the 
© balance [the pretended balance of the extorted money] due 
« from the Begums [Princefles] at Fyzabad; and, if neceſſary, 
« you muſt recommend it to the Vizier to enforce the moſt effetual 
© means for that purpoſe.” And the reſident did, in his aniwer to 
the Board dated 3iſt March, 1783, on this peremptory order, 
again detail the particulars aforeſaid to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
referrring him to his former correſpondence, ſtating the utter im- 
poſſibility of proceeding further by force, and mentioning certain 
other diſgraceful and oppreſſive circumſtances ; and in particular, 
That the Company did not, in plundering the mother of the 
reigning Prince of her wearing apparel and beaſts of carriage, re- 
ceive a value in the leaſt equal to the loſs ſhe ſuffered ; the elephants 
having no buyer but the Nabob, and the clothes, which had laſt 
been delivered to Middleton at a valuation of thirty thouſand 
pounds, were ſo damaged by ill keeping, in warehouſes, that 
they could not be fold, even for fix months credit, at much more 
than about eight thouſand pounds, by which a loſs in a ſingle article 
was incurred of twenty-two thouſand pounds out of the tifty, for 
the recovery of which (ſuppoſing it had been a juſt debt) ſuch 
rigorous means had been — after having actually re- 


ceived 


ceived _ of five hundred thouſand pounds, 1n value to the 
Company; and extorted much more, in loſs to the ſuffering in- 
dividuals. And the ſaid Briſtow being well acquainted with the 
unmerciful temper of the ſaid Haitings, in order to leave no means 
untried to appeaſe him, not contented with the letter to the Go- 
vernor General and Council, did on the ſame day write another 
letter to him particularly, in which he did urge ſeveral arguments, 
the neceſſity of uſing of which to the (aid Hallings did reflect great 
diſhonour on this nation, and on the Chriſtian religion therein pro- 
feſſed; viz. That he had experienced great embarraſſment in 
treating with her (che mother of the reigning Prince] for, as 
<* the mother of the Vizier, the people look up to her with reſpect; 
* and any hard meaſures practiſed againſt women of her high rank, 
« create diſcontent, and affect our nacional character.“ And the 
ſaid reſident, after condemning very unjuſtly her conduct, added, 
Still ſhe is the mother of the Prince of the country, and the re- 
* ligious prejudices of {men prevail too ſtrongly in their minds 
«« to forget her ſituation.“ 

LXX. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not make any anſwer 
to the ſaid letter, But the mother of the Prince aforeſaid, as well 
as the mother of his father, being, in conſequence of his, the ſaid 
Haſtings's directions, inceſſantly and rudely preſſed by their de- 
ſcendant, in the name of the Company, to pay to the laſt farthing 
of the demand, they did both poſitively refuſe to pay any part of 
the pretended balances aforeſaid, until their landed eftates were re- 
ſtored to them; on the ſecurity of which alone, they alledged them- 
felves to be in a condition to borrow any money, or even to provide 
for the ſubſiſtence of themſelves and their numerous dependants, 
And, in order to put ſome end to theſe differences, the Vizier did 
himſelf, about the beginning of Augult 1783, go to Fyzabad, and 
did hold divers conferences with his parents, and did conſent and 
engage to reſtore to them their landed eſtates aforefaid ; and did 
iſſue an order that they ſhould be reſtored accordingly : But his 
Miniſter aforeſaid, having before his eyes the peremptory orders of 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did perfuade his maſter to diſhonour 
himſelf, in breaking his faith and engagement with his mother and 
the mother of his father, by firſt evading the execution, and after- 
wards totally revoking his ſaid public and ſolemn act, on pretence 
that he had agreed to the grant from ſhame, being in their pre- 
«« ſence [the prefence of his mother and grandmother] and that it 
ce was unavoidable at the time; —the ſa:d Miniſter declaring to 
him, that it would be ſufficient if he allowed them“ money for 
ec their neceſſary expences, and that would be doing enough.” 

LXXI. That the faith given for the reſtoration of their landed 
eſtates being thus violated, and the money for neceſſary expences 
being as ul ſupplied as before, the women and children of the late 
ſovereign, father of the reigning prince, continued expoſed to fre- 
quent want of the common neceſſaries of life; and being ſorely 
preſſed by famine, they were compelled to break through all the 
principles of local decorum and reſerve, which conſtitute the dignity 
of the female ſex in that part of the world; and after great clamour 


and violent attempts, for one whole day, to break the incloſure of 
the 


hays 
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the palace, and to force their way into the public market, in order 
to move the compaſlion of the people, and to beg their bread ; and 
they did, on the next day actually proceed to the extremity of ex- 

oling themſelves to public view—an extremity, implying the low- 
eſt tate of diſgrace and degradation; to avoid which many women 
in India have laid violent hands upon themſelves—and they did 
proceed to the public- market-place, with the ſtarving children of 
the late ſovereign, and the brothers and ſiſters of the reiguing 
prince ;—a minute account of the tranſaction aforeſaid was written 
to the Britiſh reſident at Lucknow, by the perſon appointed to con- 
vey intelligence to him from Fyzabad, in the following particulars, 
highly diſgraceful to the honour, juſtice and humanity of this 
nation. 

LXXII. “ The ladies, their attendants and ſervants, were ſtill as 
* clamorous as laſt night, Letafut, the Daroga, went to them, and 
© remonſtrated with them on the impropriety of their conduct, at 
* the ſame time aſſuring them, that in a few days all their ailows 
„ ances would be paid; and, ſhould not that be the cafe, he 
% would advance them ten days ſubſiſtence, upon condition that 
* they returned to their habitation, None of them, however, 
* conſented to his propoſals; but were ſtill intent upon making 
their eſcape through the Bazar (market-place) and in conſequence 
formed themſelyes into a line, and arranging themitelves in the 
following order: the children in the front; behind them the 
ladies of the ſeraglio; and behind them again their attendants : 
But their intentions were fruſtrated by the oppoſition which they 
«© met from Letafut's Sepoys. 

LXXIII. The next day Letafut went twice to the women, and 
© uſed his endeavours to make them return into the Zenanah, pro- 
* miling to advance them 10,000 rupees; which, upon the money 
being paid down, they agreed to comply with; but night com- 
ing on, nothing tranſpired, 

LXXIV. On the day following, their clamours were more vio- 
ent than uſual. Letafut went to confer with them upon the buſineſs 
** of yelterday, offering the ſame terms. Depending upon the fide- 
** lity of his promites, they conſented to return to their aprtments; 
* which they accordingly did except two or three of the ladies, 
© and molt of their attendants. Letafut then went to ilofſmund 
% Ally Cawn, to conſult with him upon what means they hould 
* take. They came to a reſolution of driving them in by force 
and gave orders to their Sepoys to beat any one of the women 
* who ſhould attempt to move forward. The Sepoys cuniequent- 
ly aſſembled ; and each on being provided with a blud;;eon, they 
* drove them by dint of beating into the Zenanah. The women, 
*« ſeeing the treachery of the Letafut, proceeded to throw ſtones 
and bricks at the Sepoys, and again attempted to get out; but 
e finding that impoſſible, from the gates being ſhut, they kept up 
* a continual diſcharge of itones and bricks till about ten; when, 
** finding their ſituation deſpera:e, they retire into the Kung Mo- 
* hul, and forced their way from thence into the palace, and diſ- 
“ perſed themſelves about the houſe and garden; after this they 
were defirous of getting into the Begum's apartment, but ſhe 
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being apprized of their intention, ordered her doors to be ſhut. 
In the mean time, Letafut and Huſhmund Ally Cawn poſted 
ſentries to ſecure the gates of the leſſer Mahal. During the 
whole of this conflict, all the ladies, and women remained expoſed 
to the view of the Sepoys. The Begum then ſent for Letafut 
and Huſhmund Ally Cawn, whom ſhe ſeverely reprimanded, and 
inſiſted upon knowing the cauſes of this, infamous behaviour, 
They pleaded in their defence the impoſſibility of helping it, as 
the treatment the women had met with had been conformable to 
his Excellency the Vizier's orders. The Begum alledged, that 
even admitting that the Nahob had given thoſe orders, they 
were by no means authorized in this manner to diſgrace the fa. 
mily of Shuja Dowla ; and ſhould they not receive their allow. 
ance for a day or two, it could be of no great moment: what 
was paſſed was now at an end, but that the Vizier ſhould cer- 
tainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair, and that what. 
ever he deſired ſhe ſhould implicitly comply with. The Begum 
then ſent for five of the children who were wounded in the af- 
fray of laſt night, and after endeavouring to ſooth them, ſhe 
ſent again for Letafut and Huſhmund Ally Cawn, and in the 
preſence of the children expreſſed her diſapprobation of their 
conduct, and the improbability of Aſuf ul Dowla's ſuffering the 
Ladies and Children of Shuja Dowla to be diſgraced by being 
expoſed to the view of the rabble. Upon which Letafut pro- 
duced the letter from the Nabob, at the ſame time repreſenting 
that he was amenable only to the orders of his Excellency, and 
that whatever he ordered it was his duty to obey ; and that had 
the ladies thought proper to have retired into their apartments 


- quietly, he would not have uſed the means he had taken to com- 


pel them. The Begum again obſerved, that what had happened 
was now over. She then gave the children 490 Rupees, and 
diſmiſſed them, and ſent word by Jumrud and the other eunuchs, 
that if the ladies would peaceably retire to their apartments, 
Latafut would ſupply them with 3 or 4,000 Rupees, for their 
perſonal expences, and recommended to them not to incur any 
further diſgrace; and that if they did not think proper to act 
agreeable to her directions, they would do wrong. The ladies 
followed her advice, and about ten at night went back into the 
Zenanah. The next morning the Begum waited upon the mo- 
ther of Shuja Dowla, and related to her all the circumſtances 
of the diſturbances. The mother of Shuja Dowla returned for 
anſwer, that after there being no accounts kept of crores of re- 
venues, ſhe was not ſurprized that the family of Shuja Dowla, 
in their endeavours to procure a ſubſiſtence, ſhould be obliged 
to expoſe themſelves to the meaneſt of the people. After bewail- 


ing their misfortunes, and ſhedding many tears, the Begum took 
her leave and returned home.“ | 


That the ſaid affecting narrative, being ſent, with others of the 


ſame nature, on the 29th of pony 1784, to the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, he did not order any relie 


in conſequence thereof, or 


take any ſort of notice whatſoever of the ſaid intelligence, 
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LXXV. That the Court of Directors did expreſs ſtrong doubts 
of the propriety of ſeixing the eſtates aforeſaid, and did declare to 
him the ſaid Haſtings, „that the only conſolation they felt on the 
« occafion is, that the amount of thoſe Jaghires for 2which the com- 
« pany were guarantees, is to be paid through our reſident at the court 
« of the Vixier; and it very materially concerns the credit of your 
«© Governor, on no account to /uffer ſuch payments to be evaded.” 
But the ſaid Warren Haſtings did never make the arrangement ſup- 
poſed in the ſaid letter to be actually made, nor did he cauſe the 
relident to pay them the amount of their Jaghires, or to make any 
payment to them. 

And the ſaid Haſtings being expreſsly ordered by the Court of 
Directors to reſtore to them their eſtates, in caſe the charges made 
upon them ſhould not be found true; he, the ſaid Haſtings, did 
contumaciouſly and cruelly decline any compliance with the ſaid or- 
ders, until his journey to Lucknow, in 
when he did, as he ſays, ** conformably to the orders of the Court 
„ of Directors, and more to the inclination of the Nabob Vizier, 
* reſtore to them their Jaghires, but with the defalcation, accord- 
“ ing to his own account, of a lange portion of their reſpective 
* ſhares;” pretending, without the leaſt probability, that the ſaid 
defalcation was a' voluntary conceſſion on their part. But what 
he has left to them for their ſupport, or in what proportion to that 
which he has taken away, he has no where ſtated to the Court of 
DireQors, whoſe faith he has broken, and whoſe orders he has thus 
eluded, whilſt he pretended to yield /ome obedience to them. 

LXXVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having made a malici- 
ous, looſe, and ill ſupported charge, backed by certain unſatiſ- 
factory affidavits, as a ground for his ſeizing on the Jaghires and 
the treaſures of the Vizier's mother, ſolemnly guaranteed to them; 
the Court of Directors did, in their letter of the 14th of February 
1783, expreſs themſelves as follows concerning that meaſure ;— 
««< which the Governor General (he the ſaid Warren Haſtings) in 
* his letter to your Board the 23d of January 1782, has declared 
« be ftrenuouſly encouraged and ſupported; we hope and truſt for the 
* honour of the Britiſh nation, that the meaſure appeared fully 
* juſtified in the eyes of all Hindoſtan, The Governor General 
has informed us, that it can be well atteſted that the Begums 
(the mother and grandmother of the Nabob aforeſaid) principally 
e excited and ſupported the late commotions; and that they car- 
* ried their inveteracy to the Engliſh nation ſo far, as to aim at our 
* utter extirpation. — And the Court of DireQors did further de- 
clare as follows: That it no where appears from the papers at 
*« preſent in our poſſeſſion, that they (the mother and grandmother 
* of the Nabob of Oude) excited any commotions previous to the 
* impriſonment of Rajah Cheit Sing, and only armed themſelves 
in conſequence of that tranſaction; and as it is probable, that 
* ſuch a conduct proceeded from motives of ſelf-defence, under an 
* apprehenſion that they themſelves might likewiſe be laid under 
% unwarrantable contributions,” — And the ſaid Court of Directors, 
in giving their orders for the reſtoration of the Jaghires, or for the 
payment of an equivalent through the reſident, did give this m"_ 
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for the reſtoration of their eſtates as aforeſaid, on condition that it 
ſhould appear from enquiry, that they were not guilty of the prac. 
tices charged upon them by the ſaid Haſtings, Mr. Stables, one 
of the Council General, did, in execution of the {aid conditional 
order, propoſe an enquiry, leading to the aſcertainment of the con- 
dition, and did enter a minute as follows: “ That the Court of 
Directors, by their letters of the 14th of February 1783, ſeem 
cc not to be ſatisfied that the diſaffection of the Begr ms to this go- 
4 vernment is ſufficiently proved by the evidence before them; J 
< therefore think, that the late and prelent reſident, and com- 
% manding officer in the Vizier's country at the time, ſhould be 
& called on to collect what further iniormation they can on this 
« ſubje&, in which he honour and dignity of this government is 
* ſo materially concerned; and that ſuch information may be tranſ- 
© mitted to the Court of DireQors.*” And he did further propoſe 
heads and modes of enquiry, ſuitable to the doubts expreſſed by the 
Court of Directors. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who ought 
long before, on principles of natural juſtice, to have inſtituted a 
diligent enquiry in ſupport of his ſo improbable a charge, and was 
bound, even for his own honour, as well as for the fſatisfa&tion of 
the Court of Directors, to take a ftrong part in the ſaid enquiry, 
did ſet himſelf in oppoſition to the ſame, and did carry with him a 
majority of Council againſt the faid enquiry into the juſtice of the 
cauſe, or any propoſition for the relief of the ſufferers, aſſerting, 
c that the reaſons of the Court of Directors, if tranſmitted with 
© the orders for the enquiry, will prove in effect an order for col- 
te lecting evidence 70 the juſtificatien and acquittal of the Begums, and 
i nf for the inve/iigation of the truth of the charges wwhich hade been 
& preferred againſt tbem. That Mr. Stables did not propoſe, (as 
in the ſaid Haſtings's minute is groundleſsly ſuppoſed) that the 
reaſons of the Court of Directors ſhonld be tranſmitted with the or- 
ders for an enquiry. But the apprehenſion of the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, of the probable reſult of the enquiry propoſed, did ſtrongly 
indicate his ſenſe of his own guilt, and the innocence of the parties 
accuſed by him; and if, by his conſtruction, Mr. Stables's minute 
did indicate an enquiry merely for the juſtification of the parties by 
him accuſed, (which conſtruction the motion did not bear) it was 
no more than what the obvious rules of juſtice would well ſupport ; 
his own proceedings having been ex parte; he having employed Sir 
Elijah Impey to take affidavits againſt the women of high rank 
aforeſaid, not only without any enquiry made on their part, but 
without any communication to them, of his practice and proceed- 
ing againſt them; and equity did at leaſt require that they, with 
his own knowledge, and by the ſubordinates of his own govern- 
ment, ſhould be allowed a public enquiry to acquit themſelves of 
the heavy offences with which they had been by him clandeſtinely 
charged. 

LXXVIL. That he the ſaid Haſtings, in order to effectually Rifle 
the ſaid enquiry, did enter on record a further minute, aſferting, 
that the ſaid enquiry would be productive of evils greater than 
« any which exiſt in the conſequences which have already t-ken 
« place, and which time has alms/# quliterated ;”” as allo the foliow- 
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ing—* If I am rightly informed, the Nabob Vizier and the Be- 


« gums are on terms of mutual good-will. It would ill become 


„this government to interpoſe its influence, by any act which 


© might tend to revive their animoſities, and a very flight occaſion 
© would be ſufficient to effect it. They will inſtantly take fire on 
„ ſuch a declaration, proclaim the judgment of the Company in 
« their favour, demand a reparation of the acts, which they would 
ce conſtrue wrongs, with ſuch a ſentence warranting that conſtruc- 
« tion, and either accept the invitation, to the proclaimed ſcandal 
*« of the Nobob Vizier, which will not add to the credit of our 
government; or remain in his dominions, but not under his au- 
« thority, to add to his vexations, and the diſorders of the coun- 
te try, by continual intrigues and ſeditions. Enough already exiſts 
« to affect his peace and the quiet of his people. If we cannot 
« heal, let us not inflame the wounds which bade been inflicted, — 
If the Begums think themſelves aggrieved to ſuch a degree, as 
* to juilify them in an appeal to a fereign juriſdifion ; to appeal to 
te jt againſt a man ſtanding in the relation of ſon and grandſon to 
« them; to appeal to the juſtice of thoſe who have been the abettors 
& and inſtruments of their imputed wrongs ; let us at leaſt permit 
* them to be the judges of their own feelings, and prefer their 
* complaints, before we offer to redreſs them. They will not need 
% to be prompted. I hope I ſhall not depart from the ſimplicity of 
official language, in ſaying, the majeſty of juſtice ought to be 
* approached with ſolicitation, not deſcend to provoke or invite 
« it, much leſs to debaſe itſelf by the ſuggeſtion of wrongs, and 
* the promiſe of redreſs, with the denunciation of puniſhments 
te before trial, and even before accuſation.” 

LXXVIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in attempting to paſs 
act of indemnity for his own crimes, and of oblivion for the ſuf. 
ferings of others, ſuppoſing the latter au od[zterated by time, did 
not only mock and inſult over the ſufferings of the allies of the 
Company, but did ſhew an indecent contempt of the underftandings 
of the Court of Directors; becauſe his violent attempts on the pro- 
perty and liberty of the mother and grandmother of the ally afore- 
laid, had not their firſt commencement much above two years 
before that time, and had been continued, without abatement or 
relaxation on his part, to the very time of his minute : The Nabob 
having, by the inſtigation of his the ſaid Haſtings's initrument 
Hyder Beg Khan, not two months before the date of the conſulta- 
tion, been obliged, a ſecond time, to break his faith with relation 
to the eſtates of his mother, in the manner herein- before recited. 
And the ſaid Haſtings did not, and could not conceive, that the 
clearing the mother could revive any animoſity between her and 
her ſon, by whom ſhe never had been accuſed. The ſaid Haſtings 
was alſo ſenſible, that the reſtoration of her landed eſtates, recom- 
mended by the Court of Directors, could not produce any ill effect 
on the mind of the ſaid fon, as it was ©* with almoſt unconquerable 
** reluQtance he had been perſuaded to deprive her of them.” And 
at the time of his ſubmitting to become an inſtrument in this in- 
juſtice, did “ declare, both to the reſident and his minitters, 
that it was an act of compulſion.“ 
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LXXIX. That the ſaid Haſtings further, by inſinuating that the 


women in queſtion would act amiſs in —_— to a foreign juri/- 


difion againſt a ſon and grandſon, could not forget that he him. 
ſelf, being that foreign juriſdiction (if any juriſdiction there was) 
did himſelf direct and order the injuries; did himſelf urge the ca- 
lumnies; and did himſelf cauſe to be taken and produced the un- 
ſatisfactory evidence, by which the women in queſtion had ſuffered ; 
and that it was againſt him the ſaid Haſtings, and not againſt their 
fon, that they had reaſon to appeal. But the truth 1s, that the 
enquiry was moved for by Mr. Stables, not on the prayer or appeal 
of the ſufferers, but upon the ill impreſſion which the ſaid Haſtings's 
own conduct, merely and ſolely on his own ſtate of it, and on his 
own evidence in ſupport of it, had made on the Court of Di- 
reQors, who were his lawful maſters, and not ſuitors in his Court, 
And his arrogating to himſelf and his colleagues to be a tribunal, 
and a tribunal, not for the purpoſe of doing juſtice, but of refuſing 
enquiry, was an high offence and miſdemeanor (particularly as the 
due obedience to the Company's orders was eluded on the inſolent 
pretence, “ That the majeity of juſtice ought to be approached 
« with ſolicitation, and that it would debaſe itſelf by the ſuggeſtion 
« of wrongs, and the promiſe of redreſs,” in a Governor whoſe 
buſineſs it 1s, even of himſelf and unſolicited, not only to promiſe, 
but to afford redreſs to all thoſe who ſhould ſuffer under the power 
of the Company, even if their ignorance, or want of protection, 
or the imbecuity of their ſex, or the fear of irritating perſons in 
rank and ftation, ſhould prevent them from ſeeking it by formal 
ſolicitation. 

LXXX. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time when he 
pretended ignorance of all ſolicitation for juſtice on the part of the 
women aforeſaid, and on that pretence did refuſe the enquiry 
moved by his colleague Mr. Stables, had in all probability received 
from the reſident Middleton, or if he had made the ſlighteſt enquiry 
from the ſaid Middleton, then at Calcutta, might immediately 
receive an account, that zhey did afually ſolicit the ſaid reſident, 
through Major Gilpin, for redreſs againſt his the ſaid Haſtings's ca- 
lumnious accuſation, and the falſe teſtimony by which it was ſup- 


ported; and did ſend the ſaid complaint to the reſident Middleton, 


by the ſaid Gilpin, to be traſmitted to him the ſaid Haſtings and 
the Council, ſo early as the 19th of October, 1782 ; and that ſhe, 


the mother of the Nabob, did afterwards ſend the ſame to the re- 


fident Briſtow, aſſerting their innocence, and accompanying the 
ſame with the copies of letters (the originals of which they aſlerted 
were in their hands) from the chief witneſſes againſt them, Hannay 
and Gordon, which letters did directly overturn the charges or inſi- 
nuations in the affidavits made by them ; and that inſtead of any ac- 
cuſation of an attempt upon them and their parties, by the inſtiga- 
tion of the mother of the Nabob, or by her miniſters, they the 
ſaid Hannay and Gordon did attribute their preſervation to them, 
and to their ſervices ; and did, with ſtrong expreſſions of gratitude, 
both to the mother of the Nabob, and to her miniſters, fully 
acknowledge the ſame. Which remonſtrance of the mother of the 


Nabob, and the letters of the ſaid Hannay and Gordon are annexed 
t9 
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to this charge; and the ſaid Haſtings is highly criminal for not 


having examined into the facts alledged in the ſaid remonſtrance. 
LXXXI. That the violent proceedings of the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings did tend to impreſs all the neighbouring Princes, ſome of 
whom were allied in blood to the oppreſſed women of rank afore- 
ſaid, with an ill opinion of the faith, honour, and decency of the 
Britiſh nation; and accordingly, on the journey aforeſaid, made b 
the Nabob from Lucknow to Fyzabad, in which the ſaid Nabob 
did reſtore, in the manner before-mentioned, the confiſcated eſtates 
of his mother and grandmother, and did afterwards revoke his ſaid 
grant, it appears that the ſaid journey did cauſe a general alarm 
(the worſt motives obtaining the moſt eaſy credit with regard to 
any future proceeding, on account of the foregone acts) and excited 
great indignation among the ruling perſons of the adjacent country 
inſomuch that Major Brown, agent to the ſaid Warren Haſtings at 
the Court of the King Shaw Allum at Delhi, did write a remon- 
trance thereon to Mr, Briſtow, reſident at Oude, as follows :;— 
«« The evening of the 7th, at a conference I had with Mirza 
« Shuffee Cawn, he introduced a ſubje& reſpecting the Nabob 
„% Vizier, which, however it may be diſagreeable for you to know, 
and conſequently for me to communicate, I am under a neceſſity 
of Iaying before you. He told me he had received information 
« from Lucknow, that, by the advice of Hyder Beg Cawn, the 
«« Vizier had determined to bring his Grandmother, the widow of 
« Sufdar Jung, from Fyzabad to Lucknow, with a view of getting 
a further ſum of money from her, by ſeizing on her eunuchs, 
„ digging up the apartments of her houſe at Fyzabad, and putting 
„ her own perſon under reſtraint, This, he ſaid, he knew, was 
not an act of our government, but the mere advice of Hyder 
« Beg Cawn, to which the Vizier had been induced to attend. He 
added, that the old Begum had reſolved rather to put herſelf to 
«« death than to ſubmit to the diſgrace intended to be put upon 
„her; that if ſuch a circumſtance ſhould happen, there is not 4 
t man in Hindoſtan who will attribute the ad to the Vizir | Nabeb of 
* Oude] but every one will fix the odium on the Engliſh, who might 
«* eafily, by the influence they ſo largely exerciſe in their own concerns 
4e there, have prevented ſuch unnatural conduct in the Vizir. He 
therefore called upon me, as the Engliſh repreſeutative in this 
* quarter, to inform you of this, that you may prevent a ſtep, 
« which will deſtroy all confidence in the Engliſh nation through- 
© out Hindoſtan, and excite the bittereſt reſentment in all thoſe, 
*« who by blood are connected with the houſe of Sufdar jung.“ 
He concluded by ſaying, “ that if the Vizier ſo little regarded 
„his family and perſonal honour, or his natural duty, as to wiſh 
*© to diſgrace his father's mother for a ſum of money, let him 
te plunder her of all ſhe has, but let him ſend her ſafe up to Delhi, 
* or Agra, and, poor as I am, I will furniſh ſubſiſtence for her, 
* which ſhe ſhall poſſeſs with ſafety and honour, though it cannot 
* be adequate to her rank.—This, Sir, is a moſt exact detail of 
*© the converſation (as far as related to that affair) on the part of 
%% Mirza Shuffee Cawn. On my part 1 could only ſay, that I 
5 imagined the affair was e Wide and that 1 ſhould write 
« as 
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* as he requeſted. Let me therefore requeſt that you will enable 
% me to anſwer, in a more effectual manner, any further queſtions 
on this ſubject. | 

LXXXII. ** As Mirza Shnffee's grand-father was brother © 
« Sufdar Jung, there can be no doubt of what his declaration 
«© means; and if this meaſure of diſmifling the old Begum, ſhould 
«© be perſiſted in, 1 ſhould not, from the ſtate of affairs and the 
& character of the Amir ul Omrah, be ſurprized at ſome immediate 
and violent reſolution being adopted by him.” 

LXXXIII. That Mirza Shuffee, mentioned in this correſpon- 
dence (who has ſince been murdered) was of near kincred to the 
lady in queſtion (grand-mother to the Nabob) was reſident 1n a pro- 
vince immediately adjoining to the province of Oude, and from 
proximity of ſituation and nearneſs of connection, was likely to 
have any intelligence concerning his female relations from the belt 
authority. | 

LXXXIV. That the Reſident Briſtow, on receiving this letter, 
did apply to the ſaid Hyder Beg Cawn for an explanation of the 
Nabob's intentions, who denied that the Nabob intended more thah 
a viſit of duty and ceremony; which, whatever his diſpoſitions 
might have been, and probably were, towards his own mother, was 
not altogether probable, as it was well known that he was on very 
bad terms with the mother of his father; and it appears, that in- 
tentions of a ſimilar nature had been before manifeſted, even with 
regard to his own mother, and therefore obtained the more eaſy 
credit concerning the other women of high rank aforeſaid, eſpect- 
cially as the evil deſigns of the ſaid Hyder Beg were abundantly 
known; and that the ſaid Haſtings, upon whom he did wholly de- 
pend, continued to recommend “ the molt effectual, that is, the 
«© moſt violent means for the recovery of the ſmall remains of his 
« extorted demand.” But although it does not appear that the 
Reſident did give credit to the ſaid report, vet the effect of the ſame 
on the minds of the neighbouring Princes, did make it proper and 
neceſſary to direct a ſtrict enquiry into the fame, which was not 
done; and it does not appear that any further enquiry was made 
into the true motives for this projected journey to Fyzabad, not 
into the proceedings of Hyder Beg Cawn, although the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings well knew, that all the acts of the Nabob and his prin- 
cipal miniſters, were conſtantly attributed to him, and that it was 
known that ſeeret agents, as well as the Company's regular agent, 
were employed by him at Lucknow and other places, 

„  EXXXV. That the ſaid Haſtings, who did, on pretence of the 
majeſty of juſtice, refuſe to enquire into the charges made upon the 
female parents of the Nabob of Oude, in juſtification of the vio- 
lence offered to them, did voluntarily and of his own accord make 
himſelf an accuſer of the Reſident Middleton, for the want of a li- 
teral execution of his orders, in the plans of extortion and rapine 
aforaſaid, the criminal nature, ſpirit, and tendency of the ſaid 
proceedings, for the defective execution of which he brought the 
ſaid charge, appearing in the defence or apology made by Mr. Mid- 


dleton the Reſident, for his temporary and ſhort torbearances. 
1 LXXXVE 
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LXXXVT. It could not, I flatter myſelf, be termed a long or 
« unwarrantable delay (two days) when the importance of the 
« buſineſs, and the peculiar embarraſiments attending the proſe- 
« cution of it to its deſired end, are conſidered. The Nabob was 
« /on to the Begum, whom we were to proceed againſt ; a ſon 
„ againſt a mother mult at leaſt /ave appearances in his mode of pro- 
e ceeding,—The produce of his negociation was to be received by 
« the Company, Receiving a benefit, accompanying the Nabob, 
« withdrawing their protection, were circumſtances ſufficient to 
« mark the Engliſh a: the principal movers in this buſineſs. At a 
« Court, where no opportunity is loſt to throw odium on us, ſo 
« favourable an occaſion was not miſled to perſuade the Nabob that 
« we inſtigated him to diſhonour his family for our benefit. The 
«« 1mpreflions' made by theſe ſuggeſtions conſtantly retarded the 
«« progreſs, and more than once actually broke off the buſineſs ; 
which rendered the utmoſt caution on my part neceſſary, eſpeci- 
« ally as I had no afliftance to expect from the miniſters, who could 


not openly move in the buſineſs. In the Eaſt, it is well known, 


that no man, either by himſelf or his troops, can enter the walls 
of a Zenana, ſcarcely in the caſe of acting againſt an open ene- 
my, much leſs of an ally ;—an ally ating againſt his own mother, 
'The outer walls, and the Begum's agents, were all that were 
% liable to immediate attack; they were dealt with, and ſucceſs- 
„ fully, as the event proved.” — He had before obſeryed to Mr. 
Haſtings, in his correſpondence, what Mr, Haſtings well knew to 
be true, “that no farther rigour than that he had exerted, could 
be uſed againſt females in that country; where force could be 
employed, it was not ſpared. — That the place of concealment 
„ was only known to the chief eunuchs, who could not be drawn 
out of the women's apartments, where they had taken refuge, 
and from which, if an attempt had been made to ſtorm them, 
they might eſcape ; and the ſecret of the money being known 
only to them, it was neceſſary to get their perſons into his hands, 
* which could be obtained by negociation only.” — The Reſident 
concluded his defence by declaring his “ hope, that if the main 
object of his orders was fulfilled, he ſhould be no longer held 
criminal for a deviation from the preciſe letter of them.“ 

LXXXVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did enter a reply to 
this anſwer, in ſupport of his criminal charge, continuing to inſiſt, 
That his orders ought to have been literally obeyed,” although 
he did not deny, - that the above difficulties occurred, and the 
above conſequences muſt have been the reſult; and though the 
reports of the military officers, charged with the execution of his 
commiſſion, confirmed the moral impoſſibility, as well as inutility 
in point of profit, of forcing a ſon to greater violence and rigour 
againſt his mother. | 

LXXXVIII. That the ſaid Haſtings, after all the acts aforeſaid, 
did preſume to declare on record, in his minute of the 23d Sep- 
tember, 1783, That whatever may happen of the events which 
he dreads in the train of affairs now ſubſiſting, he ſhall at leaſt 
receive this conſolation under them, that he uſed his utmoſt ex- 
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« extions to prevent them; and that in the annals of the nation; 
4e of India, which have been ſubjected to the Britiſh dominions, 
« HE fall not be remembered among I heir opprefſors.” And, ſpeak- 
ing of certain alledged indignities offered to the Nabob of Oude, 
and certain alledged ſuſpicions of his authority, with regard to the 
management of his houſhold, he the ſaid Haſtings did, in the 
ſaid minute, endeavour to excite the ſpirit of the Britiſh nation, 
ſeverely animadverting on ſuch offences, making uſe of the follow. 
ing terms: If there be a ſpark of generous virtue in the breaſts 
of any of my countrymen, who ſhall be the readers of this com. 
* pilation, this letter [a letter of complaint from the Nabob] thall 
4 ſtand for an inſtrument, to awaken it to the call of vengeance, 
« againſt ſo flagitious an abuſe of authority, and reproach to the 
« Britiſh name.“ 


From 


fend SA lad in op fd ow aw &4 _:_ 


From 


RE 0 os 25 


From her Excellency the Bhow Begum, to Mr. Briſtow, Refident at 


the Vizier's Court. 


HERE is no neceſſity to write to you by way of information. 

A detail of my ſufferings from common report, and the in- 
telligence of thoſe who are about you, the account of them will have 
reached your ears: I will here relate a part of them. 

After the death of Sujah Dowla, moſt of his ungrateful ſervants 
were con'tantly labouring to gratify their enmity ; but finding, 
from the firm and fincere friendſhip which ſubſiſted between me and 
the Englith, chat the accompliſhment of their purpoſes was fruſtat- 
ed, they formed the deſign of occafioning a breach in that alliance, 
to inſare their own ſucceſs, I muſt acquaint you, that my ſon Aſuf 
ul Dowla had formerly threatened to ſeize my Jaghire; but upon 
producing the treaty tigned by you, and ſhewing it to Mr. Middle. 
ton, he interfer d, and prevented the impending evil.—The con- 
ſpiration now framed an accuſation againſt me, of a conduct which 
I never had conceived even in idea, of rendering aſſiſtance to Rajah 
Cheit Sing. The particulars are as follow: - My ſon Aſuf ul 
Dowla and his Miniſters, with troops and a train of artillery, ac- 
companicd by Mr, Middleton, on the 16th of the month of Mohu- 
rum, arrived at Fyzabad, and madea demand of a crore of rupees. 
As my inability to pay ſo vaſt a ſum was manifeſt, I produced the 
treaty you ned and gave me; but to no effect, their hearts were 
determined upon violence. I offered my ſon Aſuf ul Dowla, whoſe 
will i. derer ta me than all my riches, or even life itſelf, what- 
ever money and goods 1 was poſſeſſed of; but an amicable adjuſt» 
nat ſe:med not worth accepting; he demanded the delivering up 
the fort, and the recall of the troops that were ſtationed for the 
preſerving the peace of the city, To me, tumult and diſcord ap- 
peared vnneceflary. I gave up theſe points, upon which they ſeiz- 
ed my head eunuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn and Behar Ally Cawn, and 
ſc:it hem to Mr. Middleton, after having obliged them to ſign a 
bond for ſixty lacks of rupees: They were thrown into priſon with 
fe: ex: about their feet, and denied food and water. I, who had 
never, even in my dreams, experienced ſuch an oppreſſion, gave 
up all 1 had, to preſerve my honour and dignity: But this would 
not ſatisfy their demands; they charged me with a rupee and a 
half batta upon each Mohur, and on this account laid claims upon 
me to the amount of fix lacks ſome thouſand rupees, and ſent Major 
Gilpin to exact the payment. Major Gilpin, according to orders, 
at firſt was importunate ; but being a man of experience, and of a 
benevolent diſpoſition, when he was convinced of my want of 
means, he changed his conduct, and was willing to apply to the 
Shroffs and Bankers to lend me the money. But wah the loſs of 
my Jaghires, my credit was ſunk, I could not raiſe the ſum; at 


laſt, feeling my helpleſs ſituation, I collected my wardrobe and fur- 


niture, to the amount of about three lacks of rupees, beſides fifty 
thouſand rupees which I borrowed from one place or other, and ſent 
| Major 
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Major Gilpin with it to Lucknow. My ſufferings did not termi. 
nate here. The diſturbances of Colonel Hannay and Mr. Gordon 
were made a pretence for ſeizing my Jaghire. The ſtate of the 
matter is this: When Colonel Hannay was by Mr. Haſtings order. 
ed to march to Benares during the troubles of Cheit Sing, the 
Colonel, who had plundered the whole country, was incapable of pro- 
ceeding, from the union of thouſands of Lemindars, who had ſeized this 
favourable opportunity ; they harraſſed Mr. Gordon near Junivard, 
and the Zemindars of that place and Acberpore oppoſed his march 
from thence, till he arrived near Sanda. As the Sanda Nutta, 
from its overflowing, was difficult to croſs without a boat, Mr, 
Gordon ſent to the Fouzdar to ſupply him : He replied, the boats 
were all in the river, but would, according to orders, aſſiſt him as 
ſoon as poſſible. Mr. Gordon's ſituation would not admit of his 
waiting; he forded the Nutta upon his Elephant, and was hoſpita- 
bly entertained and protected by the Fouzdar for {ix days. In the 
mean time a letter was received by me from Colonel Hannay, de- 
firing me to eſcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad. As my friendſhip for 
the Engliſh-was always ſincere, I readily complied, and ſent ſome 
companies of Nejeebs to eſcort Mr. Gordon, and all his effects, ta 
Fyzabad ; where having provided for his entertainment, I effected 
his junction with Colonel Hannay. The letters of thanks I re- 
ceived from both theſe gentlemen, upon this occafion, are ſtill in 
my poſſeſſion ; copies of which I gave in charge to Major Gilpin, 
to be delivered to Mr. Middleton, that he might forward them ta 
the Governor General. To be brief, thoſe who have loaded me 
with accuſations, are now clearly convicted of falſehood. But is it 
not extraordinary, that notwithitanding the juſtneſs of my cauſe, 
that nobody relieves my misfortunes? Why did Major Gilpin re- 
turn without effect ? 

My prayers have been conftantly offered to heaven for your 
arrival; report has anncunced it; for which 1caſfon I have taken 
up the pen, and requeſt you will not place implicit confidence in 
my accuſers, but, weighing in the ſcale of juſtice their falſehoods 
and my repreſentations, you will exert your influence in putting a 
period to the misfortunes with J am overwhelmed, | 


Copy of a letter from Colonel Hannay to Jeavar Ally Cawn and Babar 
| Ally Cawn. 


I had the pleaſure to receive your friendly letter, fraught with 
benevolence; and whatever favours you, my friends, have been 
pleaſed to conſer reſpecting Mr. Gordon, afforded me the greateſt 

leaſure. 

: Placing a firm reliance on your friendſhip, I am in expectation 
that the aforeſaid gentleman, with his baggage, will arrive at Fy- 
zabad in ſafety, that the ſame may oblige and afford ſatisfaction 
to me. 5 | 


A letter 
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A letter to Mr. Gordon is incloſed to you—-I am in expectation 
of its being incloſed in a cover to the Aumil of Saunda, to tlie end 
that the Aumil may forward it to the above- mentioned gentleman, 
and procure his reply. Whenever the anſwer arrives, let it be de- 
livered to Hoolas Roy, who will forward it to me. 

Always rejoice me by a few lines reſpecting your health (continue 
to honour me with your correſpondence.) 


Copy of a letter from Colonel Hannay to Tewar and Bahar Ally Cawn, 


Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends, remain under the protection 
of God. 

Your friendly letter, fraught with kindneſs, accompanied by an 
honorary letter from the Begum Saib, of exalted dignity, and en- 
cloling a letter from Mr. Gordon, ſent through your Hircarahs, 
obliged and rejoiced me, 

With reſpe&t to what you communicate regarding your not 
having received an anſwer to your friendly epiſtle, I became per- 
fectly aſtoniſhed, as a reply was written from Mohadree ; it may be 
owing to the danger of the road that it never arrived ; not to the 
ſmalleſt neglect on my ſide (or of mine.) 

I now ſend two letters to you ; one by the Dawk people, and 
the ſecond by one of my Hircarahs (who wall preſent them to you) 
which you certainly will receive. 

I am extremely well contented and pleaſed with the friendſhip 
you have ſhewn. 

You wrote me, to remain perfectly eaſy concerning Mr. Gordon. 
—Verily, from the kindneſs of you, my indulgent friends, my 
heart is quite eaſy. You alſo obſerved and mentioned, that as Mr. 
Gordon's coming with thoſe attached to him (probably his ſepoys 
and others) might be attended with difficulty, if I approved, he 
ſhould be invited alone to Fyzabad.—My friends, I place my ex- 
pectation entirely upon your friendthips, and leave it to you to 
adopt the manner in which the ſaid gentleman may arrive in ſecu- 
rity, without moleſtation at Fyzabad ; but at the ſame time, let 
the plan be ſo managed, that it may not come to the knowledge of 
any Zemindars ; in this cafe, you are men of diſcernment. Howe 
ever, he is to come to Fyzabad ; extend your afliftance and endea- 
yours, 

It 1s probable that the Bejum Saib, of high dignity, has received 


authentic intelligence from the camp at Benares. Favour me with 


the contents or purport. 

From Mr. Gordon's letter, I underſtand that Mirza Imaum 
Bakſh, whom you diſpatched thither (Saunda) has, and ſtill con- 
tinues to pay, great attention to that gentleman ; which affords me 
great pleaſure, 

An anſwer to the Begum's letter is to be preſented, I alſo ſend 
a letter for Mr. Gordon, which pleaſe to forward, 


An 


| 
1 
| 
1 
: 
| 
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An addreſs from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. 


| Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generoſity, &c. whom God 
preſerve. 

Your exalting letter, fraught with grace and benevolence, that 
through your unbounded generoſity and goodneſs was ſent through 
grace and favour, I had the honour to receive in a fortunate mo. 
ment; and whatever you were pleaſed to write reſpecting Mr. Gor. 
don, ** that at this time the ſhort-ſighted and Sink ryots had 
<< carried their diſturbances and ravages beyond all bounds, Mr, 
«© Gordon's coming with his whole people (or adherent-) might be 
< attended with difficulty; and therefore, if I choſe, he ſhould be 
«© invited to come alone.” Now, as your highneſs is the beſt judge, 
your faithful ſervant repoſeth his moſt unbounded hopes and expec. 
tation upon your highneſs, that the aforeſaid Mr. Gordon may ar. 
Tive at Fyzabad without any apprehenſion or danger. I ſhall be 
then extremely honoured and obliged. 

Conſidering me in the light of a firm and faithful ſervant, con- 
tinue to honour and exalt me by your letters. 

What further can I ſay ? 


A copy of an addreſs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 


Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generoſity, whom God 
preſerve. | 

After preſenting the uſual profeſſions of ſervitude, &c. in the 
cuſtomary manner, my addreſs 1s preſented, | 

Your gracious letter, in anſwer to the petition of your ſervant 
from Goondah, exalted me. From the contents, I became un- 
ſpeakably impreſſed with the honour it conferred. May the Al. 
mighty protect that royal purity, and beſtow happineſs, increaſe of 
wealth, and proſperity. 

The welfare of your ſervant is entirely owing to your favour and 
benevolence. A few days have elapſed ſince I arrived at Goondah 
with the Colonel Saib. 

This is preſented for your highneſs's information. I cheriſh hopes 
from your generoſity, that conſidering me in the light of one of 
your ſervants, always continue to exalt and honour me with your 
gracious letters. 

May the ſun of proſperity continually ſhine. 


Copy of a letter to Mahumed Feawar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Caan, 
from Mr. Gordon. 


Sirs, my indulgent friends, 
Remain under, &c. &c. 

After compliments. I have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that 
yeſterday, having taken leave of you, I paſſed the night at Noor- 
Funke. and next morning about ten or eleven o' clock, through your 

avour and benevolence, arrived ſafe at Goondah. Mur Aboo 
Bukſh, Zemindar, and Mur Ruſtum Ally, accompanied me. 

To what extent can I prolong the praiſes of you, my beneficent 
friends? May the ſupreme Being, for this benign, compaſſionate, 
humane action, have you in his keeping, and increaſe your proſpe- 
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rity, and ſpeedily grant me the pleaſure of an interview. Until 
which time continue to favour me with friendly letters, and oblige 
me by any commands in my power to execute, 


May your wiſhes be ever crowned with ſucceſs ! 
My compliments, &c. &C. &c. 


Cay if a letter from Colonel Hannay to Tewar Ally Cawn and Ba- 
har Ally Camwwn., 


Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends, 

Remain unde the protection of the Supreme Being. 

After compliments and fignitying my earneſt deſire of an inter- 
view, I addreſs you. 

Your friendly letter, fraught with kindneſs, I had the pleaſure to 
receive in a propitious hour, and your inexpreſſible kindneſs in 
ſending for Mur Naſſar Ally with a force to Taunda for the pur- 
pole of conducting Mr. Gordon with all his baggage, who is now 
arrived at Fyzabad. 

This event has afforded me the moſt exceſlive pleaſure and ſatis- 
faction. May the Omnipotence preſerve you, my ſtedfalt firm 
friends. The pen of friendſhip itſelf cannot ſufficiently expreſs 
your generoſity and benevolence, and that of the Begum of high 
dignity, who ſo graciouſly has intereſted herſelf in this matter. 
Incloſed is an addreſs for her, which pleaſe to forward. I hope 
trom your friendſhip, until we meet, you will continue to honour 
me with an account of your health and welfare, What further 
can I write ? 


N Reſolu- 
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Reſolutions in Farruckabad. 


No. I. 


HAT a Prince called Ahmed Khan, was a family amongſt the 

moſt diſtinguiſhed in Hindoſtan, and of a nation famous 
through that empire for its valour in acquiring, and its policy and 
prudence in well governing the territories it had acquired, called 
the Pataus or Afghauns, of which the Rohillas were a branch. The 
ſaid Ahmed Khan had fixed his reſidence in the city of Farrucka- 
bad; and in the firſt wars of this nation in India, the ſaid Ahmed 
Khar attached himſelf to the Company, againſt Sujah Dowlah, then 
an enemy, now a dependent on that Company. Ahmed Khan, to- 
wards the cloſe of this life, was diſpoſſeſſed of a large part of his 
dominions, by the prevalence of the Mahratta power; but his ſon, 
a minor, ſucceeded to his pretenſions, and to the remainder of his 
dominions. The Mahrattas were expelled by Sujah ul Dowlah, 
the late Vizier; who, finding a want of the ſervices of the ſon and 
ſucceſſor of Ahmed Khan, called Mouzauffer Jung, did not only gua. 
rantee him in the poſſeſſion of what he then actually held, but en- 
gaged to reſtore all the other territories which had been occupied 
by the Mahrattas: and this was confirmed by repeated treaties and 
ſolemn oaths, by the late Vizier, and by the preſent; but neither 
the late nor the preſent Vizier fulfilled their engagements, or ob- 
ſerved their oaths; the former having withheld what he ſtipulated 
to reſtore; and the latter, not only ſubjecting him to a tribute, in- 
ſtead of reſtoring him to what his father had unjuſtly withheld; 
and having made a farther invaſion, by depriving him of fifteen of 


dis diſtricts, levying the tribute of the whole on the little that re. 


mained, and did put the {mall remains of his territory under a ſe- 
queſtrator or collector appointed by Almas Ali Khan, who did 
grievoully afflict and opprels the prince and territory aforeſaid, 
That the hardſhips of bis caſe being frequently repreſented to 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq; he did ſuggeit a doubt, whether“ that 
little ought to be ſtill ſubje& to tribute,“ indicating, that the 
ſaid tribute might be hard and inequitable ; but whatever its juſtice 
might have been, that “ from the earliz/? period of our connection 
with the preſent Nabob of Oude, it had invariably continued a 
«« part of the funds aſſigned by his Excellency as a proviſion for the 
liquidation of the ſeveral public demands of his government 
& (Calcutta) upon him; and in conſequence of the powers the 
* Board deemed it expedient to veſt in the Reſident at his Court, 
“ for the collection of the Company's aſſignments, a Sezanwill (a 
„ Sequeſtrator) has always been ſtationed to enforce, by every 
ce means in his power, the payment of the tribute.“ And the ſaid 
tribute was, in conſequence of this arrangement, not paid to the 
Nabob, but to the Britiſh Reſident at Oude; and the ſame being 


therefore under the direction, and for the ſole ule of the n 
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and indeed the Prince himſelf wholly dependent, the repreſenta- 
tives of the ſaid Company were reſponſible for the protection of the 
Prince, and for the good government of the country. 

II. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 22d of May 
1780, repreſent to the Board of Calcutta the condition of the ſaid 
country in the following manner: 

« The total want of all order, regularity, or authority in his go- 
«« yerment (the Farruckabad government) to which, among other 
ce obwious cauſes, it may, no doubt, be owing, that the country of 
% Farruckabad is become an almoft entire waſte, without cultivation 
* or inhabitants; that the capital, which, but a very ſhort time 
* ago, was diſtinguiſhed as one of the moſt populous and opulent 
commercial cities in Hindoſtan, at preſent exhibits nothing but 
* ſcenes of the moſt wretched poverty, deſolation, and miſery; 
„and that the Nabob himſelf, though in poſſeſſion of a tract of 
* country, which, with only common care, is notoriouſly capable 
of yielding an annual revenue of between thirty and forty lacks 
(three or four hundred thoufand pounds) with ze military eſta- 
* bliſhment to maintain, ſcarcely commanding the means of bare ſub- 
ſiſtence.“ And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, taking into conſideration 
the ſaid ſtate of the country and its prince, and that the latter had 
« preferred frequent complaints, (which complaints the ſaid Haſtings, 
* to that time, did not lay before the Board, as his duty required) 
4 of the hardſhips and indignities to which he is ſubjected by the 
* condutt of the Sezauwill (Sequeſtrator) ſtationed in the country 
for the purpoſe of levying the annual tribute, which he is bound 
© by treaty to pay to the Soubah of Oude ;”? he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did declare himſelf *©* extremely deſirous, as well from 
© motives A common juſtice, as due regard to the rank which that 
« Chief holds among the Princes of Hindoftan, of affording him re- 
lief.“ And he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as the means of the 
{aid relief, did, with the conſent of the Board, order the ſaid native 
Sequeſtrator to be removed, and an Engliſh Reſident, a ſervant of 
the Company, to be appointed in his room, declaring, “he under- 
** ſtood a local interference to be indi/pen/ably neceſary tor realizing 
the Vizier's juſt demands.” 

III. That the ſaid native Sequeſtrator being withdrawn, and a 
Reſident appointed, no complaint whatever, concerning the collec- 
tion of the revenue, or of any indignities offered to the Prince of 
the country, or oppreſſion of his ſubjects by the ſaid Reſident, was 
made to the Superior Council at Calcutta; yet, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did, nevertheleſs, in a certain paper, purporting to be a 
treaty made at Chunar with the Nabob of Oude on the 19th of Sep- 
tember 1781, at the requeſt of the ſaid Nabob, conſent to an arti- 
cle therein, That no Englith reſident be appointed to Farrucka- 
bad, and that the preſent be recalled;” and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, knowing that the Nabob of Oude was ill affected towards 
the ſaid Nabob of Farruckabad, and that he was already ſuppoſed 
to have oppreſſed him, did juſtify his conduct on the principles, and 
in the words following; That if the Nabob, Mozaffer Jung, 
** muft endure oppreſſion, (and I dare not at this time propoſe his total 
© relief) it concerns the reputation of our Government to remove 
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our participation init.” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings making, 
recording, and acting upon the firſt of the ſaid falſe and inhuman 
uppoſitions, moſt ſcandalous to this nation; namely, that Princes 
paying money wholly for the uſe of the Company, and directly to 
its agent, for the maintenance of Britiſh troops, by whole force 
and power the ſaid revenue was in effect collected, muſt of neceſſity 
endure oppreſſion, and that our Government at any time dare not 
propoſe their total relief, was an high offence and miſdemeanor in 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the rather, becauſe in the ſaid 
treaty, as well as before and after, the ſaid Haſtings, who pretended 
not to dare to relieve thoſe oppreſſed by the Nabob of Oude, did 
aſſume a complete authority over the ſaid Nabob himſelf, and did 
dare to oppreſs him. 

IV. That the ſecond principle aſſumed by the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, as ground for voluntarily abandoning the protection of thoſe 
whom he had before undertaken to relieve, o the ſole ftrength of 
his own authority, and 1n full confidence of the lawful toundation 
thereof, and for delivering over the perſon ſo taken into protection, 
under falſe names and pretended deſcriptions, to known oppreſſion; 
aſſerting, that the reputation of the Company was ſaved by remov- 
ing this apparent participation, when the new, as well as the old 
arrangements, were truly and ſubſtantially acts of the Britith Go- 
vernment, was difingenuous, deceitful, and uſed to cover unjuſtiſi— 
able deſigns; fince, the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, that all 
oppreſſions exercifed by the Nabob of Oude, were ſolely, and in 
this inſtance particularly, upheld by Britith force, and were im— 
puted to this nation: and becauſe he himſelf, in not more than 
three days after the execution of this treaty, and in virtue thereof, 
directed the Britiſh Reſident at Oude, in orders, o aich he re. 
quired his moſt implicit obedience, ** Ihat the Miniſters (the Nabob of 
4 Oade's Miniſters) are to chuſe % aumils and collectors of reve- 
© nue with your concurrence.” And the diſhonour to the Com- 
pany, in thus deceitfully concurring in oppreſſion, which they were 
able, and were bound, to prevent, 1s much aggravated by the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings's receiving from the perſon, to whoſe oppreſſion 
he had delivered the ſaid Prince, as a private gift or donation, to 


himſelf, and for his own uſe, a ſum of money, amounting to one 
hundred thouſand pounds and upwards, which might give juſt 
ground of ſuſpicion, that the ſaid gift from the oppreflor, to the 
perſon ſurrende ing the perſon injured, to his mercy, might have had 
ſome ſhare in the ſaid criminal tranſaction. 

V. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did (in the paper juſtifying 
the ſaid ſurrender of the Prince, put by himſelf under the protec- 
tion of the Faſt- India Company) aflert, ** Thatit was a fact, that the 
«© Nabob Muzzaffor Jung (the Nabob of Farruckabad) is equally 
ec urgent with the Nabob Vizier for the removal of a Reſident,” 
without producing, as he ought to have done, any document to 
prove his improbable. aſſertion ; namely, his aſſertion, that the op- 

reſſed Prince did apply to his known enemy and oppreſſor, the 
Nabob of Oude, (who, if he would, was not able to relieve him 
againſt the will of the Engliſh Government) rather than to that 
Engliſh Government which he muſt have conceived to be more im- 

partial, 
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partial, to which he had made his former complaint, and which 
was alone able to relieve bim. | 

VI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the ſaid writing, did 
farther convey an inſinuation of an ambiguous, but, on any con- 
itrution, of a ſuſpicious and dangerous import; viz. It is a fact, 
ce that Mr. Shee's (the Reſident's) authority over the territory of 
« Farruckabad, is in itſelf as much ſubverſive of that (of the /awv- 
4 ful rulers) as that of the Vizier's Aumil (Collector) ever was, 
« and is the more oppre/jve, as the power from, whence it is derived 
« is greater.” The ſaid aſſertion proceeds upon a ſuppoſition. of 
the ill-gality, both of the Nabob's and the Company's government; 
all conſideration of the title to authority being therefore on that 
ſuppoſition put out of the queſtion, and the whole turning only 
upon the exercz/e of authority, the ſaid Haſtings's ſuggeſtion, that 
the oppreſſion of Government muſt be in proportion to its power, 
is the reſult of a falſe and dangerous principle, and ſuch as it is 
criminal for any perſon entruſted with the lives and fortunes of 
men, to entertain, much more publicly to profeſs as a rule of 
action; as the ſame hath a direct tendency to make the new and 
powerful government of this kingdom 1n India, dreadful to the 
natives, and odious to the world. 

But if the ſaid Warren Haſtings did mean thereby directly to in- 
ſinuate, that oppreſſions had been actually exerciſed under the 


Britiſh authority, he was bound to enquire into theſe oppreſſions, 


and to animadvert on the perſon guilty of the ſame, if proof thereof 
could be had; and the more, as the authority was given by 4imſelf, 
and the perſon exerciſing it, was by himſelf alſo named. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on another, occaſion, aſſert that ©* whether 
« they ware well or ill founded, he never had an opportunity to 
* aſcertain.” But it is not true, that the ſaid Haſtings did, 
or could, want ſuch opportunity; the fact being, that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did never cauſe any inquiry to be made into any 
ſuppoſed abuſes during the ſaid reſidency; but did give a penſion 
of fifteen hundred pounds a year to the ſaid late Reſident, as a 
compenſation to him for an injury received ; and did afterwards 
promote the Refident, as a faithtul ſervant of the Company, (and 
nothing appears to ſhew him otherwiſe) to a judicial office of high 
truſt, thereby taking away all credit from any grounds aſſerted or 
inſinuated by the ſaid Haſtings, for delivering the faid Nabob of 
Farruckabad to the hand of a known enemy and oppreſſor, who 
had already, contrary to repeated treaties, deprived him of a large 
part of his,territories. 

VII. That on the ſaid Warren Haſtings's repreſentation of the 
tranſaction aforeſaid to the Court of Directors, they did heavily 
and juſtly cenſure the ſaid Warren Haſtings for the ſame; and did 
convey their cenſure to him, recommending relief to the ſuffering 


Prince, but without any order for wh a new Reſident, being, 


as it may be ſuppoſed, prevented from taking that ſtep by the faith 
of the treaty made at Chunar, 

VIII. That all the oppreſſions foreſeen by him, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, when he made the article aforeſaid in the treaty of Chu- 
nar, did actually happen; for immediately on the removal A = 
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Britiſh Reſident, the country of Farruckabad was ſubjected to the 
diſcretion of a certain native manager of revenue, called Almas Ali 
Khan, who did impoveriſh and oppreſs the country and inſult the 
Prince, and did deprive him of all ſubſiſtence from his own eſtates ; 
taking from him even his gardens and the tombs of his anceſtors, 
and the funds for maintaining the ſame. 

IX. That on complaint of thoſe proceedings, the ſaid Haſtings 
did, of his own authority, and without communicating with his 
Council, direct the native collector aforeſaid to be removed, and 
the territory of Farruckabad to be left to the ſole management of 
its natural Prince. But in a ſhort time, the ſaid Haſtings, pre- 
| tending to receive many complaints, purporting, that the tribute 
to the Nabob remained wholly unpaid ; and the agent to the Prince 
of Farruckabad, at the Preſidency, and afterwards chief manager 
to the Prince aforeſaid, having, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſaith, 
„% had the inſolence to propagate a report, that the interference to 
« which his maſter owed the power he then enjoyed, was purchaſed 
ee through him,“ he, the ſaid Haſtings, did again (but as before, 
without the Council) withdraw his protection and interference al- 
together on or about the month of Auguſt, 1782, and did ſignify 
his reſolution through the Reſident Middleton, to the Nabob Vizier. 
But the ſaid Haſtings aſſerts, that, “ the conſequence of this his 
c own ſecond dereliction of the Prince of Farruckabad, was an 
% aggravated renewal of the ſevertties exerciſed againſt his govern- 
4 ment, and a re-appointment of a Sezawall, with powers dele- 
“ gated or aſſumed, to the utter extindtion of the rights of Muzuffer 
* ſung, and actually depriving him of the means of ſubſiſtence,” 
And the ſaid Haſtings did receive, on the 16th of February 1783, 
from the Prince aforeſaid, a bitter complaint of the ſame to the 
following tenor : 

«© The miſeries which have fallen upon my country, and the 
«© poverty and diſtreſs which have been heaped upon me, by the 
„ re- appointment of the Sezawall, are ſuch, that a relation of them 
would, I am convinced, excite the ſtrongeſt feelings of compaſſion 
in your breaſt, But it is impoſſible to relate them: on one ſide, 
my country ruined and uncultivated to a degree of deſolation 
«© which exceeds all deſcription ; on the other, my domeſtic con- 
«© cerns and connections involved zu ſuch a flate f diſtreſs and 
Horror, that even the relations, the children, and the wives of my 
father are ſtar wing, in want of daily bread, and are on the point 
«« of flying voluntary exiles from their country, and from each other,” 

Bur although the faid Haſtings did, on the 16th of February, 
receive and admit the juſtice of the ſaid complaint, and did not 
deny the urgent neceſſity of redreſs, the ſaid letter containing the 
following ſentence : © If there ſhould be a delay in your accept- 
«« ance of this propoſal, my exiſtence, and the exiſtence of my family, 
4 evill become difficult and doubtful ;”* and although he did admit the 
interference to be the more urgently demanded, “ as the ſervices 
of the Engliſh troops have been added to enforce the authority 
«« of the Sezawall;'““ and although he admits alſo, that even before 
that time ſimilar complaints and applications had been made; yet 
he did withhold the faid letter of complaint, a minute of which he 
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aſſerts he had, at or about that time, prepared for the relief of the 
ſufferer, from the Board of Council, and did not ſo much as pro- 
poſe any thing relative to the ſame for ſeven months after, viz. 
until the 6th of October 1783; the ſaid letter and minute being, 
as he aſlerts, ** awithbeld, from cauſes not neceſſary to mention, from 
«« preſentation ;”” by which means the ſaid country and Prince did 
ſuffer a long continuance of unneceſſary hardſhip ; for which the 
ſaid Haſtings confeſſed it was his duty to relieve them, and that 
2 Britiſh Reſident was neceſſary at Farruckabad, „ from a ſenſe 
« of ſubmiſſion to the implied orders of the Court of Directors, 
« in their letter of 1783, lately received, added to the conwic- 
tion I have LONG SINCE entertained of the neceſſity of ſuch 
« an appointment, for the preſervation of our national credit, and 
« the means of reſcuing an ancient and reſpectable family from 
ic rum.” 

And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did at length perform what he 
thought had long /ince been neceſſary, and in contradiction to his 
engagements with the Nabob, in the treaty of Chunar; and againft 
his ſtrong remonſtrances, urging his humiliation, from this meaſure, 
and the faith of the agreement, and againſt his own former declara- 
tion, that it concerned the reputation of our Government to remove 
our participation in the oppreſſions which he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
ſuppoſed the Prince of Farruckabad muſt undergo, did once more 
recommend to the Council a Britiſh Reſident at Farruckabad, and 
the withdrawing the native Sezawall; no courſe being left to the 
ſaid Haſtings to take, which was not a violation of ſome engage- 
ment, and a contradiction to ſome principle of juſtice and policy 
by him deliberately advanced and entered on record. 

That Mr. Willes being appointed Reſident, and having arrived at 
Farruckabad on the 25th of February 1784, with inſtructions to in- 
quire minutely into the ſtate of the country and the ruling family, 
he, the ſaid Reſident Willes, in obedience thereto, did fully ex- 
plain to him the Governor General, the faid Warren Haſtings, (he 
being then out of the Company's provinces at Lucknow, on a dele- 
gation which reſpected this very country, as part of the dependen- 
cies of Oude) the ſituation of the province of Farruckabad ; but 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not take or recommend any meaſure 
whatſoever for the relief thereof, in conſequence of the ſaid re- 
preſentation, nor even communicate to the Council General the 
ſaid repreſentation z and it was not until the 28th of June 1783, 
that is, ſixteen months from the arrival of the Reſident at his ſtation, 
that any thing was laid before the Board relative to the regulation 
or relief of the diſtreſſed country aforeſaid, and that not from the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, but from other members of the Council ; 
which purpoſed neglect of duty, joined to the preceding wilful 
delay of ſeven months in propoſing the ſaid relief originally, cauſed 
near two years delay. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings is farther 
culpable in not communicating to the Council Board the order which 
he had, of his own authority, and without any powers from them, 
given to the ſaid Reſident Willes, and thereby prevented them, and 
did thereby prevent them from taking ſuch ſteps as might counteract 
the ill effects of the ſaid order; which order purported that the ſaid 
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Willes was not to interfere with the Nabob of Farruckabad's Go- 
vernment, for the regulation of which he was in effect appointed to 
the Reſidency ; declaring as follows : ** I rely much on your mode- 
ration and good judgment, which I hope will enable you to re. 
«© gulate your conduct towards the Nabob and his /ervarrs in ſuch 
* a manner, that, without interfering in the executive part of his 
% government, you may render him eſſential ſervice by your counſel 
«© and advice. And this reſtriction the ſaid Haſtings did impoſe, 
which totally fruſtrated the purpoſe of the Reſident's miſſion, though 
he well knew, and had frequently ſtated the extreme 1mbecility and 
weakneſs of the ſaid Nabob of Farruckabad, and his ſubjection to 
unworthy ſervants, And in the minute of conſultation, upon 
which he founded the appointment, did ſtate the Nabob of Far. 
ruckabad as a weak and unexperienced young man, who had 
«© abandoned himſe!f entirely to the diſcretion of his ſervants ; and 
* the reſtoration of his independence was followed by a zeta! breach 
« of the engagements he had promiſed to tulkl, attended by pointed 
* initances of contumacy and diſreſpect.” And in the ſaid mi- 
nute the ſaid Haſtings adds, (as hefore mentioned) his principal 
ſervant and manager had propagated a report, that the ** znterfe. 
* rence (namely, his the {aid Haſtings's interference) to which his 
maſter owed the power he then enjoyed, was purchaſed by him,” 
the principal ſervant aforeſaid ; yet he, the ſaid Haſtings, who had 
aſſigned on record the character of the ſaid Nabob, and the conduct 
of his ſervants, and the aforeſaid report of his principal ſervant, ſo 
highly diſhonourable to him the faid Haſtings, as reaſons for taking 
away the independency of the Nabob of Farruckabad, and the 
ſubjecting him to the oppreſſion of the Nabob of Oude's officer, 
Almas Ali, did again himſelf eſtabliſh the pretended independence 
of the ſaid Prince of Farruckabad, and the real independence of 
his corrupt and pertidious ſervants, not againſt the Nabob of Oude, 
but againſt a Britiſh Reſident appointed by himſelf (““ as a cha- 

« racter eminently qualified for ſuch a charge”) for the correction 

of thoſe evils, and for rendering the Prince aforeſaid an uſeful ally 

to the Company, and reſtoring his dominions to order and plenty. 

That the ſaid Haſtings did not only diſable the Reſident at 
Farruckabad by his ſaid prohibitory letter, but did render his 

very remaining at all in that ſtation perfectly precarious by a ſubſe- 

quent letter, rendering him liable to diſmiffion by the Vizier; 
thereby changing the tenure of the Reſident's office, and changing 

him from a miniſter of the Company, dependent on the Governor- 
General and Council, to a dependent upon an untefſponſible power; 
in this alſo acting without the Council, and by his own uſurped 
authority: and accordingly the ſaid Refident did declare, in his 
letter of the 24th of April, 1785, “that the ſituation of the country 
© was more diltreſsful than when he (the Prince of Farruckabad) 
«« addreſſed himielt for relief in 1783, and that he was ſorry to 
« fay, that his appointment at Farruckabad was of no uſe.” That 
though the old tribute could not be paid, owing to famine, and 
other cauſes, it was increaſed by a new impolition,. making the 
whole equal the entire gro/s produce of the revenue; and that 
therefore there will not be any thing for the ſubſiſtence of the fe 
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« bob and family.” And the uncles of the ſaid Nabob of Far- 
ruckabad, the brethren of the late Ahmeed Khan, (who had ren- 
dered important fervices to the Company) and their children, in a 
petition to the Refident, repreſented, that ſoon after the ſucceſſion 


of Muzuffer Jung, their miſery commenced. The jaghires 
« (lands and eitates) on which they ſubſiſted were diſallowed. Our 


« diſtreſs is great, we have neither clothes nor food. Though we 


« felt hurt at the idea of explaining our ſituation, yet, could we 


« have found a mode of conveyance, we would have proceeded to 
© Calcutta for redreſs. The ſcarcity of grain this ſeaſon is an ad- 
«« ditional misfortune. With difficulty we ſupport life. From 
« your preſence, without the proviaces, we expect relief. It is 
* not the cuſtom of the Company to deprive the zemindars and 
e jaghurdars of the means of ſubſiſtence. To your juſtice we look 
« p.“ 

This being the ſituation of the perſon and family of the Nabob 
of Farruckabad and his neareſt relations, the ſtate of the country 
and its capital prevented from all relief by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, is deſcribed in the following words by the Reſident Willes : 

„ Almas Ali has taken the purgunnah of Marara at a very ina- 
« dequare rent, and his Aumils have ſeized many adjacent villa- 
« ges: the purguanahs of Cocutmow and Souje are conſtantly 
„ plundered by his people. The collection of the gauts near Futty 
« Ghur have been ſeized by the Vizier's Cutwal, and the zemin- 
« dars in four purgunnahs are ſo refractory as to have fortified 
„ themſelves in their gurries, and to refuſe all payments of reve- 
% nue. This is the ſtate of the purgunnahs ; aud Farruckabad, 
« which was once the ſeat of great opulence and trade, is naa daily 
*« deſerted by its inhabitants. Its walls mould:ring away; without 
« police, without protection; expoſed to the depredations of a banditti 
« of two or three hundred robbers, who, night after night, enter it 
'« for plunder, murdering all who oppoſe them, The ruin that has 
« overtaken this country is not to be wondered at, when it is confidered- 
„that there has been no ſtate, no ſtable government for many years. 
„There has been the Nabob Vizier's authority, his miniſters, the 


„ Reſidents at Lucknow, the Sezawalls, the camp authority, the 
« Nabob Muzuffer Jung's, and that of twenty dewans or adviſers. 


No authority ſuthciently predominant to eſtabliſh any regulations 
* for the benefit of the country: whilſt each authority has been 
' exerted as opportunity offered for temporary purpoſes.” 

„ Such being the preſent deplorable ftate of Farruckabad and its 
« diſtricts, in the enſuing year it will be in vain to look for reve- 
nue, if ſome regulations, equal to the exigency, be not adopted. 
„% The whole country will be divided between the neighbouring 
© powerful Aumils, the refractory zemindars, and banditti of rob- 
„bers; and the Patans, who might be made uſeful ſubjects, will 
* fly from the ſcene of anarchy, The criſis appears now come, 
that either ſome plan of government ſhould be reſolved on, ſo as 
to form faithful ſubjects on the frontier, or the country be given 
up to its fate; and if it be abandoned, there can be little doubt 
but that the Mahrattas will gladly ſeize on a ſtation ſo favourable 
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« intereſts the Hindoo zemindars, and poſſeſs themſelves of forts, 
which, with little expence, being made formidable, would give 
employment perhaps to the whole of our force, ſhould it ever be 
neceſſary to recover them.“ 

That the Council at Calcutta, on the repreſentation afore. 
ſaid, made by the Reſident at Farruckabad, did propoſe and 
record a plan for the better government of the ſaid country, but 
did delay the execution of the ſame, until the arrangements, made 
by the ſaid Haltings, with the Nabob Vizier ſhould be known; 
but the ſaid Haſtings, as far as in him lay, did entirely ſet aſide 
any plan that could be formed for that purpoſe, upon the baſis of 
a Britiſh Reſident at Farruckabad, by engaging with the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier, that no Britiſh influence ſhall be employed within 
his dominions; and he has engaged to that Prince, not to abandon 


Him to any other mode of relation; and he has informed the 


Court of Directors, that the territories of the Nabob of Oude will 
be ruined, if Reſidents are ſent to them; obſerving, that “ Re- 
“ fidents never will be ſent for any other purpoſes than thoſe of 
«« vengeance and corruption.“ . 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did declare to the Court of Direc- 
tors, that, in his opinion, the mode of relief moſt effectual, and moſt 
lenient, with regard to Farruckabad, would be to nominate one of the 
family of the Prince to ſuperintend his affairs, and to ſecure the 
payments; but this plan, which appears to be moſt connected with 
the rights of the ruling family, whilſt it provides againſt the imbe- 
cility of the natural Lord, and is free from his objection to a Reſi- 
dent, is the only one which the ſaid Haſtings never has executed, 
or even propoſed to execute. | 

That the ſaid Haſtings, by the agreements aforeſaid, has 
left the Company in ſuch an alternative, that they can neither 
relieve the ſaid Prince of Farruckabad from oppreſſion, without a 
breach of the engagements entered into by him the ſaid Haſtings 
with the Nabob Vizier, in the name of the Company, nor ſuffer 


him to remain under the ſaid oppreſſion without violating all faith, 


and all the rules of juſtice with regard to him. And the ſaid Haſ- 
tings hath directly made, or authoriſed, no leſs than fix revolutions 
in leſs than five years, in the aforeſaid harraſſed province; by which 
frequent and rapid changes of government, all of them made in 
contradiction to all his own declared motives and reaſons, for the 
ſeveral acts ſucceſiively done and undone in this trauſaction, the 
diſtreſſes of the country, and the diſorders in its adminiſtration, 
have been highly aggravated; and in the ſaid irregular proceed 
ings, and in the groſs and complicated violations of faith with all 
parties, the ſaid Haſtings is guilty of high crimes and miſde- 
meanors. | 
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No. VI. 
Deſtruction of the Rajah of Sahlone. 


I. HAT the late Nabob of Oude, Sujah ul Dowlah, did 


(on what reaſons of policy, or pretences of juſtice, 1s un- 
known) diſpoſſeſs a certain native perſon of diſtinction, or eminent, 


Rajah, reſiding in the country of Sahlone, ** the lineal deſc2ndant 
« of the moſt powerful Hindoo family in that part of Hindoſtan,“ 
of his patrimonial eſtate, and conferred the ſame, or part of the 
ſame, on his (the Nabob's) mother, as a jaghire [or eſtate] for 
the term of her life: and the mother of the Nabob, in order to 
quiet the country, and to ſatisfy, in ſome meaſure, the principal 
and other inhabitants, did allow and pay a certain penſion to the 
ſaid Rajah ; which penſion, on the general confiſcation of jaghires, 
(made at the inſtigation of the ſaid Warren Haitings) and by the 


letting the lands ſo confiſcated to farmers at rack rents, was diſcon- 


tinued, and refuſed to be paid; and the diſcontinuance of the ſaid 
penſion, ** on account of the perſonal reſpect borne to the Rajah, 
(as connections with him are ſought for, and thought 70 confer 
« Honour, ) did cauſe an univerſal diſcontent, and violent commo- 
tions, in the diſtrict of Sahlone, and other parts of the province of 
Oude, with great conſequent effuſion of blood, and interruption, 
if not total diſcontinuance, to the collection of the revenues in thoſe 
parts, other than the ſame was irregularly, and with great damage 
to the country, enforced by Britiſh troops. 


II. That Mr. Lumfdaine, the officer employed to reduce thoſe * 


diſordered parts of the province to ſubmiſſion, after ſeveral advan- 
tages gained over the Rajah and his adherents, and expelling him 
from the country, did repreſent the utter impoſſibility of bringing 
it to a permanent ſettlement “ merely by forcible methods; as in 
« any of his (the Rajah's) incurſions it would not be neceſſary to 
bring even a force with him, as the zemindars [landed proprie- 
* tors and frecholders] are much attached to the Rajah, whom 
they conſider as their hereditary prince, and never fail to aſſiſt 
* him; and that his rebellion againſt Government is not looked 
on as a Crime.” And Mr. Lumfdaine declared it“ as his clear 
opinion, that the allowing the ſaid Rajah a penfion ſuitable to 
„his rank and influence in the country, to be the moſt certain 
made of obtaining a permanent peace; alledging, among many 
other cogent reaſons, ** that the expence of the force neceſſary to 


* be employed to ſubdue the country might be ſpared, and em- 


* ployed elſewhere; and that the people would return to their 
* villages with their cattle and effects, and of courſe Government 
* have ſome ſ:curity for the revenue, whereas at preſent they haye 
* none;:” and the repreſentation containing that prudent and tem- 
perate counſel, given by a military man of undoubted informatioa, 
and perfect experience in the re circumſtance? of, the country, 
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was tranſmitted by the Reſident Briſtow to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
who did wilfully and criminally omit to order any relief to the ſaid 
Rajah, in conformity to the general ſenſe and wiſhes of the inha. 
bitants; a compliance with whoſe ſo reaſonable an expectation, his 
duty in reſtoring the tranquillity of the country, and in retrieving 
the honour of the Engliſh Government, did abſolutely require, 
But, inſtead of making ſuch proviſion, a price was ſet upon his 


head; and ſeveral bodies of Britiſh troops being employed to pur. 
ſue him, after many ſkirmiſhes and much bloodſhed, and mutual 


waſte of the country, the ſaid Rajah, honoured and reſpected by 


the natives, was hunted down, and at length killed in a thicket, 


No. VII. 


HAT the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company had 
laid down the following fundamental rules, for the conduct 
of ſuch of the Company's buſineſs in Bengal, as could be performed 
by contract; and had repeatedly and ſtrictly ordered the Governor 
and Council of Fort William to obſerve thoſe rules: viz. That ail 
contracts ſhould be publicly advertiſed, and the moſt reaſonable 
propoſals accepted ; that the contrafts of proviſions and for fur- 
niſhing draught and carriage bullocks for the army, ſhould be 
annual and, that they ſhould not fail to advertiſe for and receive 
propoſals for thoſe contracts every year, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in direct diſobedience to the ſaid 
poſitive orders, and, as the Directors themſelves ſay, by a moſt deti- 
berate breach of his duty, did, in September 1777, accept of propo- 
ſals offered by Erneſt Alexander Johnſon, for providing draught and 
carriage bullocks, and for victualling the Europeans, without ad- 
vertiſing for propoſals, as he was expreſ ly commanded to do, and 
extended the contract for rec years, Which was poſitively ordered 
to be annual; and, notwithſtanding that extenſion of the period, 
which ought at leaſt to have been compenſated by ſome advantage 
to the Company in the conditions, did conclude the ſaid contract 
upon terms leſs advantageous than the preceding contract, and therefor 
not on the loweſt terms procurable:— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in defiance of the judgment and lawful orders of his ſuperiors, 
which in this caſe left him no option, declared, that he di/approved 
of publiſhing for propoſals, and that the contract was reduced too law 
already; thereby avowing himſelf the advocate of the contractor, 
againſt whom, as repreſentative of the Company, and guardian of 
their intereſts, he properly was party, and preferring the advantage 
of the Contractor to thoſe of his own conſtituents and employers: 
That the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, having 
carefully conſidered the circumſtances and tendency of this tran{ac- 
tion, condemned it in the ſtrongeſt terms, declaring, that they would 
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zot permit the contract to be continued, and that, . if the Contrac- 
« tor ſhould think himſelf aggrieved, and take meaſures in conſe. 
% quence, by which the Company became involved in loſs or da- 
« mage, they ſhould certainly hold the majority of the Council re- 
«« ſponſible for ſuch loſs or 0 and proceed againſt them ac- 
« cordingly.— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in defiance of or- 
ders, which, the Directors ſay, were plain and unequivocal, did, in 
January 1777, receive from George Templer, a propoſal, eſſentially 
different from the advertiſement publiſhed by the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council for receiving propoſals for feeding the Company's 
elephants, and did accept thereof, not only without having recourſe 
to the proper means for aſcertaining whether the ſaid propoſal was 
the loweſt that would be offered, but with another actually before 
the Board, nearly 3o per cent. lower than that made by the ſaid 
George Templer, to whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings granted a 
contract, in the terms propoſed by the ſaid Templer, for three 
years, and did afterwards extend the ſame to five years, with new 
and diſtin conditions, accepted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, with- 


out advertifing for freſh propoſals, by which the Company were 


very conſiderable loſers :—On all which the Court of Directors de- 
clared, ©** That this waſte of their property could not be permitted; 
„that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, had diſregarded their autho- 
e rity, and diſobeyed their orders, in not taking the loweſt offers ;*" 
and they ordered that the contract for elephants ſhould be annul- 


led: and the ſaid Directors farther declared, that if the coutrac- 


„tor ſhould recover damages of the Company for breach of en- 
gagement, they were determined, in ſuch caſe, to 1nſtitute a ſuit 
„at law againſt thoſe Members of the Board who had preſumed, 
in direct breach of their orders, to prefer the intereſt of an indi- 
„ vidual to that of the Company.” — That the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings did, in the year 1777, conclude with —— Forde, a 
contract for an armed veſſel for the pilotage of the Chittigong Ri- 
ver, and for the defence of the coaſt and river againſt the incurſions 
of robbers, for the term of five years, in farther diſobedience of the 
Company's orders reſpecting the mode and duration of contracts, 
and with a conſiderable increaſe of expence to the Company :— 
That the farming out the defence of a country to a contractor, being 
wholly unprecedented, and evidently abſurd, could have no real 
objet but to enrich the contractor at the Company's expence; 
ſince, either the ſervice was not dangerous, and then the eſtabliſh- 
ment was totally unneceſſary, or, it it was a dangerous ſervice, it 
was evidently the intereſt of the contractor to avoid ſuch danger, 
and not to hazard the loſs of his ſhip or men, which muſt be re- 
placed at his own expence, and therefore that an active and faithful 
diſcharge of the contractor's duty was incompatible with his intereſt. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in farther defiance of the Com- 
pany's orders, and in breach of the eſtabliſhed rule of their ſervice, 
did, in the year 1777, conclude a contract with the Maſter and De- 
puty Maſter Attendant of the Company's Marine or Pilot ſervice, 
for ſupplying the ſaid marine with naval ſtores, and executing the 
ſaid ſervice for the term of two years, and without advertifing for 
propoſals; That the uſe and expenditure of ſuch ſtores, and the 
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direction of the pilot veſſels, is under the management, and at the 
diſpoſition of the Maſter Attendant, by virtue of his office: that he 
is officially the proper and regular check upon the perſon who fur. 
niſhes the ſtores, and bound by his duty to take care that all con- 
tracts for furniſhing ſuch ſtores are duly and faithfully executed ;— 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by uniting the ſupply and the 
check in the ſame hands, did not only diſobey the Company's ſpe. 
cific orders, and violate the fundamental rules and practice of the 
ſervice, but did overſet the only juſt and rational principle, on which 
this, and every other ſervice of a ſimilar nature, ought to be con- 
ducted ; and did not only ſubje& the Company's intereſt, in point 
of expence, to fraud and colluſion, but did thereby expoſe the na- 
vigation of the Bengal River to manifeſt hazard and diſtreſs ; con- 
fidering that it is the duty of the Maſter Attendant to take care 
that the pilot veſſels are conſtantly ſtationed in the roads to wait the 
arrival of the Company's ſhips, eſpecially in tempeſtuous weather, 
and that they ſhould be in a conſtant condition to keep the ſea; 
whereas it is manifeſtly the intereſt of the contractor, in the firſt 
inſtance, to equip the ſaid veſſels as ſcantily as poſſible, and after- 
wards to expoſe them as little as pofſible to any ſervice in which 
| the ſtores, to be replaced by him, might be loſt or conſumed : And 
finally, that in June, 1779, the ſaid contract was prolonged to the 
ſaid Maſter Attendant, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for the farther 
period of two years from the expiration of the tirit, withoart adver- 
tiling for propoſals.— That it does not appear that any of the Pre- 
ceding contracts have been annulled, or the charges attending any 
of them abated, or that the Court of Directors have ever taken any 


meaſures to compel the ſaid Warren Haſtings to indemnify the 


' Company, or to make good any part of the loſs incurred by the 
faid contracts. 

That in the year 1777 the ſaid Warren Haſtings did recommend 
and appoint John Belli, at that time his private Secretary, to be 
agent for ſupplying the Garriſon of Fort William with victualling 
ftores : 'That the ſtores were to be purchaſed with money advanced 
by the Company; and that the ſaid Agent was to be allowed a 
commiſſion, or per centage, for his riſque and trouble: That in or- 
der to aſcertain what ſum would be a reaſonable compenſation for 
the agent, the Governor General and Council agreed to conſult 
ſome of the principal merchants of Calcutta: That the merchants, 
ſo conſulted, reported their opinion, that 20 per cent. on the prime 
coſt of the ſtores would be a reaſonable compenſation to the agent: 
that, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſupported by the vote 
and concurrence of Richard Barwell, then a member of the Su- 
preme Council, did propoſe and carry it, that 3o per cent. per 
annum ſhould be allowed upon all ſtores to be provided by the 
agent: that the ſaid Warren Haſtings profeſſed, that“ he prefer- 
« red an agency to a contract for this ſervice ; becauſe, if it were 
«« performed by contract, it mult then be advertiſed, and the world 
e would know what proviſion was made for the defence of the 
« fort;” as if its being publicly known that the fort was well pro- 
vided for defence, were likely to encourage an enemy to attack it. 


— That in Auguſt 1779, in defiance of the principle laid down by 
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himſelf for preferring an agency to a contract, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did propoſe, and carry it, that the agency ſhould be con- 
verted into a contrad, to be granted to the ſaid John Belli, without 
advertiſing for propoſals, and fixed for the term of five years, “ pre- 
« tending that he had received frequent remonſtrances from the 
« ſaid agent, concerning the heavy lofles and inconveniencies to 
« which he was /ubjefed by the indefinite terms of his agency,” 
notwithſtanding it appeared, by evidence produced at the Board, 
that, on a ſupply of about 37,0007. he had already drawn a com- 
miſſion of 22,0007. and upwards.—That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
pledged himſelf, that, if required by the Court of Directors, the pro- 
fits ariſing from the agency ſhould be paid into the Company's treaſury, 
and appropriated as the Court ſhould diret.—'That the Court of Di- 
rectors, as ſoon as they were adviled of the firſt appointment of the 
ſaid agency, declared, that they conſidered the commiſſion of 20 
per cent. as an ample compenſation to the agent; and did poſitively 
order, that, according to the engagement of the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, „the commiſſion paid or to be paid to the ſaid agent, ſhould 
be reduced to 20 per cent.” That the ſaid John Belli did poſi- 
tively refuſe to refund any part of the profits he had received, or 
to ſubmit to a diminution of rhoſe which he was ſtill to receive; 
and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings has never made good his own 
voluntary and ſolemn engagement to the Court of Directors herein- 
above, mentioned : and as his failure to perform the ſaid engage- 
-. . . 
ment 15 a breach of faith to the Company ; ſo his performance of 
ſuch engagement, if he had performed it, and even his offering ta 
pledge himſelf for the agent, in the firſt inſtance, ought to be _— 
as preſumptive evidence of a connection between the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and the ſaid agent, his private Secretary; which ought not 
to exiſt between a Governor, acting in behalf of the Company, and 
a contractor making terms with ſuch Governor for the execution of 
a public ſervice. 

That before the expiration of the contract herein-before men- 
tioned, for ſupplying the army with draught and carriage bullocks, 
granted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to Erneſt Alexander Johnſon 
tor three years, the ſaid Warren Haitings did propoſe and carry it 
in Council, that a new contract ſhould be made, on a new plan, and 
that an offer thereof ſhould be made to Richard Johnſon, brother 
and executor of the faid contractor, without advertifing for propo- 
ſals, for the term of five years -I hat this offer was voluntarily ac- 
&pted by the ſaid Richard Johnſon, who, at the ſame time, deſired, 
and obtained, that the new contracts ſhould be made out in the 
name of Charles Croftes, the Company's accountant and Sub trea- 
ſurer at Fort William :— That the ſaid Charles Croftes offered the 
laid Richard Johnſon as one of his ſecurities for the performance of 
the ſaid contract, who was accepted as ſuch by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings; and that, at the requeſt of the faid contractor, the contract 
for victualling the Europeans ſerving at the preſidency was added to 
and united with that for furniſhing bullocks, and fixed for the ſame 
period: that this extenſion of the periods of the ſaid contracts was 
ot compenſated by a diminution in the charge to be incurred by 
e Company on that accuunt, as it ought to have been; but, on 


the 


— — — 


ä — 2 — et „32 ͤ UüUrkͤ Ä - 


ar 
— 


—— — — — . —˙ ew Ch 
-_ * _ — 2 — — — — 
— = + — . 


0 108 rern vw 


the contrary, the charge was immoderately increaſed by the new 
contracts; inſomuch, that it was proved, by ſtatements and compu. 
tations produced at the Board, that the increaſe on the victualling 
contract would, in five years, amount to 40, oo0 J.; and that the 
increaſe on the bullock contract, in the ſame period, would amount 
to above four hundred thouſand pounds: that when this, and many 
other weighty objections againſt the terms of the ſaid contracts were 
urged in Council to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he declared, that he | 
Hould deliver a reply thereto ; but it does not appear that he did ever | 
deliver ſuch reply, or ever enter into a juſtification of any part of | 
0 | his conduct in this tranſadion. That the Act of Parliament of 
{f 1773, by which the firſt Governor General and Council were ap. 
pointed, did expreſsly limit the duration of their office to the term } 
of five years, which expired in October 1779, and that the ſeveral q 
contracts, herein-before mentioned, were granted in September 2 
1779, and were made to continue five years after the expiration of 4 
the Government by which they were 8 ; and by this antici- 


0 pation, the diſcretion and judgment of the ſucceeding government, \ 
ii reſpecting the ſubje& matter of ſuch contracts, was taken away, and 
1 any correction or improvement therein rendered impracticable.— t 
0 That the ſaid Warren Haſtings might have been juſtified by the E 

| rules and practice, or by the neceſſity of the public ſervice, in bind- b 

ing the Government by engagements to endure one year after the 01 

expiration of his own office ; but on no N ang could he be juſ- Vi 

tified in extending ſuch engagements beyond the term of one year, T 

muck leſs on the principles he has avowed, namely, that it was ce 

% only an act of common juſtice in him to ſecure every man con- þ. 


© need with him, as far as he legally could, from the apprehenſion H 
«* of future oppreſſion.” — That the oppreſſion, to which ſuch ap- MW 
prehenſion, if real, muſt allude, could only conſiſt in and ariſe out IF b 
of the obedience which he feared a future government might pay to pa 
the orders of the Court of Directors, by making all contracts aznual, MW 
and advertiſing for propoſals publicly and indifferently, from all I pa 
K perſons whatever, by which it might happen that ſuch beneficial IM co, 
10 contracts would not be conſtantly held by men connected with him, pre 
| the faid Warren Haſtings :—that this declaration made by the ſaid IM Th 
Warren Haſtings, combined with all the circumſtances belonging to MW of 
- theſe tranſactioas, leaves no room to doubt that, in diſobeying the WW du; 
Company's orders, and betraying the truſt repoſed in him as guar- W wh 
dian of the Company's property, his object was to purchaſe the at- con 
tachment of a number of individuals, and to form a party capable ft: 
of ſupporting and protecting him in return. ſam 
That with the ſame view, and on the ſame principles, it appears Sir 
that exceſſive ſalaries and emoluments, at the Eaſt- ndia Company's bet; 
charge and expence have been laviſhed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ¶ my 
to ſundry individuals contrary to the general principles of his duty, Ii 
and in direct contradiction to the poſitive orders of the Court of Hus. 
Directors: particularly, that whereas by a reſolution of the Court I Chi 
of Proprietors of the Eaſt- India Company, and by an inſtruction of N exe, 
the Court of Directors, it was provided and expreſsſy ordered, I by t 
That there ſhould be paid to the late Sir John Clavering “ the Haſ 
„ {um of ſix thouſand pounds fizriing per annum in full for his N and 
* fcrvices 
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« ſervices as Commander in Chief, in lieu of travelling charges, 
« and of all other advantages and emoluments whatever ;** and 
whereas the Court of Directors poſitively ordered that the late Sir 
« Eyre Coote ſhould receive the /ame pay as Commander in Chief of 
« their forces in India, as was received by Licutenant-general Sir 
« [ohn Clavering ;%—the ſaid Warren Haſtings, nevertheleſs, 
within a very ſhort time after Sir Eyre Coote's arrival in Bengal, 
did propoſe and carry it in Council, that a new eſtabliſhment 
ſhould be created for Sir Eyre Coote, by which an increaſe of ex- 
pence would be incurred by the India Company to the amount of 
eighteen thouſand pounds a year and upwards, excluſive of and in 
addition to his ſalary of ten thouſand pounds a year, provided for 
him by act of Parliament as a member of the Supreme Council, 
and excluſive of and in addition to his ſalary of fix thouſand pounds 
a year as Commander in Chief, appointed for him by the Company, 
and expreſsly fixed to that amount. 

That the diſobedience and breach of truſt of which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was guilty in this tranſaction, is highly aggra- 
vated by the following circumitances connected with it: that from 
the death of Sir John Clavering to the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote in 
Bengal, the proviſional command of the army had devolved to, and 
been veſted in, Brigadier-general Giles Stibbert, the eldeſt officer 
on that eitabliſhment ; that in this capacity, and, as the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings has declared, “ ſtanding no way diſtinguiſhed 
« from the other officers in the army, but by his accidental ſucceſ- 
* fion to the firit place on the liſt,” he, the ſaid Giles Stibbert, 
had, by the recommendation and procurement of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, received and enjoyed a ſalary and other allowances to 
the amount of 13,854]. 125. per annum.—That Sir Eyre Coote, 
ſoon after his arrival, repreſented to the Board, that a conſiderable 
part of thoſe allowances, amounting to 8220/. tos. per annum, 
ought to devolve to himſelf as Commander in Chief of the Com- 
pany's forces in India; and ſtating, that the ſaid Giles Stibbert 
could no longer be conſidered as Commander in Chief under the 
preſidency of Fort William, made a formal demand of the ſame.— 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of reducing the allowances 
of the ſaid Giles Stibbert to the eſtabliſhment at which they ſtood 
during General Clavering's command, and for the continuance of 
which, after Sir Eyre Coote's arrival, there could be no pretence, 
continued the allowances of thirteen thouſand eight hundred and 
hifty-four pounds per annum to the ſaid Giles Stibbert; and at the 
ſame time, in order to appeale and ſatisfy the demand of the ſaid 
dir Eyre Coote, did create for him that new eſtabliſhment, herein- 
before ſpecified, of eighteen thouſand pounds per annum; inſo- 
much, that inſtead of the allowance of A thouſand pounds a year, 
in lien of travelling charges and of all emoluments and allowances 
whatſoever, to which the pay and allowances of Commander in 
Chief were expreſsly limited by the united act of the legiſlative and 
executive powers of the Company, the annual charge to be borne 
by the Company on that account was increaſed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to the enormous ſum of thirty-eight thouſand two hundred 
and {ſeventeen pounds ten —_ ſterling. | 


That 
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That on the ſirſt of November 1779, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
move and carry it in Council, “that the Reſident at the Vizier's court 
t© thould be furniſhed with an account of all the extra-allowances 
and charges of the Commander in Chief when in the field, with 
«« Orders to add the ſame to the debit of the Vizier's account, as a 
* part of his general ſubſidy; the charge to commence from the 
* day on which the General ſhall paſs the Carumnaſſa, and to 
% continue till his return to the ſame line.” That this addi. 
tional expence, impoſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings on the Vizier, 
was unjuſt in itſelf, and a breach of treaty with that Prince, the 
ſpecific amount of the ſubſidy to be paid by him having been fixed 
by a treaty, to which no addition could juſtly be made, but at the 
previous requiſition of the Vizier:— That the Court of Directors, 
In their letter of the 18th of October, 1780, did condemn and pro- 
hibit the continuation of the allowances above- mentioned to Sir 
Eyre Coote, in the following words:“ Theſe allowances appear 
« to us in a light ſo very extraordinary, and fo repugnant to the 
«« ſpirit of a reſolution of the General Court of Proprietors, reſpect. 
«ing the allowance made to General Clavering, that we poſitively 
direct that they be diſcontinued immediately, and no part thereof 
« paid after the receipt of this letter.” That on the 27th of April 
1781, the Governor General and Council, in obedience to the 
orders of the Directors, did ſignify the ſame to the Commiſſary 
General, as an inſtruction to him, that the extraordinary allowances 
to Sir Eyre Coote ſhould be diſcontinued, and no part thereof paid 
after that day: That it appears, nevertheleſs, that the ſaid extra 
allowances (amounting to above twenty thouſand: pounds ſterling 
a year) were continued to be charged to the Vizier, and paid to 
Sir Eyre Coote, in defiance of the orders of the Court of Directors; 
in defianee of the conſequent reſolution of the Governor General 
and Council; and in contradiction to the terms of the original mo- 
tion, made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for adding thoſe allow- 
ances to the debit of the Vizier, viz. ** that they ſhould continue 
till Sir Eyre Coote's return to the Carumnaſla.” That Sir Eyre 
Coote arrived at Calcutta about the end of Auguſt 1780, and muſt 
have croſſed the Carumnaſſa, in his return from Oude, ſome weeks 
before, when the charge on the Vizier, if at any time proper, ought 
to have ceaſed. That it appears that the ſaid allowances were 
continued to be charged againſt the Vizier, and paid to Sir Eyre 
Coote, for three years after, even while he was ſerving in the 
Carnatic, and that this was done by the ſole authority and private 
command of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 

That the Eaſt-India Company, having thought proper to create 
the office of Advocate General in Bengal, and to appoint Sir John 
Day to that office, it was reſolved, by a General Court of Proprie- 
tors, that a falary of 3ocol. a year ſhould be allowed to the ſaid Sir 
John Day, in full conſideration of all demands and allowances awhat- 

feever for his ſervices to the Company at the Prefidency of Fort 
William: — That the faid Warren Haſtings, nevertheleſs, ſhortly 
after Sir John Day's arrival in Bengal, did increaſe the ſaid Sir 
John Day's ſalary and a!lowances to fix thouſand pounds a year, 
in direct diſobedience of the reſolution of the Court of Proprietors, 
and 
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and of the order of the Court of Directors: That the Directors. 
as ſoon as they were informed of this proceeding, declared, „that 
« they held themſelves bound by the reſolution of the General 
« Court, and that they could not allow it to be diſregarded by the 
« Company's ſervants in India; and ordered that the increaſed 
allowances ſhould be forthwith diſcontinued. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after having firſt thought it ne- 
ceſſary, in obedience to the orders of the Court of Directors, to 
ſtop the extraordinary allowance which he had granted to Sir John 
Day, did afterwards reſolve that the allowance, which had been 
ſtruck off, ſhould be repaid to him, upon his ſigning an obligation 
to refund the amount which he might receive, in caſe the Directors 
ſhould confirm their former orders, already twice given :—That in 
this tranſaction the ſaid Warren Haſtings trifled with the authority 
of the Company, eluded the repeated orders of the Directors, and 
expoſed the Company to the riſque and uncertainty of recovering, 
at a diſtant period, and perhaps by a proceſs of law, a ſum of 
money, which they had poſitively ordered him not to pay. 

That, in the latter part of the year 1776, by the death of 
Colonel Monſon, the whole power of the government of Fort 
William devolved to the Governor and one member of the Council; 
and that from that time the Governor General and Council have 
generally conſiſted of an even number of perſons, in conſequence 
of which the caſting voice of the ſaid Warren Haſtings has uſually 
prevailed in the deciſion of all queſtions :—That about the end of 
the year 1776 the whole civil eſtabliſhment of the ſaid government 
did not exceed 205, 399l. per annum; that in the year 1783 the ſaid 
civil eſtabliſnment had been increaſed to the enormous annual ſum 
of 927,9451.—That ſuch increaſe in the ciyil eſtabliſhment could 
not have taken place, if h ſaid Warren Haſtings, who was at the 
head of the Government, with the power annexed to the caſtin 
voice, had not actively promoted the ſaid increaſe, which he had 
power to prevent, and which it was his duty to have prevented. 
That by ſach imme rate waſte of the property of his employers, and 
by ſuch ſcandalous breach of his fidelity to them, it was the intention, 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to gain and ſecure the attachment and ſup- 
port of a multitude of individuals, by whoſe united intereſt, influence, 
and intrigues, he hoped to be protected againſt any future inquiry 
into his conduct: — That it was of itſelf highly criminal in the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings to have ſo waſted the property of the Eaſt India 
Company, and that the purpoſe to be obtained by ſuch waſte was 
a great aggravation of that crime.——That among the various in- 
ſtances of profuſion by which the civil eſtabliſhment of Fort Wil- 
lam was increaſed to the enormous annual ſum herein-before men- 
toned, it appears that a ſalt office was created, of fix commiſſioners, 
whoſe annual emoluments were as follow, VIE. 


Preſident, or Comptroller, per annum - L. 18,480 
1ſt member 4 - - — 13,100 
2d ditto — — - — 11,480 
3d ditto - - - - 13,183 
4th ditto '. - - 2 6,257 
5th ditta - * 4 - 10,307 


73 4 72,807 


| 
| 
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That a Board of Revenue was created by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


conſiſting of five Commiſſioners, whoſe annual emoluments were as 
fellow, viz. | | 


1k member, per annum - - L. 10,950 
2d ditto — - - - 9,100 
zd ditto - - - - 9,100 

BY 4th ditto - - - - 9,100 . 
5th ditto - - = - 9,109 
L. 47,350 


That David Anderſon, Eſq; firſt member of the ſaid Board, did 
not execute the duties, though he received the emoluments, of the 
ſaid office; having acted, for the greateſt part of the time, as Am- 
baſſador to Madajee Scindia, with a farther ſalary of 4280l. a year, 
making in all 15,230). a year. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did create an office of agent 
victualler to the garriſon of Fort William, whoſe profits, on an 
average for three years, were 15,9701. per annum ;—'That this 
agency was held by the Poſtmaſter General, who, in that capacity, 
received 2200l. a year from the Company, and who was actually 
no higher than a writer in the ſervice :— That the perſon who held 
theſe lucrative offices, viz. John Belli, was private ſecretary to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings created a nominal office of Refi. 
dent at Goa, where the Company never had a Reſident, nor buſi- 
neſs of any kind to tranſact, and gave the ſaid nominal office to a 
perſon who was not a covenanted ſervant of the Company, with an 
allowance of 42 80l. a year. 


That theſe inſtances are proofs of a criminal profuſion and high | 


breach of truſt to the India Company in the ſaid Warren Hallings, 
under whoſe government, and by means of whoſe ſpecial power, 
derived from the effect of his caſting voice, all the ſaid waſte and 

profuſion did take place. | 
That at the end of the year 1780, when, as the Court of Direc- 
tors aſhrm, the Company were in the utmoſt diſtreſs for money, and 
almoſt every department in arrear, and when it appears that there 
was a great ſcarcity and urgent want of grain at Fort St. George, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtmgs did accept of a propoſa] made to him by 
James-Peter Auriol, then Secretary to the Council, to ſupply the 
prelidency of Fort St. George with rice and other articles, and did 
appoint the ſaid Auriol to be the agent for ſupplying all the other 
preſidencies with thoſe articles :—'That the faid Warren Haſtings 
declared, that the intention of the appointment“ was moſt likely 
„ to be fulfilled by a liberal conſideration of it,“ and therefore 
allowed the ſaid Auriol a commiſſion of 15 per cent. on the whole 
of his diſburſements; thereby rendering it the direct intereſt of the 
ſaid Auriol to make his diſburſements as great as poſhble :—'That 
the chance of capture by the enemy, or danger of the ſea, was to 
be at the riſque of the India Company, and not of the ſaid Auriol: 
— That the faid Warren Haſtings declared perſonally to the ſaid 
Auriol, „that this poſt was intended as a reward for his long and 
| faithful 
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« faithful ſervices.” That the Preſident and Council of Bombay 
did remonſtrate againſt what they called the enormous amount of the 
charges of the rice with which they were ſupplied, which they ſtate 
to be nine rupees a bag at Calcutta, when they themſelves could 
have contracted for its delivery at Bombay, free of all riſque and 
charges, at five rupees and three ſixteenths per bag; and that even 
at Madras, where the diſtreſs and demand was greateſt, the ſupplies 
of grain by private traders charged to the Company, were nineteen 
per cent. cheaper than that ſupplied by the ſaid Auriol, excluſive 
of the riſque of the ſea and of capture by the enemy :— That it 
is ſtated by the Court of Directors, that the agent's commiſſion on 
a ſupply of a /ingle year (the ſaid commiſſion being not only charged 
on the prime colt of the rice, but alſo on the freight and all — — 
charges) would amount to pounds ſterling twenty-ſix thouſand eight 
hundred and ſeventy-three, and by the ſaid Auriol himſelf is ad- 
mitted to amount to 18,2921.—That William Larkins, the Ac- 
comptant General at Fort William, having been ordered to examine 
the accounts of the ſaid agent, did report to the Governor General 
and Council, that he found them to be corredt inthe additions and cal. 
culations ; and that then the ſaid Larkins adds the following decla- 
ration : ** The agent being upon honour with reſpect to the ſums 
charged in his accounts for the colt of the articles ſupplied, [ 

did not think myſelf authorized to require any woucher of the 
ſums charged for the demurrage of ſloops, either as to the time 
« of detention, or the rate of the charge, or of thoſe for the arti- 
cles loſt in going down the river; and on that ground I thought 
myſelf equally bound to admit the ſums acknowledged as received 
for the ſales of goods returned, without requiring vouchers of 
the rates at which they were fold.” — That in this tranſaction 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of a high breach of truſt 
and duty, in the unneceſſary expenditure of the Company's money, 
and in ſubjecting the Company to a profuſion of expence, at all 
times wholly unjuſtifiable, but particularly at a time when that 
expence was incurred, That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guilty 
of a breach of orders, as well as breach of truſt, in not advertiſing 
generally for propoſals; in not contrading indifferently for the ſup- 
plies with ſuch merchants as might offer to furniſh them on the 
loweſt terms; in giving an enormous commiſſion to an agent, and 
that commiſſion not confined to the prime colt of the arucles, but 
to be computed on the whole of his charges; in accepting of the 
honour of the ſaid agent as a ſuſhcient voucher for the coſt of the 
articles ſupplied, and for all charges whatever, on which his com- 
miſſion was to be computed; and finally, in giving a lucrative 
agency for the ſupply of a diſtreſſed and ſtarving province, as a re- 
ward to a Secretary of State, whoſe labours in that capacity ought 
to have been rewarded by an avowed public falary, and not other- 
wiſe. —That after the firſt year of the ſaid agency was expired, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did agree, that for the future the commiſſion 
to be drawn by the ſaid agent ſhould be reduced to five per cent. 
which the Governor General and Council then declared to be rhe 
cuſlomary amount drawn by merchants ; but that, even in this re- 
duction of the commillion, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guiky of 
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a deception, and did not in fact reduce the commiſſion from 15 to 
5 per cent. having immediately after reſolved that he, the agent, 
mould be allowed the current intereſt of Calcutta upon all his 
drafts on the Treaſury from the day of their dates, until they 
ſnould be completely liquidated : That the legal intereſt of money 
in Bengal is twelve per cent. per annum, and the current intereſt 


from 8 to 10 per cent. 


No. VIII. 


1 before the appointment of the Governor and Council 
of Fort William by act of Parliament, the allowances made by 
the Eaſt-India Company to the Preſidents of that Government were 
abundantly ſufficient; and that the ſaid Preſidents in general, and 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings particularly, was reſtrained by a ſpecific 
covenant and indenture, which he entered into with the Company, 
from accepting any gifts, rewards, or gratuities whatſoever, on any 
account or pretence whatſoever : — That, in the regulating act paſſed 
in the year 1773, which appointed the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, a falary 
of 25,0001. a year was eſtabliſhed for him; to which the Court of 
Directors added, that he ſhould enjoy their principal houſes, 
„ with the plate and furniture, both in town and country, rent- 
« free.” That the ſame law which created the office and provided 
the ſalary of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did expreſsly, and in the 
cleareſt and moſt comprehenſive terms that could be deviſed, pro- 
hibit him from receiving any preſent, gift, or donation, in any 
manner, or on any account whatſoever ; and that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings perfectly underſtood the meaning, and acknowledged the 
binding force of this prohibition, before he accepted of the office to 
which it was annexed, He knew, and had declared, that the pro- 
hibition was poſitive and deciſive; that it admitted neither of refine- 
ment or miſconſtruction; and that, in his cpinion, an oppoſition would 
be to incur the penalty. 
That, notwithſtanding the covenants and engagements above 
mentioned, it appears in the recorded proceedings of the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William, that ſundry charges have 
been brought againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings for gifts or preſents 
corruptly taken by him before the promulgation of the a& of 1773 
in India, and that theſe charges were produced at the Council 


Board, in the preſence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings : That, in 


March 1775, the late Rajah Nuncomar, a native Hindoo, of the 
higheſt calt in his religion, and of the higheſt rank in ſociety, by 
the offices which he had held under the country government, did 


lay before the Council an account of various ſums of money, paid 
by him to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, amounting to 40,000. and 


upwards, 
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upwards, for offices and employments corruptly diſpoſed of by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, and did offer and engage to prove and eſta- 
þliſh the ſame by Fficient evidence : That this account is tated 
with a minute particularity and preciſion ; the date of each pay- 
ment, down to that of ſmall ſums, is ſpecified ; the various coins 
in which ſuch payments were ſeverally made, are diſtinguiſhed ; 
and the different perſons through whoſe hands the money paſſed 
into thoſe of the ſaid Warren Haſtings are named :—That ſuch 
particularity on the face of ſuch a charge, ſuppoſing it falſe, is fa- 
vourable to the party wrongfully accuſed, and expoſes the accuſer 
to an inſtant and eaſy detection; for though, as the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings himſelf has obſerved on another occaſion, ** papers may 
« be forged, and evidences may appear in numbers, to atteſt them, 
yet it mult always be an ea/y matter to detect the falſity of any 
« forged paper produced, by examining the wiineſles ſeparately, 
« and ſubjecting them to a ſubſequent croſs examination ; in which 
* caſe, if falſe, they will not be able to perſevere in one regular 
«« conſiſtent ſtory.“ 

Whereas, if no advantage be taken of ſuch particularity in the 
charge to detect the falſehood thereof, and if no attempt to diſprove 
it, and no defence whatever be made, a preſumption juſtly and rea- 
ſonably ariſes in favour of the truth of ſuch charge: That t he 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of offering any thing in his defence, 
declared, that he would not ſuffer Nuncomar to appear before the Board 
as his accuſer . That he attempted to indict his ſaid accuſer for a 
conſpiracy, in which he failed; and that the ſaid Rajah Nuncomar 
was ſoon after, and while his charge againſt the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings was depending before the Council, indicted upon an Engliſh 
penal ſtatute, which does not extend even to Scotland, before the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, for an offence ſaid to have been com- 
mitted ſeveral years before, and not capital by the laws of India, 
and was condemned and executed :— That the evidence of this man, 
not haviug been encountered at the time, when it might and ought 
to have been, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, remains juſtly in force 
againſt him, and is not abated by the capital puniſhment of the ſaid 
Nuncomar, but rather confirmed by the time and circumſtances in 
which the accuſer of the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſuffered death :— 
That one of the offices, for which a part of the money above men- 
tioned is ſtated to have been paid to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was 
given by him to Munny Begum, the widow of the late Myr Jaffier, 
Nabob of Bengal, whoſe ſon, by another woman, holds that title at 
preſent ;— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings had been inſtructed by the 
Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company to appoint ** a MI 
* ni/ter to tranſact the political affairs of the Government, and to 
* ſele& for that purpole ſome perſon well qualified for the affairs 
of Government, to be the miniſter and guardian of the Nabob's 
minority: — That for theſe offices, and for the execution of the 
leveral duties belonging to them, the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſelected 
and appointed the ſaid Munny Begum, a woman evidently unqua- 
lified for, and incapable of ſuch offices, and reſtrained from actin 
in ſuch capacities, by her neceſſary ſecluſion from the world, — 
retirement in a ſeraglio:— That a conſiderable deficiency or embez- 
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zlement appearing in this woman's account of the young Nabob'; 
ſtipend, ſhe voluntarily declared, by a writing under her ſeal, that 
ſhe had given 15,0001. to the ſaid Warren Haſtings for an enter. 
tainment ; which declaration correſponds with, and confirms that 
part of the charge produced by Raja Nuncomar, to which it re. 
lates:— That neither this, nor any other part of the ſaid charge, 
has been at any time directly denied or diſputed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, though made to his face, and though he was repeatedly 
accuſed by his colleagues, who were appointed by Parliament at the 
fame time with bimſelf, of peculation of every fort :— That, inſtead 
of promoting a ſtrict inquiry into his conduct for the clearance of 
his innocence and honour, he did repeatedly endeavour to elude and 
ſtifle all inquiry, by attempting to diſſolve the meetings of the 
Council at which ſuch charges were produced, and by other means, 
and has not fince taken any ſteps to diſprove or refute the ſame ;— 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſo long ago as September 1775, 
aſſured the Court of Directors, That it was his fixed determina- 
tion moſt fully and liberally to explain every circumſtance of his 
conduct on the points on which he had been injuriouſly arraigned, 
and to afford them the cleareſt conviction of his own integrity, 
% and of the propriety of his motives for declining a preſent de. 
« fence of it;“ and having never ſince given to the Court of Di. 
rectors any explanation whatever, much leſs the full and liberal ex 
Planation he had promiſed ſo repeatedly, has thereby abandoned 
even that late and protracted defence, which he himſelf muſt have 
thought neceſſary to be made at ſome time or other; and which he 
would be thought to have deferred to a period more ſuitable and 
convenient than that in which the facts were recent; and the im- 
preſſion of theſe, and other charges of the ſame nature againit him, 
was freſh and unimpaired in the minds of men. | 
That on the 3oth of March 1775, a member of the Council pro- 
duced and laid before the Board a petition from Myr Zein Abul 
Dheen, (formerly farmer of a diſtrict, and who had been in credi- 
table ſtations) ſettingſforth, that Khan ſehan Cawn, then Phouſdar 
of Houghly, had obtained that office from the ſaid Warren Haſ— 
tings, With a ſalary of feventy-two thouſand Sicca rupees a year; 
— that the ſaid Phon/dar had given à receipt of tribe to the patron 
of the city, meaning Warren Haſtings, to pay him annually thirty- 
ſix thouſand rupees a year, and alſo to his benyan, Cantoo Baboo, 
four thouſand rupees a year, out of the falary above mentioned.— 
That by the 35th article of the iuſtructions given to the Governor 
General and Council, they are directed “ immediately to cauſe the 
«« ſtricteſt inquiry to be made into all opprefiions, which might have 
been commited either againſt the natives or Europeans, and into 
« all abuſes that might have prevailed in the collection of the re- 
„„ yennes, or any part of the civil government of the Preſidency, 
* and to communicate to the Directors all inſormation which they 
* might be able to obtain relative thereto, or to any diſſipation or 
„ embezzlement of the Company's money.” —That the above pe- 
tition and inſtroction having been read in Council, it was moved 
that the petitioner ſhould be ordered to attend the next day to make 
good his charge. — That the faid Warren Haſtings declared, „ that 
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„it appeared to him to be the purpoſe of the majority to make 
« him the ſole object of their perſonal attacks. — Thar they had 
« taken their line, and might purſue it.— That he ſhould have 
« other remarks to make upon this tranſaction; but as they would 
« be equally applicable to many others, which in the courſe of this 
% huſineſs were likely to be brought before the Board, he ſhould 
« ſay no more on the ſubje& ;”—and he objected to the motion.— 
That by the preceding declaration, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
admit, that many other charges were likely to be brought againſt 
him, and that ſuch charges would be of a ſimilar nature to the firſt, 
viz. a corrupt bargaining for the diſpoſal of a great office, fince he 
— that his remarks on that tranſaction would be equally ap- 
plicable to the reſt; and that, by objecting to the motion for the 
perſonal attendance of the accuſer, he reliſted and difobeyed the 
Company's inſtruftions ; and did, as far as depended on his power, 
endeavour to obſtruct and prevent all inquiry into the charge. That. 
in ſo doing, he failed in his duty to the Company; he diſobeyed their 
expreſs orders, and did leave the charge againſt himſelf without a 
reply, and even without a denial; and with that unavoidable pre- 
ſumption againſt his innocence, which lies againſt every perſon ac- 
cuſed, who not only refuſes to plead, but, as far as his vote goes, 
endeavours to prevent an examination of the charge, and to ſtifle 
all inquiry into the truth of it.— That the motion having been ne- 
vertheleſs carried, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the day fol- 
lowing, declare, ** that he could not fit to be confronted with ſuch 
« accuſers, nor ſuffer a judicial inquiry into his conduct, at the 
« Board of which he was Preſident, and declared the meeting of 
% the Board diſſolved.” — That the Board continued to fit and exa- 
mine witnefles, ſervants of the Phouſdar, on oath and written evi- 
dence, being letters under the hand and ſeal of the Phouſdar, all 
directly tending to prove the charge; v1z. that out of the ſalary of 
ſeventy-two thouſand rupees a year paid by the Company, the ſaid 
Phouſdar received but thirty-two thouſand, and that the remainder 
was received by the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his banyan.—That 
the Phouſdar, though repeatedly ordered to attend the Board, did, 
under various pretences, decline attending until the 19th of May, 
when the letters ſtated to be his, that is, under his hand and ſeal, 
being ſhewn to him, it was propoſed by a member of the Board, 
that he ſhould be aſked, whether he had any objection to ſwear to 
the truth of ſuch anſwers as he might make to the queſtions pro- 
oP by the Board.— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings objected to his 

eing put to his oath.— That the queſtion was nevertheleſs put to 
him, in conſequence of a reſolution of the Board. — That he firſt 
declined to ſwear, under pretence that it was a matter of ſerious con- 
ſequence to his character to take an oath ; and, when it was finally left 
to his option, he declared, Mean people might ſwear, but that 
{© his character would not allow him; that he could not ſwear, and 
* had rather ſubject himſelf to a loſs. That the evidence in ſup- 
port of the charge being on oath, was in this manner left uncontra- 
dicted ; that it was admitted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that 
neither Muſſulmen or Hindoos are forbidden by the precepts of 
their religion to ſwear, That it is not true, as the ſaid Warren 
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Haſtings aſſerted, that it was repugnant to the manners either of 
H indoos or Muſſulmen; and that if, under ſuch pretences, the na. 
tives were to be exempted from taking an oath, when examined hy 
the Governor and Council, all the inquiries pointed out to them by 
the Company's inſtructions might ſtop or be defeated. —'That no 
valid reaſon was, or could be aſſigned, why the ſaid Phouſdar ſhould 
not be examined on oath ; that the charge was not againſt himſelf; 
and that, if any queſtions had been put to him, tending to make 
him accuſe himſelf, he might have declined to anſwer them. —That, 
if he could have ſafely ſworn to the innocence of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, from whom he received his employment, he was bound 
in gratitude, as well as juſtice, to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to 
have conſented to be examined on oath.— That not having done fo, 
and having been ſupported and abetted in his refuſal by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings himſelf, whoſe character and honour were imme— 
diately at ſtake, the whole of the evidence for the truth of the 
charge remains unanſwered, and in full force againſt the ſaid War. 
ren Haſtings, who on this occaiion recurred to the declaration he 
had before made to the Directors, viz. ** That he would moſt fully 
„ and liberally explain every circumſtanee of his conduct,“ but 
has never ſince that time given the Directors any explanation what- 
ſoever of his ſaid condutt.—And finally, that when the Court of 
Directors, in January 1776, referred the queſtion (concerning the 
legality of the power aſſumed, and repeatedly excerciſed by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, of diſſolving the Council at his pleaſure) to the 
late Charles Sayer, then Standing Council of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany, the ſaid Charles Sayer declared his opinion in favour of the 
power; but concerning the uſe and exerciſe of it, in the caſes ſtated, 
did declare his opinion in the following words: “ I believe he, 


% Warren Haſtings, is the firſt Governor that ever diſſolved | 


« Council inquiring into his behaviour when he was innocent.” Be. 
fore he could ſummon three councils, and diſſolve them, he had time 
fully to conſider what would be the reſult of ſuch conduct, 40 con- 
wince every body beyond a doubt of his conſcious guilt, 

That by a reſolution of a majority of the Council, conſtituting 
a lawful act of the Governor General and Council, the ſaid Khan 
Jehan Khan was diſmiſſed from the office of Phouſdar of Hughly, 
for a contempt of the authority of the Board. — That, within a 
few weeks after the death of the late Colonel Monſon, the number 
of the Council being then even, and all queſtions being then deter- 
mined by the Governor General's caſting voice, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did move, and carry it in Council, that the ſaid Khan 
Jehan Khan thould be reſtored to his office; — and that re- 
ſtoraticn not having been preceded, accompanied, or followed by 
any explanation or defence whatſcever, or even by a denial of the 
ſpecific and circumſtantial charge of colluſion with the ſaid Khan 
Jehan Khan, has confirmed the truth of the ſaid charge. 

That, beſides the ſums charged to have been paid to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by the ſaid Nuncomar, and Munny Begum, and 
Khan Jehan Khan, and beſides the ſum of one hundred and ten 
thouſ:nd pounds, already mentioned to have been accepted without 
keſitation by him as a preſent on the part of the Nabob of you 
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and that of his miniſters, the circumſtances of which have been par“ 
ticularly reported to the Houſe of Commons, 1t appears by the con- 
fefion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he has, at different times 
fince the promulgation of the act of 1773, received various other 
ſums, contrary to the expreſs prohibition of the ſaid act, and his 
own declared ſenſe of the evident intent and obligation thereof,— 
That in the month of June 1780, the ſaid Warren Haſtings made 
to the Council, what he called “ a very unuſual tender, by offering 
« to exonerate the Company from the expence of a particular 
* meaſure, and to zake it upon himſelf; declaring that he had al- 
ready depoſited two lacks of rupees (or twenty-three thouſand 
% pounds) in the hands of the Company's Sub-'Treaſurer for that 
« ſervice.” — That in a ſubſequent letter, dated the 2gth of No- 
vember, 1780, he informed the Court of Directors, that “ this mo- 
« ney, by whatever means it came into their poſſeſſiun, was ut his 
e own ;”” but he did not then, nor has he any time fince, made 
known to the Court of Directors, from whom, or on what account, 
he received that money, as it was his duty to have done in the firſt 
inſtance ; and, notwithſtanding the ſaid Directors ſigniſied to him 
their expectation that he ſhould communicate to them immediate 
« information of the channel by which this money came into his 
« poilefſion, with a complete illuſtration of the cauſe or cauſes of 
« {o extraordinary an event:”—}Put, from evidence examined in 
England, it has been diſcovered, that this money was received by 
the ſaid Warren Haltings from Cheit Sing, the Rajah of Benares, 
who was ſoon after diſpoſſeſſed of all his property, and driven from 
his country and government by the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 

That notwithſtanding the declaration made by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, that he had actually depoſited the ſum above mentioned 
in the hands of the Company's Sub-Treaſurer for their ſervice, it 
does not appear, that ** any entry whatſoever of that, or any other 
payment by the Governor General, was made in the treaſury 
« accounts, at or about the time,” nor is there any trace in the 
Company's books of its being actually paid into their treaſury, 

It appears, then, by the confeſſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
that this money was received by him; but it does not appear that 
he has converted it to the property and uſe of the Company. 

That in a letter from the {aid Warren Hattings to the ſaid Court 
of Directors, dated the 22d of May, 1782, but not diſpatched, as 
it might and ought to have geen at that time, but detained and kept 
back by the ſaid Warren Haſtings till the 16th of December fol- 
lowing, he has con feſſed the receipt of various other ſums, amount. 
ing (with that which he accepted from the Nabob of Oude) to 
nearly two hundred thouſand pounds, which ſums he affirmed had 
been converted to the Company's property through his means, but 
without diſcovering from whom, or on what account he received 
the ſame.— That, inſtead of converting this money to the Compa— 
ny's property, as he affirmed he had done, it appears that he had 
lent the greater part of it to the Company upon bonds bearing in- 
tereſt, which bonds were demanded and reccived by him, and, for 
aught that yet appears, have never been given up or cancelled. — 
That for another conſiderable part of the above-mentioned ſum, he 
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has taken credit to himſelf, as for a depoſit of his own property, 

and therefore demandable by him out of the Company's treaſury, 

at his diſcretion.— That all ſums ſo lent or depoſited are not ale. 

nated from the perſon who lends or depoſits the ſame, conſequently, 

that the declaration made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he had 

converted the whole of theſe ſums to the Company's property, was 

no: true; nor would fuch a transfer, if it had really been made, 

have juſtifed the ſaid Warren Haſtings in originally receiving the 
money; which being, in the firit inſtance, contrary to law, could 
not be rendered legal by any ſubſequent diſpoſition or application 
thereof; much leſs would it have juſtiſied the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
in delaying to make a diſcovery of theſe tranſactions to the Court 
of Directors, until he had heard of the inquiries then begun, and 
proceeding in Parliament, in finally making a diſcovery, ſuch as it 
is, in terms the moſt intricate, obſcure, and contradictory. That, 
inſtead of that full and clear explanation of his conduct, which the 
Court of Directors demanded, and which the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was bound to give them, he has contented himſelf with telling the 
ſaid Directors, that if this matter was to be expoſed to the view of 
* the public, his reaſons for acting as he had done might furniſh 
« a variety of conjecures, to which it would be of little uſe to 
*© reply. That he either choſe to conceal the firſt receipts from 
public curioſity, by recciving bonds for the amount, or poſſibly 
cc acted without any ſtudied defign which his memory could at that 
% diſtance of time verify; and. that he could have concealed them 
« from their eye, and that of the public, for ever.“ That the 
diſcovery, as far as it goes, eſtabliſhes the guilt of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in taking money againſt law, but does not warrant a 
conclufion, that he has diſcovered al that he may have taken. 
That, on the contrary, ſuch diſcovery not being made in proper 
time, aid when made, being imperfect, perplexed, and wholly 
unſatisfattory, leads to a juſt and reaſonable preſumption, that 
other facts of the ſame nature have been concealed, fince thoſe 
which he has conſeſſed might have been for ever; and that this 
partial con feſſion was either extorted from the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
by the dread of detection, or made with a view of removing {ul- 
picion, and preventing any farther inquiry into his conduct. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in a letter to the Court of Di- 
rectors, dated the 21ſt of February, 1784, has confeſſed his having 
privately received another ſum of money, the amount of which he 
has not declared, but which, from the application he ſays he has 
made of it, could not be lets than thirty-four thouſand. pounds 
ſterling.— hat he has not informed the DircEtors from whom he 
received this money, at what time, nor on what account; but, on 
the contrary, has attempted to juſtify the receipt of it, which was 
illegal, by the application of ir, which was unauthoriſed and un- 
warrantable, and which, if admitted as a reaſon for receiving mo- 
ney privately, would conititute a precedent of the mot dangerous 
nature to the Company's ſervice.— That in attempting to jultily 
the receipt aud application of the {aid money, he has endeavoured 
to eſtabliſh principles of conduct in a governor, which tend to ſub- 
vert all order and regularity in the conduct of public buſineſs, to 
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encourage and facilitate fraud and corruption in all offices of pecu- 
niary truſt, and to defeat all inquiry into the miſconduct of any 
perſon in whom pecuniary truſt is repoſed.— That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in his letter above mentioned, has made a declaration to 
the Court of Directors in the following terms: Having had 
« occaſion to diſburſe from my own caſh many ſums, which, 
« though required to enable me to execute the duties of my 
« ſtation, I have hitherto omitted to enter in my public accounts, 
„and my own fortune being unequal to ſo heavy a charge, I have 
« reſolved to reimburſe myſelf in a mode the moſt ſuitable to the 
« ſituation of your affairs, by charging the ſame in my Durbar ac- 
counts of the preſent year, and crediting them by a ſum privately 
&« received, and appropriated to your ſervice in the ſame mannet 
with other ſums received on account of the honourable Company, 
% and already carried to their account.” - Phat, at the time of 
writing this letter, the ſaid Warren Haſtings had been in poſſeſſion 
of the government of Fort William about twelve years, with a clear 
ſalary, or avowed emoluments, at no time leſs than 25,0001. 
ſterling a year, excluſive of which, all the principal expences of 
his reiidence were paid for by the Company.— That if the ſervices 
mentioned by him were required to enable him to execute the 
duties of his ſtation, he ought not to have omitted to enter them 
in his public accounts, at the times when the expences were in- 
curred. That if it was true, as he affirms, that when he firſt en- 
gaged in theſe expences, he had no intention to carry them to the 
account of che Company, there was no ſubſequent change in his 
fituation which could juſtify his departing from that intention.— 
That if his own fortune, in the year 1784, was unequal to fo 
heavy a charge, the ſtate of his fortune, at any earlier period, muſt 
have been ſtill more unequal to ſo heavy a charge. That the fact 
ſo aſſerted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings leads directly to an infe- 
rence palpably falſe and abſurd, viz. That the longer a Governor 
General holds that lucrative office, the poorer he mutt become.— 
That neither would the aſſertion, if it were true, nor the in- 
ference, if it were admitted, juſtify the conduct avowed by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in refolving to reimburſe himſelf out of the 
Company's property without their conſent or knowledge.—That 
the account tranſmitted in this letter is ſtiled by himſelf an aggre- 
gate f a contingent account of twelve ears. — That all contingent 
accounts ſhould be ſubmitted to thoſe who ought to have an official 
control over them, at annual or other ſhorter periods, in order that 
the expence already incurred may be checked and examined, and 
ſimilar expences, if diſapproved of, may be prohibited in time: 
that after a very long period 1s elapſed, all check and control over 
ſuch expences is impracticable; and, if it were practicable in the 
preſent inſtance, would be completely uſeleſs, ſince the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, without waiting for the conſent of the Directors, did 
reſolve to reimburje himſelf. — That the conduct of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in withholding theſe accounts for twelve years together, 
and then reſolving to reimburſe himſelf without the conſent of his 
employers, has been fraudulent in the firſt inſtance, and, in the 
ſecond, amounts to a denial and mockery of the authority placed 
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over him by law; and that he has thereby ſet a dangerous example to 
his ſucceſſors, and to every man in truſt or office under him.— That 
the mode in which he has reimburſed himſelf, is a crime of a much 
higher order, and greatly aggravates whatever was already criminal 
in the other parts of this tranſaction.— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in declaring that he ſhould reimburſe himſelf, by crediting the com- 
pany, by a ſum privately received, has acknowledged himſelt guilty of 
an illegal act, in receiving money privately.— That he has ſuppreſſed 
or withheld every particular which could throw any light on a con- 
duct ſo ſuſpicious in a governor,- as the pri vate receipt of money.— 
That the general confeſſion of the private receipt of a large tum in 
groſs, in which no circumſtance of time, place, occaſion, or perſon, 
nor even the amount is ſpecified, tends to cover or protect any act 
of the ſame nature (as far as a general confeſſion can protect ſuch 
acts) which may be detected hereafter, and which, in fact, may 
not make part of the groſs ſum ſo confeſſed, and that it tends to 
perplex and defeat all inquiry into ſuch practices.— Phat the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, in ſtating to the Directors that he has reſolved to 


reimburſe himfelf in a mode the moſt ſuitable to the ſituation of their 
affairs, viz. by receiving money privately againſt law, has ſtated a 
preſumption highly injurious to the integrity of the ſaid Directors; 
viz. that they will not object to, or even enquire into any extraordina- 
Ty expences incurred and charged by their Governors in India, pro- 
vided ſuch expences are reimburſed by money privately and 1lle- 
gally received. — That he has not explained what that fituation of 
their affairs was or could be, to which ſo dangerous and corrupt a 
principle was or might be applied. —That no evidence has been 
produced to prove that it was true, nor any ground of argument 
ſtated to ſhew that it might be credible, that any native of India 
had voluntarily and gratuitouſly given money privately to the faid 
Warren Haſtings, that is, without ſome proſpe& of a benefit in 
return, or ſome dread of his reſentment, if he refuſed. — That it is 
not a thing to be believed, that any native would give large ſums 
privately to a governor, which he refuſed to give or lend publicly 
to Government, unleſs it were to derive ſome adequate ſecret ad- 
vantage from the favour, or to avoid ſome miſchief from the enmity 
of ſuch Governor. — That the late confeſſions made by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, of money received againſt law, are no proof that he 
did not originally intend to appropriate the ſame to his own ule, 
ſuch confeſſions having been made at a ſuſpicious moment, when, 
and not before, he was apprized of the inquiries commenced in the 
Houſe of Commons, and when a dread of the conſequence of thoſe 
inquiries might a& upon his mind ; that ſuch confeſſions, from the 
obſcure, intricate, and contradictory manner in which they are 
mad-, imply guilt in the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as far as they go; 
that tney do not furniſh any colour of reaſon to conclude that he 
has confeſſed all the money which he may have corruptly received; 
but that, on the contrary, they warrant a juſt and reaſonable pre- 
ſumption, that in diſcovering ſome part of the bribes he had received, 
he hoped to Jull ſuſpicion, and thereby conceal and ſecure the reſt. 

That the Court of Directors, when the former accounts of theſe 
tranſactions came before them, did ſhew an evident diſpoſition not 
by $ to 


SR 104K - 123 


to cenſure the ſaid Warren Haſtings, but to give the moſt favour- 
able conſtruction to his conduct; that nevertheleſs they found 
themſelves obliged to confeſs that the ſtatement of thoſe tranſac- 
« tions appeared to them in many parts /o unintelligible, that they 
e felt themſelves under the neceſſity of calling on the Governor 
« General for an explanation, agreeably to his promiſe voluntarily 
% made to them.“ 

That their letter containing this requiſition, was received in Bengal 
in the month of Auguſt 1784, and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
not embark for England until the 2d of February 1785, but made 
no reply to that letter before his departure, owing, as he has fince 
ſaid, to a variety of other more important occupations :==That, under 
pretence of ſuch occupations, he neglected to tranſmit to the Court 
of Directors a copy of a paper, which, he ſays, contained the only 
account he ever kept of the tranſaction. That ſuch a paper, or a 
copy of it, might have been tranſmitted, without interrupting 
other important occupations, if any could be more important than 
that of giving a clear and ſatisfactory anſwer to the requiſition of 
the Directors. That ſince his arrival in England, he has written 
a letter to the Chairman of that Court, profeſſedly in anſwer to 
their letter above mentioned, but in fact giving no explanation or 
ſatisfaction whatſoever on the points which they had declared to be 
unintelligible, That the terms of his letter are ambiguoys. and 
obſcure, ſuch as a guilty man might have recourſe to, in 8. 4 to 
cover his guilt, but ſuch as no innocent man, from whom nothing 
was required but to clear his innocence, by giving plain anſwers to 
plain queſtions, could poſſibly have made uſe of. That in his let- 
ter of the 11th of July 1785, he ſays, © That he has been kindly 
« apprized that the information required as above was yet expeed 
% from him : That the ſubmiſſion, which his reſpe& would have 
« enjoined him to pay to the command impoſed on him, was 40% 
* to his recollection; perhaps from the ſtronger impreſſion which the 
« firſt and diſtant peruſal of it had left on his mind, that it was 
rather intended as a reprehenſion for ſomething which had given 
e offence in his report of the original tranſaction, than as expreſſive 
ce of any want of a farther elucidation of it.” 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in affecting to doubt whether the 
information expreſsly required of him by his employers, was ex- 
pected or not, has endeavoured to juſtify a criminal delay and eva- 
tion in giving it. That, conſidering the importance of the ſubject, 
and the recent date of the command, it is not poſſible that it could 
be loſt to his recollection; much leſs is it poſſible that he could have 
underſtood the ſpecific demand of an anſwer to ſpecific queſtions to 
be intended only as a reprehenſion for a former offence, viz. the 
offence of withholding from the Directors that very explanation 
which he ought to have given in the firſt inſtance. That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in his anſwer to the ſaid queſtions, cautiouſly 
avoids affirming or denying any thing, in clear poſitive terms, and 
profeſſes to recollect nothing with abſolute certainty. That he has 
not, even now, informed the Directors of the name of any one 
perſon from whom any part of the money in queſtion was received, 
nor what was the motive of any one perſon for giving the ſame, 


That 


„ 
* 
2 = _ de. Y * - * — — — 
4 - FS 2 * _— "vs 5 5 
- *+ {+ _* © a ky” - a of n Bos 0 : - x2 * 
— p = * — 2 2 gy — — 


124 V 


That he has, indeed, declared, that his motive for lending to the 
Company, or depoſiting in their treaſury, in his own name, money 
which he has, in other places, declared to be their property, way 
to avoid oftentation, and that lending the money was the leaſt liall; 
10 refledlion; yet, when he has ſtated theſe and other conjectural 
motives for his own conduct, he declares he vill not affirm, though 
he is firmly perſuaded, that theſe were his ſentiments on the occaſion. 
That of one thing only the ſaid Warren Haſtings declares he i; 
certain, viz. ** That it was his deſign originally to have concealed 
„the receipt of all the ſums, except the ſecond, even from the 
% knowledge of the Court of Directors; but that when fortune threy 
« a ſum in his way of a magnitude which could not beconcealed, and 
«© the peculiar delicacy of his ſituation, at the time in which he 
«« received it, made him more circumſpect of appearances, he ch 
„to apprize his employers of it.“ That the ſaid Warren Haſting; 
inſorms the Directors, that he had indorſed the bonds taken by 
him for money belonging to the Company, and lent by him to the 
Company, in order to guard againſt their becoming a claim on the Con- 
pany, as part of his eftate in the event of his death; but he has not 
affirmed, nor does it any where appear, that he has ſurrendered 
the ſaid bonds as he ought to have done. That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in affirming that he had not time to anſwer the queſtions 
put to him by the Directors while he was in Bengal—in not bringing 
with him to England the documents neceſſary to enable him to anſwer 
thoſe queſtions, or in pretending that he has not brought them—in 
referring the Directors back again to Bengal for thoſe documents, 
and for any farther information on a ſubject on which he ha 
given them no information, and particularly in referring then 
back to a perſon in Bengal for a paper, which he ſays contained 
the only account he ever kept of the tranſaction, while he himlelt 
profeſſes to doubt whether that paper be fill in being, whether 1b 6! 
in the hands of that perſon, or whether that perſon can recollect an 
thing diſtinctly concerning it has been guilty of groſs evaſions, and 
of palpable prevarication and deceit, as well as of contumacy and 
diſobedience to the lawful orders of the Court of Directors; 
and thereby confirmed all the former evidence of his having con- 
ſtantly uſed the influence of his ſtation for the moſt ſcandalous 
Mlegal, and corrupt purpoſes. 
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No. IX. 


HAT Warren Haſting, by his agent, Lauchlin Maclcane, 
Eſq ; on the 10th of October, in the year 17706, “ ſigniſied to 

« the Court of Directors, his defire to reſign his office of Governor 
« General of Bengal, and requeſted their nomination of a ſuc- 
« cefſor to the vacancy, which would be thereby occationed 
in the Supreme Council: the Court of Directors did there-- 
upon defire the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane “ to inform them of the 
« authority under which he ated in a point of ſuch very great 
« jmportance ;*” and the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane, agnifying 
« thereupon his readineſs to give the Court every poſſible ſatis- 
« faction on that ſubject, but the powers with which he was en- 
* trulted by the papers in his cuttod „being mixed with other 
% matters of a nature extremely confidential, he would ſubmit 
« the ſame to the inſpection of any three of the members of the 
« Court: the ſaid Court of Directors empowered the Chairman, 
Deputy Chairman, and Richard Beecher, Eſq; to inſpect the 
authorities, powers, and directions, with which Mr. Macleane 
was furniſned by Mr. Haſtings, to make the propoſitions con- 
tained in his letter of the roth of October 1776, and to report 
their opinion thereon. And the faid Committee did accordingly, 
on the 23d of the ſaid month, report“ That, having conferred 
« with Mr. Macleane on the ſubject of his letter preſented to the 
« Court the 11th inſtant, they found, that, from the purport of Mr. 
« Haſtings's inſtructions, contained in a paper in his own hand- 
writing, given to Mr, Macleane, and produced by him to them, 
„% Mr. Haſtings declared, he would not continue in the govern- 
„ment of Bengal, unleſs certain conditions, therein ſpecified, 
„ could be obtained, of which they ſaw no probability; and 
„Mr. George Vanſittart had declared to them, that he was pre- 
« ſent when theſe inſtructions were given to Mr, Macleane, and 
« when Mr, Haſtings empowered Mr. Macleane, to declare his 
* relignation to the ſaid Court; that Mr. Stewart had likewiſe 
* contirmed to them, that Mr. Haſtings declared to him, that he 
had given directions to the above purpoſe by Mr. Macleane,” 
And the Court of Directors, having received from the ſaid re- 
port, due ſatisfaction reſpecting the authority, veſted in the ſaid 
Lauchlin Macleane, to propoſe the ſaid reſignation, of the office 
of Governor General of Bengal, did unanimouſly reſolve to ac- 


— 


cept the ſame; and did alſo, under powers veſted in the ſaid Court, 


by the act of the 13th year of His preſent Majeſty, “ nominate' 
„and appoint, Edward Wheler, Eſq; to ſucceed to the office 
in the Council of Fort William, in Bengal, which will become 
* vacant by the ſaid reſignation, if ſuch nomination ſhall be ap- 
„proved by his Majeſty :** which nomination and appointment, 
was afterwards in due torm approved and confirmed by his Ma- 
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That the Court of Directors did, by a poſtſcript to their gehes 
ral letter, dated 25th October 1776, acquaint the Governor Ge— 
neral and Conncil at Calcutta, of their acceptance of the faid re- 
ſignation; of their appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſq; to fil 
the ſaid vacancy, and of his Majeſty's approbation of the ſaid ap- 
pointment, together with the grounds of their ſud proceedings; 

and did tranſmit to the ſaid Governor General and Council, copies 
of the ſaid inſtruments, of appointment and confirmation. 

That the ſaid diſpatches fromthe Court of Directors, were receir. 
ed at Calcutta, and were read in Council on the 19th day of June, 
in the year 1777 ; and that Warren Haſtings, Eſq; having taken 
no ſteps to yield the government to his ſucceſſor, General Claver. 

ing, and having obſerved a profound filence on the fſubjct 
of the ſaid diſpatches, he the ſaid General Clavering did, 
on the next day, being the 20th of June, by a letter addreſſed 
to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, require him to ſurrender the 
keys of Fort William, and of the Company's treaſuries: but 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did pofitively refuſe to comply with 
the ſaid requiſition, “ denying that his office was vacated, and 
deeclaring his reſolution, to aſſert and maintain his authority by 
& every legal means.“ 

That the ſaid General Clavering, concciving that the office ot 
Governor General was vacated, by the arrival of the faid dil- 
patches, which acquainted the Council General of tie refignation 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the appointment of the fail 
Edward Whcler, Eſq; and that he, the ſaid General Clavering, 
had, in conſequence thereof, legally ſucceeded, under the pro- 

. viſion of the act of the 13th year of His preſent Majeſty's reign, 

to the ſaid oilice of Governor General become vacant in the man- 

ner aforeſaid; did, in virtue thereof, iſſue, in his own name, 

ſummonſes to Richard Barrel, Eſq; and Philip Francis, Eſq; 

members of the Council, to attend the ſame ; and in the pre- 
ſence of the ſaid Philip Francis, Eſq; who obeyed the fa 
ſummons, did take the oaths as Governor General, and did 
fit and preſide in Council as Governor General, and prepared ſe— 
veral acts and reſolutions in the ſaid capacity of Governor Gent- 
ral; and did, amongſt other things, prepare a proclamation to be 
made of his ſaid ſucceſſion to the government, and of its com: 

meneing from the date of the ſaid proclamation ; but did not carry 
any of the acts or reſolutions ſo prepared into execution, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, notwithſtanding thereof, 
and in purſuance of his reſolution, to aflert and maintain his aw 
thority, illegally and unjuſtifiably ſummon the Council to mect 

in another department, and did ft and preſide therein, apart from 
the ſaid General Clavering and his Council; and in conjunction 
with Richard Barwell, Eſq; who concurred therein, iſſued fun— 
dry orders, and did ſundry acts of government belonging to the 
office of Governor General; and, amongſt others, did order 
ſeveral letters to be written in the name of the Governor 
General and Council, and did ſubſcribe the fame, to the Com 
mandmeut of the Garriſon of Fort William; and to the com- 
manding Ollicer at Barrackpore; and to the commandin! 
Oiheers 
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Oſfcers at the other ſtations; and alſo to the Provincial Councils, 


and Collectors in the provinces; enjoining them ſeverally “ to 
„ obey no orders, excepting ſuch as thould be ſigned by the ſaid 
„Warren Haſtings, or a majority of his Council.“ 

That the faid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſaid proceedings, 


which were contrary both to law and to good faith, conttitute a 


double government, thereby deſtroying and annihilating all go- 
rernment whatever; and, by his ſaid orders to the military 
officers, did prepare for open reſiſtance by arms, expoiug thereby 
the ſettlement and all the inhabitants, ſubjects of, or dependent 
on, the Britiſh Government, whether native or European, 
not only to political diſtractions, but to the horrors of civil war; 
and did, by expoſing the diviſions and weakneſs of the Supreme 
Government, and thereby looſening the obedience of the pro- 
rinces, ſhake the whole foundation of Britiſh authority, and immi- 
nently endanger the exiſtence of the Britiſh nation in India. 

That the faid evils were averted only by the moderation of the- 
ſad General Clavering, and Philip Francis, Eſq; in conſenting 
to a reference, and ſubmitting to the decifion of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, although they entertained no doubts 
themſelves on the legality of their proceedings, and the validity of 
General Clavering's inſtant right to the chair ; and although they 
were not in any way bound by law to conſult the taid Judges, who 
had no legal or judicial authority therein, in virtue of their 
athces, or as à Court of Juſtice ; but were conſulted, and inter- 
poſed their advice only as individuals, by the voluntary reference 
of the parties in the ſaid diſpute. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
by his declaration, entered in minutes of Council, “ that it was 
„ his determination to abide by the opinion of the Judges,“ and 
by the meaſures he had previouſly taken as atoreſaid, to enforce 
the ſame by arms, did riſque all the dangerous conſequences 
above mentioned; which mult have taken place, if the tazd Ge- 
neral Clavering, and Philip Francis, Eſq; had not been more 
tender of the public interes, and lefs tenacious of their own 
rights, and had perſiſted in their claim, as they were by law 
intitled to do, the extra-judicial interpoſition of the Judges not- 
withilanding ; and from which claim they receded only from their 
dere to preſerve the peace of the ſettlement, and to prevent the 
miſchiefs which the illegal reſiſtance of the faid Warren Haſtings 
would otherwiſe infallibly have occahoned. 

That after the ſaid Judges had delivered their opinion,“ That 
the place and office of Governor General of his Pretidency, 
had not yet been vacated by Warren Haſtings, and that theactual 
aſſumption of the government, by the member of the Council, 
next in ſucceſſion ro Mr. Haſtings, in conſequence of any de- 
duction which could be made from the papers communicated 
to them, would be abſolutely illegal.” Aud after the ſaid Ge- 
neral Clavering, and Philip Francis, Eſq; had ſigniſied to the 
fad Warren Hallings, by a letter dated the 21ſt of June, “ their 
intention to acquiefce in the ſaid opinion of the Judges ;*” and 
when the differences in the Supreme Council were by theie means 
gompolgd, and the clan conſequent thereon were ene 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and Richard Barwell, Eſq; did once 
more endanger the public peace and ſecurity, by other 1llegal, 
unwarrantable, and unprovoked acts of violence ; having omit- 
ted to ſummon either the ſaid General Clavering, or the ſaid 
Philip Francis, Eſq; to Council; and having in a Council held 
thus privately and clandeſtinely, and contrary to law, on the 
22d day of June, come to the following reſolutions, viz. 

„ Reſolved, — That by the ſaid acts, orders, and declarations 
« of Lieutenant-general John Clavering, recited in the 
« foregoing papers [meaning the proceedings of General Claver- 
ing, in his ſeparate Council on the 2oth of June] he has ac- 
& tually —. and aſſumed, and taken poſſeſſion of the place 
“ and office of Governor General of the Prefidency of Fort Wil 
< liam in Bengal, granted by the act of the 13th of His preſent 
« Majeſty to Warren Haſtings, Eſq; 

„ Reſolved, —That Lieutenant-general John Clavering has 
thereby relinquiſhed, reſigned, ſurrendered, and vacated, the 
office of Senior Counſellor of Fort William in Bengal. 

+ Reſolved, —That Lieutenant-general John Clavering has 
thereby relinquiſhed, refigned, ſurrendered, and vacated, his 
place of Commander in Chief of the Company's forces in India. 
„ Refolved, —That Richard Barwell, Eſq; by virtue of the 
ſaid act of Parliament, and by the death of the Honourable 
«© George Monſon, Eſq; is promoted to the office of Senior 
„ Counſellor of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, in 
© conſequence of the ſaid relinquiſhment, reſignation, ſurrender, 
© and vacation of General Clavering. 

© Reſolved, - That the office of Commander in Chief of the 
© Company's forces in India, by the relinquiſhment, reſignation, 
* ſurrender, and vacation, of General Clavering, and by the death 
* of the Honourable George Monſon, Eſq; does no longer exiſt. 

© Reſolved, — That, for the preſervation of the legality of our 
© proceedings, Lieutenant-general John Clavering be not in fu— 
ture ſummoned or admitted as a member of the Governor Ge- 
% neral and Council,” 

And the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell, Eſq; did 
again fit in Council the next day, being the 24d of June, with- 
out ſummoning either General Clavering, or Philip Francis, Eſq; 
and did come to ſeveral other reſolutions, and make ſeveral or- 
ders, contrary to law or juſtice, and inconſiſtent with the tranquil- 
lity and the ſecurity of the ſettlement ; that is to ſay, they order- 
ed their ſecretary © to notify to General Clavering that the 
„Board had declared his offices of Senior Counſellor and Com- 
* mander in Chief to be vacant; and to furniſh him with a copy 
<< of theſe proceedings, containing the grounds of the Board be 
& the aforeſaid declaration.“ 

And they ordered extracts of the ſaid proceedings “ to be iſſued 
% in general orders, with letters to all the provincial Councils 
and military ſtations, directing them to publiſh the ſame in ge- 
<< neral orders :”* and they reſolved, © That all military returns 
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ebe made to the Governor General and Council, in their mili- 
„ tary department, until a Commander in Chief ſhall be appoint- 


„ed by the Company.“ 
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That on the day following, that is to ſay, on the 24th of June, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did again omit to ſummon General Cla- 
vering to Council, and did again, together with Richard Barwell, 
Eſq; who concurred therein, adhere to and confirm the ſaid ille- 

al reſolutions come to on the two former days, declaring 
« that they could not be retracted but by the preſent authority of 
« the law, or by future orders from home ;*”” and aggravating 
the guilt of the ſaid unjuſtifiable acts, by declaring, as the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, “ that they were not the precipitate effects 
« of an inſtant and paſſionate impulſe, but the fruits of long and 
« moſt temperate deliberations, of inevitable neceſſity, of the 
« ſtricteſt ſenſe of public duty, and of a conviction equal in its 
„ jmprefhon on his mind to abſolute certainty.” 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was the leſs excuſable in this 
obſtinate adherence to his former unjuſt proceedings, as the ſaid 
declarations were made in anſwer to a motion made by Philip 
Francis, Eſq; for the reverſal of the ſaid proceedings, and to a 
minute — drag the ſaid motion; in which Mr. Francis ſet 
forth, in a clear and forcible manner, and in terms in which the 
Court of Directors have fince declared their entire concurrence, 
both the extreme danger and the illegality and invalidity of the 
faid proceedings of Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell, Eſq; 
concluding the ſaid minute by the following conciliatory declara- 
tion : “ And, that this ſalutary motion may not be impeded b 
„any idea or ſuſpicion that General Clavering may do any a 
« inconſiſtent wh the acquieſcence which both he and I have 
„ avowed in the deciſion of the judges, I will undertake to an- 
„ ſwer for him in this reſpect ; or that, if he ſhould depart from 
the true ſpirit and Meaning of that acquieſcence, I will not be a 
party with him in ſuch proceedings.“ 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings could not plead ignorance of the 
law in excuſe for the ſaid illegal acts, as it appears, from the pro- 
ceedings of the four preceding days, that he was well acquainted 
with the tenure by which the members of the Council held their 
offices under the act of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty, and had 
ſtated the ſame as a ground for retaining his own office, contrary 
to an expreſs declaratation of the Court of Directors, and an in- 
ſtrument under the ſign manual of His Majeſty : and the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, in their reaſons for their deciſion in his 
favour, had ſtated the proviſions in the ſaid act, ſo far as they 
related to the matter in diſpute; from which it appeared, that 
there were but four grounds on which the office of any member 
ot the Council could be vacated; namely, death, removal, re- 
ſignation, or promotion. And as the act contined the power of 
removal to © His Majeity, his heirs and ſucceſſors, upon repre- 
„ ſentation made by the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 
Company for the time being ;* and conferred no ſuchy power 
on the Fe General, or a majority of the Council, to re- 


move, on any ground, or for any cauſe whatever, one of their 
colleagues; fo, granting the claim of General Clavering to the 
chair, and his acts done in furtherance thereof, to have been il- 
legal and criminal in whatever degree, yet it did not furniſh to 
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he reſt of the Council any ground to remove him from his office 
of  Counſelior, under the provitions of the ſaid att; and there 
could therefore remain only his refgnation or promotion, us à poſ. 
fible means of vacating his faid office. But with regard to the 
promotion of General Clavering to the office of Governor Gene, 
ral, although he claimed it himſelf, yet, as Mr. Haſtings did 
not admit it, and as, in fact, it was even receded from by General 
Clavering, it could not be conſidered, at leaſt by Mr. laſtings, 
as a valid ground for vacating his office of Senior Counſellor, ſince 
the act requires for that pupoſe, not a rejected claim, but an 
actual and eſfectual promotion; and General Clavering's office of 
Counſellor could no more be vacated by ſuch a naked claim, unſup- 
ported and diſallowed, than the feat of a member of the Houſe of 
Commons could be vacated, and a new writ iſſued to ſupply the 
vacancy, by his claim to the office of ſteward to the Chiltern 
Hundreds, when His Majeſty has refuſed to appoint him to the 
ſaid office. And with regard to refignation, although the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, as a colour to his illegal reſolutions, had affect— 
edly introduced the word“ refigned,”” amongſt thoſe of “ relin- 
6 quithed, turrendered, and vacated,” yet he well knew that 
General Clavering had made no offer nor declaration of his reſig— 
nation of his offices of Senior Counſellor and Commander in 
Chief; and that he did not claim the office of Governor General 
on the ground of any ſuch reſignation made by himſelt, but on 
the ground of a reſignation made by the ſand Warren Haſtings, 
which reſignation the faid Warren Haſtings did not admit; and the 

ſe of the term eigne, on that occaſion, was therefore a manifeſt, 
and wilful miſconſtruction and miſapplication of the words of the act 
of His preſent Majeſty. And ſuch mitinterpretation and falſe exten- 
fion of the term of reſignation was the more indecent in the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, as he was at the fame moment diſavowing and refuſ— 
ing to give effect to his own clear and expreſs reſignation, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the word, as uſed in the ſaid act, 
made by his agent, duly authorized and inſtructed by himſelf ſo 
to do, to an author:ty competent to receive and accept the ſame. 
That although the ſaid Warren Haflings did afterwards recede 
from the ſaid illegal meaſures, in compliance with the opinion and 
advice of the judy 2s again interpoſed, and did thereby avoid the 
guilt of ſuch farther acta, and the blame of ſuch farther evils, as 
mult have been conſequent on a perſiſtance therein; yet he was, 
n2vertheleſs, fill guiiry of the illegal acts above deſcribed ; and 
the ſame are great crimes and miſdemeanors, 

That, although the judges did decide that the office of Gover— 
nor General, held by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was not ip/o facto, 
and inter, vacated by the arrival of the ſaid diſparches and do- 
cuments, tranſmitted by the Court of Directors; and did conſider 
the ſaid conſequences of the refignation as awaiting fome future 
act or event for its complete and effettual operation; yet the ſaid 
judges did not declare any opinion on the ultimate invalidity of 
the ſaid acts of Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq; as not being binding on 
his principal, Warren Haitings, Eſq; nor did they declare any 
opinion, that the obligation of the tug retgnation was not from 

4. ; |; ine 


EE F LU I RN 131 


the beginning concluſive and effectual, although its operation was, 
from the neceſſity of the caſe, on account of the diſtance between 
England and India, to take place only in future; or that the ſaid 
relignation made by Lauchlin Macleane, Efq; was only an offer 
or propoſal of a xetignation to be made at ſome future and inde- 
finite period, or a mere intimation of the defire of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq; to relign at ſome future and indefinite period-; and 
that the ſaid refignation, notwithſlanding the acceptance thereof 
by the Court of Directors, and the regular appointment and con- 
lirmation of a ſucceflor, was {till to remain optional in the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, to be ratified or departed from at his future 
choice or pleature : nor did the ſaid judges pronounce, nor do 
any of their reaſonings which accompanied their deciſion tend to 
eſtabliſh it as their opin ion, that even the time for ratifying and 
completing the ſaid tranſaction was to be at the ſole diſcretion of 
the faid Warren Haſtings ; but they only delivered their opinion, 
as aforeſaid, that his ſaid office “ has not yet been vacated, and 
(therefore) that the afualatlumption to the Government by the 
e member of the Council next in ſucceffion was (in the actual 
« circumſtances, and rebas fie flantibus) illegal.“ 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings does.no were himſelf contend, 
that the ſaid reſignation was not abſolute, but optional, accord- 
ing to the true meaning and underftanding of the parties in Eng- 
land, and fo far as the acts of Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq; and the 
Court of Directors, were binding on him ; but, on the contrary, 
he grounds his refuſal to complete the ſame, not on any interpre 
ration of the words in which the ſaid reſignation, and the other 
inſtruments aforeſuid, wers conceived, but rather on a diſavowal 
(not direct indeed, but implied) ot his ſaid agent, and of the 
powers under which the ſaid agent had claimed to act in his be- 
half, Neither did the ſaid Warren Haſtings ground his ſaid re- 
fuſal on any objection to the particular day, or period, or cir- 
cumitances, in which the requiſition of General Clavering was 
made; nor accompany the faid refuſal with any qualification in 
that reſpect, or with any intimation that he would at any future 
or more convenient feafon, comply with the fame ; although ſuch 
an intimation might probably have induced General Clavering to 
wave an inſtant and immediate claim to the chair, and might, 
therefore, have prevented the diſtractions which happened, and 
the greater evils which impended, in conſequence of the faid 
claim of General Clavering, and the ſaid refuſal of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the contra- 
ry, expreſs his ſaid refuſal in ſuch general and unqualified terms, 
as intimated an intention to reſiſt abſolutely and altogether, both 
then and at any future time, the ſaid requiſition of General Cla- 
vering, And the ſubſequent proceedings of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings do all concur wm proving that fuch was his intention: 
tor he did afterwards, in conformity to the advice of the judges, 
move a reſolution in Council, “ That all parties be placed in the 
fame ſituation in which they ſtood before the receipt of the laſt 
* advices trom England; reſerving and fubmitting to a deciſion 
in England, the reſpective claims that each party may conceive 
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„they have a right to make, but not acting upon thoſe claims 
till ſuch deciſion ſhall arrive in Bengai ;*” thereby clearly and 
explicitly declaring, that it was not his intention to ſurrender the 
government until ſuch deciſion ſhould arrive in Bengal, which 
could not be expected in leſs time than a year and a half after the 
date of the ſaid reſolution ; and thereby clearly and explicitly 
declaring, that he did not confider his reſignation as binding for 
the preſent, And the ſaid intention was manifeſted, if poflible, till 
more directly and expreſsly, in a letter written by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to the Court of Directors, dated the 15th of Auguſt 
1777, being almoſt two months after the receipt of the ſaid diſ- 

atches ; in which the faid Warren Haſtings declares, that “ he 
« did not hold himſelf bound by the notification made by Mr, 


* « Macleane, nor by any of the acts conſequent of it.“ 


That, ſuch appearing to have been the intention of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, General Clavering was juſtified in immediately 
aſſuming the Government, without waiting for any future act of 
the ſaid Warren Hatiings for the actual ſurrender of the ſaid Go- 
vernment, none ſuch being likely to happen ; and Philip Francis, 
Eſq; was juſtified in ſupporting General Clavering in the ſame, 
on the ſoundeſt principles of juſtice, and on a maxim received in 
courts of equity, namely, That no one ſhall avail himſelf of his 
own wrong ; and that, it any one retuſe or negle& to perform 
that which he is bound to do, the rights of others ſhall not be 
prejudiced thereby, but ſuch acts ſhall be deemed and reputed to 
have been actually performed, and all the conſequences ſhall be 
enforced, which would have followed from ſuch actual perform- 
ance ; and therefore the reſolutions moved and voted in Council 
by the faid Warren Haſtings, declaring the offices of General 
Clavering to be vacant, were not only illegal, in as much as the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings had no authority to warrant ſuch a decla- 
ration, even on the ſuppoſition of the acts of General Clavering 
being contrary to law; but the ſaid refolutions were farther 
highly culpable and criminal, in as much as the ſaid acts done by 
General Clavering, which were made the pretence of that pro- 
ceeding, were ſtrictly regular and legal. 

That the refuſal of the ſaid Warren Haſlings to ratify the ſai 
reſignation, and his diſavowal of the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane, 
his agent, is not juitified by any thing contained in his ſaid letter 
to the Court of Directors, dated on the 15th of Auguſt, 1777, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings no where directly and pofitively afferting 
that the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane was not his agent, and had nv 
both full and general powers, and even particular inſtructions, 
for this very act, although the ſaid Warren Haſtings uſes man; 
indirect and circuitous, but inſufficient and inapplicable infinus- 
tions to that effect. And the ſaid letter does, on the contrary, 
contain a clear and expreſs avowal that the ſaid Lauchlin Mac- 
leane was his confidential agent, and that in that capacity he 
ated throughout, and particularly in this ſpecial matter, with zeal 
and fidelity. And the ſaid letter does farther admit, in effect, the 
inſtructions produced by the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq; 
confirmed by Mr, Vanfittart and Mr. Stewart, and relied A 
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Lauchlin Macleane appeared to be ſpecially empowered to de- 
clare the ſaid reſignation; the words of the ſaid inſtruction be- 
ing as follows : * That he (Mr. Haſtings) ab not continue in the 
« (zovernment of Bengal, unleſs certain conditions therein ſpeci» 
« fied can be obtained: and the words of the ſaid letter being 
as follows:“ What I myſelf know with certainty, or can re- 
collect at this diſtance of time, concerning tae powers and in- 
{© {truftions which were given to Meſſrs. Mackleane and Gra- 
ham, when they undertook to be my agents in England, I will 
« circumſtantially relate. 

„J am in poileſhon of two papers which were preſented to 
« thoſe gentlemen at the time of their departure from Bengal; 
„one of which compriſes four ſhort propoſitions, which I required 
% as the conditions of my being confirmed in this Government.” 

And although the ſaid Warren Haltings does here artfully 
ſomewhat change the words of his written inſtructions (and 
which, having in his poſſeſſion, he might as eaſily have given 
verbatim) to other words which may appear leſs explicit, yet 
they are, in fact, capable of only the ſame meaning; for as, at 
the time of giving the ſaid inſtructions to his agents, he was in 
full poſſeſſion of his office, he could want no confirmation therein, 
except Vis own ; and, in ſuch circumitances, “ to require certain 
things, as the condition of his being confirmed in his Government,” 
is tantamount to a declaration, „* that he will not continue in his 
Government unleſs thoſe conditions can be obtained. And the ſaid 
attempt at prevarication can ſerve its author the leſs, as either 
both tentences have one and the ſame meaning or it their meaning 
be different, the original inſtructions, in his own hand writing, or, 
in other words, the thing itſelf, mult be preferred as evidence of 
its contents, to a looſe ſtatement of its purport, founded perhaps 
on a looſe recollection of it at a great diſtance of time. 

That the ſaid refuſal of Warren Haſtings, Eſq; was a breach 
of faith with the Court of Directors and His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters in England, as the ſaid reſignation was not merely a volun- 
tary offer, without any conſideration, and therefore ſubject to be 
recalled or retracted at the pleaſure of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
but ought rather to be confidered as having been the reſult of 
a negotiation carried on between Mr, Macleane, for the benefit of 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq; on the one hand, and by the Court of 
Directors, for the intereſts of the Company, on the other : which 
view of the tranſaction will appear the more probable, when it 1s 
conſidered that, at the time of the ſaid reugnation, a ſtrict en- 
ny had been carrying on by the Court of Directors, into the con- 
uct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and the Solicitor and Counſel to 
the Company, and other eminent Counſel, had given it as their opi - 
nions, on caſes ſtated to them, that there were grounds for ſuing 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings in the courts of law and equity, and that 
the Company would be entitled to recover in the ſaid ſuits againſt 
Warren Haitings, Eſq; ſeveral very large ſums of money, taken 
by him in his office of Governor General, contrary to law, and 
m breach of his covenants, and -y his duty to the Coippany 
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and the Public; and the Court of Directors had alſo come to 
various ſevere reſolutions of cenſure againſt the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and, amongſt others, to a reſolution to recal the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and remove him from his office of Governor 
General, to anſwer for ſundry great crimes and delinquencies by 
him committed in his ſaid office. 

And, on theſe accounts, it appears probable, that the ſaid re- 
fignation was tendered and accepted, as a conſideration for ſome 
beneficial conceſſions made in conſequence thereof to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in his ſaid dangerous and deſperate condition, 

And the ſaid refuſal was alſo an act of great diſreſpect to the 
Court of Directors, and to His Majeſty ; and by rendering abor- 
tive their ſaid meaſures, ſolemnly and deliberately taken, and ra- 
tified and confirmed by his Majeſty, tended to bring the au- 
thority of the Court of Directors, and of His Majeſty into con- 
tempt. 
| And the ſaid refuſal was an injury to General Clavering. 

And was alſo, or might have been, a great injury to Edward 
Wheler, Eſq. 

And was an act of fignal treachery to Lauchlin Macleane, 
Eſq; as alſo to Mr. Vanſittart and Mr. Stewart, whoſe honours 
and veracity were thereby brought into queſtion, doubt, and 
ſuſpicion. 

nd the ſaid refuſal was prejudicial to the affairs of the ſer- 
vants of the Company in India, by ſhaking the confidence to be 
laced in their agents by thoſe perſons with whom it might be 
For their intereſts to negotiate on any matter of importance, and 
by thus ſubjecting the communication of perſons abroad with 
thoſe at home to Aaculddes not known before. 
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No. X. 


HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the year 1777, did 
rant to the Surgeon General a contract for three years, for 


defraying every kind of pe ut and medicinal expence not only 


in breach of the general orders of the Court of Directors with 
reſpect to the duration of contracts, but in direct oppoſition to 
a particular order of the Court of Directors, of the zoth of 
March 1774, when they directed, „that the Surgeon ſhould not 
« be permitted to enjoy any emolument ariſing from his being 
« concerned in dieting the patients; and that the occupations of 
« Surgeon and Contractor ſhould be forthwith ſeparated.” That 
the ſaid contract was in itſelf highly improper, and inconſiſtent 
with the good of the ſervice ; as it afforded the greateſt tempta- 
tion to abuſe, and eſtabliſhed a pecuniary intereſt in the Surgeon 
General, contrary to the duties of his ſtation and profeſſion, 


1 
7 
5 
U 
\ 


136 Sa TTCLE 


No. AL, 


| HAT the Governor General and Council at Fort William 
did, on the motion and recommendation of Warren Haf- 
tings, Eſq; enter into a contract with Archibald Frazer, Eſq; on 
the 16th of April 1778, for the repairs of the pools and banks in 
the province of Burdwan, for two years, at the rate of 120,000 
Sicca rupees for the firſt year, and 80,000 rupees for the ſecond 
ear. 
: That on the 19th of December 1778, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did farther perſuade the Supreme Council to prolong the term of 
the above contract with Archibald Frazer for the ſpace of 
three years more, on the ſame conditions ; namely, the payment 
of 80.000 Sicca rupees from each year. To which was added, a 
permiſſion to Mr. Frazer to make dobunds, or ſpecial: repairs, 
whenever he ſhould judge them neceſſary, at the charge of Go- 
vernment. 

That the ſaid contracts, both in the manner of their accept— 
ance by the Supreme Council, without having previoully adver- 
tiſed tor propoſals, and in the extent of their duration, were 
made in direct violation of the ſpecial orders of the Court of 
Directors. 

That ſo far from any advantage having been obtained for the 
Company in the terms of theſe contracts, in conſideration of the 
length of time for which they were to continue, the expence of 
Government upon this article was increaſed by theſe engagements 
to a very great amount. 

That it appears that this contract had been held for ſome years 
before by the Rajah of Burdwan, at the rate of 25,000 rupecs 

er annum. 

That the ſuperintendant of Poolbundy repairs, after an accu— 
rate and diligent ſurvey of the Bunds and Pools, and the Pro— 
vincial Council of Burdwan, upon the beſt information they 
could procure, had delivered it as their opinion to the Governor 
General and Council, before the ſaid agreement was entered into, 
that after the heavy expence, (ſtated by Mr. Kinlock's eſtimate, 
viz. 119,405 Sicca rupees,) if diſburſed as they recommended, 
the charge in future ſeaſons would be greatly reduced; and after 
one thorough and effeftual repair, they conceived a ſmall annual 
expence avould be ſufficient to keep the Bunds up, and prevent their 
going to decay. 

That whatever extraordinary and unuſual damages the pools and 
bunds might have ſuſtained, either from the neglect of the Rajah's 
officers, or from the violence of the then late rains, and the tor- 
rents thereby occaſioned, to juſtify the expence of the firſt year, 
yet as they were all conlidered and included in the eſtimate for that 
year, there could be no pretence for allowing and continuing ſo 
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large and burdenſome a payment as 80, ooo rupees per annum, 
for the four ſucceeding years. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the minutes of the 13th 
of February 1778, himſelf ſupport that opinion, in the com- 

ariſon to be made between Mr. 'Thomſon's propoſals of under- 
raking the ſame ſervice for 60,000 rupees a year, for nine years, 
and the terms of Mr. Frazer's contracts; preferring the latter, 
becauſe theſe were “ to effect a complete repair, which could 
„hardly be concluded in one ſeaſon, and the ſubſequent ex- 
„ pence would be but triffing.“ 

Notwithſtanding which, the ſaid Warren Haſtings urged and 
prevailed upon the Council to allow in the firit year, the full 
amount propoſed by Mr. Kinlock, in his eſtimate of the neceſſary 
repairs, and did burden the Company with what he muſt have 
deemed to be for the greater part an unneceſſary expence of 
go, oo rupees per annum, for four years. 

That the permiftion granted to Mr. Frazer to make dobunds, or 
new and additionalembankments in one of the old ones, whenever he 
thould judge them neceſſary, at the charge of Government, (the 
ſaid charge to be verified by the oath of the ſaid Frazer, without 
any voucher,) was a power very much to be ſuſpected, and very 
improper to be entruſted ro a contractor, who had already co- 
venanted to keep the old pools in perfect repair, and to conſtruct 
new ones wherever the old pools had been broken down and 
wathed away, or where the courſe of the rivers might have ren- 
de red new ones neceſſary, in conſideration of the great ſums ſti- 
pulated to be paid to him by the Government. 

That the grant of the foregoing contracts, and the permiſſion 
afterwards annexed to the ſecond of the ſaid grants, become 
much more reprehenfible from a conſideration of the circum- 
ſtances of the perſon to whom ſuch a grant was made, 

That the due performance of the ſervice required local know- 
ſedge and experience, which the faid Archibald Frazer, bein 


an ofkcer in the Supreme Court of Juſtice, could not have 
potietied. ba 


No. XII. 


MAT it appears that the opium produced in Bengal. 
and Bahar is a conſiderable and lucrative article in the ex- 
port trade of thoſe provinces ; that the whole produce has been 
tor many years monopolized,. either by individuals, or by the 
Government ; that the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany, in conſideration of the hardſhip impoſed on the native 
owners and cultivators of the lands, who were deprived of their 
natural right of dealing with many competitors, and compelled 


to 
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to ſell the produce of their labour to a ſingle monopoliſt, did au- 
thorize the Governor General and Council to give up that com- 
modity as an article of commerce. 

That while the ſaid commodity continued to be a monopoly 
for the benefit of Government, and managed by a contractor, the 
contracts for providing it were ſubje& to the Company's fun- 
damental regulation, namely, to be put up to auction, and dif- 
poſed of to the beit bidder ; and that the Company particularly 
ordered, that the commodity, when provided, ſhould be con- 
figned to the Board of Trade, who were directed to diſpoſe 
thereof by public auction, 

That in May 1777, the ſaid Warren Haſtings granted to John 
Mackenzie a contract for the proviſion of opium, to continue 
three years, and without advertiſing for propoſals ; that this 
tranſaction was condemned by the Court of Directors, notwith- 
ſtanding a clauſe had been inferted in that contract, by which it 
was lett open to the Court of Directors to annul the ſame at the 
expiration of the firſt or ſecond year. 

That, about the end of the year 1780, the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, in contradiction to the order abovementioned, did take 
away the ſale of the opium from the Board of Trade, though he 
di[claimed, at the ſame time, any intention of implying a cenſure on 
their management. 

That, in March 1781, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did grant to 
Stephen Sulivan, ſon of Lawrence Sulivan, chairman of the 
Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, a contract for the 
proviſion of opium, without advertiſing for propoſals, and without 
even receiving any written propoſals from him the ſaid Sulivan; 
that he granted this contract for four years, and, at the requeſt of 
the ſaid Sulivan, did omit that clauſe which was inſerted in the 
preceding contract, and by which it was rendered liable to be 
determined by orders from the Company ; the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
declaring, contrary to truth, that ſuch clauſe was now unnecel- 
fary, as the Directors had approved the contract. 

That the ſaid Sulivan had been but a few months in Bengal 
when the above contract was given to him; that he was a ſtranger 
to the country, and to all the local commerce thereof, and 
therefore unqualified for the management of ſuch a concern ; and 
that the ſaid Sulivan, inſtead of executing the contract himſelf, 
did, ſhortly after obtaining the fame, aſſign it over to John Benn 
and others; and, in confideration of ſuch aſſignment, did receive 
from the ſaid Benn a great ſum of money. 

That, from the preceding facts, as well as from ſundry other 
eircumſtances of reſtrictions taken off, (particularly by aboliſhing 


the office of inſpector into the quality of the opium, ) and of 


beneficial clauſes introduced, it appears that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings gave this contract to the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, in con- 
tradiction to the orders of the Court of DireQors, and without 


any regard to the intereſts of the India Company, for the ſole 


purpoſe of creating an inſtant fortune for the ſaid Sulivan, at the 


expence of the India Company, without any claim of ſervice or 


pretence of merit on his part, and without any apparent motive 
whatever, except that of ſecuring or rewarding the attachment 
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and ſupport of his father, Laurence Sulivan, a perſon of great 
authority and influence in the direction of the Company's affairs, 
and notoriouſly attached to, and connected with the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings. 

That the ſaid Stephen Sulivan neither poſſeſſed, nor pretended 
to poſſeſs, any kill in the bufine fs of his contract; that he ex- 
erted no induſtry, nor ſhewed, or could thew, any exaGineſs in 
the performance of it; fince he immediately fold the contract 
for a ſum of money io another perſon (tor the ſole purpoſe of 
which ſale, it muſt be preſumed, the ſame was given ;) by which 
perſon another profit was to be made; and by that perſon the 
fame was again ſold to a third, by whom a third profit was to be 
made. | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the very time when he en- 
gaged the Company in a contract for engroſſing the whole of the 

opium produced in Bengal and Bahar in the enſuing four years, 
eon terms of ſuch exorbitant profit to the contractor, affirmed, that 

« there was little proſpect of felling the optum3n Bengal at a rea- 
. « ſonable price; and that it was but natural to ſuppoſe that the price 
G « of opium world fall, from the demand being leſſened.” — That, in a 
ic letter — May 5, 1781, he informed the Directors, „That, ow- 
on MF ing to the indifferent tate of the markets laſt ſeaſon to the eaſt 
ward, and the very enhanced rates of inſurance which the war had 
« occahhoned, they had not been able to diſpoſe of the opium of 
the preſent year to ſo great an advantage as they expected; and 
that more than one halt of it remained {till in their ware- 
© houſes.” — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guilty of a 
manifeſt breach of truſt to his conſtituents and his employers, in 
monopolizing for their pretended uſe an article of commerce, 
for which he declared no purchaſers had offered, and that there aua 
little proſpect of any offering; and the price of which, he ſaid, it 
was but natural to ſuppoſe would fall. That the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings having, by his own act, loaded the Company with a commo- 
dity, for which, cither in the ordinary and regular courſe of public 
10al WM auction, or even by private contract, there was, as he affirmed, no ſale, 
iger did, under pretence of finding a market for the fame, engage 

the Company in an enterprize of great and certain expence, 
and ¶ ſubject to a manifeſt riſque, and full of diſgrace to the Eaſt-India 
ſelf, N Company; not only in their political character, as a great ſove- 
Zenn Wreign power in India; but in their commercial character, as an 
eminent and reſpectable body of merchants ; and that the execu- 
tion of this enterprize was accompanied with ſundry other en- 


Ca 


other Weagements with other perſons ; in all of which the Company's 
ſhing Wintereft was conſtantly ſacrificed to that of individuals favoured 
1d of by the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings firit engaged in a ſcheme to ex- 
port one thouſand four hundred and fixty cheſts of opium, on the 

ompany's account, on board a ſhip belonging to Cudbert Thorn- 
hill; half of which was to be diſpoſed of in a coaſting voyage, 
and the remainder in Canton. — That, beſides the freight and com- 

ſion payable to the ſaid Thornhill, on this adventure, twelve 
pieces of cannon belonging to the Company were lent for arm- 
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ing the ſhip; though his original propoſal was, that the {hip 
ſhould be armed at his expence.— That this part of the adven. 
ture depending for its ſuccets on a prudent and fortunate manage, 
ment 3 ſales and ve-ſales, in the courſe of a circuitous 
voyage; and being expoſed to ſuch riſque both of ſea and enemy, 
that all private traders had declined to be concerned in it; wa 


particularly unfit for a great trading Company, and could not be 


unde rtaken on their account with any rational proſpectof advantage. 

That the ſaid Warren Ilaſtings ſoen after engaged in another 
ſcehme tor exporting two thouſand cheſts of opium directly to Chi. 
na, on the Company's account, and tor that purpoſe accepted of an 
offer made by Henry Watſon, the Company's chief engineer, to 
convey the ſame in a velicl of his own, and to deliver it to the 
Company's ſupra cargo.— J hat, after the offer of the faid Henry 
Watton had been accepted, a letter from him was produced at 
the Board, in which he declared, that he was unable to equip 
the ſhip with a proper number of cannon, and requeited that he 
might be furniſhed with thirty-fix guns from the Company's 
ſtores at Madrats; with which requeſt the Board complied, 
That it appears that George Williamſon, the Company's auc- 
tioneer at Calcutta, baving complained that, by this mode of ex- 

orting the opium, which uſed to be ſold by public auction, he 
fol his commithon as auctioneer, the Board ailowed him to dray 
a commiſſion of one per cent. on all the opium which had been 
or was to be exported. That it appears that the contractor for 


opium (whole proper duties and emoluments, as contractor, ended 


with the delivery of the opium) was alto allowed to draw a Con 
miſſion on the opium then {hipping on the Company's account; 
but for what reaſon, or on what pretence, does not appear. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to pay the ſaid Ste. 
phen Sulivan in advance for the opium furniſhed, or to be fur. 


niſhed, by him in the firſt year ot his contract, did borrow the 


ſum of twenty lacks of rupees, at eight per cent, or 200,000], 
ſterling, to be repaid by drafts to be drawn on the Company by 
their ſupra cargoes in China, provided the opium configned to 
them ſhould arrive ſafe; but that if the adventure failed, whether 
by the loſs of the ſhips or otherwiſe, the ſubſcribers to the above 
loan were to be repaid their capital and intereſt out of the Com: 
pany's treaſure in Bengal. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in this manner pur: 
chaſed a commodity, for which he ſaid there was no ſale, and 
paid for it with money which he was obliged to borrow at a hig 
intereſt, was ſtill more criminal in his attempt, or pretended plan 
to introduce it clandeſtinely into China. That the importation e 
opium into China is forbidden by the Chinefe Government 
that the opium, on ſeizure, is burat; the veſſel that imports it 
confiſcated ; and the Chineſe, in whoſe poſſeſſion it may be found 
tor ſale, puniſhed with death. 

That the Governor General and Council were well aware e 
the exiſtence of theſe prohibitions and penalties ; and did there 
tore inform the ſupra cargoes in China, that the ſhip belonging 
to the ſaid Eenry Watſon, would enter the river at China as a 

armee 


whi 
con 
obe 
ſtep 
and 
that, 
tran; 
babl. 
or f. 
Eaſt- 
rern 


hibit 


Ste⸗ 
fur- 

the 
)00l, 
y by 
d to 
>ther 
bore 
om» 


pur: 


, and 
hig 
plan 
on 0 
nent 
rts it 
found 


are 0 
there 
ng! 

as 4 
grime 


ARTICLE XI. 141 


armed ſhip, and would not be reported as bearing a cargo of opium 
that being a contraband trade.—That of the above two ſhips, the 
firſt, belonging to Cudbert Thornhill, was taken by the French ; 
and that the ſecond, arriving in China, did occaſion much em- 
barraſſment and diſtreſs to the Company's ſupra cargoes there, who 
had not been previouſly conſulted on the formation of the plan, 
and were expoſed to great difficulty and hazard in the execution 
of their part of it. That the ſhip was delayed, at a demurrage 
of an hundred dellars a day, for upwards of three months, wait- 
ing in vain for a better market.—The factory eſtimate the 1% 
to the Company, including port charges, domurrage, and factory 
charges allowed the Captain, at fixty-nine thouſand nine hun- 
dred and ninty-three dollars, or about twenty thouſand pounds 
ſterling. 

That the Company's factory at China, after ſtating the fore- 
going facts to the Court of Directors, conclude with the follow- 
ing general obſervation thereon: “ On a review of theſe cir- 
„ cumſtances, with the extravagant and unuſual terms of the 
« freight, demurrage, factory charges, &c. &c. we cannot hel 
& being of opinion, that private conſiderations have been ful 
e fered to interfere too much for any benefit that may have been 
intended to the honourable Company. We hope for the ho- 
« nourable Court's approbation of our conduct in this affair. 
„The novelty and nature of the conſignments have been the 
« ſource of much trouble and anxiety ; and, though we wiſhed 
„ to have had it in our power to do more, we may truly ſay we 
have exceeded our expectations.“ 

That every part of this tranſaction, from the monopoly with 
which it commenced to the contraband dealing with which it 
concluded, criminates the ſaid Warren Haſtings with wilful diſ- 
obedience of orders, and a continued breach of truſt : that every 
ſtep taken in it was attended with heavy loſs to the Company, 
and with a ſacrifice of their intereſt to that of individuals: and 
that, if finally a profit had reſulted to the Company from ſuch a 
tranſaction, no profit attending it could compenſate for the pro- 
bable riſque to which their trade in China was thereby ex & 
or for the certain diſhonour, and conſequent diſtruſt, which the 
Eaſt-India Company mult incur in the eyes of the Chineſe go- 
rernment, by being engaged in a low, clandeſtine traffic, pro- 
hibited by the laws of the country, 
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ing the ſhip; though his original propoſal was, that the flip 
ſhould be armed at his expence.— That this part of the adven- 
ture depending for its 84er e on a prudent and fortunate manage, 
ment of various ſales and re-iales, in the courſe of a circuitoys 
voyage; and being expoſed to ſuch riſque both of fea and enemy, 
that all private traders had declined to be concerned in it; wa; 
particu] arly unfit for a great trading Company, and could not be 
undertaken on theiraccount with any rational proſpec t of advantage 

That the ſaid Warren 112 ſting es ſoon after engaged in anothe 
ſcehme tor exporting two thouſand cheits of opium directly to Chi. 
na, on the Company's account, and tor that purpo fe accepted of an 
offer __ by Henry Wat ſon, the Company's chief engineer, to 
convey the ſame in a velicl of his own, and to deliver it to tha 
Tee ſupra cargo.— IJ hat, after the offer of the faid Henry 
Watton had been accepted, a letter from him was produced at 
the Board, in which he declared, that he was unable to equip 
the ſhip with a proper number of cannon, and requeited that he 
might be furniſhed with thirty-tx guns from the Company's 
ſtores at Madrats : ; with which requeſt the Board compli ed.— 
That it appears that Geo rge Williamſon 15 the Ce ompany * 5 AUuC- 
tioneer at Calcutta, having ae ained th: at, by this mo de of ex 

orting the opium, which uſed to be ſold by public auchien, ke 
lost his commithon as auctoneer, the Board allowed him to dray 
a commiſſion of one per cent, on all the opium which had been 
or was to be exported. — That it appears that the contractor for 
opium (whote proper duties and emoluments, as contractor, ended 
with the delivery of the opium) was alto allowed to draw a com: 
miſſion on the opium then ſhipping on the Company's account; 
but tor what reaſon, or on what pretence, does not appear. 

That the ſeid Warren Haſtings, in order to pay the ſaid Ste— 

hen Sulivan in advance for the opium turnithed, or to be fur- 

niſned, by him in the firſt year ot his contract, did borrow the 
ſum of twenty lacks of rupees, at eight per cent. or 200,000], 
ſterling, to be repaid by drafts to be drawn on the Compuny by 
their ſupra cargoes 1n China, provided the opium configned to 
them ſhould arrive fate ; but that if the adventure tailed, whether 
by the loſs of the ſhips or otherwiſe, the ſubſcribers to the above 
loan were to be repaid their capital and intereſt out of the Com- 
pany's treaſure in Bengal. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in this manner pur. 
chaſed a commodity, for w hich he ſaid theres was no ſale, and 
paid for it with money which he was obliged to borrow at a high 
intereſt, was ſtill more criminal in his attempt, or pretended plan, 
to introduce! it clandeſtinely into China, That the importation of 
opium into China is forbidden by the Chineſe Government: 
that the opium, on ſeizure, is burat ; the veflel that imports it, 
confiſcated; and the Chineſe, in w hoſe poſſeſſion it may be found 
for ſale, puniſhed with death. 

That the Governor General and Council were well aware ef 
the exiſtence of theſe prohibitions and penalties ; and did there- 
tore inform the ſupra cargoes in China, that the ſhip belonging 
to the ſaid Henry W arſon, would enter the river at China as an 
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armed ſhip, and would not be reported as bearing a cargo of opium 
that being à contrabard trade.—That of the above we ſhips, the 
firſt, belonging to Cudbert Thornhill, was taken by the French; 
and that the ſecond, arriving in China, did occaſion much em- 
barraſſment and diſtreſs to the Company's ſupra cargoes there, who 
had not been previoutly conſulted on the formation of the plan, 
and were expoſed to great difficulty and hazard in the execution 
of their part of it. That the ſhip was delayed, at a demurrage 
of an hundred dellars a day, for upwards of three months, wait- 
ing in vain for a better market.—The factory eſtimate the 1% 
to the Company, including port charges, domurrage, and factory 
charges allowed the Captain, at fixty-nine thouſand nine hun- 
dred and ninty-three dollars, or about twenty thouſand pounds 
ſterling. 

That the Company's factory at China, after ſtating the fore- 
going facts to the Court of Directors, conclude with the follow- 
ing general obſervation thereon :—* On a review of theſe cir- 
„ cumſtances, with the extravagant and unuſual terms of the 
« freight, demurrage, factory charges, &c. &c. we cannot help 
% being of opinion, that private conſiderations have been ſuf- 
e fered to interfere too much for any benefit that may have been 
intended to the honourable Company. We hope for the ho- 
„ nourable Court's approbation of our conduct in this affair. 
„The novelty and nature of the conſignments have been the 
« ſource of much trouble and anxiety ; and, though we wiſhed 
„ to have had it in our power to do more, we may truly ſay we 
« have exceeded our expectations.“ 

That every part of this tranſaction, from the monopoly with 
which it commenced to the contraband dealing with which it 
concluded, criminates the ſaid Warren Haſtings with wilful diſ- 
obedience of orders, and a continued breach of truſt: that every 
ſtep taken in it was attended with heavy loſs to the Company, 
and with a ſacrifice of their intereſt to that of individuals: and 
that, if finally a profit had reſulted to the Company from ſuch a 
tranſaction, no profit attending it could compenſate for the pro- 
bable riſque to which their trade in China was thereby expoſed ; 
or for the certain diſhonour, and conſequent diſtruſt, which the 
Eaſt-India Company muſt incur in the eyes of the Chineſe go- 
rernment, by being engaged in a low, clandeſtine trafic, pro- 
hibited by the laws of the country, 
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HAT, in the month of February 1781, Mr. Richard Jo- 

ſeph Sulivan, Secretary to the Select Committee at Fort St. 
George, applied to them for leave to proceed to Calcutta oz hi; 
private affairs. That, being the Confidential Secretary to the 
Select Committee at Fort St. George, and conſequently poſſeſſed 
of all the views and ſecrets of the Company, as far as they re- 
lated to that government, he went privately into the ſervice of 
the Nabob of Arcot ; and, under the pretence of proceeding to 
Calcutta on his private bufineſs, undertook a commiſſion from 
the ſaid Nabob, to the Governor General and Council, to nego— 
ciate with them in favour of certain projects of the ſaid Nabob, 
which had been reprobated by the Company. 

That the ſaid Sullivan was ſoon after appointed back again, by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to the office of Reſident at the Durbar 
of the ſaid Narbob of Arcot. That it was a high crime and 
miſdemeanor, in the ſaid Haſtings, to encourage ſo dangerous an 
example in the Company's ſervice, and to interfere unneceſſarily 
with the Government of Madras, in the diſcharge of the duties 
peculiarly aſcribed to them by the practice and orders of the 
Company, for the purpoſe of appointing to a great and confiden- 
tial fituation a man who had ſo recently committed a breach of 
truſt to his employers. 

That the Court of Directors, in the letter to Bengal, dated 
the 12th of July 1782, and received there on the 18th of Fe- 
bruary 1783, did condemn and revoke the ſaid appointment. That 
the ſaid Directors, in theirs to Fort St. George, dated the 28th 
of Auguſt 1782, and received there the ziſt of January 1783, 
did highly condemn the conduct of the ſaid Sullivan ; and, in 
order to deter their ſervants from practices of the ſame kind, did 
diſmiſs him from their ſervice, | 

That the ſaid Haitings, knowing that the ſaid Sullivan's ap- 
pointment had been condemned and revoked by the Court of 
Directors, and pretending that, on the 15th of March 1783, he 
did not know that the ſaid Sullivan was /e, from the Com- 
pany's ſervice, though that fact was known at Madras on the it 
of the preceding January, did recommend the ſaid Sullivan to be 
Ambailador at the Court of Nizam Ally Cawn, Subahdar of the 
Deccan, in defiance of the authority and orders of the Court ot 
Directors. 

That even admitting, what is highly improbable, that the 4% 


' miſſion of the ſaid Sullivan from the ſervice of the ſaid Company 


was not known at Calcutta in forty-three days from Madras, 
the laſt mentioned nomination of the ſaid Sullivan was made at 
leaſt in contempt of the cenſure already expreſſed by the Court 
of Directors, at his former appointment to the Durbar of the 
Nabob of Arcot, and which was certainly known to the fail 
Hatlings, 
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5 the AT on the 2d of December 1779, the Governor General 
and Council of Fort William, at the ſpecial recommenda- 
tion and inſtance of Warren Haſtings, Eſq; then Governor Ge- 
neral, and contrary to the declared opinion and proteſt of three 
of the members of the Council; viz. Philip Francis and Edward 
Wheler, Eſqrs. who were preſent ; and of Sir Eyre Coote, who 
was abſent (by whoſe abſence the caſting voice of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, Eſq; prevailed); did conclude a treaty of per- 
petual friendſhip and alliance, offenſive and defenſive, with a 
Hindoo Prince, called the Ranna of Gohud, for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of uſing the forces of the ſaid Ranna in oppoſition to the 
Mahrattas. | 

That, among other articles, it was ſtipulated with the ſaid 
Ranna, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, “ That whenever peace 
„ ſhould be concluded between the Company and the Mahratta 
„ State, the Maha Raja ſhould be included as a party in the 
e treaty which ſhould be made for that 22 and his preſent 
« poſſeſſions, together with the Fort of Gualior, which of old 
« belonged to the family of the Maha Rajah, if it ſhould be then 
in his poſſeſſion, and ſuch countries as he ſhould have acquired 
in the courſe of war, and which it would then be ſtipulated 
to leave in his hands, ſhould be guaranteed to him by ſuch 
© treaty.“ 

That in the late war againſt the Mahrattas, the ſaid Ranna of 
Gohud did actually join the Britiſh army, under the command 
of Colonel Muir, with two battalions of infantry, and 1200 
cavalry, and did then ſerve in perſon againſt the Mahrattas, 
thereby affording material aſſiſtance, and rendering eſſential ſervice 
to the Company. 

That, in conformity to the above-mentioned treaty, in the 
fourth article of the treaty of peace, concluded on the 13th of 
October 1781, between Colonel Muir on the part of the Engliſh 
Company, and Madajee Scindia, the Mahratta General, the ſaid 
Ranna of Gohud was expreſsly included. 

That, notwithſtanding the ſaid expreſs proviſion and agree- 
ment, Madajee Scindia proceeded to attack the forts, and lay 
waſte the territories of the ſaid Ranna, and did undertake and 
proſecute a war againſt him for the ſpace of two years; in the 
courſe of which, the Ranna and his tamily were reduced to ex- 
treme diſtreſs, and in the end he was deprived of his forts, and 
the whole not only of his acquired poſſeſſions, but of his ori- 
ginal dominions ſo ſpecially guaranteed to him by the Britiſh 
Government in both the above-mentioned treaties, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was duly and regularly in- 
formed of the progreſs of the war againſt the Ranna, and of every 
erent thereof; notwithſtanding which, he not only neglected in 
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any manner to interfere therein in favour of the ſaid Ranna, or 
to uſe any endeavours to prevent the infraction of the treaty, but 
gave conſiderable countenance and encouragement to Madajee 
Scindia in his violation of it, both by the redence of the Britiſh 
Miniſter in the Mahratia camp, and by the approbation ſhewn 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the promiſes made by his agent, 
of obſerving the ſtricteſt neutrality, notwithſtanding he was in 
Juſtice bound, and ſtood pledged by the moit ſolemn and ſacred 
engagements, to protect and preſerve the {214 Ranna from thoſe 
enemies, whoſe reſcatment he had provoked only by his ad- 
herence to the intereſts of the Britiſh nation. 

That, in the only attempt made to ſound the diſpoſition of 
Madajee Scindia, relative to a paciſication between him and the 
the Ranna of Gohud, on the 14th of May 1783, Mr. Anderſon, 
in obedience to the orders he had received, did clearly and ex- 
plicitly declare to Bhow Buckſey, the Miniſter of Madajee Scin- 
dia, the ſentiments of the ſaid Warren Haitings, in the words 
following: —“ That it was ſo far from your (the ſaid Haſtings's) 
„% meaning, to intercede in his (the ſaid Ranna's) favour, that! 
* only deſired him to ſound Scindia's ſentiments, and in caſe he 


„was deſirous of peace, to mention what I had faid ; but, if he 


„ ſeemed to prefer carrying on the war, I begged that he would 
% not mention a ſyllable of what had paſſed, but let the matter 
% drop entirely.“ 

That it afterwards appeared, in a minute of the ſaid Haſtings, 
in Council at Fort William, on the 22d of September 1783, that 
he promiſed, at the inſtance of a member of the Council, to write 
to Lieutenant James Anderſon in favour of the Ranna of Gohud, 
and lay his letter before the Board, 

That nevertheleſs the ſaid Haſtings, profeſſing not to recolle# 
his ſaid promiſe, did aeglect to write a formal letter to Lieutenant 
Anderſon in favour of the ſaid Ranna of Gohud, and that the private 
letter, the extract of which the ſaid Haſlings did lay before the 
Board on the 21ſt of October 1783, ſo far from directing any ef— 
fectual interference in favour of the ſaid Ranna, or commanding 
his agent, the ſaid James Anderſon, to interpoſe the mediation of 
the Britiſh Government to procure “ honourable terms“ for the 
ſaid Ranna, or even /afety to his perjon and family,“ contains 
the bittereſt invectives againſt him, and is expreſſive of the ſatiſ- 
faction which the ſaid Haſtings acknowledges himſelf to have 
Enjoyed in the diſtreſſes of the ſaid Ranna, the ally of the Com: 

anv. 

That the meaſures therein recommended, appear rather to have 
been defigned to ſatisfy Madajee Scindia, and to juſtify the con- 
dit of the Britiſh Government, in not having taken a more afiive 
and a more hoſtile part againſt the ſaid Ranna, than an intercethon 
on 5 tehalf, 

That though no conſideration of good faith, or obſervance of 
treaties, could induce the ſaid Haitings to incur the hazard 
of any hoſtile exertion of the Britiſh force for the defence 
or the relief of the allies of the Company, yet in the ſaid pri 
vate letter he directed, that in caſe his mediation ſhould be accepted, 
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it ſhould be made a ſpecific condition, that, if the 77 Ranna 
ſhould take advantage of Scindia's abſence to renew his hoſtilities, 
ave ought in that caſe, on requiſition, to invade the dominions of the 
Ranna. | 
That no beneficial effects could have been procured to the ſaid 
Ranna by an offer of mediation dclayed till Scindia no longer 
wanted “ our aſſiſtance to cruſh ſo fallen an enemy; at the ſame 
time that no reaſon was given to Scindia to apprehend the dan- 
ger of drawing upon himſelf the reſentment of the Britiſh Go- 
rernment, by a ditregard of their propoſal, and the deſtruction 
of their ally, | 
That it was a groſs and ſcandalous mockery in the ſaid Haſt- 
ings to defer an application to obtain honourable terms for the 
Ranna, and ſafety for his perſon and family, till he had been 
deprived of his principal fort, in defence of which his uncle loſt 
his life, and on the capture of which bis wife, to avoid the diſ- 
honour conſequent upon falling into the hands of her enemies, 
bad deſlroyed herſelf by an exploſion of gunpotuder. " 1 
That however it does not appear that any offer of mediation 
was ever actually made, or any influence exerted, either for the 
ſafety of the Ranna's perſon and family, or in mitigation of the 
rigorous intentions ſuppaſed by Lieutenant Anderſon to have beeg 
entertained againſt him by Madajee Scindia after his ſurrender. 
That the ſaid Haſtings, in the inſtructions given by him to Mr, 
David Anderion for his conduct in negociating the treaty of peace 
wich the Mahrattas, expreſſed his determination to deſert the 
Ranna of Gohud, in the following words: you will, of courſe, 
be attentive to any engagements ſubſiſting between us and other 
„ powers, in ſettling the terms of peace and alliance with the 
*& Mahrattas; I except from this the Ranna of Gohud.“ “' Leave 
him to ſettle his own affairs with the Mahrattas.“ | 
That the faid Anderſon appears very affid uouſly to have ſought 
for grounds to juſtify the execution of this part of his inſtrue- 
tions, to which, however, he was, at all events, obliged to conform. 
That, even after his application for that purpoſe to the Mahrat- 
tas, whoſe teſtimony was much to be ſuſpected, becauſe it was 
their intereſt to accuſe, and their determined object to deſtroy the 
fad Ranna, no ſatisfactory proof was obtained of his defection 
from the engagements he had entered into with the Company. 
That moreover, if all the charges which have been pretended 
ainſt the Ranna, and have been alledged by the ſaid Haſtings 
in juſtification of his conduct, had been well founded, and proved 
to be true, the ſubject matter of thoſe accuſations, and the proofs 
by which they were to be ſupported, were known to Colonel Muir 
before the concluſion of the treaty he entered into with Madajee 
deindia; and therefore, whatever ſuſpicions may have been en- 
tertained, or whatever degree of criminality may have been proved 
gainſt the ſaid Ranna, previous to the ſaid treaty, from the time 
he was ſo provided for and included in the ſaid treaty, he was fully 
and juſtly entitled to the ſecurity ſtipulated for him by the Com- 
pany, and had a right to demand and receive the protection of the 
Snt1ſh Government. 
That 
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That theſe conſiderations were urged by Mr. Anderſon to the 
Faid Warren Haſtings, in his leger of the 24th of June 1781, and 
were enforced by this additional argument, “ That in point of 
« policy, I believe, it ought not to be our with that the Mahratras 
& {ſhould ever recover the fortreſs of Gualior ; it forms an im- 
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4 portant barrier to our own poſſeſſions. In the hands of the 
66 Ranma it can be of no prejudice to us; and notwithſtanding 
<« the preſent proſpe& of a permanent peace betwixt us and the 
« Mahrattas, it ſeems highly expedient that there ſhould always 
e remain ſome ſtrong barrier to ſeparate us, on this fide of India, 
4c from that warlike and powerful nation.” | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſlings was highly culpable in abandon. 
ing the ſaid Ranna to the fury of his enemies, thereby forfeiting 
the honour, and injuring the credit of the Britiſh nation in India, 
notwithſtanding the faid Haſtings was fully convinced, and had 
profeſſed, that the moſt ſacred obſervance of treaties, juſtice, and 
« good faith, were neceſſary to the exiſtence of the national in- 
4e tereſts in that country.” —And though the ſaid Haſtings has 
complained of the inſufficieney of the laws of this kingdom to 
enforce this doctrine, “ by the puniſhment of perſons in the poſ. 
66 ſeffion of power, who may be impelled by the provocation of 
* ambition, avarice, or vengeance, ſtronger than the reſtriction; 
« of integrity and honour, to the violation of this juſt and wiſe 
% maxim.” ; "IF 
That the ſaid Haiſtings, in thus departing from theſe his own 
rinciples, with a full and juſt ſenſe of the guilt he would thereby 
incur, and in facrificing the allies of this country, “ to the pro. 
« vocations of ambition, avarice, or vengeance,” in violation of the 
national faith and juſtice, did commit a groſs and wiltu! breach 
of his duty, and was thereby guilty of an high crime and mil 
dlemeanor. 
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P AR T I. 
1 HAT the property of the lands of Bengal is, according 


to the laws and cuſtoms of that country, an inheritable 
property, and that it is, with few exceptivns, — in certain na- 
tires, called zemindars, or landholders, under whom other natives, 
called talookdars and ryots, hold certain ſubordinate rights of 
property, or occupance, in the ſaid lands :—That the faid na- 
tives are Hindoos, and that their rights and privileges are grounded 
upon the poſſeſſion of regular grants, a long ſeries of family ſucceſſion, 
and fair purchaſe : That it appears that Bengal has been under 
the dominion of the Mogul, and ſubject to a Mahommedan Go- 
rernment, for above two hundred years :— That, while the Mogul 
Government was in its vigour, the property of zemindars was 
held ſacred ; and that either by voluntary grant from the ſaid 
Mogul, or by compoſition with him, the native Hindoos were 
left in the free, quiet, and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of their lands, 
on the ſingle condition of paying a fixed, certain, and unalterable 
revenue, or quit-rent, to the Mogul Government :—That this 
revenue, or quit-rent, was called the a jumma, or originat 
ground-rent, of the provinces, and was not increaſed from the time 
when it was firſt ſettled, in 1573, to 1740, when the regular and 
effective Mogul Government ended: — That, from that time to 
1765, invaſions, uſurpations, and various revolutions, took place 
in the Government of Bengal; in conſequence of which the 
country was' confiderably reduced and impoveriſhed, when the 
Eaſt-India Company received from the preſent Mogul Emperor, 
dha Alum, a grant of the Dewanny, or collection of the re- 
venues: That, about the year 1770, the provinces of Bengal 
and Bahar were viſited with a dreadful famine and mortality, by 
which at leaſt one third of the inhabitants periſhed :;—That War- 
ren Haſtings, Eſquire, has declared, “ that he had always heard 
* the loſs of inhabitants reckoned at a third, and in many places 
* near one half, of the whole; and that he knew not by 
* what means ſuch a loſs could be recruited in four or five years, 
* and believed it impoſflible.”—'That nevertheleſs the revenue 
was wzolently kept up to its former ſtandard ; that is, in the two 
years immediately preceding the appointment of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to the government of Fort William : in conſequence 
ot which, the remaining tabo thirds of the inhabitants avere obliged 
to pay for the lands now left qwithout cultivation ; and that, from 
the year 1770 to the year 1775, the country had languiſhed, and the 
evil continued enhancing every day: That the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
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ings, in a letter to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
dated the iſt of September 1772, declared, That the lands had 
« ſuffered unheard-of depopulation by the famine and mortality 
c of 1769 :— That the collections, w7olently hep? wp to their fore 
& mer flandard, had added to the diltreis of the country, and 
„% threatencd a general decay of the revenue, unleſs immediate 
« remedies were applied to prevent it.” That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has declared, That, by intruſting the collections to 
„ the hereditary zemindars, the people would be treated with 
c more tenderne, the rents more improved, and cultivation more 
4 likely to be encouraged ; that they have a perpetual intereſt in 
< the country; that heir inheritance cannot be removed; that 
& they are the proprietors; that the lands are heir eftates, and 
& their inheritance ; that, from a long continuance of the lands 
4 in their families, it is to be concluded they have rivetted an 
& authority in the diftrict, acquired an aſcendancy over the 
« minds of the ryots, and /ngratiated their affeftions. That, from 
4% continuing the lands under the management of thoſe, who 
© have a natural and perpetual intereſt in their proſperith, ſolid 
* advantages might be expected to accrue: that the zemindar 
« would be leſs liable to failure or deficiencies than the far- 
„ mer, from the perpetual intereſt which the former hath in the 
% country, and becauſe his inheritence cannot be removed; and 
« jt would be improbable that he ſhould riſque the loſs of it 
e by cloping from his diſtrict, which is too frequently prac- 
„ tiſed by a farmer, when he is hard preſſed for the payment 
de of his balances, and as frequently predetermined when he 
© receives his farm: — That notwithſtanding all the preced- 
ing declarations, made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings of the loſs 
of one third of the inhabitants, and general decline of the coun- 
try, he did, immediately after his appointment to the Govern 
ment, in the year 1772, make an arbitrary ſettlement of the 
revenues for five years, at a higher rate than had ever been re- 
ceived before, and with a progreſſive and accumulating increaſe 
on each of the four laſt years of the ſaid ſettlement. 

That notwithſtanding the right of property and inheritance, 
repeatedly acknowledged by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to be in 
the zemindars and other native landholders, and notwithſtanding 
he had declared, “ that the ſecurity of private property is the 
« greateſt encouragement to induſtry, on which the wealth of 
« every ſtate depends, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, neverthe- 
leſs, in direct violation of thoſe acknowledged rights and prin- 
ciples, did univerſally let the lands of Bengal in farm for five 
years; thereby defiroying all the rights of private property ef 
the zemindars; thereby delivering the management of their 
eſtates to farmers, and transferring, by a moſt arbitrary and un- 
Jul act of power, the whole landed property of Bengal from 
the owners to ſtrangers: that, to accompliſh this iniquitous pur. 
poſe, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did put the lands of Bengal 
up to pretended public auction, aud invited all perſons to make pro- 
projais for farming the ſame, thereby encouraging ſtrangers to bid 
againſt the proprietors; in conſequence of which, not only the 


ſaid proprictors were ouſted of the poſſeſſion and Management 
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of their eſtates, but a great part of the lands fell into the hands 
of the banyans, or principal black ſervants of Britiſh ſubjects, 
connected with, and protected by the Government: and that the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf has fince declared, that, by this 
way, the land; too generally fell into the hands of deſperate or łnav- 
iſh adventurers : that, before the meaſure herein-before deſcribed 
was carried into execution, the ſaid Warren Haftings did eſta- 
bliſh certain fundamental regulations in Council, to be obſerved 
in executing the ſame: that, among theſe regulations, it was 
ſpecially and ſtrictly ordered, that no farm ſhould exceed the 
annual amount of one lack of rupees; and“ that no peſhcar, 
« banyan, or other ſervant, of whatever denomination, of 
« the collector, or relation or dependant of any ſuch ſervant, 
„ ſhould be allowed to farm lands, nor directly or indirectly to 
% hold a concern in any farm, nor to be ſecurity for any farmer :”? 
that, in direct violation of theſe his own regulations and in 
breach of the public truſt repoſed in him, and ſufficiently de- 
clared by the manifeſt duty of his ſtation, if it had not been 
expreſſed and enforced by any poſitive inſtitution, he, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, did permit and fuffer his own banyan, or 
principal black ſteward, named Canto Baboo, to hold farms in 
different purgunnahs, or diſtricts, or to be ſecurity for farms, to 
the amount of thirteen lack of rupees [ 130,000l. or upwards] 
per annum; and that, after enjoying the whole of thoſe farms 
for two years, he was permitted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 
relinquiſh two cf them: that, on the ſubject of the farms held 
by Canto Baboov, the ſaid Warren Haſtings has made the fol- 
lowing declaration : Many of his farms were taken without 
« my knowledge, and almoſt all againſt my advice. I had no 
« right to uſe compuliton or authority ; nor could I with juſtice 
« exclude him, becauſe he was my ſervant, from a liberty al- 
« lowed to all other perſons in the country. The farms which 
«* he quitted, he quitted by my advice, becauſe I thought that 
« he might engage himſelf beyond his abilities, and be involved 
« in diſputes, which 1 did not chuſe to have come before me 
as judge of them.“ That the ſaid declaration contains ſundry 
falſe and contradictory aſſertions: that, if almoſt all the ſaid 
farms were taken againſt his advice, it cannot be true that wany 
of them were taken without his knowledge: that, whether Canto 
Baboo had been his ſervant or not, the faid Warren Haſtings 
was bound by his own regulations to prevent his holding any 
farms to a greater amount than one lack of rupees per annum; 
and that the ſaid Canto Baboo, being the ſervant of the Gover- 
nor General, was excluded by the ſaid regulations from holding 
any farms whatever: that if (as the Directors obſerve) it was 
thought dangerous to permit the banyan of a Collector to be 
concerned in farms, the ſame or ſtronger objections would always 
lie againſt the Governor's banyan being ſo concerned: that the 
fad Warren Haſtings had a right, and was bound by his duty, 
to prevent his ſervant from holding the ſaine : that, in adviſing 
the ſaid Canto Baboo to relinquiſh ſome of the ſaid farms, for 
which he was actually engagad; he has acknowledged an influ- 
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ence over his ſervant, and has uſed that influence for a purpoſ- 
inconſiſtent with his duty to the India Company, namely, to 
deprive them of the ſecurity of the ſaid Canto Baboo's engage. 
ment tor farms, which, on trial, he had found not beneficial, or 
not likely to be continued beneficial, to himſelf; and that if it 
was improper that he, the faid Warren Haſtings, ſhould be the 
judge of any diſputes in which his ſervant might be involved 
on account of his farms, that reaſon ought to have obliged him 
to prevent his ſervant from being engaged in any farms what- 
ever, or to have adviſed his ſaid ſervant to relinquiſh the remain- 
der of his farms, as well as thoſe which the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
affirins he quitted by his advice: that, on the ſubject of the ſaid 
charge, the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company have 
come to the following reſolution : © Reſolved, That it appears 
„ that the conduct of the late Preſident and Council of Fort 
„William in Bengal, in ſuffering Canto Baboo, the preſent 
« Governor General's banyan, to hold farms in different pur- 
“ gunnahs to a large amount, or to be ſecurity for ſuch farms, 
„ contrary to the tenor and ſpirit of the 15th regulation of the 
Committee of Revenue at Fort William, of the 14th of May 
< 1772, and afrerwards relinquiſhing that ſecurity without ſatif- 
faction made to the Company, was highly improper, and has been 
attended with confiderable loſs to the Company ;*” and that, 
12 the whole of this tranſaction, the ſaid Warren Haſtings has 
been guilty of groſs colluſion with his ſervant, and maniteſt 
breach of truſt to his employers : that whereas it was acknow- 
Iedged by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the country, in the 
year 1770 and 1771, had ſuffered great depopulation and decay ; 
and that the collections of thoſe years, having been violently 
kept up to their former ſtandard, had added to the diſtreſs of 
the country; the ſettlement of the revenues made by him for 
five years, commencing the 1ſt of May 1772, inſtead of offering 
any abatement or relief to the inhabitants who had ſurvived the 
famine, held out to the Eaſt-India Company a promiſe of great 
increaſe of revenue, to be exacted from the country by the means 
hereinbefore deſcribed : that this ſettlement was not realized, 
but fell conſiderably ſhort, even in the firit of the five years, 
when the demand was the lighteſt; and that, on the whole of 
the five years, the real collections fell ſhort of the ſettlement, 
to the enormous amount of two millions and a halt ſterling, and 
upwards : that ſuch a ſettlement, if it had been, or could have 
been, rigorouſly exacted from a country already fo diſtreſſed, and 
from a population ſo impaired, that, in the belief of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, it was impoflible ſuch loſs could be recruited 
in four or five years, would have been in fact what it appeared 
to be in form, an act of the molt cruel and tyrannical oppreſſion ; 
but that the real uſe made of that unjuſt demand upon the na- 
tives of Bengal was, to oblige them to compound privately with 
the perſons who formed the ſettlement, and who threatened to 
enforce it: that the enormous balances and remithons, on that 
ſettlement, aroſe from a general colluſion between the farmers 
and collectors, and from a general peculatiou and embezzlement 
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of the revenues, by which the Eaſt-India Company was groſsly 
impoſed on, in the firſt inſtance, by a promiſed zacrea/e of re- 
venue, and defrauded, in the ſecond, not only by the failure of 
that 7ncreaſe, but by the revenues falling ſhort of what they were 
in the two years preceding the ſaid ſettlement, to a great 
amount. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being then at the head 
of the Government of Bengal, was a party to all the ſaid impoſi - 
tion, fraud, peculation, and embezzlement, and is principally 
and ſpecially anſwerable for the fame : and that whereas ſundry 
roots of the ſaid peculation and embezzlement were brought 
before the Court of Directors, the ſaid Directors (in a letter 
dated the 4th of March 1778, and ſigned by William Devaynes 
and Nathaniel Smith, Eſquires, now Chairman and Deput 
Chairman of the ſaid Court, and members of this Houſe) did 
declare, that, “ although it was rather their wiſh to prevent 
„ future evils, then to enter into a ſevere retroſpection of paſt « 
+ abuſes, yet, as in ſome of the caſes then before them, they 
„ conceived there had been flagrant cor: ꝓption, and, in others, 
„great oppreſſions committed on the native inhabitants, they 
„thought it unjuſt to ſufter the delinquents to paſs wholly un- 
% puniſhed; and therefore they directed the Governor General 
« and Council forthwith to commence a proſecution againſt the 
© perſons who compoſed the Committee of Circuit, and their 
& repreſentatives, and againſt all other proper parties ;” but that 
the proſecutions ſo ordered by the Court of Directors, in the 
ear 1778, have never been brought to trial; and that the ſaid 
Varren Haſtings did, on the 23d of December 1783, propoſe and 
carry it in Council, that orders ſhould be given for withdrawing 
the ſaid proſecutions, declaring that he was clearly of opinion 
that there was no ground to maintain them, and that they world 
only be productive of expence to the Company, amd unmerited vexation 
to the partics, | 


152 NH TICL EE XY, Pazy II. 


REVENUE 8 


„ 0 Wy 
HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings has, in ſundry occaſions, 


declared his deliberate opinion generally againſt all innova- 
tions, and particularly in the collection. and management of the 
revenues of Bengal; that“ he was well aware of the expence 
& and inconvenience which ever attends innovations of all kinds 
& on their firſt inſtitution. —That innovations are always attend- 
& ed with difficulties and inconveniencies, and innovations in the 
& revenue, with a ſuſpenſion of the collections: — That the con— 
& tinual variations in the mode of collecting the revenue, and 
* the continual uſurpations on the rights of the people, have 
« fixed in the minds of the ryots, a rooted diſtruſt to the 
« ordinances of Government.” That the Court of Directors 
have repeatedly declared their apprehenſions, “ that a ſudden 
« tranſition from one mode to another, in the inveſtigation and 
& collection of their revenue, might have alarmed the inha— 
c“ hitants, leſſened their confidence in the Company's proceed- 
„ ings, and been attended with other evils,” — That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, immediately after his appointment to the go 
vernment of Fort Fort William, in April 1772, did aboliſh the 
office of Naib Duan, or Native Collector of the revenves then 
exiſting :— That he did at the ſame time appoint a Committee of 
the Board to go on a circuit through the provinces, and to form 
a ſettlement of tne revenues for {ive years: — That he did then 
appoint ſundry of the Company's ſervants to have the manage: 
ment of the collections, viz. one in each diftrict, under the title 
of Colleddor:— That he did then aboliſh the General Board of 
Revenue or Council at Muxadavad, for the following reaſons : 
« That while the controlling and executive part of the revenue, 
« and the correipondence with the Collettors, was carried on 
% by a Council at Muxadavad, the members of the Adminiſtra— 
& tion at Calcutta had no oportunity of acquiring that thorough 
« and comprehenſive knowledge, which could only reſult from 
e practical experience. That the orders of the Court of Directors, 
& which eſtabliſhed a new ſyſtem, which enjoined many new re- 
«Cc 
" —— council ; and it became abſolutely necetiary that 


te the buſineſs of the revenue ſhould he conducted wnder the ins 


„% mediate obſervation and direction of the Beard,” That, in No- 
vember 1773, the faid Warren Hallings aboiiſned the office of 
Collector, and transferred the collection and management o the 
revenues to ſeveral Councils of Revenue, commonly call Prov 
wincial Councils, That, on the 24th of October 1774, the ſaid 

| 5 | : | Warren 


ulations and enquiries, could not properly be delegated to a 
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Warren Haſtings earneſtly offered his advice (to the Governor 
General and Council, then newly appointed by act of Parlia- 
ment) for the continuation of the ſaid ſyflem of Provincial Councils 
in all its parts. — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 22d of 
April 1775, tranſmit to the Directors a formal plan for the fu- 
ture ſettlement of the revenues, and did therein declare, that 
« with reſpect to the mode of managing the collection of the 
« revenue, and the adminiſtration of juſtice, none occurred to 
« him ſo good as the ſyſtem which was already eſtabliſhed, of 
„Provincial Councils.” —That, on the 18th of January 1776, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did tranſmit to the Court of Direfots, A 
plan for the better adminiſtration of juſtice: that, in this plan, 
the eſtabliſhment of the ſaid Provincial Councils was ſpecially 
provided for and confirmed; and that Warrren Haſtings did re- 
commend it to the Directors, to obtain the ſanction of Parliament 
for a confirmation of the ſaid plan. That, on the zoth of April 
1775, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did tranſmit to the Court of 
Directors the draught or ſcheme of an act of Parliament for the 
better adminiſtration of juſtice in the provinces, in which the 
faid eſtabliſhment of Provincial Councils is again ſpecially in- 
cluded, and ſpecial juriſdiction aſſigned to the ſaid Councils. 
That the Court of Directors, in a letter dated 5th February 1777, 
did give the following inſtruction to the Governor General and 
Council, a majority of whom, viz. Sir John Clavering, Colonel 
Monion, and Mr. Francis, had diſapproved of the plan of Pro- 
vincial Councils: If you are fully convinced that the efta- 
„ bliſhmenr of Provincial Councils has not anſwered, nor is not 
„capable of anſwering the purpoſes intended by ſuch inſtitu- 
„tions, we hereby direct yort to form a new plan for the col- 
lection of the revenues, and to tranfmit the ſame to us for 
* our confideration.”” That the faid Warren Haſtings, in contra- 
diction to his own ſentiments repeatedly declared, and to his 
own advice gs "gay and deliberately given, and in defiance 
ot the orders of the Directors, to whom he tranſmitted no pre- 
rious communication whatever, of his intention to abolith the 
ſud Provincial Councils, did, in the beginning of the year 
1781, again change the whole ſyſtem of the collections of the 
public revenue of Bengal, as alſo the adminiſtration of civil and 
criminal juſtice thoughout the provinces, That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in a letter dated 5th of May 1781, adviſing the Court 
of Directors of the ſaid changes, has falſely affirmed, ** that the 
„plan of ſuperintending and collecting the public revenue of 
„the provinces, through the agency of Provincial Councils, 
had been inſtituted for the temporary and declared purpoſe 
of introducing another more permanent mode by an eaſy and 
* gradual change.” That, on the contrary, the ſaid Warren 
Hattings, from the year 1773, to the year 1781, has conſtantly 
and uniformly infifted on the wiſdom of that inſtitution, and on 
the neceſſity of never departing from it :—That he has, in that 
time, repeatedly adviſed, that the ſaid inſlitution ſhould be con- 
frmed in perpetuity by an act of Parliament: — That the ſaid total 
Glolution of the Provincial Councils was not introduced by 

any 
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any eaſy and gradual change, nor by any gradations whatever 
but was ſudden and unprepared, and inſtantly accompliſhed by 
a ſingle act of power: and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the 
place of the faid Councils, has ſubſtituted a Committee of Re. 
venue, conliſting of four covenanted ſervants, on principles op. 
polite to thoſe which he had himſelf profeſſed; and with ex. 
cluſtive powers, tending to deprive the members of the Supreme 
Council of a due knowledge of, and inſpection into, the ma- 
nagement of the territorial revenues, ſpecially and unalienably 
veſted by the Legiſlature in the Governor General and Council, 
and to veſt the ſame ſolely and entirely in the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings. That the reaſons aſſigned by the ſaid Warren Hat. 
ings, 2 conſtituting the ſaid Committee of Revenue, are in- 
compatible with theſe which he profeſſed, when he aboliſhed 
the Subordinate Council of Revenue at Muxadavad. That he 
has inveſted the ſaid Committee i» the fulleſt manner, with all the 
poxwers and authority of the Governor General and Council. "That 
he has thereby contracted the whole power and office of the Pro- 
vincial Councils into a ſmall compaſs, and veited the ſame in 
four perſons appointed by himſelf:— That he has thereby taken 
the general tranſaction and cognizances of revenue bufineſs out 
of the Supreme Council :—That the ſaid Committee are im- 
powered to conduct the current buſineſs of the revenue depart- 
ment, without reference to the Supreme Council, and only re. 
port to the Board ſuch extraordinary occurrences, claims, and propoſals, 
as may require the ſpecial orders of tht Board :— That even the in- 
ſtructions, to report to the Board, in extraordinary caſcs, is nu— 
gatory and fallacious, being accompanied with limitations which 
make it impoſſible for the taid Board to decide on any queſtions 
whatfoever; fince, it is expreſſly provided by the ſaid Warren Hatt- 
ings, that, if the members of the Committee differ in opinion, it is 
not expefted that every diſſentient opinion ſhould be recorded; con- 
ſequently the Supreme Council, on any reference to their Board, 
can ſee nothing but the reſolutions or reaſons of the majority of 
the Committee, without the arguments on which the diſſentient 
opinions might be founded: and ſince it is allo exprefily pro- 
vided by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he determination of the 
majority of the Committee ſhould not therefore be flayed, unleſs it 
Hould be fo agreed by the majority; that is, that, notwithſtanding 
the reference to the Supreme Council, the meaſure ſhall be exe- 
cuted without waiting for their deciſion.— That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has delivered his opinion, with many arguments to ſup— 

rt the ſame, in favour of long leaſes of the lands, in pre- 
| to annual ſettlements ; that he has particularly declared, 
« that the farmer, who holds his farm for one year only, having 
% no intereſt in the next, takes what he can with a hand of 
„ rigour, which, even in the execution of legal claims, is often 
de equivalent to violence. He is under the neceſſity of being 
& rigid, and even cruel; for what is left in arrcar, after the ex- 
% piration of his power, is at beſt a doubtful debt, if ever re- 
& coverable. He will be tempted to exceed the bounds of 
1% right, and to augment his income by irregular exattions, * 
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« by racking the tenants, for which pretences will not be want- 
« ing, where the farms paſs annually from one hand to another. 
« That the diſcouragements which the tenants feel, from being 
« transferred every year to new landlords, are a great objection 
« to ſuch ſhort leaſes; that they contribute to injure the cul- 
« tivation, and diſpeople the lands. That, on the contrary, 
« from long farms, the farmer acquires a permanent intereſt in 
« his lands; he will, for his own ſake, lay out money in aſſiſt- 
« ing his tenants, in improving lands already cultivated, and in 
« clearing and cultivating waſte lands.“ That nevertheleſs, the 
fd Warren Haitings, having lett it to the diſcretion of the 
Committee of Revenue, appointed by him 1n 1781, to fix the 
time for which the enfuing ſettlement ſhould be made; and 
the ſaid Committee having declared, that <vith reſpect to the pe- 
riod of the leaſes in general, it appeared to the Committee, that to limit 
them to one year world be the beſt period: he, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, approved of that limitation, in manifeſt contradiction to 
all his own arguments, profeſſions, and declarations, concerning 
the fatal conſequences of annual leaſes of the lands: — That, ia ſo 
doing, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not hold himſelf bound or 
refrained by the orders of the Court of Directors, but acted 
upon his own diſcretion ; and that he has, for partial and in- 
tereſted purpoſes, exerciſed that diſcretion, in particular inſtances, 
againſt his own general ſettlement for one year, by granting per- 
petual leaſes of farms and zemindaries to perſons ſpecially fa- 
roured by him; and particularly by granting a perpetual leaſe 
of the zemindary of Baharbund, to his ſervant Canto Baboo, 
on very low terms :— That, in all the preceding tranſactions, the 
fud Warren Haſtings did act contrary to his duty, as Governor 
of Fort William, contrary to the orders of his employers, and 
contrary to his own declared ſenfe of expediency, conſiſteney, and 
juſtice ; and thereby did harraſs and afllict the inhabitants of the 
provinces with perpetual changes in the ſyſtem and execution 
of the government placed over them; and with continued in- 
novations and exactions againſt the rights of the ſaid inhabitants; 
thereby deſtroying all ſecurity to private property, and all con- 
flence in the good faith, ptinciples, and juice of the Britiſh 
Gorernment ;—And that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having ſub 
ſttuted his own inſtruments to be the managers and collectors 
of tne public revenue, in the manner hereinbefore mentioned, 
ad act in manifeit breach and defiance of an act of the 13th 
ok his preſent Majeſty, by which the ordering and management and 
povernment of all the territorial revenues in the kingdoms of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriſſa, were veſted in the Governor General and 
Council, without any power of delegating the ſaid truſt and duty 
to any other perſons; and that by ſuch unlawful delegation of 
the powers of the Council to a ſubordinate Board appointed by 
himſelf, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did in effect unite and 
reſt in his own perſon, the ordering, government, and manage- 
ment of all the ſaid territorial revenues: —And that, for the ſaid 
level act, he, the faid Warren Haſtings, is ſolely anſwerable, 
ie fame having been propoſed aud reſolved in Council, when 
the 
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the Governor General and Council confiſted but of two perſonz 
preſent ; namely, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the late Ed. 
ward Weeler, Eſq; and when, conſequently, the Gevernor 
General, by virtue of the caſting voice, poſſeſſed the whole power 
of the Government. That, in all the changes and innovations 
herein-before deſcribed, the pretence uſed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, to recommend and juſtify the ſame to the Court of 


Directors, has been, that ſuch changes and innovations would be 


attended with increaſe of revenue, or diminution of expence to 
the Eaſt-India Company :—That ſuch pretence, 1t true, would 
not have been a juſtification of ſuch acts; but that ſuch pre- 
tence is falſe and groundleſs.— That, during the adminiſtration of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the territorial revenues have declined, 
that the charges of collecting the ſame have greatly increaſed; 
and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by his neglect, miſmanage. 
ment, and by a dire& and intended waſte of the Company's pro. 
perty, is chargeable with, and anſwerable for all the faid decline 
of revenue, and all the ſaid increaſe of expence. 
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3 1 ATT the province of Oude and its dependencies were, | 

before their connection with, and ſubordination to | 
the Company, in a flouriſting condition with regard to culture, | 
commerce, and population, and their rulers and principal nobility ; 1 
maintained themſelves in a ſtate of affluence and ſplendour ; but 
very ſhortly after the period aforeſaid, the proſperity, both of the [ 
country and its chiefs, began ſenſibly and rapidly to decline; in- | 
ſomuch, that the revenue of the ſaid province, which on the loweſt 
eſtimation had been found, in the commencement of the Britiſh 
influence, at upwards of 3, ooo, oool. ſterling annually (and that 
ample revenue raiſed without detriment to the country) did not, in 
the year 1779, exceed the ſum of 1, 00,0001. and in the ſubſequent 
years did fall much ſhort of that tum, although the rents were 
generally advanced, and the country grievouſly oppreſled in order 
to raiſe it. 

IT. That in the aforeſaid year 1779, the demands of the Eaſt 
India Company on the Nabob of Oude are ſtated by Mr. Purling, 
their Reſident at the court of Oude, to amount to the ſum of 
1,360,0001. ſterling, and upwards, leaving (upon the ſuppoſition 
that the whole revenue ſhould amount to the ſum of 1, 500,0001, 
ſterling, to which it did not amount) no more than 140,000l. 
ſterling, for the ſupport of the dignity of the houſehold and family 
of the Nabob, and for the maintenance of his government, as well 
as for the payment of the public debts due within the province. 
III. That by the treaty of Fyzabad, a regular brigade of the 
Company's troops, to be ſtationed in the dominions of the Nabob 
of Oude, were kept up at the expence of the ſaid Nabob; in 
addition to which, a temporary brigade of the ſame troops was 
added to his eſtabliſhment, together with ſeveral detached corps in 
the Company's ſervice, and a great part of his own native troops 
were put under the command of Britiſh officers. 

IV. That the expence of the company's temporary brigade 
increaſed in the ſame year (the year of 1779) upwards of 80,0001, 
ſterling above the eſtimate ; wn the expence of the country troops 
under Britiſh officers, in the ſame period, increaſed upwards of 
49,0001. ſterling; and in addition to the aforeſaid ruinous ex- 
pences, a large civil eſtabliſhment was gradually, ſecretly, and 
without any authority from the Court of Directors, or record in 
the books of the Council General concerning the ſame, formed 
tor the Reſident and another, under Mr Wombwell, an agent for 
the Company; as alſo ſeveral penſions and allowances, in the 
S- fame ſecret and clandeſtine manner, were charged on the revenues 
of the ſaid Nabob, for the benefit of Britiſh ſubjects, beſides large 


decuſional gifts to perſons in the Company's ſervice, 
ä 98 v. That 
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V. That in the month of November 1770, the ſaid Nabob did 
repreſent to Mr. Purling, the Company's Reſident aforeſaid, the 
diſtreſſed ſtate of his revenues, in the following terms : „During 
e three years paſt, the expence occaſioned by the troops in brigade, 
„ and others commanded by European officers, has much diſtreſſed 
„ the ſupport of my houſehold, inſomuch, that the allowance; 
& made to the ſeraglio and children of the deceaſed Nabob have 
& been reduced to one fourth of what it had been, upon which the 
„ have ſubliſted in a very diſtreſſed manner for two years paſt. 
« The attendants, writers, and ſervants, &c. of my court have 
„ received no pay for two years paſt; and there is at preſent no 
„ part of the country that can be allotted to the payment of 
„% my father's private creditors, whoſe applications are daily pref- 
« ſing upon me. All theſe difficulties I have for theſe three 
years paſt ſtruggled through, and found this conſolation therein, 
„ that it was complying with the pleaſure of the honourable 
“Company, and in the hope that the Supreme Council would 
© make enquiry from impartial perſons into my diſtreſſed ſituation; 
* but I am now forced to a repreſentation. From the great 
« increaſe of expence, the revenues were neceſſarily farmed out at a 
« high rate; and deficiencies followed yearly, The country and 
« cultivation is abandoned; and this year, in particular, from the 
& exceflive drought, deductions of many lacks” [ſtated by the 
Reſident, in his letter to the Board of the 13th of the month 
following, to amount to 25 lacks, or 2 50, oool ſterling] © have been 
« allowed the farmers, who were ſtill left unſatisfied. —I have 
received but juſt ſufficient to ſupport my abſolute neceſſities, the 
revenues being deficient to the amount of 15 lacks,” [I 50,0001, 
ſterling] “and for this reaſon, many of the old chieftains, with 
„ their troops, and the uſeful attendants of the court, were forced 
to leave it, and there is now only a few foot and horſe for the 
collection of my revenues; and ſhould the Zemindars be refrac- 
6 tory, there is not left a ſufficient number to reduce them to 
„ obedience.” And the ſaid Nabob did therefore pray, that the 
aſſignments for the new brigade, the corps of horſe, and the 
other detached bodies of the Company's troops, might not be 
required from him; alledging, „that the former was not only 
„quite uſeleſs to his government, but, moreover, the cauſe of 
„ much loſs both in the revenues and cuſtoms; and that the 
<« detached bodies of troops, under their European officers, brought 
e nothing but confufion into the affairs of his government, and 

„were entirely their own maſters,” 
VI. That it appears that the ſaid Nabob was not bound by any 
_— to the maintenance, without his conſent, even of the old brigade; 
the Court of Directors having, in their letter of the 15th December 
1775, approved of keeping the fame in his ſervice, “provided it vas 
done with the free conſent of the Soubah, and by no means without it.” 
And the new brigade, and temporary corps, were raiſed on the ex- 
pos condition that the expence thereof ſhould be charged on the 
Jabob only er fo long a time as he ſpoul require the corps for his 
« ſervice.” And the Court of Directors expreſs to the Governor 
General and Council their ſenſe of the ſaid agreement in the follow- 
| ing 
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mg terms: © But if you intend to exert your influence, firſt to in- 
« duce the Vizier to acquieſce in your propoſal, and afterwards 70 
6 compel him to keep the troops in his pay during your pleaſure, your in- 
« tents are unjuſt ; and a correſpondent conduct would reflect great 4.0. 
« honour on the Company. 

VII. That in anſwer to the decent and humble repreſentation 
aforeſaid of the Nabob of Oude, the allegations of which, fo far as 
they relate to the diſtreſſed ſtate of the Nabob's finances, and his 
total inability to diſcharge the demands made on him, were con- 
firmed by the teſtimony of the Engliſh Refident at Oude, and which 
the ſaid Haſtings did not deny, in the whole or in any part thereof, 
he, the faid Warren Haſtings, did, on pretence of certain political 
dangers, declare the relief defired, to be“ without heſitation totally 
inadmiſſible;“ and did falſely and maliciouſly inſinuate, © that the 
« 7072 in which the demands of the Nabob were aſſerted, and the 
&« ſeaſon in which they were made, did give cauſe for the moſt alarm- 
« ing ſuſpicions.” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a letter to 
the Nabob aforeſaid, written in haughty and inſolent language, 
and without taking any notice of the dilkreſſes of the ſaid Nabob, 
alledged and verified as before recited, “ require and inſiſt upon your 
« [the Nabob's] granting tuncaws [aſſignments] for the full amount 
„of their [the Company's] demands upon you for the current year, 
and on your reſerving funds ſufficient to anſwer them, ever ſhould 
«* the deficiencies of your revenues compel you to leave your owon troops un- 
& provided for, or to diſband a part of them, lo enable you to effect it.” 

VIII. That in a letter, written at the fame time to the Refident 
Purling, and intended for his directions in enforcing on the Nabob 
the unjuſt demands aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath aſſert- 
ed, in direct contradiction to the treaties ſubſiſting between the ſaid 
Nabob and the Company, * that he [the Nabob] ſtands engaged to 
« our Government to maintain the Engliſh armies, which, at his own 
e requeſt, have been formed for the protection of his dominions ; 
and that it is our part, and not his, to judge and determine in <what 
* manner and at what time theſe ſhall be reduced and withdrawn.” 
And in a minute of conſultation, when the aforeſaid meaſure was 
propoſed by the ſaid Haſtings to the Supreme Council, he did affirm 
and maintain, that the troops aforeſaid, “ had now no ſeparate or 
diſtinct exiſtence from ours, and may be properly ſaid to confiſt 
of our avhole military eſtabliſhment, with the exception only of 
„our European infantry; and that they could not be withdrawn 
* without impoſing on the Company the additional burden of them, or 
„ diſbanding nine battalions of diſciplined ſepoys, and three regi- 
„ ments of horſe.” 

IX. That in the minute of conſultation aforeſaid, he, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, hath farther, in juſtification of the violent and 
arbitrary proceedings aforeſaid, afſerted, * that the arrangement of 
« meaſures between the Britiſh Government and their allies, the 
„ native powers of India, muſt, in caſe of diſagreement about the 
« neceſſity thereof, be decided by the ftrongeſt; and hath thereby ad- 
vanced a dangerous and moſt indecently-expreſſed poſition, ſubver- 
five of the rights of allies, and tending to breed war and confuſion, 
ſtead of cordiality and 8 amongſt them, and to deſtroy 
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all confidence of the Princes of India in the faith and juſtice of the 
Engliſh nation: and the ſaid Haſtings having farther, in the minute 
aforeſaid, preſumed to threaten to bring to puniſhment, if my in- 
4 fluence [his the faid Haſtings's influence] can produce that effect, 
& thoſe incendiaries who have endeavoured to make themſelves the 
« inſtruments of diviſion between us,” hath, as far as in him lay, 
obſtructed the performance of one of the molt eſſential duties of a 
Prince, engaged in an unequal alliance with a preſiding ſtate—that 
of repreſenting the grievances of his ſubjects to that more powerful 
ſtate, by whoſe acts they ſuffer; leaving thereby the governing 
power in total ignorance of the effects of its own meaſures, and to 
the oppreſſed people no other choice than the alternative of an un- 
3 ſubmiſſion, or a reſiſtance productive of conſequences more 
atal. 

KX. That all relief being denied to the Nabob, in the manner and 
on the grounds aforeſaid, the demands of the Company on the ſaid 
Nabob in the year following, that is to ſay, in the year 1780, did 
amount to the enormous ſum of 1, 400, oool. ſterling, and the diſtreſs 
of the province did rapidly increaſe. 

XI. That the Nabob, on the 24th February of the ſame year, did 
again write to the Governor General, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, a 
letter, in which he expreſſed his conſtant friendſhip to the Company, 
and his ſubmiſſion and obedience to their orders; and aſſerting, that 
he had not troubled them with any of his difficulties, truſting they 
would learn them from other quarters, and that he ſhould be re- 
lieved by their friendſhip: But [he ſays] when the &nife had pence 
« trated to the bone, and I was ſurrounded with ſuch heavy diſtreſſes, 
that I could no longer live in expectations, I then wrote an ac- 
count of my difficulties. The anſwer I have received to it is ſuch, 
* that it has given me inexpreſſible grief and affliftion. I never 
„had the leaſt idea or expectation from you and the Council, that 
« you would have given your orders in /o affiiting a manner, in 
& evhich you never before wrote, and I could newer have imagined, I 
have delivered up all my private papers to him, [the Reſident] 
© that after examining my receipts and expences, he may take 
„ whatever remains. That as I know it to be my duty to ſatisfy 
you, [the Company and Council] I have not failed to obey in any 
& inſtance; but requeſted of him, that it might be done ſo us not to 
„ diſtreſs me in my zece/ary expences. There being no other funds 
but thoſe for the expences of my mutſeddies, [clerks and account- 
„ ants] houſhold expences, and ſervants, &c. he demanded theſe 
„in ſuch a manner, that, being remedileſs, I was obliged to comply 
& with what he required. He has accordingly ſtopped the penſions 
& of my old ſervants for thirty years, whether ſepoys, -| ſoldiers] mutſea- 
* dies ſecretaries and accountants] or houſhold ſervants, and the expences 
% my family and kitchen, together abith the jaghires of my grandmother, 
* mother, and aunts, and of my brothers and dependants, which ere for 
« their ſupport.” 

XII. Thar in anſwer to the letter aforeſaid, the Reſident receiv- 
ed from the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Council, an order to perſevere 
in the demand to its fulleſt extent, that is to ſay, to the amount ot 
1,400,000], ſterling, 
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XIII. That on the 15th of May the Nabob replied, complain- 


ing, in an humble and ſuppliant manner, of his diſtreſſed fituation; 
that he had at firſt oppoſed the aſſigning to the uſe of the Company 
the eſtates of his mother, of his grandmother, of one of his uneles, 
and of the ſons of another; but that, in obedience to the injunc- 
tions of the gentlemen of the Council,” it had been done, to the a- 
mount, on the whole, of 80,0001. ſterling a year, or thereabouts: 
that whatever effects were in the country, with even his table, his 
animals, and the ſalaries of his ſervants, were granted iu aſſign- 
ments: that beſides theſe, if they were reſolved again to compel 
him to give up the eſtates of his parents and relations, which were 
granted them for their maintenance, they were at the Company's 
difpoſal ; faying, „If the Council have directed you to attach them, 
« doit: in the country no farther ſources remain. I have no means; 
« for I have not a ſubfiſtence.— How long ſhall I dwell upon my 
misfortunes ?” 

XIV. That the truth of the ſaid remonſtrances was not diſputed, 
nor the tone in which they were written complained of, the ſame being 
ſubmiſſive, and even abject, though the cauſe (his diſtreſſes) was by 
the ſaid Haſtings, in a great degree, and in terms the moſt offenſive, 
attributed to the Nabob himſelf; but no relief was given, and the 
fame unwarrantable eſtabliſhments were maintained, and the fame 
ruinous expences were kept up. 

XV. That the faid Warren Haſtings having confidered as in- 
cendiaries thoſe who adviſed the —. bac aforeſaid, and to pre- 
vent the ſame in future, having denounced vengeance on thoſe con- 
cerned therein, did, for the purpoſe of keeping in his own power all 


repreſentations of the ſtate of the court and country aforeſaid, and 


to ſubject both the one and the other to his own arbitrary will, and 
to draw to himſelf and to his creatures the management of the Na- 
bob's revenues, in defiance of the orders of the Court of Directors, 
a ſecond time recall Mr, Briſtow, the Company's Refident, from 


che Court of Oude; having once before recalled him, as the faid 


Directors expreſs themſelves, “without the ſhadow of a charge be- 
ing exhibited againſt him;” and having on the occafion and time 
now ſtated, produced no ſpecific charge againſt the faid Refident ;— 
and he, the ſaid Haſtings, did appoint Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. 
toſucceed him, it being his declared principle, that he muſt have a 
perſon of his own confidence in that ſituation. ; 

XVI. That the faid Warren Haſtings, after he had refuſed all 
relief to the diſtreſſes of the Nabob, in the manner aforeſaid, and 
had deſcribed thoſe who adviſed the repreſentation of the grievances 
of Oude as incendiaries did himſelf, in a minute of the 21 of May 
1791, deſcribe that province “ as fallen into a ſtate of great diſorder 
* and confuſion, and its reſources in an extraordinary degree di- 
* miniſhed;“ and did ſtate, that his prefence in the ſaid province 
was requeſted by the Nabob; and that unleſs ſome efſectual mea- 
ſures were taken for his relief, he [the Nabob] muſt be under the 
neceſſity of leaving his country, and coming down to Calcutta, to 
repreſent the fituation of his government. And Mr. Wheler did de- 
elare, that the Governor General's repreſentation of the ſtate of that 
province “ was but too well founded; and was convinced that 
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« would require his utmoſt abilities and powers, applied and exer. 
« ciſed on the ſpot, to reſtore it to its former —— order and afflu- 
* ence.” 

XVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in conſequence of the 
minute aforeſaid, did grant to himſelf, and did procure the conſent 
of his only colleague, Edward Wheler, Eſq. to a commiiſion or 
delegation, with powers © to aſſiſt the Nabob Vizier in forming 
* ſuch regulations as may be neceſſary for the peace and good 
« order of his government, the improvement of his revenue, 
and the adjuſtment of the mutual concerns ſubſiſting between 
„ him and the Company.” And in the ſaid commiſſion or dele. 
gation, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did cauſe to be inſerted cer. 
tain powers and proviſions, of a new and dangerous nature, (that 
is to ſay) reciting the buſineſs before mentioned, he did convey to 
himſelf “ ſuch authority to enforce the ſame, as the Governor Ge- 
% neral and Council might or could exerciſe, on occaſions in which they 
& could be warranted to exerciſe the ſame; and to form and conclude 
« ſuch ſeveral engagements or treatics with the Nabob Vizier, the 
© Government of Barar, and with any chiefs or powers of Hin- 
„ doſtan, as he ſhould judge expedicnt or neceflary.” Towards 
the concluſion of the act or inſtrument aforeſaid are the words fol- 
lowing, viz. It is hereby declared, that all ſuch acts, and all 
« ſuch engagements or treaties aforeſaid, ſhall be binding on the 
„Governor General and Council, in the ſame manner, and as 
% effectually, as if they had been done and paſſed by the ſpecific aud in- 
« mediate concurrence and adtual junction of the Governor General and 
« Council, in council aſſembled.” And the ſaid powers were, by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, given by himſelf and the ſaid Wheler, 
under the ſeal of the Company, on the 3d July 1781. 

XVIII. That the ſaid commiſſion, delegating to him, the faid 
Warren Haſtings, the whole functions of the Council, is deſtrue- 
tive to the conſtitution thereof, and is contrary to the Company's 
ſtanding orders, and is illegal. 

XIX. That in virtue of thoſe powers, and the illegal delegation 
aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had finiſhed his butt 
neſs at Benares, did procure a meeting with the Nabob of Oude, at 
a place called Chunar, upon the confines of the country of Be- 


nares, and did there enter into a treaty, or pretended treaty, with 


the ſaid Nabob; one part of which the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
2 was drawn up from a ſeries of requiſitions preſented to him 
y the Nabob, but which requiſitions, or any copy thereof, or of 
any other material document relative thereto, he did not at the time 
tranſmit to the Prefidency ; the ſaid Warren Haſtings informing 
Mr. Wheler, that the Reſident, Middleton, had taken the authentic 
papers relative to this tranſaction with him to Lucknow: and it 
does not appear that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ever reclaim the 
ſaid papers, in order to record them at the Preſidency, to be tranſ- 
mitted to the Court of Directors, as it was his duty to do. 
XX. That the purport of certain articles of the ſaid treaſury, on 
the part of the Company, was, that in conſideration of the Nabob's 
inability (which inability the preamble of the treaty aſſerts to have 


been * repeatedly and urgently repreſented”) to ſupport the ex- 
pence? 
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pences of the temporary brigade, and of three regiments of cayalry, 
and alſo of the Britiſh officers, with their battalions, and of cher 

entlemen, who were then paid by him, the ſeveral corps aforeſaid, 
and the other gentlemen (with the exception of the Refident's 
office, then on the Nabod's lift, and a regiment of ſepoys for the Re- 
fident's guard) ſhould, after a term of two and a half months, be 
no longer at his [the Nabob's] charge.—* The true meaning of 
« this being, that no more troops than one brigade, and the pay 
« and allowances of a regiment of ſepoys,“ (as aforeſaid to the Re- 
fident) amounting in the whole to 342,0001, a year, ſhould be paid 
by the Nabob. And that 20 officers, troops, or others, ſhould be put 
upon the 80 eftabliſhment, excluſive of thoſe in the ſaid treaty 
mipulated. 

XXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did defend and juſtify the 
ſaid articles, in which the troops aforeſaid were to be removed from 
the Nabob's eſtabliſhment, by declaring as follows: “ That the 
« aFual diſburſements to thoſe troops had fallen upon our own 
% funds, and that wwe ſupport a body of troops, eſtabliſhed /olely for 
« the defence of the Nabob's poſſeſſions, at our own expence, It is 
true, we Charge the Nabob with this expence ; but the large ba- 
«* lance already due from him thews too juſtly the little proſpect 
there was of diſengaging ourſelves from a burden which was daily . 
„adding to our diſtreſſes, and muſt ſoon become in/upportable, 
although it were granted that the Nabob's debt, then ſuffered to 
* accumulate, might at ſome future period be liquidated; and that 
« this meaſure would ſubſtantially effect an inſtant relief to the 
« pecumary diſtreſſes of the Company.” 

XXII. That Nathaniel Middleton, the Refident, did alſo de- 
clare, that he would at all times teſtify, “that upon the plan of 
the foregoing years, the receipts from the Nabob were only 
* a deception, and not an advantage, but an injury to the Company z®? 
and * that a remiſſion to the Nabob, of this inſufferable burden, 
* was a gw to the Company.” And the ſaid Haſtings did aſſert, 
that the force of the Company was not leſſened by withdrawing the 
temporary troops; although (when it ſuited the purpoſe of the ſaid 
Haſtings, in denying juſt relief to the diſtreſſes ot the ſaid Nabob of 
Oude) he had not ſerupled to aſſert the direct contrary of the po- 
ſitions by him maintained in juſtification of the treaty of Chunar, 
having, in his minute aforeſaid, of the 15th of December 1779, 
aſſerted, that theſe troops“ [the troops maintained by the Nabob 
of Oude] “ had no /eparate or diftin# exiſtence, and may be properly 
* ſaid to conſiſt of our whole military eſtabliſhment, with the ex- 
* ception only of our European infantry ; and that they could not 
be withdrawn, without impoſing on the Company the additional bure 
den of their expence, or kilbanding nine battalions of diſciplined 
ſepoys, and three regiments of horſe.” 

XXIII. That he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in juſtification of 
his agreement to withdraw the troops aforeſaid from the territories 
and pay of the Nabob of Oude, did farther declare, „that he had 
* been too much accuſtomed to the tales of hoſtile preparation, and 
* impending invaſions, againſt all the evidence of political proba- 
* bility, to regard them as any other than phantoms, raiſed for 
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the purpoſe of perpetuating or multiplying commands ;*” and he 
did truſt “ all ideas of danger from the neighbouring powers was 
« altogether viſionary ; and that, even if they had been better 
« founded, this mode of anticipating poſlible evils would be more 
« miſchievous than any thing they had reaſon to apprehend ;” and 
that the internal ſtate of the Nabob's dominions did not require the 
continuance of the ſaid troops; and that the Nabob, © awhoſe con- 
& cern it avas, and not ours, did affirm the ſame, notwithſtandin 
he, the ſaid Haſtings, had before, in anſwer to the humble ſuppl. 
cations of the Nabob, aſſerted, that * it <vas our part, and not his, 
eto judge and determine in what manner, and at what time, they 
& ſhould be reduced or withdrawn.” 

XXIV. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in ſupport of his mea. 
ſure of withdrawing the ſaid brigade, and other troops, did alſo 
repreſent, that © the remote ſtations of thoſe troops, placing the 
« commanding officers beyond the notice and controul of the 
« Board, afforded too much opportunity and temptation for un- 
% warrantable emoluments, and excited the contagion of peculation 
& and rapacity throughout the whole army; and as an inſtance thereof, 
ce that a Court Martial, compoſed of officers of rank and reſpect- 
„able characters, unanimouſly and honourably, * moſt honour- 


e ably,” acquitted an officer upon an acknowledged fact, which in 


te times of ſtricter diſcipline would have been deemed a crime de- 
„ ſerving the ſevereſt puniſhment.” 

XXV. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having 1n the letter afore- 
faid contradicted all the grounds and reaſons by him aſſigned for 
keeping up the aforeſaid eſtabliſhment, and having declared his 
own conviction, that the whole was a fallacy and impoſition, and 
a detriment to the Company inſtead of a benefit, circumſtances (it 
they are true) which he might and ought to have well known, was 
guilty of an high crime and miſdemeanor, in carrying on the im- 
poſture and deluſion aforeſaid, and in continuing an infupportable 
burden and grievance upon the Nabob for ſeveral years, without 
attending to his repeated ſupplications to be relieved therefrom, to 
the utter ruin of his country, and to the deſtruction of the diſ. 
cipline of the Britiſh troops, by diffuſing among them a general 
ſpirit of peculation ; and the ſaid Haſtings hath committed a griev- 
ous offence in upholding the ſame pernicious ſyſtem, until by his 
own confeſſion and declaration, in his minute of the 21ſt of May 
1781, „the evils had grown to fo great an height, that exertions 
% will be required more powerful than can be made through the 
„ delegated authority of the ſervants of the Company now in the 
« province; and that he was far from ſanguine in his expectations, 
te that ever his own endeavours would be attended with much fue. 
* ceſs,” 

XXVI. That at the time of making the ſaid treaty, and at the 
time when, under colour of the diftreſs of the Nabob of Oude, 
and the failure of all other means for his relief, he the ſaid Haſtings 
broke the Company's faith with the parents of the Nabob, and firlt 
encouraged, and afterwards compelled him to deſpoil them of their 
landed eſtates, money, jewels, and houſchold goods; and winic 
the ſaid Nabob continued heavily in debt to the Company, he bor 
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Gid Warren Haſtings did, “ abi. heſitation,” accept of, and 
receive from, the Nabob of Oude, and his miniſters, (who are no- 
torioutly known to be not only under his influence, but under his 
abſolute command) a bribe, or unlawful gift or preſent, of one 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, and upwards ;—That, even if 
the ſaid pretended gift could be ſuppoſed to be voluntary, it was 
contrary to the expreſs proviſion of the regulating act of the 13th 
year of his Majeſty's reign, prohibiting the receipt of all preſents 
upon any pretence whatſoever, and contrary to his own ſenſe of 
the true intent and meaning of the ſaid act, declared upon a fimilar, 
but not ſo ſtrong a caſe ; that is, where the ſervice done, and the 
preſent offered in return for it, had taken place before the promul- 
gation of the above laws in India; on that occaſion he declared, 
that the excluſion, by an act of Parliament, admitted of no 
« abatement or evaſion, wherever its authority extended.“ 

XXVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, confiding in an intereſt 
which he ſuppoſed himſelf to have formed in the Eafi-India Houſe, 
did endeavour to prevail on the Court of Directors to violate the 
ſud act, and to ſuffer him to appropriate the money, fo illegally 
accepted by him, to his own profit, as a reward for his ſervices, 

XXVIII. That the faid Warren Haſtings has ſince declared to 
the Court of Directors, that when fortune threw a ſum in his way 
(meaning the ſum of money above mentioned) of a magnitude cuhich 
could not be concealed, he choſe to apprize his employers of it; thereby 
confeſſing, that but for the magnitude of the ſame rendering it dit- 
ficult to be concealed, he never would have diicovercd it to them. 
And the ſaid unlawful preſent being received at the time when, for 
reaſons directly contradictory of all his former recorded decla- 
rations, he did agree to remove the aforeſaid troops from the Na- 
bob's dominions, and to recal the penſioners aforeſaid, it muſt be 
preſumed, that he did not agree to give the relief (which he had 
before ſo obſtinately refuſed) upon the grounds and motives of juſ- 
tice, policy, or humanity, but in confideration of the ſum of mo- 
ney aforeſaid, which in a time of ſuch diſtreſs in the Nabob's affairs 
could not be rationally given, except for thoſe and other conceſ- 
kons, ſtipulated for in the ſaid treaty, but which had on former 
occaſions been refuſed. 

XXIX. That, notwithſtanding his, the ſaid Warren Haſtings's, 
receipt of the 100, oool. as aforeſaid, he did violate every one of 
the ſtipulations of the ſaid treaty ; and particularly he did continue 
in the country and in the ſervice of the Nabob of Oude thoſe 
troops which he had ſo recently ſtipulated to withdraw from his 
country, and to take from his eſtabliſhment ; for, upon the 24th of 
December following, he did order the temporary brigade, making 
ten battalions of 500 men each, to be again put on the Vizier's 
liſt; although he had recently informed the Court of Directors, 
through Edward Wheler, Eſq. that any benefit to be derived from 
the Nabob's paying that brigade was a fallacy and a deception, and 
that the ſame was a charge upon the Company, and not an allevi- 
aon of its diſtreſſes, as well as an in/upportable burden to the Nabob. 
Thus having, within a ſhort ſpace of time, twice contradicted him- 
ſelf, both in declaration and in conduct. 

XXX. Thak 
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XXX. That this meaſure, in direct violation of a treaty of not three 
months duration, was ſo injudicious, that in the opinion of the aſſiſtant 
refident, Johnſon, © nothing leſs than blows could effect it.“ He, 
the ſaid reſident, farther adding, „that the Nabob was not even 
« able to pay off the arrears ſtill due to it [the new brigade]; 
& and that the troops being all in arrears, and no poſſibility of 
&« preſent payment, ſo large a body aſſembled here, [ viz, at 
„ Lucknow] without any means to check and control them, 
„ nothing but diſorder could follow. As one proof that the Na- 
& bob is as badly off for funds as we are, I may inform you, that 
« his cavalry roſe this day upon him, and went all armed to the 
palace, to demand from thirteen to eighteen months arrears, and 
% were with great difficulty perſuaded to retire, which was pro- 
e bably more effected by a body of troops getting under arms to go 
« againſt them than any conſideration.” But the letter of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſquire, of the 24th of December, giving the above or- 
ders for the infraction of the treaty, and to which the letter, 
from whence the foregoing extracts are taken, is an anſwer, doth 
not appear, any otherwiſe than as the ſame 1s recited in the ſaid anſwer, 

XXXI. That, notwithſtanding the diſorders and deficiencies inthe 
revenue aforeſaid had continued and increaſed, and that three very 
large balances had accumulated, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cauſe 
the treaſury accounts at Calcutta to be examined and ſcrutiniz- 
ed, and an account of another arrear, compoſed of various articles, 
pretended to have accumulated during ſeven years previous to the 
year 1779, (the articles compoſing which, if they had been juſt, 
ought to have been charged at the times they ſeverally became 
due) was ſent to the reſident, and payment thereof demanded, to 
the amount of 260,000. ſterling ; which unexpected demand, in 
ſo diſtreſſed a ſituation, did not a little embarraſs the Nabob, 
But whilſt he and his miniſters were examining into the ſaid un- 
expected demand, another, and fifth balance, made up of fimilar 
forgotten articles, was demanded, to the amount of 1 40,0001. ſter- 
ling more; which ſaid two laſt demands did ſo terrify and con- 
found the Nabob and his miniſters, that they declared that the 
reſident “ might at once take the country, * juſtice was out 
« of the queſtion,” 

XXXII. That the ſaid Haſtings, in order to add to the confuſion, 
perplexity, and diſtreſs of the Nabob's affairs, did fend to his 
Court (in which he had already a reſident and aſſiſtant refident) 
two ſecret agents, Major Palmer and Major Davy, and did in- 
ſtruct Major Palmer to make a variety of new claims, one of a 
Joan to the company of 600, oool. ſterling, although he well knew 
the Nabob was himſelf heavily in arrear to the company, and was 
utterly unable to diſcharge the ſame, as well as in arrear to his own 
troops and to many individuals, and that he borrowed (when he 
could at all borrow) at an intereſt of near thirty per cent. To 
this demand was added a new bribe or unlawful preſent to him- 
ſelf, to the amount of 100, oool. ſterling, which he did not refuſe 
as unlawful, and of evil example, but as indelicate in the Nabob's 
preſent fituation ; and did, as if the ſame was his own property, 
preſume to diſpoſe of it, and to deſire the transfer of it, as of his 
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own bounty, to the Company his maſters. To this ſecond de- 
mand, he, the ſaid Haſtings, added a third demand, of 120, oool. 
ſterling, for four additional regiments on the Nabob's liſt, after 
he had ſolemnly engaged to take off the ten with which it had 
been burdened ; the whole of the claims, through his private agent 
aforeſaid, making the ſum of 820, oool. ſterling. 

XXXIII. That the demands, claims, &c. made by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings upon the Government of Oude, in that year, amount- 
ed to the enormous ſum of 2, 530, oool. ſterling, which (joined to 
the arrears to troops, and ſome internal failures, amounting to 
255,0001. ſterling more) the whole charge aroſe to 2,78 5, oool. 
ſterling, which was confiderably more than double the net produce 
of the Nabob's revenue, the ſame only amounting to 1, 450, oool. 
nominal revenue, never completely realized.” 

XXXIV. That, towards providing for theſe extravagant de- 
mands, he, the faid Warren Haſtings, did direct and authorize an- 
other breach of the public faith, given in the treaty of Chunar. 
For whereas, by the ſecond article of the treaty aforeſaid, it was left 
to the Nabob's diſcretion, whether or not he ſhould reſume the land- 
ed eſtates, called the Jaghires, within his dominions ; and notwith- 
ſtanding the ſaid Haſtings, in defence of the ſaid article, did de- 
clare, that the Nabob ſhould be left to the exerciſe of his own au- 
thority and pleaſure reſpecting them, yet he the faid Haſtings did 
authorize a violent compulſion to be uſed towards the ſaid Nabob, 
for accompliſhing an umverſal confiſcation of that ſpecies of land- 
ed property; and in ſo doing he did alſo compet the Nabob to 
break his faith with all the landholders of that deſcription, not 
only in violating the aſſurance of his own original grants, but his 
aſſurance recently given, when, being preſſed by the company, he, 
the Nabob, had made a temporary ſeizure of the protits of the 
lands aforeſaid, in the manner of a compulſory loan; for the re- 
payment of which he gave his bonds and obligations: and although 
he had at the ſame time ſolemnly pledged his faith that he never 
would again reſort to the like oppreſſive meaſure, yet he, the faid 
Warren Haſtings, did cauſe him to be compelled to confiſcate the 
eſtates of at leaſt fixty-ſeven of the principal perſons of his country, 
comprehending therein his own neareſt relations, and the ancient 
friends and dependants of his family: the annual value of the 
ſad eſtates thus confiſcated, amounting to 435,0001, ſterling, or 
thereabouts, upon an old valuation, but ſtated by the reſident, 
Middleton, as being found to yield confiderably more. 

XXXV. That the violent and unjuſt meaſure aforeſaid, ſubver- 
live of property, utterly deſtructive of ſeveral ancient and confider- 
able families, and moſt diſhonourable to the Britiſh Government, 
ad produce an univerſal diſcontent, and the greateſt confuſion 
throughout the whole country; the ſaid confiſcated lands being on 
this occaſion put to rack rents, and the people grievouſly oppreſſed. 
And, to prevent a poſſibility of redreſs, at leaſt for a conſiderable 
time, the ſaid confiſcated eſtates were mortgaged (it appearing other- 
wiſe 1mpracticable to make an approach towards ſatisfying the ex- 
orbitant demands of the ſaid Haſtings) for a great ſum, to certain 
vſurious bankers or money W at Benares. XXXVI. 
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XXXVI. That beſides theſe enormous demands, which were in 
part made for the ſupport of ſeveral corps of troops under Br. 
tiſh officers, which, by the treaty of Chunar, ought to have been 
removed, very large extra charges, not belonging to the military 
liſt of the ſaid Nabob, and ſeveral civil charges and penſions were 
continued, and others newly put on, fince the treaty of Chunar ; 
namely, an allowance to Sir Eyre Coote of 15,554 rupees per 
month, (being upwards of 18,6641. ſterling a year) and an allowance 
to Trevor Wheler, Eſquire, of 5000 rupees per month, (or 6000], 
ſterling, and upwards, a year) and the whole of the ſettled charges, not 
of a military nature, to Britiſh ſubjects, did amount to little leſs than 
140,0001. yearly ; and if other allowances, not included in the efti. 
mate, were added, would greatly exceed that ſum, beſides much more 
which may juſtly be ſuſpected to have been paid, no part whereof 
had at that time been brought forward to any public account, 

XXXVII. That the commander of one of theſe corps, of whoſe 
burden the ſaid Nabob did complain, was Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alexander Hannay, who did farm the revenues of certain diſtricts, 
called Baraitch and Gorachpore, which the ſaid Haſtings, in the 
gth article of his inſtructions to Mr, Briſtow, did eſtimate at 23 
Jacks of rupees, or 230,000l. per annum; but under his, the ſaid 
Hannay's management, the collections did very greatly decline; 
complaints were made that the countries aforeſaid were harafled 
and oppreſſed, and the ſame did fall into confuſion ; and at laſt the 
inhabitants broke out into a general rebellion. 

XXXVIII. That the far greater part of the ſaid heavy liſt was 
authorized or ordered by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for the 
purpoſe of extending his own corrupt influence. For it doth ap- 
pear, that, at the time when he did pretend, in conformity to 
the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, to remove the company's ſervants, 
* civil and military, from the court and ſervice of the Vizier,” 
he did aſſert, that he thereby did “ diminiſh his own influence, as 
% well as that of his colleagues, by narrowing the line of patronage;” 
which proves, that the offices, penſions, and other emoluments 
aforeſaid, in Oude, were of his patronage, as his patronage could 
not be diminiſhed by taking away the fad offices, &c. unleſs the 
ſame had been ſubſtantially of his gift; and he did, at the time 
of the pretended reformation . expreſs both his knowledge 
of the exiſtence of the ſaid exceſſive wo, abuſive eſtabliſhments, 
and his ſenſe of his duty in taking them away ; forin agreeing to the 
article in the treaty of Chunar, for aboliſhing the ſaid eſtabliſhments, 
he did declare himſelf © actuated ſolely by motives of zz/fice to the 
„Nabob and a regard to the honour of our national charatter ;* and, 
according to his repreſentation, the ſaid ſervants of the Company, 
civil — military, „by their numbers, their influence, and the 
%% enormous amount of their ſalaries, penſions and emoluments, were 
an zntolerable burden on the revenues and authority of the Vizier; 
„ and expoſed us to the envy and reſentment of the whole country, by 
« excluding the native ſervants and adherents of the Vizier from 
„ the rewards of their ſervices and attachment.” 

XXXIX. That the revenue of the country being anticipated, 
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mortgaged, and dilapidated by the counſel, concurrence, con- 
nivance, and influence, and often by the direct order of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, the whole civil government, magiſtracy, and 
adminiſtration of juſtice, gradually declined, and at length totally 
ceaſed, through the whole of the vaſt provinces which compoſe the 
territory of Oude; and no power was viſible therein, but that of 
the farmers of the revenue, attended by bodies of troops to enforce 
the collections; inſomuch that robberies, aſſaſſinations, and acts 
of every deſcription of outrage and violence, were perpetrated with 
impunity; and even in the capital city of Lucknow, the ſeat of 
the ſovereign power, there was no court of juitice whatever to take 
cognizance of ſuch offences, 

XL. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when he did interfere in 
the government of Oude, was obliged by his duty to interfere for 
the good purpoſes of government, and not merely for the purpoſe 
of extorting money therefrom, and enriching his own dependants; 
which latter purpoſe alone he did effect in the manner before men- 
tioned, but not one of the former, For the ſaid Haſtings, 
having procured the extraordinary powers given by and to 
himſelf by his delegation of the 3d of July 1781, did declare 
the ſame to be for the purpoſe, among many others, © of aſſiſt- 
„ing the Nabob Vizier in forming ſuch regulations as may be 
& neceſſary for the peace and good order of his government, 
& and the improvement of his revenue.” And in conſequence 
of the ſaid powers the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the treaty 
of Chunar, obtain an article from the Nabob, by which the ſaid 
Nabob did promiſe to attend to his advice in the reformation 
of his civil adminiſtration ; and he did give certain inſtructions to 
the Reſident, Middleton, to which he did require him to yield the 
moſt implicit obedience ; and did in one article thereof direct him to 
urge the Nabob to endeavour gradually, if it could not be done at 
once, to eſtabliſh courts of adawlet [juſtice], and that the darogas 
[chief criminal magiſtrates], moulabies [conſulting or afliſtant 
lawyers], and other officers, ſhould be ſele&ted by the miniſters, 
with his, the Reſident's, concurrence : and afterwards, in his in- 
ſtructions to the Reſident, Briſtow, defiring him to purſue the ſame 
object, he declared his opinion, “that the want of ſuch courts, and 
* the extreme licentiouſneſs occaſioned thereby, is one of the moſt 
« diſreputable defects in his Highneſs the Nabob's government. 
« And that, while they do not exiſt, every man knows the hazard 
& which he incurs in lending his money.” But he did give him, 
the ſaid Reſident, no poſitive inſtruction concerning the ſame, ſup- 
poling the eſtabliſhment of ſuch courts a matter of difficulty ; and 
did therefore leaye him a latitude in his proceedings therein, 

XLI. That the ſaid Refident Briſtow did, however, in confor- 
mity to the ſaid inſtructions, at laſt given with ſuch latitude, en- 
deavour to prevail on the ſaid miniſter gradually to introduce 
courts of juſtice for the cognizance of crimes, by beginning to 
eſtabliſh a criminal court under a native judge, to judge according 
to the Mahomedan law in the city of Lucknow. But Hyder Beg 
Khän, a miniſter of the ſaid Warren Haſtings's * 5 
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ſolely dependent upon him, did clude and obſtruct, and in the end 
totally defeat the eſtabliſhment of the ſame. 

XLII. That the obſtruction aforeſaid, and the evil conſequences 
thereof, were duly repreſented to the ſaid Haſtings ; and, though 
the ſaid Haſtings had made it the fourth article of a criminal charge 
againft the Reſident Middleton, - that he did not report to the Go- 
« vernor General, or to the Board, the progreſs which he had 
„ made from time to time in his endeavours to comply with his 
« inſtructions ; and that, if he met with any impediments in the 
execution of them, he had omitted to ſtate thoſe impediments, 
« and to apply for freſh orders upon them;“ yet he, the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, did give no manner of ſupport to the Reſident Briſtow againſt 
the ſaid Hyder Beg Khin, and did not even anſwer ſeveral of his 
letters, the ſaid Briſtow's letters, ſtating the ſaid impediments, or 
take . of his remonſtrances; but did at length revoke his 
own inſtructions, declaring that he, the ſaid Refident, ſhould not 
preſume to act upon the fame; and yet did not furniſh him with 
any others upon which he might act, but did uphold the ſaid Hyder 
Beg Khan in the obſtruction by him given to the performance of 
the firſt and fundamental duty of all government ; namely, the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, and the protection of the lives and pro- 
perty of the ſubject againſt wrong and violence, 

XLIII. That the taid Haſtings did afterwards proceed to the 
length of criminating the Reſident Briſtow aforeſaid, for his endea- 
vours to eſtabliſh the ſaid neceſſary court, as an invaſion of the 
rights of the Nabob's government ; when, if the Nabob, in his 
own proper perſon and character, and not the aforeſaid Hyder Beg 
(who was a creature of the ſaid Haſtings) had oppoſed the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of juſtice in the ſaid country, it was the duty of the faid 
Haſtings to have preſſed the fame upon him by every exertion of 
his influence. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his pretended 
attention to the Nabob's authority, when exerciſed by his the ſaid 
Haſtings's miniſter, to prevent the eſtabliſhment of courts of juſtice 
for the protection of life and property, at the ſame time that he did 
not heſitate, in the caſe of the confiſcation of the Jaghires, and the 
proceedings againſt the mother and grandmother of the Nabob, 
totally to ſuperſede his authority, and to force his inclinations in 
actions which overturned all the laws of property, and offered 
violence to all the ſentiments of natural affection and duty; and 
accuſing at the ſame time his inſtruments for not going to the ut- 
moſt lengths in the execution of his ſaid orders, is guilty of an 
high crime and miſdemeanor. 

XLIV. That the ſaid Haſtings did highly aggravate his offence, 
in diſcontinuing and diſcouraging the re-eſtabliſhment of magi- 
ſtracy, law, and order, in the country of Oude, inaſmuch as he 
did in the eighth article of his inſtructions to the Reſident, order 
him to exerciſe powers which ought to have been exerciſed by law- 
ful magiſtrates, and in a manner agreeable to law. And in the 
faid article he did ſtate the prevalence of rebellion in the ſaid 
country of Oude, as if rebellion could exiſt in a country in which 
there was no magiſtracy, and no protection for life or property, and 
in which the native authority had no force whatever ; and in * 
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he himſelf ſtates the exerciſe of Britiſh authority to be an abſolute 
uſurpation: and he did accordingly direct a rigorous proſecution 
againſt the offence of rebellion under ſuch circumſtances, bur 
« with a fair and impartial inquiry ;” when he did not permit the 
eſtabliſhment of thoſe courts of juſtice and magiſtracy, by which 
alone rebellion could be prevented, or a fair and impartial inquiry 
relative to the ſame could be had. And particularly he did infrut 
the ſaid Reſident to obtain the Nabob's order for employing ſome 
ſure means for apprehending certain zemindars, and particularly 
three, in the inſtruction named, whom he, the ſaid Haſtings, did 
cauſe, upon what he calls good information, founded upon ſome 
facts, to which he aſſerts he has the teſtimony of ſeveral witneſſes, 
& that they had the deſtruction of Colonel Hannay, and the officers 
« under his command, as their immediate object, and ultimately 
« the extirpation of the Englith influence and power throughout 
all the Nabob's dominions ;” and that they did ſtill perſevere in 
their rebellious conduct without deviation, © though the Nabob's, 
« and not our Government, was then the object of it.” And he 
did direct the ſaid Reſident, that, if it ſhould appear, © on a fair and 
& regular inquiry, that their conduct towards the Nabob had been 
« ſuch as it had been reported to be, to infiſt upon the Nabob's 
„ puniſhing them with death; and to treat with the ſame rigour 
« every zemindar, and every ſubject, who ſhall be the leader in a 
„ rebellion againſt his authority.“ 

XLV. That the crime of the ſaid Haſtings, in his procedure 
aforeſaid, was farther highly aggravated by his having received 
information of ſeveral ſtriking circumſtances, which ſtrongly indi- 
cated the neceſſity of a regular magiſtracy and a legal judicature, 
from the total failure of juſtice, affecting not only the ſubjects at 
large, but even the reigning family itfelf; as alſo of the cauſes 
why no legal magiſtracy could exilt, and why the Princes of the 
reigning family were not only expoſed to the attacks of aſſaſſins, 
but even to a want of the protection which might be had from 
their ſervants and attendants, who were driven from their maſters 
for want of that maintenance which the Princes their maſters could 
not procure even for themſelves. And the circumſtances aforeſaid 
were detailed to him, the ſaid Haſtings, by the Refident Briſtow, in 
a letter from Lucknow, dated the 29th January 1784, to the Go- 
vernor General, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the Council of 
Bengal, in-the terms following : 

„The frequent robberies and murders perpetrated in his Excel- 
„ lency's the Vizier's dominions have been 20 often the ſubject of 
* my repreſentations to your honourable Board. From the total 
„ want of police, hardly a day elapſes but I am informed of ſome 
© tragical event, whereof the bare recital is ſhocking to humanity. 
About two months ſince an attempt was made to aſſaſſinate Rajah 
„Ticket Roy, the acting Miniſter's confidential agent; but he 
* happily eſcaped unhurt. Nabob Bahadre, his Highne/*'s brother, 
has not been ſo fortunute, as will appear from tranſlations of 
« two of his letters to me, No. I. which I have the honour to in- 
& cloſe for your information. Although my feelings are 1 
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* hurt, and my compaſſion ſtrongly excited by the diſgraceful 
« and miſerable ſtate of poverty to wwhich his Excellency*s brothers are 
« reduced, yet, fituated as I am, it is not in my power to interfere 


„with effect, My efforts on a former occaſion failed of ſucceſ;, - 


& and my interpoſition now world only excite the reſentment of the Mi. 
& niffer torwards the unhappy ſufferers, in conſequence of their applj. 
& cati'n to me, from whom ALONE, however, they hope for relief from 
« their preſent diftreſs; which, their near connection with the Vi- 
& zier conſidered, is both ſhameful and unprecedented. That no 
& regular courts of juſtice have been eſtabliſhed in this country is 
ce particularly pointed at in my inſtructions as the moſt diſreputable 
& defect in his Highneſs's government; yet the Miniſter ſeems de- 
& termined on aboliſhing even the ſhadow of ſo neceſſary an inſti. 
< tution. The office of Chief Juſtice, as held by Molovy Moro- 
& bine, was ever nugatory; but now it is ſunk into the loweſt 
cc contempt. The original eſtabliſhment, - inadequate as it was, {s 
tc mouldering away, and the officers now attached to it are literally 
& ſtarving, as no part of their allowance has been paid for above 
& fix months paſt. He himſelf has propoſed to reſign his appoint- 
«< ment, being every way precluded from a poſſibility of exercifing 
« the duties of it.” 

XLVI. That it appears by the ſaid letter, and the papers there- 
with tranſmitted, as well as other documents 1n the ſaid correſpon- 
dence, that, in conſequence of the diſtreſs brought upon the Nabob's 
finances, certain of the Princes his brethren, the children of Sujah 
ul Dowlah, the late Sovereign of the country, were put upon pen- 
fions unſuitable to their birth and rank, and by the miſmanagement 
of the Miniſter aforeſaid (appointed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings) 
for two ycars together no confiderable part of the ſaid 3 
penſion was paid; and not being able to maintain the attendants 
neceſſary for their protection in a city in which all magiſtracy and 
Juſtice was aboliſhed, they were not only liable to ſuffer the greateſt 
extremities of penury, but their lives were expoſed to the attempts 
of aſſaſſins. The condition of one of the ſaid Princes, called the 
Nabob Bahadur, being by himſelf ſtrongly expreſſed in three letters 
to the ſaid Refident Briſtow, the firſt dated the 28th of December 
1783; the ſecond, the 7th of January 1784; and the third, the 
15th of January 1784; which letters were duly tranſmitted in the 
diſpatch of the 29th of the fame month, to Warren Haſtings, Eſq, 
and are as follow : 

« Your own ſervant carried you the account of what he himſelf 
& was an eye-witneſs to, after the affair of laſt night. Theſe are 
« the particulars :—-About midnight my aunt received twelve 
„ wounds from a ruffian, of which ſhe died. I alſo received fix 
& ſucceſſive ſtabs, which alarmed the people of the houſe, who ſet 
< upa ſhouting; whereupon the affaſſin run off. Beſides being 
« cvithout food, or the means of providing any, this misfortune has 
„befallen me. I am deſirous of ſending the coffin to your door, It is 
ce your duty, both for the fake of God and of Chriſt, to execute 
« juftice, and to enquire what harm J have done to the murderer 
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& in the place of bis Excellency the Yizier. I requeſt you will do me 
« juſtice. What more can I ſay ? | 


P. S. “J am alſo defirous to ſhew you my wounds.” 


From the ſame; 29th January 1784. 

« You have been duly informed of all the circumſtances relative 
t both to the murder of the innocent, and of my being wounded; 
« as well by my former letter, as by the meſſenger whom you ſent to 
„ inquire into the ſtate of my health; and I have every reaſon to 
„hope, from your known kindneſs, that you will not be deficient 
« in ſeeking out the aſſaſſin. I am at this moment overwhelmed in 
vi fortune. Whilft the blood is flowing from my wounds, neither 1, 
« nor my children, nor my ſervants, have wherewithal to procure ſubſiſs 
« tence; nor have I it in my power either to purchaſe remedies, or to 
reward the phyfician—'t:s for the ſake of God alone that he attends 
„% me, Thus loaded with calamity upon calamity, I am unable to 
& ſupport life, for I find no relief from any affliction either day or 
„night. Do you now ſtand in the place of my father; grant me 
« freſh life by ſpeedy acts of benevolence, | | 

For theſe two laſt years his Excellency eſtabliſhed a penſion 
for me of twenty thouſand rupees ; but I never received the full 
„ amount of it, either laſt year or the year before, Should it, 
« however, be paid me, though inadequate to my defires, I ſhall 
« ſtill be enabled to ſupport myſelf, From the beginning of this 
« year to the preſent time I have not received a farthing, nor do I 
expect any, though, it you afford protection to the oppreſſed, all 
„my wiſhes will be accompliſhed. I was defirous of waiting on 
„you with my family, that you might be an eye witneſs to their 
condition; but I was adviſed not to ſtir out on account of my 
„wounds. What more can I ſay?“ 


The following Extras are made from the third Letter from the 
ſame Prince, dated January 15, 1784: 

« The particulars of the late and untoreſeen misfortune with 
& which I have been overwhelmed, are not unknown unto you; that 
the innocent blood of my aunt, the prop and ruler of my family, 
« was ſhed, and, in the ſame manner; I too was ET Until 
© now I feel the pain and affliction of my wounds; and no per/or 
& has regarded my ſolicitations for redreſs, ſought after the aſſaſſing 
« and brought him to coudign puniſhment, yourſelf excepted.— In like 
„manner, as the honourable Governor General has adopted my 
&« brother, Saadut Ally Cawn, for his ſon, and relieved him from 
„the vexation, affliction, and dependence of this place, would it 
be extraordinary that you alſo ſhould, in r unty and fa- 
« your, conſent to adopt me, who do not poſſeſs the neceſſaries of 
e life, and permit me to attend you to whatever part of the world 
& you may travel, whereby 1 ſhall at all times derive honour and 
„advantage? Formerly us three brothers, Saadut Ally, Myrza 


„ Jungly, and I, the poor and oppreſſed, were, in the preſence of 


„our bleſſed father, whoſe ſoul reſts in heaven, treated alike, 
Nou the miniſters of this W put me upon a footing 
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„with our younger brothers, who have lately left the Zennana} 
% and whoſe expences are ſmall. On this ſcale, which is in every 
© reſpect inſufficient for my maintenance, they pay the pitiful 
% allowance only when it is their pleaſure to do it. My ſituation hag 
% for years paſt been increaſing in wretchedneſs, to a degree that 
& 7 am in cant of daily bread, and my ſervants and animals are dying 
« of hunger. My difireſſes are ſo great, that I have not been able tg 
% pay a daum to the ſurgeons for the cure of my wounds j and they tos 
& are diſcouraged from affording me their afſiftance, or furniſhing me 
< <vith medicines. How then is it poflible for me to exiſt? Con- 
* ſidering you as my patron, participating in my afflictions, I have 
© repreſented the circumſtances concerning my ſituation; and I 
* hope, from your friendſhip; that you will honour me with a 
« favourable anſwer.” 

XLVII. The Refident Briſtow did alſo receive a ſtrong appli- 
cation from three others of the brethren of the reigning ſovereign 
called Mirza Hyder Ali, Mirza Ennayut Ali, and Mirza Syef Ali, 
repreſenting _ very pitiable caſe, in a letter of the gth of March 
1783, in which, among other particulars, are contained the fol- 
lowing: My 

Our fituation is not fit to be repreſented. For tavo years we 
4% have not received a hubba on account of our tuncaw, [aflignment 
* on the revenue] though the Miniſters have annually charged a 
* lack of rupees, and never paid us any thing. After all, we are 
„ the ſons of Sujah ul Dowlah ! It is ſurpriſing, having ſuch a friend 
« As you, our fituation is arrived at that paſs, that we ſhould be in 
« diſtrefs for dry bread and clothes. Whereas you have done many 
* generous acts; be pleaſed fo to ſhew us your favour, that, by 
* {ome means, we may receive our allowances from the Company's 
* treaſury, and not be obliged to depend upon and ſolicit others 
e for it. 

XLVIII. That one of the princes aforefaid, called the Mirza 
Jungly, about the beginning of the year 1583, was obliged to fly 
trom the dominions of the Nabob of Oude, and to leave his couutry 
and connections; and, as the Refident Briſtow, writing from Lucks 
now, hath obſerved, “ he went to try his fortune at other courts, 
„in preference to ſtarving at home, which might have been his 
fate, by all accounts, at this place.” And the ſaid Prince ſought 
for ſuccour at the court of one of the neighbouring Mahomedatt 
Princes; but, conceiving ſome diſguſt at the treatment he met with 
there, he departed from thence, and, on the 8th of February 1783, 
arrived at the Mahratta camp, while David Anderſon, Efq. was 
there in the character of Miniſter Plenipotentiary to the Company, 
with a view, if his reception there ſhould not prove anſwerable to 
his wiſhes, to paſs on to the ſouthward. And the ſat Anderſon, 
probably conſidering this event as of very great f̃mportance to the 
Honour of the Britrh Government, as well as to its intereſt, on the 
one hand, by exhibiting the fon and brother of a ſovereign Prince, 
krom whom the Company had received many millions of money, 3 
fugitive from his country, and a wanderer for bread through thr 
courts of India; and, on the other, the conſequences which might 
sriſe from the Mahrattas having in their poſſeſſion, and under then 
: influence, 
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influence, a fon of the late Nabob of Oude, did, without delay, ad- 
viſe Warren Haſtings, Eſq. of the event aforeſaid; and he did alſo 
write to Mr. Briſtow, the Reſident at the Court of the Nabob Vi- 
zier, ſeveral letters of the gth and 20th of February, and of the 6th 
of March, and 6th of April 1783, in order that ſome ſteps ſhould be 
taken for his return, and eſtabliſhment in his own country. And 
the ſaid Anderſon did inform the Refident Briſtow, in his letter 
aforeſaid, that, ou the arrival of the fugitive Prince, brother of the 


reigning ſovereign of Oude, at the Mahratta camp, he did cauſe his. 


tent to be pitched cloſe to that of Mr. Anderſon ; but finding this not 
agreeable to the Makratta General, Scindia, he afterwards removed; 
and that he ſhewed a ſtrong attachment to the Engliſh, and was in- 
clined to throw himſelf upon their generoſity ; that he wes defirous 
of going to Calcutta, and declared, that if he, the ſaid Anderſon, 
would give him the ſmalleſt encouragement, he would quit all his 
& followers, aud come alone, and would take up his reſidence under 
& his protection.” And the ſaid Anderſon did declare, that he 
thought it “would be policy, and much to the credit of our Go- 
„ yernment, that ſome proviſion ſhould be made for Mirza Jungly 
in our tecxitories.“ 

XLIX. That the ſaid Briſtow did repreſent the aforeſaid circum- 
ſtances to Heyder Beg Cawn, Miniſter to the Nabob of Oude, de- 
claring it his opinion, „that his Highneſs's brothers thus taking 
refuge with a foreign Prince is a reflection upon the Vizier; and 
& it would be adviſeable that an allowance ſhould be granted to 


« him, upon the footing of his brothers, that he might remain in 


the preſence.” But the Nabob was induced to refuſe to his bro- 
ther any offer of any allowance beyond the zool. per month allowed, 
but not paid, to his other brothers; and which the ſaid Prince did 
obſerve to Mr. Anderſon, “ that it was not only inadequate to his ex- 
« pences, but infikitely leſs (as the truth was) than what his Excel- 
& lency has ſettled oa many perſons of inferior rank, who have not 
& ſo good a claim to his ſupport ; and that it would not be ſufficient 
* to enable him to live at Lucknow, where all his friends and re- 
« lations were, and fo many of his inferiors lived in a tate of afflu- 
& ence,*” In caſe, therefore, it could not be increaſed, he requeſted 
leave to live in the Company's provinces, or at Calcutta; for that, 
in any of theſe fituations, © he could with leſs difficulty regulate his 
* expences.” And he did declare, that, if his requeſt was granted 
to him, he would immediately quit all his proſpects with Scindia. 
To theſe propoſitions he received a very diſcouraging anſwer from 
his brother's Miniſter, containing a politive and final refuſal of any 
increaſe of allowance, obtaining only the Nabob's permiſhon to 
retire into the Company's provinces ; but Mr. Anderſon did not 
think himſelf authoriſed to take any ſteps for the Prince's retreat 
into the ſaid province, without Scindia's concurrence, who, he ob- 
ſerved, would uſe every art to detain him; and accordingly did 
offer him the command of a battalion of infantry, to be paid directly 
from his own treaſury, and 600ol. ſterling a year for . up a 
corps of horſe, and to ſettle upon him a landed eſtate of 4000l. a 
year, as a proviſion for his wife and children; which honourable 
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offers, it appears, he did accept, and did and doth remain in the 


Mahratta ſervice. 

L. That, during the whole courſe of this tranſaction, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was duly adviſed thereof, firſt by a very early letter 
from the ſaid Anderſon, and afterwards by the Reſident Briſtow, who, 
on the 23d of April 1783, tranſmitted to him his whole correſpon- 
dence with Mr. Anderion ; but what anſwer or inſtructions the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did give to Mr. Anderſon does not appear, he not 
having recorded any thing upon that ſubject : but it appears, that, 
to the Reſident Briftow, who required to be informed whether the 
reception of the fugitive Prince aforeſaid in the Company's pro- 
vinces would meet his approbation, he gave no anſwer whatſoever; 
by which criminal neglect, or worſe, with regard to a brother of an 
ally of the Company, who ſhewed a m_— attachment and prefe. 
rence to the Engliſh nation, and by ſuffering him, without any 
known effort to prevent it, to attach himſelf to the cauſe and fortunes 
of the Mahrattas, who he, the ſaid Haſtings, well knew did keep 
up claims upon ſeveral parts of the dominions of Oude, and had 
with difficulty been perſuaded to include the Nabob 1n the treaty of 
peace, and ſuffered him firſt to languiſh at home in poverty, and 
then to fly abroad for ſubſiſtence, and afterwards took no ſtep, and 
countenanced no negociations for his return from his dangerous 
Place of refuge, at the fame time that ſeveral of his, the faid Haſt, 
ings's creatures, had each of them allowances much more conſider- 
able than would have ſufliced for the ſatisfaction and comfort of him, 
the ſaid fugitive Prince, was guilty of a high crime and miſdemeanor, 

LI. That the indigent condition before related of the other 
brothers of the Nabob, was alſo duly traſmitted to the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings; but he did never order or direct any ſteps whatſo- 
ever to be taken towards the relief of the family of a reigning 
Prince, who were daily in danger of periſling by famine, through the 
effect of his meaſures, and thoſe of a perſon whom he ſupported in 
—.— againſt the will and inclinations of the ſaid Prince and his 

amily. 8 | 

LII. That the foregoing inſtances of the penury, diſtreſs, dif- 
perſion, and exile of the reigning family, as well as the general 
diſorder in all the affairs of Oude, did ſtrongly enforce the ne- 
ceſſity of a proper uſe of Britiſh influence (the only real Go— 
vernment then exiſting) in the province aforeſaid, for a re- 
gulation of the ceconomy of the Vizier's Court, as well as 
for the proper adminiſtration of the public concerns, civil and 
military, which were in the greateſt diſorder; and the faid 
Warren Haſtings was under obligation to provide for the ſame, 
and did himſelf underſtand it to be his duty ſo to do ; and that he 
was therein warranted by the ſpirit of the treaty of Chunar, as 
well as by other univerſal powers of control, and even of ſuper- 
cetfion, ſuppoſed by him to exiſt in relation between the Britiſh 
Government and that of Oude ; and accordingly he did, in his 
inſtructions to the Refident Middleton, to which he required his 
molt implicit obedience, direct him to an interference in and con- 
trol upon all the affairs concerning the revenues, the military ar- 
Xangements, and all the other branches of the Nabob's Government. 

Hs * LIII. Tha; 
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LIII. That, upon his recal of the ſaid Middleton, he, in his 
inſtructions to the Refident Briſtow, dated the 23d of October 
1781, did, at large, ſet forth the ſituation of the 8 and Go- 
vernment of Oude, the fituation and character of the Nabob, of 
the acting Miniſter, and of the Britiſh Reſident at that court; 
and did plainly, diſtinctly, and without reſerve, deſcribe the ex- 
tent of the authority to be exerciſed by the laſt of theſe perſons, 
as well as the unqualified compliance to be expected from the two 
former, And he did according declare, that “ from the nature of 
« our connection with the government of Oude, and from the Na- 
* bob's incapacity, a neceſſity will for ever exiſt, while we have 
the claim of a ſubſidy upon the reſources of his country, 
« of exerciling an influence, and frequently ſubſtituting it EN- 
« TIRELY, ia the place of an avowed and conflitutional authority in 
i the adminiſtration of his [the Nabod's) government; and he did 
farther, in the the ſaid inſtructions, namely, in inſtruction the 
fourth, direct the ſaid Refident in the words following:“ I muſt 
have recourſe to you for the introduction of a ae ſyſtem in that 
„Government; nor can I omit, whilſt I expreſs my reliance on 
« you for that purpoſe, to repeat the ſentiments which I expreſſed 
in the verbal inſtructions which I gave you at your departure, 
& that there can be no medium in the relation e. the Reſident and 
the Minifter, but either the Reſident muſt be the ſlave and wvaſſal of 
« the Miniſter, or the Mizifter at the abſolute diſpoſal of the Reſident,” 
And he the ſaid Haſtings did ſtate, in the tame article of the in- 
ſtructions aforeſaid, that, though the conduct of the ſaid Hyder 
Beg Khan had been highly reprehenſible, and that he was much 
diſplcaſed thereat, he would prefer him to any other, on account 
of his ability and knowledge of buſineſs, with the following pro: 
viſo: “ If he would ſubmit to hold his office on ſuch conditions 
as | require, He exiſts by his dependence on the influence of 
„our Government, It mutt be adviſeable to try him by the 
mode of conciliation; at the ſame time, that, in your final cone 
« verſation with him, it will be neceſſary to declare to * * the 
* plainęſt terms, the footing and condition on which he ſhall be 
permitted to retain his place; with the alternative of a diſmiſp 
« fion, and a ſcrutiny into his conduct, if he refuſes it, In the 
„ firſt place, I will not receive from the Nabob, as his, letters 
e dictated by the /pirit of oppoſition ; but ſhall conſider every ſuch 
attempt as an inſult on our government. In the ſecond place, I 
„ ſhall expect that a0ing is done in his official character but with 
* your knowledge and participation,” 

IV. That the ſaid Haſtings having deſcribed, in the manner 
aforeſaid, the relative fituation of the Refident and the Miniſter, he 
did ſtate alſo the relative ſituation of the ſaid Miniſter and his maſ- 
ter the Nabob, declaring, * that the Miniſter did hold <vizhoxt cony 
trol the ynparticipated and entire adminiſtration, with all the 
powers annexed to that government; the Nabob being, as he ever 
* muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon, a mere cypher in his ” [the 
Miniſter's.] And having thus ſtated the ſubordination of the Mini: 
ſter to the Reſident, and the ſubordination of the Nabob to the 
Miniſter, he did naturally declare, “ that the firſt ſhare of the re; 
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* ſponfibility would reſt upon the ſaid Reſident.“ And he did farthe 
& declare, * that the other conditions did follow diſtinctly in theit 
& places, becauſe he did conſider the Refident as reſponſible for them. v 

LV. That for the direction of the Reſident in the exerciſe of ſo 
critical a truſt, wherein all the true and ſubſtantial powers of Go. 
yernment were in an inverted relation and proportion to the officiat 
and oſtenſible authorities, and which the faid Haſtings did ſuppoſe 
the neceſſity conſtantly exiſting for exerciſing an influence, and fre. 
quently for ſubſtituting exzirely the Britiſh authority “ in the place 
of the avowed and conſtitutional government,“ he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
did properly leave to the Reſident a diſcretionary power for his 8 
viation from any part of his inſtructions; interpoſing a caution for 
his ſecurity and direction, that as much as he could, he would leave 
the ſubject free for his (the ſaid Haſtings's) correction of it; and would 
Inſtantly inform him, or the Board, according to the degree of its im- 
portance, with his reaſons for it. 

EVI. That betides the inftitution of the Courts of Juſtice, as be- 
fore recited, four other principal objects in the reformation of 
the affairs of Oude were exprefsly recommended to the Refidents 
Middleton and Briſtow, and muſt be underſtood to be the conditions 
upon which the ſaid Haſtings muſt have meant to have it under- 
ſtood, that the acting Miniſter of Oude was to hold his employment; 
namely, the limitation of the Nabob's perſonal expences; 
the reduction of the Nabob's troops in number, and the change in 
arrangement ; the appointment of proper collectors for the revenues; 
and the appointment of proper officers for all parts of the executive 
adminiſtration, h 

LVII. That the firſt object, namely, that of the limitation of theNa- 
bob's perſonal expences, and ſeparating them from the public eſtab. 
liſnments, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did ſtate as the firſt and fundamental 

art of his regulation, and that upon which all the others would 
depend; and did declare, “that in order to prevent the Vizier's 
alliance from being a clog inſtead of an aid to the Company, that 
* the moſt eſſential part is to limit and ſeparate his perſonal diſburſe- 
« ments from the public accounts: they muſt not exceed what he has 
„ received in any of the laſt three years.” And as to the public 
treaſury and diſburſements, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did, in the ſaid 
inſtructions, wholly withdraw them from the perſonal manages 
ment or interference of the Nabob ; and did expreſſiy order and 
direct, © that they ſhould be under the he management of the 
„ Miniſters, with the Refident's concurrence.” And on the ap- 
pointment of the Refident Briſtow, in October 1782, he, the ſaid 
Haſtings, did order and direct him in every point of the inſtructions 
to Middleton, not revoked or qualified by his then inſtructions, 
his (the ſaid Reſident Briſtow's) “ moſt attentive and literal 
© obedicnce.” 

LVIII. That the ſaid Reſident Briſtow did, in conſequence of 
the renewal to him of the ſaid inſtructions as aforeſaid, endeavour 
to limit and put in order the Nabob's expences ; but he was in that 
particular trayerſed and counteracted, and in the end wholly de- 
feated, by the Miniſter, Hyder Beg Khän. And though the in- 
ructions aforeſaid, agrecably to the inſtructions given to Middie- 

. to 


dn and to him, the ſaid Briſtow, were repreſented to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by the Reſident aforeſaid, yet the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did give no kind of ſupport to the ſaid Reſident, or take 
any ſteps towards enabling him, the ſaid Retident, to effectuate 
the ſaid neceſſary limitation and diſtribution of expenses, by him- 
ſelf, the ſaid Haſtings, ordered and preſeribed; nor, if he diſap- 
proved the proceedings of the ſaid Refident, did he give him any 
inſtruction tor the forbearance of the ſame, or tor the exerting his 
duty in any other mode; nor did he call for any illuſtration from 
him of any thing doubtful in his correſpondence, nor ſtate to him any 
complaints made privately of his conduct, in order to receive thereon 
an explanation; but he did leave him to purſue, at his diſeretion, the 
extenſive powers before deſcribed, to effect the reformation which he 
was directed to accompliſh, under the reſpoſibility denounced to 
him as aforeſaid, if he ſhould fail therein, as he was ſuppoſed to 
be ſubſtantially inveſted with all the powers of Government, 

LIX. That inſtcad of the ſaid ſupport, or inſtruction, he, the 
ſaid Haſtings, did countenance, or more probably cauſe or direct 
2 repreſentation to be made to him by the acting Miniſter of the 
Nabob of Oude, ' complaining gricvoufly of the proceedings of 
the Refident aforeſaid, as uſurpations on the Nabob's authority, 
and indignities on his perſon. And, although he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
did inſtruct the Refident Briſtow, to inform the ſaid Hyder Beg 
Khin, that he would not receive from the Nabob, as his, letters 
dictated by the ſpirit of oppolition, but ſhould conſider every ſuck 
attempt as his (the Miniſter's) as an inſult on our Government; 
yet he did receive, as hi, the Nabob's own letters, and as writ- 
ten from the impreſſions of his own mind, and as the ſuggeſtions 
of his own judgement, letters to the ſame effect as thoſe written 
by the miniſter, although he had declared upon record, that the 
ſaid ** Nabob was a mere cypher in his, the ſaid Miniſter's hands,“ 
and © that he had dared to uſe both the Nabob's name, and even 
« his ſeal, affixed to letters cither directed to the Nabob, or writ- 
„ten as from him, without his knowledge ;” and although he did 
aſſert or record as atoreſ{aid, that, in a letter which he had lately 
received from the Nabob, the Miniſter had the preſumption ta 
make the Nabob declare that which was e to be /al/e; and that, 
« his 2zaking w/e of the Nabob in ſuch a manner, did ſhew how 
„thin the veil was by which e covered his own ads; and that 
% ſuch artifices would only tend to make them the more criminal, 
from the fal/ehood and duplicity with which they were aſſociated.” 

LX. That the ſaid Haſtings did act upon the letters pre- 
tended to be written by the Nabob, as well as on thoſe actually 
written by the Miniſter, without previoutly communicating the 
matter of the ſaid complaint to the ſaid Refident, and did give 
credit to the ſame; and coming, as aforeſaid, from a perſon by 
himſelf, the ſaid Haſtings, charged with artifice, talſchood, and 
duplicity, and with abuſing, to his own evil purpoſcs, the nume and 
ſeal of his maſter without his knowledge, and without any previous 
inquiry into the facts and circumſtances; and did thereon ground 
an accuſation againſt the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, before the Board 
at Calcutta, in which he did repreſent the conduct of the faid Briſ- 
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tow, in attempting to limit the houſehold expences of the Nabgh} 
as an indignity „which no man living, however mean his rank in 
life, or dependent his condition in it, would permit to be exer- 
* ciſed by any other, with the want or forfeiture of every manly 
< principle.” And he did farther accuſe the ſaid Briſtow, for 
that in his proccedings in the regulation of the Nabob's houſehold, 
<« he ſhould receive to himſelf, or Mr. Cowper for him, or a trea. 
< ſurer for both (for the arrangement has never been well defined) 
the money aſſigned for the ſupport of the Nabob's houſehold; 
„ :ffue them as he pleaſed, not to the Nabob, but to the menial 
« officers of his houſchold ; diſpoſe of his ſuperfluous horſes, and 
other cattle ; determine how many elephants were neceſſary to 
<« the ſtate of the Vizier of the empire; the number of domeſtics 
« for his attendance ; and pry into the kitchen, for the purpoſe of 
„ aſcertaining the quantity of victuals which ought to be dreſſed 
in it; control the accounts of theſe diſburſements ; and appro- 
« priate to his own uſe (for that the conſequence was inevitable, 
if he choſe it) the reſidue produced by theſe economical re- 
& trenchments,” 

LXI. That the ſaid charge is malicious and infidious, becauſe 
the attempt to introduce proper officers for the management of 
houſehold expences, ſo conſiderable that the ſaid Haſtings ha 
ſtated the allotment for the ſame at 300,0001. ſterling yearly, 
and that other accouuts have carried it to 400, oool. ſterling and up- 
wards; and to keep proper and regular accounts thereof was a 
neceſſary regulation, and agreeable to the dignity of Naboh, 
and by no means a degradation either of his perſon or authority, 
which was ſpecially provided for in the regulations, as no ex- 
pence could be incurred but by his own perſonal warrant under his 
tign manual; nor doth their appear therein any thing but what is 
ot abſolute neceflity to prevent embezzlement to his prejudice, 
And the ſaid Haſtings hath declared, in the pth article of the in- 
ſtructions to the ſaid Refident, that no adminiſtration can be pro- 
perly conducted without regular offices ; and that in the whole 
province of Oude © there was not one, the whole being engrofſed 
« by the Miniſter ;” of which Miniſter, in the 14th article, he 
declares his ſuſpicion, that the Nabob did not recerve the whole 
and punctual payment of the ſum aſſigned for the purpoſe of the 
houſehold, but that ſome part had been by him witheld from the 
Nabob ; and that from private information he had lately received 
he had reaſon to believe, that this was actually the caſe. And the 
faid Haſtings well knew, that the Nabob's houſehold had been il 
conducted; that the allowances of his ſervants had not been paid; 
that his diſtreſs was ſcandalous ; and that his neareſt relations were 
in a famiſhing condition. And the faid Haſtings did aifo well know; 
that the houſehold of the Nabob was provided for or neglected, not 
at his own diſcretion, but at that of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan; and 
he did, in the 14th article aforeſaid, inſtruct the Rehdent Briſtow, 
to ſhew every oſtenſible and external mark of reſpect to the Nabob, 
in order to induce him to become himſelf the mover of every act 
neceſſary for the advancing of his own intereſts, and the diſcharge 
of his debts to the company; declaring, © that they never on 
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& he effected while the Miniſter retained that aſcendency over him 
« which he at preſent holds by the means of a nearer and more pri- 
vate intercourſe, and by affecting to be the mediator of his rights 
6 againſt the claims of our Government.“ And the ſaid Haſtings 
did farther well know, that there was no way of aſcertaining either 
the payment of the aſſignments for the Nabob's houſehold, for the 
general purpoſes of their deſtination, or to the particular objects to 
which they ought to he applied, without regular offices of receipt 
and of account, which might prevent the ſaid Miniſter, Hyder Beg 
Khan, or the Britiſh Refident, or any other, from embezzling or 
miſapplying the fame. But the total want. of offices aforeſaid in 
every department of Government did furniſh occaſion of conceal- 
ing all frauds, clandeſtine preſents, or penſions to a Governor Ge- 
neral, Commander in Chief, or other ſervant of the Company. 

LXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who did not pretend fo 
deep a. concern for the indignities ſuppoſed to be ſuffered by the 
Nabob, merely in the limitation and regulation of unneceſſary ex- 
pences relative to his kitchen, domeſtics, &c. did ſhew no atten- 
tion or compaſſion to the ſaid Nabob, when, in the year 1779, the 
ſaid Nabob repreſented, that the penſions of his old ſervants, for 
thirty years, the expences of his family and kitchen, together 
with the jaghires of his grandmother, mother, and aunts, and of 
his brothers and dependants, given for their ſupport, were not re- 
gulated, but fopped. 

LXIII. That the other articles of regulation, namely, the re- 
form of the troops in number and in arrangement ; the appoint- 
ment of proper collectors for the revenues, and the general conſti- 
tution of offices for the executive adminiſtration, were in like man- 
ner totally defeated by the ſaid Hyder Beg Khin. And the ſaid 
Haſtings did receive a charge from him, and did adopt it as his own, 
repreſenting the endeavours of the Reſident, to act in the regula- 
tions aforeſaid, agreeably to the ſpirit of his inſtructions, and in 
confidence of the powers veſted in, and the reſponſibility impoſed 
upon him, the ſaid Refident, as uſurpations of the authority and 
prerogative of the Nabob; and he, the ſaid Haſtings, did make 
criminal charges thereon againſt the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, of 
which charges the Council Board did, on hearing the fame, and 
the defence of the ſaid Briſtow, fully acquit him, 

LXIV. That the ſaid Haſtings, by abetting Hyder Beg Khin, 
2 perſon deſcribed by him as aforeſaid, in his oppoſition to all the 
plans of neceflary reformation propoſed by the ſaid Haſtings him- 
felt, and having ſuggeſted no other whatever in lieu thereof, to 
anſwer the purpoſes for which he had ſtipulated in the treaty of 
Chunar, the interference of the Reſident in every branch of the 
Nabob's government did thereby fruſtrate every one of the good 
ends propoſed by him in the ſaid treaty of Chunar, and did groſſiy 
abuſe his truſt, in giving the exorbitant powers before recited, and 
alerting them to exiſt in the Britiſh Reſident, without ſuffering 
them, even in appearance, to anſwer any of the proper and juſh- 
fable ends for which any power or influence can or ought to exiſt 
in any government. 

LXV. That there is juſt ground to violently preſume, that i 
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only the letters in the name of the Nabob aforeſaid were dictated t5 
him by his Miniſter, Hyder Beg Khan, in whoſe hands the ſaid 
Haſtings has deſcribed his maſter to bea mere cypher, &c.“ but 
which Hyder Beg was the known inſtrument of the ſaid Haſtings: 
but that the conduct and letters of complaint of the ſaid Hyder Beg 
were, in effect and ſubſtance, preſcribed and dictated to him by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, or his ſecret agent, Palmer, by his direction; 
becauſe it is notorious, that the powers of the ſaid Hyder Beg were 
ſolely ſupported by him, the ſaid Haſtings, who, according to the 
ſtate of favour or diſpleaſure in which he ſtood, hath frequently pro- 
miſed him ſupport, or threatened him with diſmiſſion and puniſhment; 
and therefore it is not to be thought that he would take fo material 
a ſtep as to oppoſe the Company's Reſident, acting under the in- 
ſtructions of the Governor General and Council, and to accuſe him 
with ſo much confidence, and in a manner fo different from the uſual 
ſtyle of ſupplication on all other occaſions employed by that court, 
if he had not been previouſly well aſſured that his writing in that 
manner would be pleaſing to the perſon upon whom he ſolely de- 
- pended for his power, his fortune, and, perhaps for his hfe, Se- 
condly, becauſe, when it ſuited the purpoſes of the ſaid Haſtings 
on a former occaſion, that 1s, in the year 1784, to remove the Re- 
fident Briſtow aforeſaid from his office, a letter from the Nabob was 
laid before the Council Board at Calcutta, propoſing, that, in order 
to prevent the effects of the ſaid Briſtow's application to Europe for 
redreſs, that the ſaid Haſtings ſhould fend him draughts of letters, 
which he, the ſaid Nabob, would write in his own name and cha- 
racter, to the King, to His Majeſty's Miniſters, and to the Court of 
Directors, expreſſing himſelf, in the letter aforeſaid, in the words 
following: viz. Fo prevent his [Briſtow's] applying to Europe, 
„ ſend me, if you think proper, the draughts of letters which 7 may 
« write to the King, the Vizier, and the Chiefs of the Company.“ 
Thirdly, that though the ſaid Haſtings, and his ſecret agent Palmer, 
did pretend, and poſitively aſſert, that they had no ſhare in the let- 
ters aforeſaid from the Nabob and his Miniſter, there was an origi- 
nal note to the Nabob's letters of accuſation, referring to diſtinct 
parts and ſpecified numbers of the agent Palmer's ſecret correſpon- 
dence with the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the ſaid letter, with the 
ſaid reference, was, through inadvertence, laid betore the Board. 
LXVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having thrown the Go- 
vernment of Oude into great confuſion and diſtreſs, thereby prevent- 
ed the diſcharge of the debt, or pretended debt, to the Company, did, 
by all the ſaid intrigues, machinations, and charges, aim at the 
filling the ſaid office of Reſident at Oude with his own dependants, 
or by himſelf perfonally, as it appears that he did firſt propoſe to 
place in the ſaid office his ſecret agent Palmer, and that atterwards, 
when he was not able to ſucceed therein, he did propoſe nomi- 
nally, to aboliſh the ſaid office, but in effect to fill it by himfell; 
propoſing to the Council, and rendering himſelf reſponſible (bu? 
not in fortune) for the payment of the Company's debt within a 
certain given time, if he were permitted and commiſſioned by the 
Council to act for the Board in that province; and did inform them, 
that he was privately well aſſured, that in a few days he ſhould res 
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ceive an invitation to that effect; and he did ſtate, (as in the year 
1781 he had ſtated as a reaſon for his former delegation) That the 
« ſtate of the country was ſo diſordered in its revenue and admini- 
&« ſtration, and the credit and influence of the Nabob himſelf ſo much 
« ſhook by the late uſurpation of his authority, and the conteſts 
« which attended it, as to require the acceſſion of an extrancous aid 
« to reſtore the powers, and to re-animate the conſtitution of his 
„ government;“ although he, the ſaid Haſtings, did for a long 
time before attribute the weakneſs of his government to an extrane- 
ous interference. And the ſaid Council, on his engagement afore- 
ſaid, did conſent thereto; and he did accordingly receive a com- 
miſſion, enabling him to act in the affairs of Oude, not only as the 
Reſident might have done, but as largely as the Council General 
might legally delegate their own powers. 

LXVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in accepting the ſaid 
commiſſion, did ſubject his character, and the reputation of his office, 
to great imputations and ſuſpicions, by taking upon himſelf an in- 
ferror office, out of which another had, upon his intrigues, been 
removed, by a perpetual obſtruction, which rendered it impoſſible 
for him to perform his duty, or to obey his inſtructions; and he did 
increaſe the ſaid grounded ſuſpicions, by exercifing that office in a 
zovernment from whence 1t was notorious he had himſelf received 
an unlawful gift and preſent from the Miniſters, and in which he 
had notoriouſly ſuffered many, and had himſelf actually directed 
ſome, acts of peculation, by granting various penſions and emolu- 
ments, to the prejudice of the revenue of a diſtreſſed country, which 
he was not authorized to grant, 

LXVIII. That the faid Warren Haſtings did proceed unto the 
ſaid province of Oude, under colour of providing a remedy for the 
diſorders deſcribed to be exiſting in the fame, and for the recovery 
of the Company's pretended debt. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
who had thought fit to recal the Company's Reſident, appointed to 
that office by the Court of Directors, and to ſuſpend his office, did 
notwithſtanding, of his own choice and ſelection, and on his own 
mere authority, take with him in his progreſs a large retinue, 
and a numerous fociety of Engliſh gentlemen, to compoſe his fa- 
„ mily,” which he repreſents as neceſſary ; although, in a letter 
trom that very place to which he took that very numerous ſociety, 
he informs the Court of Directors, “that his own conſequence, and 
that of the nation he repreſents, are independent of ſhew ;” and, 
after his arrival there, he, the faid Warren Haſtings, did write 
from Lucknow, the capital of that province, a letter, dated the 
20th of April 1784, to the Court of Directors, in which are ſeveral 
particulars to the following purport or tenor, and which he points 
out to the Directors “ to be circumſtances of no trivial informa- 
* tion;” namely, “that he had found, that the lands in that pro- 
* vince, as well as in ſome parts more immediately under the Com- 
** pany, have ſutfered in a grievous manner, being completely ex- 
* hauſted of their natural moiſture by the total failure of one entire 
ſeaſon of the periodical rains,“ with a few exceptions, which were 
produced only, “by the uncommon labour of the huſbandman.“ 
And in a letter to Edward Wheler, Eſq. a member of the Council 
General, from Benarcs, the 2oth of September 1784, he ſays, = 
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te the you revenues had dechned with the failure of the cultivation 
6 in three ſucceſſive years; and all the ſtores of grain, which the 
& providence of the huſbandman (as he was informed is their c 
in defiance of the vigilance of the aumils [collectors] clandeſtinely 
& reſerved for their own uſe, were of courſe exhauſted, in which 
&« fate no perſon would accept of the charge of the collections on a 
% rofitive engagement, nor did the rain fall till the 10th of July,” 
—And in another letter, dated from Benares, the 1| of October 
following, he repeats the ſame accounts; and that the © country 
„ cold not bear farther additions of expence; that it had 20 Lale, 
„ trade to ſupply the iſſues that were made from it; [the excep- 
“tions ſtated there being inconſiderable] therefore every rupee which 
$ is drawn into your treaſury [the Company's] from its circulation, 
„will accelerate the period at which its ability muſt ceaſe 70 pay 
* ever the flipulated ſubjidy, Notwithſtanding this ſtate of the coun- 
try, of which he was well apprized before he left Calcutta, and the 
poverty and diſtreſs of the Prince having been frequently, but in 
vain, repreſented to him, in order to induce him to forbear his op- 
preſſive exactions, he did, in order to furniſh the Council with a 
colour for permitting him to recal the Company's Relident, and to 
exerciſe the whole powers of the Company in his own perſon, with- 
out any check whatſoever, or witneſs of his proceedings, except 
the perſons of his own private choice, did make the expreſs and 
politive engagement aforeſaid, which, if underſtood, of a real and 
ſubſtantial diſcharge of debt for the relief of the total of the Com- 
pany's finances, was groſsly fallacious ; becauſe, at the very time, 
he muſt have been perfectly ſenſible, that, in the then tate of the re- 
venues and country of Oude, (which are, in effect, the Company's 
revenues, and the Company's country) the debt, or pretended debt 
aforeſaid, afſerted to be about five hundred thouſand pounds, or 
thereabouts, could not be paid without contracting another debt, at 
an uſurious intereſt, without encroaching on the neceſſary eſtabliſh- 
ments, or on private property, or on the pay of the army, or with- 
out grievous oppreſſion of the country, or all theſe together. And 
it doth appear that one hundred thouſand pounds, towards the faid 
payments of debts, was borrowed at Calcutta, by the Nabob's 
agent there, but at what intereſt is not known. It appears alſo, that 
other ſums were horrowed for arrear of the intereit on which 
49,0001, ſterling appears in the Company's claims for the current 
year, and that various deductions were made from the jaghires re- 
ſtored to the begums, as well as other parts of the Nabob's family; 
and it did and doth appear, that an arrear is ſtill due to the old and 
new brigade, but whether the ſame be growing or not doth not 
appear; yet he hath not heſjtated to aſſert, that he had “ provided 
for the complete diſcharge in one year of a debt contracted by the 
« accumulation of many, and from a country, whoſe reſources have 
„ been waſted and diſſipated by three ſucceſſive years of drought, 
% and one of anarchy.” But the ſaid Haſtings never did even 
realize the payments to be made in the firſt year (as he confeſſes in 
the ſaid letter), except by an anticipation of the ſecond: and though 
he ſtates, in his letter aforeſaid, the following facts and engage- 
ments, that is to ſay, tha? a recovery of ſo large a part of your pro- 
« perty [the Company's] will afford 3 ſcaſonable and fubitantial = 
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lief to the neceſſities of your Government, and enable it (for ſuch 
« js my confident hope) 0 begin on the reduction of your debt at intereſt 
before the conclution of this year, (I mean the year of this com- 
« putation.)” Whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings did apply the 
whole produce of the revenue to the mere pay o ſome part of the 
Britiſh army in Oude; and did not mention in his correſpondence 
that he had remitted any money whatſoever to Calcutta, nor to 
any other place (except the fifty thouſand pounds taken from 
Almas Ali Khan, and ſaid to be remitted to Surat) for the ſaid 
« ſubſtantial relief,“ in conſequence of the ſaid pretended “ recovery 
& of property,” admitting that it had been ſuggeſted to him, and 
not by him denied, that he had ( diſappointed the popular expec- 
« tation, by not adopting the policy which he had, on the conception 
« of better grounds, rejected; nor did he begin the reduction of the 
« intereſt debt*? at the time ſtated, nor at any time; but the whole 
(he well knowing the ſtate of the country from whence the reſources 
aforeſaid were by him promiſed) was a premeditated deceit and im- 
poſition on the Board of Council, his colleagues, and on the Court 
of Directors, his maſters. 

LXIX. That no traces of regulation appear to have been adopted 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, during his reſidence at Lucknow, in 
conformity to the ſpirit and intentions of the treaty of Chunar, or 
of his 42 to Middleton and Briſtow, or of the propoſed 
objects of his own commiſſion, But he did, in lieu thereof, pretend 
to free the Nabob's Government from the interference of the Com- 
pany's ſervants, and the uſurpation (as he called it) of a Reſident, 
and thereby to reſtore it to its proper tone and energy; whereas the 
meaſures he took, were ſuch, as to leave no uſeful or reſponſible 
ſuperintendence in the Brinfly, and no freedom in the Nabob's 
Government: for he did confirm the ſole, unparticipated, and en- 
tire adminiſtration, with all the powers annexed to the Government, 
on the Miniſter, Hyder Beg Khan, to whom he prevailed on the 
Nabob Vizier, to commit the entire charge of his revenues, al- 
though he knew that his maſter was a cypher in his hands; that he 
„had affixed }.is ſeal to letters written without his knowledge, 
and ſuch as evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg Khan's 
influence and intereſt:“ that his ſaid maſter did not confider him 
as a miniſter of his choice, but as an inſtrument of his degradation; 
that “he exitts as a miniſter by his dependance on the Calcutta 
„Government, and that the Nabob himſelf had no other opinion 
* of him: that it is by its declared and moſt obvions ſupport alone 
that he could maintain his authority and influence.” And in his 
inſtructions to his ſecret agent, Major Palmer, dated 6th of May 
1782, to caſe his mind and remove his jealouſy with regard to 
Britiſh 'interference, he did inſtruct him “that much delicacy and 
* caution will be required in your declarations on this ſubject, 
* leſt they ſhould be conſtrued to extend to an immediate change 
in the adminiſtration of his affairs, or the inſtruments of ir. 
Their perſons muſt be conſidered as /acred, while they act with 
the participation of our influence,” This diſtinction the Nabob 
r ny nor will it bg either neceſſary or proper to allude to it. 
puleſs he himſelf ſhould firſt introduce the ſubject, And the ſaid 
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Haſtings did aiſume, as to a dependant of the loweſt order, to pre. 
ſcribe to him the conditions on which he is to hold his place, to 
threaten him with ſcrutinies into his conduct, with diſmiſſion, with 
puniſhment: that he was guilty of falſehood and duplicity, and 
that he had made his maſter aſſert what was true to be falſe : that he 
ſuſpected he had withheld from his maſter what he ought to have 
paid to him; that the event of his having prevailed on the Nabob 
to entruſt him as aforeſaid, was, according to his, the ſaid Haſtings's, 
own letter, written to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan himſelf, “an ac. 
4 cumulation of diſtreſs, debaſement, and diſſatisfaction to the 
% Nabob, and of diſappointment and diſgrace to me. Every mea- 
& ſure which he had himſelf propoſed, and to which he had ſolicit. 
& ed my aſſiſtance, has been ſo conducted, as to give him cauſe of 
& diſpleaſure; there are no officers eſtabliſhed by which his affairs 
could be regularly conducted; mean, incapable, and indigent 
& men have been appointed Aumils of the diſtricts, without au- 
& thority, and without the means of perſonal protection; ſome of 
them have been murdered by the zemindars, and thoſe zemindars, 
* inſtead of puniſhment, have been permitted to retain their zemin- 
* daries with independent authority; all the other zemindars ſuf- 
<& fered to riſe up in rebellion, and to inſult the authority of the 
« Sircar, without any attempt made to ſuppreſs them; and the 
„Company's debt, inſtead of being diſcharged by the aſſignments 
and extraordinary ſources of money provided for that purpoſe, 13 
„likely to exceed even the amount at which it ſtood at the time in 
« which the arrangement with his Excellency was concluded, The 
& growth of theſe evils was early made known to me, and their effett; 
& foreboded in the ſame order and manner as they have ſiuce come to paſs, 
„In ſuch a ſtate of calamity and diſgrace, I can no longer remain 
u patlive ſpectator: nor would it be becoming to conceal my ſen- 
„ timents, or qualify the expreſſion of them. I now „ tell 
„ you, that you are anſwerable for every misfortune and detect of 
„ the Nabob Vizier's government.” And after giving orders, and 
expreſſing ſome hopes of better behaviour, he adds, „If I am diſ- 
& appointed, you will impoſe on me the painful and humiliating 
„ neceſſity of acknowledging to him, that I have been deceived, 
« and of recommending the examination of your conduct to his juſ- 
„ tice, both for the redreſs of his own and the Company's griev- 
„ ances, and for the injury ſuſtained by both in their mutual con- 
« nection. Do ot reply to me, that what I have written is from the 
“ ſuggeſtion of your enemies; nor imagine, that I have induced 
« myſelf to write in ſuch plain and declaratory terms, without 2 
« clear inſight into all the conſequences of it, and a fixed determi» 
“ nation upon them.” 

LXX. That the aforeſaid being the tenure of the power of the 
ſaid Miniſter, and ſuch his character, as given by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings himſelf, who did originally compel the Nabob to receive 
him, who did conſtantly ſupport him againſt the Nabob his maſter, 
as well as againſt the company's Refident ;---the delivering over to 
ſuch a perſon his maſter, his family, his country, and the care of 
Britiſh intereſts therein, without control or public inſpection, was an 
high crime and miſdemeaaor. 


LXXI. 
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LXXI. That the next perſon whom the ſaid Haſtings did inveſt 
with power in the ſaid country, was a certain opulent and powerful 
native, Manager of Revenue, called Almas Ali Khan, clofely con- 
nected with the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan; and to whom the ſaid Hy- 
der Beg Khan, as the ſaid Haſtings has admitted, © had entruſted 
« the greateſt part of his revenues, without any pledge or ſecurity 
« for his fidelity.” And afterwards the ſaid Haſtings charges the 
ſaid Almas Ali with an intention of removing from the Nabob's do- 
minions; he ſtates, + as taking with him,” and therefore being 
poſſeſſed * of an immenſe treaſure, the fruits of his embezzlements 
« and oppreſſions, and an army raiſed for its protection.“ 

LXXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, or pretended to be 
imprefled with the evil character, dangerous deſigns, and immo- 
derate power of the faid Almas Ali; that he did inſert, — his 
inſtructions to the Reſident Briſtow, an order of a dangerous and un- 
warrantable nature, in which, upon his, the ſaid Haſtings's, ſimple 
allegation of offences, not accurately deſcribed or ſpecitied, with re- 
gard either to the fact, the nature of the offence, or the proof, to 
urge the Nabob to put him to death, with many qualifications in 
the ſaid inſtructions, full of fraud and duplicity, calculated to enſnare 
the ſaid refident Briſtow, and to throw upon him the reſponſibility 
of the conduct of the ſaid Almas Ali Khan, if he ſhould continue 
at large, contrary to his orders, or to ſubject him, the faid Refi- 
dent, to the ſhame and ſcandal of apprehending and putting him to 
death, by means which, in the circumſtances, muſt neceſlarily be 
ſuch as would be conſtrued into treachery ; and he, the ſaid Almas 
Ali Khan, being from nature and fituation ſuſpicious and watchful, 
and being at that very time in the collection, or farmer of the moſt 
important port of the revenues, with an extenſive juriſdiction annex- 
ed, and at the head of fourteen thoufand of his own troops ; and 
having been recently accepted by the refident Middleton as fecuri- 
ty for large ſums of money advanced by the bankers of Benares 
to the uſe of the Eaſt-India Company; which orders (if the ſaid 
Reſident would or could have executed them) muſt have raiſed an 
umverſal alarm among all the confiderable men of the country con- 
cerncd in the government, and would have been a means of ſub- 
verting the public credit of the Company, by the murder of a 
perſon engaged for very great ſums of money that had been ad- 
ranced for their uſe. And the ſaid inſtructions are as followeth : 

If any engagement ſhall actually ſubfiſt between them at the 
* time you have charge of the . eng it muſt, however ex- 
* ceptionable, be faithfully obſerved ; but, if he has been guilty of 
* any criminal offence to the Nabob, his matter, for which no 
immunity is provided in the engagement, or he ſhall break an 
* one of the conditions of it, I do moſt ſtrictly enjoin you, and it 
* muſt be your ſpecial care to endeavour, either by force or ſurpriſe, 
* to ſecure his perſon, and bring him to juſtice : by bringing hun 
* to juſtice, I mean, that you urge the Nabob, on due conviction, 
* '0 puniſh him with death, as a neceſſary example to deter others 
* from the commiſſion of the like crimes ; nor mult you deſiſt till 
this is effeCted.---I cannot preſcribe the means; but to guard my- 
* ſelf againſt the obloquy to which I may be expoſed by a forced 

| miſconſtructiun 
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« miſconſtruction of this order, by thoſe who may hereafter be 
* employed in ſearching our records for cavils and informations 
« againſt me, I think it proper to forbid, and proteſt againſt the 
< uſe of any fraudulent artifice or treachery to accompliſh the end which | 
« T7 have preſcribed; and as you alone are privy to the order, you | 
« will of courſe obſerve the greateſt ſecrecy that it may not tran- | 
« ſpire; but I repeat my recommendation of it, as one of the | 
* firſt and moſt effential duties of your office.“ 

LXXIII. That among the reaſons aſſigned for putting to death a 
the ſaid Almas Ali, which the faid Haſtings did recommend di- 2 
rectly and repeatedly to the Reſident, as one of the firſt and 
* moſt eſſential duties of his office, was in ſubſtance, “ that by 0 
& his extenſive truſt with regard to the revenues, he had been per- t 
emitted to acquire independency ; that the means thereof had ſ 
„been long ſeen, and the effects thereof foretold by every perſon C 
« acquainted with the ſtate of Government, except thoſe immedi- t 
& ately intereſted in it:“ and he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did alſo \ 


charge the ſaid Almas Ali with embezzlement of the revenues, and ſi 
oppreſſion of the people, and nothing appears to diſprove the ſame, a 
but much to give ground to a preſumption, that the ſaid Almas . 
Ali did grievouſly abuſe the power committed to him, as farmer 0 
and collector of the revenue, to the great oppreſſion of the inhabi- ni 
tants of the countries which had been rented to him by Hyder Beg a] 


Khan, with the knowledge and conſent of the ſaid Warren Haſt- K 
ings. 

LXXIV. That the Reſident Briſtow, declining the violent at- 
tempt on the life of Almas Ali, deceitfully ordered by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, did on weighty reaſons, drawn from the ſpint 
of the ſaid Haſtings's own inſtructions, recommend that his, the faid 
Almas Ali Khan's, farms of revenue, or a great part of them, ſhould 
be, on the expiration of his leaſe, taken out of his lands, as be- 
ing too extenſive, and ſupplying the means of a dangerous power 
in the country : but yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, d1d not only 
continue him in the poſieflion of the ſaid revenues, but did give 
to him a new leaſe thereof, for the term of five years. And on 
this renovation and increaſe of truſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
not conſent or produce the informer, upon whoſe credit he had 
made his charge of capital crimes on the ſaid Almas Ali, and had 
directed him to be put to death, or call upon him to make good 
his charges; but, inſtead of this, totally changing his relation to 
the ſaid Almas Ali, and did himſelf labour to procure from all parts 
atteſtations to prove him not guilty of the perfidy and difloyalty 
of which the ſaid Haſtings himſelf appears to have been to that 
very time his ſole accuſer, as he hath fince been his moſt anxious ad. 
vocate; but though he did uſe many endeavours to acquit Almas 


Ali of his intended flight, yet concerning his embezzlement and rei 


oppreſſions, the moſt important of all charges relative to that ot Co 
the revenue and collection, he the ſaid Haſtings hath made no t 
inquiry whatever, by which it might appear that he was not i © a 
tully guilty thereof as he had always repreſented him to be. But GE 
ſome time after he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, had arrived at Luck- 


now, in the year 1784, he ſuggeſted to the ſaid Almas Ali ay” 
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the advance to the Company's uſe of a ſum of money, amount- 
ing to fifty thouſand pounds, or thereabouts ; and the ſaid ſug- 
veſted advance was (as the faid Warren Haſtings aſſerts, no witneſs 
or document of the tranſaction appearing) “ chearfully, and 
„ without helitation complied with, conſidering it as an evidence 
« ſeaſonably offered for the general refutation of the charges of 
« perfidy and difloyalty ;”---which practice of charging wealthy 
perſons with treaſon and diſloyalty, and afterwards acquitting them, 
on the payment of a ſum of money, is highly ſcandalous to the ho- 
nour, juſtice, and government of Great-Britain ; and the offence is 
highly aggravated by the ſaid Haſtings's declaration to the Court 
of Directors, that the charges againſt Almas Ali Khan have been 
too laboriouſly urged againſt him; and carried at one time to 
ſuch an exceſs, which had nearly driven him to abandon his 
country, © for the preſervation of his life and honour ;”* and thus 
to give a “ colour to the charges themſelves,” when he the faid 
Warren Haſtings did well know, that he himſelf did con- 
ſider as a crime, and did make it an article ina formal accuſation 
againſt the Refident Middleton, that he did not inform him, the 
ſaid Haſtings, of the ſuppoſed treaſons of Almas Ali Khin, and 
of his deſign to abandon the country, when he himſelf did 
moſt labortouſly urge the charges againſt him; and when no attempt 
appears to have been made againſt the life of the ſaid Almas Ali 
Khan, except by the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf. 1 

LXXV. That the ſum of fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, or 


thereabouts, publickly taken by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as an 


advance for the uſe of the Company, if given as a confideration or 
fine, on account of the renewal for a long term of civil authority 
and military command, and the collection of the revenues to an 
immenſe amount, the fame being at leaſt eight hundred thou- 
ſand pounds fterling yearly, was ſo totally inadequate to the 
intereſt granted, that it may juſtly be preſumed, it was not on 
that, or on any public ground or condition, that the ſaid Haſtings 
did delegate, out of all reach of reſumption or correction, a leaſe 
of boundleſs power and enormous profit, for ſo long a term, to a 

known oppreſſor of the country. 
LXXVI. That Warren Haſtings being at Lucknow in conſe- 
uence of his deputation aforeſaid, did, in his letter from that 
city, dated zoth of April 1784, recommend to the Court of Di- 
rectors, © as his laf? aud ultimate hope, that their wiſdom would put 
* a final period to the ruinous and woo mage em of interference, 
whether avowed or ſecret, in the affairs of the Nabob of Oude; 
* and withdrew for ever the influence by which it is maintained;“ and 
that they ought to confine their views to the ſole maintenance of the 
old brigade ſtationed in Oude, by virtue of the firſt treaty with the 
reigning Nabob ; expreſſing himſelf in the following words to the 
Court of Directors: „If you tranſgreſs that line, you may extend 
* the diſtribution of patronage, and add to the fortunes of individuals, 
* and to the nominal riches of Great Britain; but your own inter- 
* efts will ſuffer by it; and the ruin of a great and once-flouriſhing 
nation will be recorded as the work of your adminiſtration, with az 
* everlaſting reproach to the Britiſb name, To this reaſoning I ſhall 
Aa “join 
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“ join the obligations of juſtice and good faith, which cut off every pretex 
&« for your exerciſing any power or authority in this country, as long as 
&« the Sovereign of it fulfils the engagements he has articled with you,” 

LXXVII. That it appears, by the extraordinary recommenda- 
tion aforeſaid, aſſerted by him the ſaid Haſtings to be enforced by 
the © obligations of juſtice and good faith, that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, at the time of writing the ſaid letter, had made an agree- 
ment to withdraw the Britiſh interference, repreſented by him * ag 
& a ruinous and diſreputable ſyſtem,” out of the dominions of the 
Nabob of Oude. But the inſtrument itſelf in which the ſaid agree- 
ment is made (if at all exiſting) does not appear; nor hath the ſaid 
Haſtings tranſmitted any documents relative to the ſaid treaty, 
which is a neglect highly criminal; eſpecially as he has informed 
the Company, in his letter from Benares, “that he has promiſed 
„ the Nabob that he will not abandon him to the chance of any 
& other mode of relation; and moſt confidently given him aſſurance 
& of the ratification and confirmation of that which he [the ſaid 
„ Haſtings] had eſtabliſhed between his government and the Com- 
< pany :” the ſaid confident aſſurance being given to an agreement 
never produced, and made without any ſort of authority from the 
Court of Directors ; an agreement precluding, on the one hand, 
the operation of the diſcretion of his maſters in the conduct of 
their affairs; or, on the other, ſubjecting them to the hazard of 
an imputation on their faith, by breaking an engagement conh- 
dently made in their name, though without their conſent, by the 
firſt officer of their government, 

That the ſaid Haſtings, farther to preclude the operation of ſuch 
diſcretionary conduct in the adminiſtration of this kingdom, as 
circumſtances might call for, has informed the Directors, that he has 
gone ſo far as even to condition the exiſtence of the revenue itſelf, 
with the excluſion of the Company, his maſters, from all interfer- 
ence whatſoever ; for in his letter to Mr. Wheler, dated Benares, 
20th September, 1784, are the following words: + The Aumils 
Collectors] demanded that a clauſe ſhould be inſerted in their 
© engagements, that they were to be in full force for the complete 
„ term of their leaſes, provided that no foreign authority was exer. 
„ ciſed over them; or, in other words, that their. engagements awere 
& to ceaſe whenever they ſhould be interrupted in their functions by the 
« interference of an Engliſh agent. This requiſition was officially 
notified to me by the acting Miniſter, and referred to me in 
& form by the Nabob Vizier, for my previous conſent to it: I en- 
& couraged it, and I gave my conſent to it.” And the ſaid Haf- 
tings has becn guilty of the high preſumption to inform his ſaid 
Maſters, that he has taken that courſe to compel them not to vio— 
late the aſſurances given by him in their name: —“ There is one 
% condition [namely, the above condition] which eſſentia/ly connects 
& the confirmation of the ſettlement itſelf with the intereſts of the Com: 
& any.” 

LXXVIII. That the faid Warren Haſtings, who did ſhew an 
indecent diſtruſt of the Company's faith, did endeavour, before 
that time, at other times, namely, in his inſtructions to his Secret 
Agent, Major Palmer, dated the 6th of May, 1782, to limit tha 

confidence 
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l 
confidence to be repoſed in the Britiſh Government to the dura- li 
tion of his own power, in the following words, in the 5th article ; if 
« Tt is very much my deſire to impreſs the Nabob with a thorough f! 
« confidence in the faith and juſtice of our Government; that is | 


« to ſay, in my own, while I am at the head of it: I cannot be 
« anſwerable for the acts of others independent of me.” 

LXXIX. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in his letter, da- | 
ted Benares, the 1ſt of October 1784, to the Court of Directors, 11 
write, “that if they [the Directors] manifeſted no /ymptoms of an | 
« zntended interference, the objeRs of his engagements will be ob- | || 
« tained ; but if a different policy ſhall be adopted; if new agents 14 
« are ſent into the country, and armed with authority for the pur- 4 
« poſes of vengeance or corruption (for to no other will they be ap- | 
i plied) ; if new demands are made on the Nabob Vizier, and ac- | 
* counts overcharged on one fide, with a wide latitude taken on 1 
« the other, to ſwell his debt beyond the means of payment; if | | 
« political dangers are portended, to ground on them the plea of | 
“ burdening his country with unneceſſary defences and enormous 111 
ſubſidies; or if, even abſtaining from direct encroachment on the 1 
« Nabod's rights, your government ſhall ſhew but à degree of pere 1 
« ſonal lindzeſs to the partizans of the late uſurpation, or by any 1 
conſtructive indication of partiality and diſſatisfaction, furniſb 
„grounds for the epectation of an approaching change of ſyſtem; 
« —T am ſorry to ſay that all my labours will prove abortive.” | 

LXXX. That all the meaſures deprecated in future by the ſaid | 1 
Warren Haſtings, with a reference to former conduct, in his ſe- 
veral letters aforeſaid, being (ſo far as the ſame are intelligible) 
fix in number, have been all of them the proper acts and meas 1 
ſures of the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf; for he did himſelf firſt 1 
of all introduce, and did afterwards continue and ſupport, that on 
interference (which he now informs the Court of Directors “ is 
ruinous and diſreputable, and which the very /ymptoms of an 
* intention to renew, he conſiders in the higheſt degree danger- 
* ous”): he did direct, with a controlling and abſolute authority, 
in every department of government, and in every diſtrict in the 
dominions of the Nabob of Oude.—Secondly, The appeintment 
of agents, which was eminently the act of his own adminiſtration; 
he not only retaining many egents in the country of Oude, both 
«* ſecret and avorved,” but alſo ſending ſome of them, in defiance 
to the orders of that wery Court of Directors, to whom, in his 
ſaid letter of the firſt of October 1784, he affigns © vengeance and 
corruption“ as the only motives that can produce ſuch appoint- 
ments, —Thirdly, That he tke ſaid Warren Haſtings did inſtruct one 
o- Wl of the ſaid agents, and did charge him, upon pain of “4 dreadful 
10 Wl © reſponſibility,” to perform ſundry acts of violence againſt perſons 
of the higheſt diſtinction, and neareſt relation to the Prince; which 
„acts were juſtly liable to the imputation of “ wergeance” in the l 

execution, and which he, in his reply to the defence of Middleton 0 
in o one of his charges, did declare to be liable to the ſuſpicion of 1 
re corruption in the relaxation.“ —Fourthly, That he did raiſe new 4 
et FW demands on the Vizier, „and overcharge accounts on one fide, 1 
and take a wide latitude on the other,“ by ſending up a new, | 
ce Aa 2 and, 
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and, before, unheard-of overcharge of four hundred thouſand 
pounds and upwards, not made by the Refident, or admitted by 
the Vizier ; and by adding the ſame, did ſwell his debt © beyond 
« the means of payment ;” and did even inſert, as the ninth ar. 
ticle of his charge againſt Middleton, “his omitting to take any no- 
e tice of the additional balance of rupees 26,48,571, ſtated by the 
% Accountant General to be due from the Vizier on the zoth of 
% April 1780;” to which he did add 14 lacks more, making to- 
gether the above ſum. —Fifthly, That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did affign “ political dangers” in his minute of the 13th of De- 
j cember 1779, for burdening the ſaid Nabob of Oude “ with un- 
fi “ neceſſary defences and enormous ſublidies ;” with regard to 
75 which he then declared, that “it was our part, not %s (the Na- 
* „ bob's) to judge and to determine.” —And fixthly, That he did 
iſ not only ſhew the deſign but the fact of perſonal kindneſs to the 
| partizans of what he here calls, as well as in another letter, and 
in one minute of conſultation, a “ late uſurpation,” he having 


| 

( 

rewarded the principal and moſt obnoxious of the inſtruments of 

the ſaid late uſurpation (if ſuch it was) Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, , 

with an honourable and profitable embaſſy to the Court of the t 

Nizam. | ! 

LXXXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, therefore, by aſſum- 0 

ing an authority which he himſelf did conſider as an zur patio, t 

and by acts, in virtue of that uſurped authority, done in his own y 

proper perſon, and by agents appointed by himſelf, and proceeding n 

(though with ſome mitigation, tor which one of them was by him f 

cenſured and accuſed) under his own expreſs and poſitive orders and a 

"= inſtructions, and thereby eſtabliſhing, as he himſelf obſerved, * a ti 
2 „ ſyſtem of interference, diſreputable and ruinous, which could only 7 
1 & be ſubſervient to promote patronage, private intereſt, private em- a; 
5 & bezzlement, corruption, and vengeance,” to the public detri- 1 


ment of the Company, “and to the ruin of a once flouriſhing na- 


tion, and eternally reproachful to the Britiſh name ;* and for q 
the evil effects of which ſyitem, © as his ſole and ultimate hope“ and ni 
remedy, he recommends an entire abdication for ever, not only of 01 
all power and authority, but even of the interference and influence pc 
of Great Britain ;—1s guilty of an high crime and miſdemeanor. th 


LXXXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter from P. 
Chunar of the 29th of November 1781, has repreſented that very pc 
influence and interference (which in three public papers he deno- MW to 
minates a late uſurpation”) as being authorized by a regular trea- tri 
ty and agreement, voluntarily made with the Nabob himſelf, at de 
a place called Chunar, on the 19th of September 1781, a copy MW ar 
of which hath been tranſmitted to the Court of Directors; and an 
EL that three perſons were preſent at the execution of the ſame, two MW kn 
whereof were Middleton and Johnſon, his agents and refidents MW R. 
at Oude; the third, the Miniſter of the Nabob. And he did, in « 
his paper written to the Council General, and tranſmitted to the « 
Court of Directors, not only declare that the ſaid interference was 
agreed to by the ſaid Nabob, and ſealed with his ſeal, but would dir 
be highly beneficial to him; aſſuring the ſaid Council, “ that if 
* the Reſident performed his duty, in the execution of his [the ſaid  « | 

| „ Haſtings's] 
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« Haſtings's] inſtructions, the Nabob's part of the engagement 
&« will prove of ſtill greater benefit to him than to our Government, 
« jn whoſe behalf it was exacted; and that the participation which 
« js allowed our Reſident in the ipection of the public treaſure, 
« will ſecure the receipt of the Company's demands, whilſt zhe 
& influence <which our Government will ALWAYS poſſeſs over the 
« public minifter of the Nabob, and the authority of our own, will be 
« an effectual means of ſecuring an attentive and faithful diſchar 

« of their ſeveral truſts, both towards the Company and t 
% Vizier.“ 

LXXXIII. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only ſettle a 
plan, of which the agency and interference aforeſaid was a part, 
and affert the beneficial conſequences thereof, but did alſo record, 
that the ſame * yaas a great public meaſure, conſtituted on a large 
« and efablijhed ſyſtem, and deſtructive in its inſtant effects of the 
« intereſt and fortune of many patroniſed individuals ;” and, in 
conſequence of the ſaid treaty, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did 
authorize and poſitively require his agent aforefaid to interfere in, 
and controul and regulate, a!! the Nabob's affairs wwha!ſoever ; and 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings having made for the Company, and in its 
name, an acquifition of power and authority, even if it had been 
abuſed by others, he ought to have remedied the abuſe, and brought 
the guilty to condign puniſhment, inſtead of making another treaty, 
without their approbation, conſent, or knowledge, and to this time 
not communicated to them; by which it appears he has annulled the 
former treaty, and the authority thereby acquired to the Company, 
as a grievance and uſurpation ; to which, from the general corrup- 
tion of their ſervice, no other remedy could be applied than a formal 
renunciation of their power and influence; for which ſaid actings 
and doings the ſaid Warren Haſtings is guilty of an high crime and 
miſdemcanor, 

LXXXIV. That the Company's army in India is an object re- 
quiring the moſt vigilant and — inſpection, both to the happi- 
nels of the natives, the ſecurity of the Britiſh power, and to its 
own obedience and diſcipline, does require that inſpection, in pro- 
portion as it is removed from the principal ſeat of Government; and 
the number and diſcipline of the troops kept up by the native 
Princes, along with Britiſh troops, is alſo of great moment and im- 
portance to the ſame ends : "That Warren Haſtings, Efq. pretending 
to purſue the fame, did, in virtue of an authority acquired by the 
treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, give ſtrict orders, and to which he did 
demand a mo/? implicit obedience, that all officers of the Nabob's 
army ſhould be appointed “with he concurrence of the Reſident ;” 
and ſuppoſing the cafe, that perſons of obnoxious deſcription, or of 
known diſaffection to the Britiſh Government (of which he left the 
Refident to be the Judge) he did direct in the following words: 
* You are in ſuch caſe to remonſtrate againſt it: and if the Vizier 
* ſhould perſiſt in his choice, you are peremptorily, and in m 
name, to oppoſe it as a breach of his agreement ;** and he did alſo 
direct, that the © Mootiana [or ſoldiers employed for the collection 
of revenue] thould be reformed, and reduced into one corps for 
the whole ſervice ; and that zo infantry ſhould be left in the Na- 
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* bob's ſervice, but what may be neceſſary for his body guard ;”... 
and he did farther order and direct as follows : “ That in quelling 
« diſturbances, the Commander of the forces ſhould aſſiſt you [the 
« ſaid Reſident] on the requiſition of the Vizier, communicated 


through you to him [the ſaid Commander] or at your own ſingle 


< application. It is directed, that the regiment ordered for the im- 
& medzate protection of your office and perſon, at Lucknow, ſhall 
« be reheved every three months, and during its ſtay there ſhall 
act ſolely and excluſively under your orders.” And it appears, 
in the courſe of the Company's correſpondence, that the country 
troops, under the Nabob's ſole direction, would be ill-diſciplined 
and unſerviceable, if not worſe; and therefore the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did order, that “ no infantry ſhould be kept in his ſer— 
% vice;” yet it appears that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did make an 
arrangement for a body of native troops, wholly out of the con- 


troul or inſpection of the Britzſh Government, and left a written 


order in the hands of Major Palmer (one of his agents, who had 
been continued there, though the Company was not permitted to 
employ any) to be tranſmitted to Colonel — „as ſoon as an 
adequate force ſhall be provided for the defence of the Nabob's fron- 
tier, by detachments from the Nabob's own battalions, the ſaid Co- 
jonel Cumming's forces, whom the others were to ſuperſede and 
replace, conſiſting wholly of infantry, and which, being intended 
for the ſame ſervice, were probably of the ſame conſtitution, 

LXXXV. That the old brigade of Britiſh troops, which by 
treaty was to remain, had been directed, by the inſtructions of the 
ſaid Haſtings to the Reſident Middleton, and to the Reſident Bri- 
ftow, „not to be employed at the requiſition of the Vizier, any 
« otherwiſe than through the Refident ;* and the ſaid direction was 
properly given, it not being fit that Britiſh troops ſhould be under 
the ſole direction of foreign independent Princes, or of any other 
than the Britiſh Government; yet, notwithſtanding the proper and 
neceſſary direction aforeſaid, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, hath 
left the ſaid troops, by his new treaty, without any local controul, 
or even inſpection, notwithſtanding his powers under the treaty of 
Chunar, and his own repeated orders; and notwithſtanding the 
miſchicts and dangers which the ſaid Warren Haſtings did foreſee 
would reſult therefrom, if left under the ſole direction of the Na- 
bob, and their own diſcretion, the ſaid Haſtings having ſtipulated with 
the ſaid Nabob not to exerciſe any authority, or even influence, 

tcret or avorwved, within his dominions. 

LXXXVI. That the crime of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in at- 
tempting thus to abandon the Britiſh army to the ſole diſcretion of 
the Nabob of Oude, is exceedingly aggravated by the deſcription 
given by him ſeverally of the ſaid Nabob of Oude, and of the Bri- 
nh army ſtationed for the defence of his dominions ; in his letters 
ro the Court of Directors, and in his minutes of conſultation, and 
particularly 1n his letter of 5 

immediately on the acceſſion of the 
Nabob, he did inform the ſaid Court, “that the Nabob had not, 
* by all accounts, the qualities of the head or heart which fitted 
* him for that office, though there was no diſpute concerning his 


right to ſucceed;“ and ſome years afterwards, when his ac- 
counts 


"—_ 4 


95 


. n 


„„ Te + : 183 


counts muſt have been rendered more certain, he did, in his minute 
of conſultation, of the 15th of December 1779, (regularly tranſ- 
mitted to the Court of Directors) upon a diſcuſſion tor withdrawing 
certain troops, kept up in the Nabob's country without his conſent, 
by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſtrongly urge as follows:“ The 
e neceſſity of maintaining the influence and force which we poſſeſs 
„in the country, that the diſorders of his ſtate [the Nabob of 
« Oude's ſtate] and diffipation of his revenues, are the effects of 
his own conduct, which has failed, not ſo much from the uſual 
effects of incapacity, as from the deteſtable choice he has made 
„ of the miniſters of his power, and the participation of his confi- 
„ dence. I forbear to expatiate farther on his character: it is 
&* ſufficient that I am underſtood by the Members of this Board, 


* who muſt know the truth of my alluſions. Mr. Francis [a Member 


Hof the Board] ſurely was not aware of the injury he did me [War- 
ren Haſtings] by attributing to the ſpirit of party the character I 
„gave Aſuph ul Dowlah [the Nabob of Oude]: he himſelf knows 
it 70 be true; and it is one of thoſe notorieties which ſuperſede the 
* neceſſity of any evidence. I was forced to the alluſion I made, by the 
& imputation caft on this Government, as having cauſed the evils which 
« prevail in the Government of the Nabob of Oude, which I could 
« only anſwer by aſcribing them to their true cauſe, the character and 
« conduc of the Nabob of Oude.“ And the Refident (appointed by 
the ſaid Haſtings, againſt the orders of the Court of Directors) as 
his particular confidential repreſentative, one whom the ſaid Na- 
bob did himſelf requeſt might be continued with him, by an engage» 
ment in writing, for ever, did ſome time before, that is, on the 3d of 
January 1779, aflure the ſaid Haſtings and the Council General, 
that ſuch is his Excellency's [the Nabob of Oude's] diſpoſition, 
and ſo entirely has he loſt the confidence and affections of his 
% ſubjects, that unleſs ſome reſtraint is impoſed on him, which 
would effectually ſecure thoſe who live under the protection of 
his government from violence and oppreſſion, I am but too well 
* convinced, that no man of reputation or property wall long 
continue in theſe provinces.” And that the faid Reſident pro- 
ceeds to an inſtance of oppreſſion and rapine, “out of many of 
„ the Naboh's, which has cauſed a total diſaflection and want of 
confidence among his ſubjects ; he hoped the Board would take 
it into their humane conſideration, and interpoſe their influence, 
* and prevent an act which would inevitably bring diſgrace upon 
* himſelf, and a proportionable degree of diſcredit on the national 
character of the Engliſh, which I confider to be, more or leſs, 
concerned in every act of his adminiſtration ” 

EXXXVII. That no exception was ever taken by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to the truth of the facts, or to the juſtneſs of the ob- 
ſervation of the ſaid Refident, which he did tranſmit to the Court 
of Directors. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter from 
Chunar, dated the 29th of November 1781, ſpeaking of the re- 
ſiraints which had been put by him, the faid Haſtings, on the Na- 
bob, relative to his own Mootiana, or forces for collection and po- 
lice, and the neceſlity of giving the Reſident a controul in the 
nomination of the officers of his army, has aſſerted, © that the ne- 
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6 —_— the reſervation aroſe from a too-well-known defect in 
„ the Nabob's character; if this check be withdrawn, and the 
choice left abſolutely to the Nabob, the firſt commands in his 
„army will be filled up with the moſt worthleſs and abandoned of 
* his ſubjects ;—his late Commander in Chief is a fignal and ſcan- 
% dalous inſtance of this.” | 

LXXXVIII. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated Benarcs, the 15th of October 1784, even 
after he had made the aforeſaid renunciation of the Company's 
authority and influence to the Nabob, did write, “that the Na- 
bob, though moſt gentle in his manners, and endued with an 
« underſtanding much above the common level, has been »for. 
* tunately bred up in habits that draw his attention too much from 
„ his own affairs, and often ſubject him to the guidance of b 
« and unworthy confidants;” which, though more decently ex- 
preſſed, with regard to oh Nabob, than in his former minutes, 
ſubſtantially agrees with them. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did inform the Court of Directors, after he had ſolemnly cove- 
nanted to withdraw all the Company's influence, on the affurances 
and promiſes of a perſon ſo by himſelf deſcribed, that, for reaſons 
grounded on his knowledge of the imbecility of the character of 
the Nabob, he waited in a frontier town, © that he might be at 
„hand to counteract any attempt to defeat the effect of his pro- 
« ceedings at Lucknow ;” and in his letter to Mr. Wheler from 
the ſame place, he did write in the following words: © I am flill 
© near enough to attend to the firſt effects of the execution, and to 
„ interfere with my influence for the removal of any obſtructions 
% to which they are or may be hable.” He therefore found that 
there was none, or but an inſufficient ſecurity to the effect of his 
treaty, but in his own direct perſonal violation of it. What other- 
wiſe was wanting in the ſecurity for the Nabob's engagements, 
was to be ſupplied as follows: “The moſt reſpectable perſons ot 
« his family will be employed to counteract every other which may 
« tend to warp him from it; and I am ſorry to ſay that ſuch afl. 
« ance vas wanting.” And in another letter, “that he had equal 
« ground to expect every degree of ſupport which could be given 
„it by the fit characters of his family, who are warmly and zea- 
„ loufly intereſted in it.” The principal male character of the 
family, and of the moſt influence 1n that family, being Salar Fung, 
uncle to the Nabob ; and the firſt female characters of the family, 
being the mother and grandmother of the reigning ſovereign ; all 
of whom, male and female, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in ſundry 
letters of his own, in the tranſmiſſion of various official documents, 
and even in affidavits ſtudiouſly collected, and ſworn before Sit 
Elijah Impey, during his ſhort reſidence at Lucknow and Benares, 
did himſelf repreſent as perſons entirely diſaffected to the Engliſh 
power in India, as having been principal promoters, if not original 
contrivers, of a general rebellion and revolt, for the utter extir- 
pation of the Engliſh nation; and, as ſuch, he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did compel the Nabob reluctantly to take from them theil 
landed eſtates ; and yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings has had the pre- 
ſumption to attempt to impoſe on the Eaſt-India Company, by pre- 
tenuing 
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tending to place his reliance on thoſe three perſons for a ſettlement 
favourable to the Company's intereſts, on his renunciation of all 
their own power, authority, and influence, and on his leaving 
their army to the {ole and uncontrouled diſcretion of a ſtranger, 
meriting, in his opinion, the deſcription given by him as aforeſaid, 
as well as by him frequently aſſerted to be politically incapable of 
ſupporting his own power, without the aid of the forces of the 
Company. And the offence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in aban- 
doning a confiderable part of the Britiſh army in the manner afore- 
ſad, is much increaſed by the deſcription which he has himſelf 
given of the ſtate of the ſaid army, and particularly of that part 
thereof which 1s ſtationed in the Nabob of Oude's dominions. For 
be did himſelf, on the 29th of November 1781, tranſmit the infor- 
mation following on that ſubject to the Court of Directors, namely, 
that the remote ſtations of thoſe troops, placing the commanding 
« officers beyond the notice and controul of the Board [the Coun- 
eil General] at Calcutta, afforded too much of opportunity and 
« temptation for unwarrantable emoluments, and excited the contagion 
« of peculation and rapacity throughout the whole army; a moſt re- 
„ markable inſtance, and uncontrovertible proof of the prevalence 
of this ſpirit, has been ſeen in the Court Martial upon Captain 
„ Erſkine, where the court, compoſed of officers of rank and re- 
« ſpectable characters, unanimouſly and honourably, (nat ho- 
% nourably) upon an acknowledged fact, acquitted him, which, 
in times of ſtricter diſcipline, would have been deemed a crime 
& deſerving the ſevereſt puniſhment.” From which repreſentation 
(if the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not falſely and unjuſtly accuſe and 


ander the Company's ſervice) it appeared, that the peculation 


which infected the whole army, derived from the taint which it had 
in Oude, and ſo fatal to the diſcipline of the troops, would be dan- 
eroully increaſed by his treaty and agreement aforeſaid with the 
Nabob, and by his own ſaid evil counſel to the Court of Direc- 
tors. 

LXXXIX. That it appears, after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had, 
on grounds ſo diſgraceful to the Britiſh nation and Government, 
agreed to remove for ever the Britiſh influence and interference from 
the Government of Oude, on account of the diſorders in the ſaid 
Government, ſolely produced by his own criminal acts and criminal 
connivances, that he did overturn his own ſettlement as ſoon as he 
had made it; and did, after he had aboliſhed the Company's Refi- 
dency as a grievance, wholly violate his own ſolemn agreement 
tor he did, for his private purpoſes, continue therein his own pri- 
vate agent, Major Palmer, with a number of officers and pen- 
honers, at a charge to the revenues of the country greatly exceed- 
ing that of the eſtabliſhment under Mr. Briſtow, which he did repre- 
lent as frightfully enormous, and which he pretended to remove; 
the former amounting to 1 12,9501. the latter only to 64,2021. 

XC. That his own ſecret agent, Major Palmer, did receive a 
alary or allowance equal to 22,8001. a year out of the diſtreſſed pro- 
vince of Oude; and this the ſaid Palmer did declare not to be more 


than 
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than he abſolutely did really and hon fide ſpend ; and that he had 
retrenched conſiderably “ in ſome of the artieles, fince the expence 
&« has been borne by the Vizier, and in every particular he made az 


little parade and appearance as his ſtation would admit,“ his ta. 
tion being that of the ſaid Warren Haſtings's private agent. But if 


the ſaid large ſalary muſt be conſidered as merely equal to the ex. 
pences, large ſecret emoluments muſt be preſumed to attend it, in 
order to make it a place advantageous to the holder thereof. That 
the ſaid Palmer did apply to the Board at Calcutta, for a new ay. 
thority to continue the ſaid eſtabliſhments, he conceiving their con- 
tinuance, after the period of the Governor General's departure, 
« depended upon the pleaſure of the Board, and not upon the a- 
< rity of the Governor-General, under the ſuuction of which they <vert 
40 led or confirmed.“ 

X Cl. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to ruin the Ref 
dent Briſtow, and to juſtify himſelf for his former proceedings re. 


ſpecting him, did bring before the Board a new charge againſt him, 


for having paid a large eſtabliſhment of offices and penſions to the 
Company's ſervants from the revenues of Oude; and the faid Briſ. 
tow, in making his defence againſt the charge aforeſaid, did plead, 
that he had found all the allowances on his lift eſtabliſhed before his 
laſt appointment to the Rehidency ; that they had grown to that 
exceſs in the interval between his firſt removal by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and his re- appointment; and having adduced many reaſons 
to make it highly improbable that the ſaid Haſtings was perfectly 
well acquainted with it, and did approve of the expenſive eſtabliſh. 
ments which he, the ſaid Briftow, fimply had paid, but not im- 
poſed, he did alledge, beſides the official aſſurances of his prede- 
ceſſor, Middleton, certain facts, as amounting to a direct proof that 
the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, was not averſe to the 
Vizier's granting large falaries to more than one European gentle- 
man; and the firſt inſtance was to Mr, Thomas, a ſurgeon, who, 
excluſive of his pay from the Company, which was 1440l. a year, 
claimed from the Vizier, with Mr. Haſtings's knowledge, the ſum 
of 97631. a year, and upwards, making together 11, 20gl. per ann. 
The next was Mr. Trevor Wheler, who did receive upon the ſame 
eſtabliſhment, when he was fourth aſſiſtant at Oude, 6,000l. a year; 
and which laſt fact the ſaid Haſtings has admitted upon record, 
« that the accuſations of Mr, Briſtow and Mr. Cowper did ge 
„and compel him to acknowledge,” denying at the fame time that 
the allowance of the Refidents, Middleton and Briſtow, except 
in this ſingle inſtance, were ever authoriſed by him; whereas his 
own agent, Palmer, did, in his letter of the 27th of March 1785 
repreſent, that the ſaid ſalaries and allowances (if not more and 
larger) were by him authoriſed or confirmed, 

XCII. That the aforeſaid Briſtow did alſo produce the follow- 
ing letter, in proof that Mr. Haſtings knew and approved of large 
falaries to Britiſh ſubjects upon the revenues of Oude; and which 
he did declare, that nothing but thene ceſſity of ſelf-defence could 


have induced him to produce. 
+ % Dear 


„ 18; 


« Dear Briſtow, 


«Sir Eyre Coote has ſome field allowances to receive from the 
« Vizier; they amount to Sicca rupees 15,554 per month; and he 
« has been paid up by the Vizier to the 2oth of Auguſt 1782. The 
Governor has directed me to write to you, to requeſt you to re- 
« ceive what is due from the Vizier from the 2oth of Auguſt laſt, 
« at the rate of Lucknow Sicca rupees 15,554 per month, and fend 
« me a bill for the amount, the receipt of which I will acknow- 
edge in the capacity of Sir Eyre Coote's attorney; and the Go- 
« yernor defires, that you will continue to receive Sir Eyre 
« Coote's field allowances at the ſame rate, and remit the money 
k to me as it comes in. 


Calcutta, January 
25, 1783, (Signed) 
CHARLES CROFTES.” 


XCIII. That Sir Eyre Coote aforeſaid was, at the time of the 
ſaid field allowances, not ſerving in the country of Oude, on 
which the ſaid allowances were charged, but in the Carnatic. 

XCIV. That from the declaration of the ſaid Haſtings himſelf, 
that 1t was the conviction of Mr. Briſtow and Mr, Cowper, that 
could alone obige and compel him to acknowledge certain of his afore- 
ſaid practices, and that nothing but the neceſſity of ſelf defence could 
have induced Mr. Briſtow to make public another, and much ſtronger 
inſtance of the ſame, it is to be violently preſumed, that were 
theſe two, or either, or both, neceſſities did not exiſt, many evil 
and oppreſſive practices of the ſaid Haſtings do remain undiſcovered. 
That if it had not been for the conteits between him, the ſaid 
Haſtings, and the Refident Briſtow, not only the betore-mentioned 
particulars, but the whole of the expenſive civil eſtabliſhments for 
Engliſh ſervants at Oude, would have been for ever concealed 
from the Directors, and from Parliament; and yet the ſaid Haſtings 
has had the audacity to pretend ſo complete an ignorance of the 
facts, that, repreſenting theVizier as objecting to the largeneſs of the 
payments made by Briſtow, and ſtating a very reduced liſt, which 
he was willing to allow for, amounting to 30,000l. a year, the 
ad Haſtings did affect to be alarmed at the magnitude even of 
the iſt fo curtailed, exprefling himſelf as follows, in his minute of 
the 7th of December 1584—*< For my own part, when the Vizier's 
«* Miniſter firſt informed me, that the amount which his maſter 
* had authoriſed, and was willing to admit, for the charges of the 
* Reſidency, and the allowances of the gentlemen at Lucknow, 
* was 25,000 rupees per month, I own I was ſtartled at the magni- 
* tude of the ſum, and was ſome days heſitating in my mind, whe- 
8 3 : , 

ther I could with propriety admit of it.” Whereas he well knew, 
that the three ſums alone, of which the neceſſities aforeſaid had 
compelled the diſcovery, did greatly exceed that ſum, of which, at 
the firſt hearing, he affects to have been ſo excecdingly alarmed, and 
thrown into a ſtate of hefitation, which continued for ſome 8 
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and although he, the ſaid Haſtings, was conſcious that he had, 
at the very time, authoriſed an eſtabliſhment to more than four 
times the amount thereof. * 
XCV. That in the ſaid deceits, prevarications, contradictions, 
malicious accuſations, fraudulent concealments, and compelled 
diſcoveries, as well as in the ſaid ſecret, corrupt, and prodigal dif: 
fition of the revenues of Oude, as well as in his breach of faith to 
the Nabob, in continuing expenſive eſtabliſhments, under a pris 
vate agent of his own, « he had agreed to remove the Com- 
pany's agent, the ſaid Warren Haſtings is guilty of an high offence 
and miſdemeanor, 


